
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



■ 



HNSSTS - 






t/ 







• , . .' 



Digitized 



by Google 



4c 'V 




Digitized 



by Google 



% 

'- %%%'«%^ 



!» V^ ; ^'^ ^^ 






Digitized 



by Google 






N 



y- 

y 



Digitized 



by Google 






Digitized 



by Google 



R E V I 8 E D*^ E^ D I T I O N . 



TUB 



FOURTH' MADEJl 



EXERCISES IN REiU)ING AND SPEAKING. 



FO& THK HIGHEB CLASSES 



PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 



BY SALEM TOWN,L L. D. 



PORTLAND, ME.: 

PUBLISHED BY FRANCIS BLAK.B 

1856. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



KP3f?/^ 



HARVARL 
UNflfcRSITY 
' LIBRARY 



Entflied aoooiding to Act of Congress, in th« year 184T, by 

SALEM TOWN, 

In the CferklR Office of the District Coart of the nUtnVt of Maine. 



Digitized 



by Google 



PREFACE. 



iMPBOvxMBirr is chiracteristic of the present nge ; tnd especially U this 
true in respect to the preparation of school boolcs. The author, therefure, ha« 
no apology to offer, for presenting tliis revised edition of lus former Tiiird 
Reader, with its present title, except that he desired to make such addiiions 
and improvements as would be calculated t»render it more permanently useful. 

That philosophy which teaches us to follow in the beaten path, because ii 
is most familiar, is erroneous ; since its tendency is to put an end to aJI pro- 
gress in Imowledge. 

A primary object, in presenting this work, ims been to furnish a thorough 
and systematic course of reading, and to lead our youth to a more careful and 
critical study of its principles. The author believes that reading is a science 
founded uponpnTic^p^ peculiar to the constitution of man— that the princi- 
- pies of good reading are as unchangeable as those of the natural sciences. 
If, therefore, these principles are not perfectly nnderstood and correctly 
applied, it is not from any imperfection in them; but from a want of know], 
edge and experience on oar part. 

As aids in carrying out the plan of this book, the most popular works upon 
elocution have been consulted. The first part consists of rules and observa- 
tioQs, with pertinent and copious examples to illustrate them. These are 
presented in as dear and brief a manner as possible, so as not to weary the 
learner by their prolixity,nor embarrass him by their philosophical minuteness. 

The course commences at the very foundation of elocution — the element- 
•ry sounds of the language — and gradually advances through all the depart- 
ments of vocal culture, to the most intricate principles of elegant reading and 
speaking. 

The views of Dr. Porter, the great pioneer in this department of learning, 
and author of the Rhetorical Reader, have generally been adopted, while, at 
the same time, the deficiencies found in that excellent work— which doubt 
less would have been supplied, had the author lived — have not been ovot- 
leokod in this. 

Tbs subject of expressioa, which Is very often omitted in reading books, li 
made a prociinent topic, and such principles hav» been pceeentcd, aiv^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



IT PREFACE. 

examples selected, as it is thoogbt, cannot £biU to show how much beant> 
and force may be given to ixsading by a proper expression, adapted to the 
sentiment of the language which is read. 

The correct reading of poetry is so important an attainmenC-r- indeed, so 
elegant an accomplishment, and so frequently neglected, or, if attended to, so 
imperfectly understood — that the author has made it a subject of special 
attention, and entered briefly into its metrical structure. By a Lttle study, 
the learner may become familiar with the most common forms of English 
▼erse, and by a little exercise in seaming it, be able to appreciate all the 
beauties of harmonic compositions. 

in order to make a more general application of the rules, the second part is 
composed of selections embracing a great variety of style, from the simple, 
miimpassioned narrative, to that St the most dignified and sublime. These 
selections ofler choice exercises for almost every kind of modulation ; and 
frequent reference is also made from them, to the rules in the first part, by 
which the most essential elocutionary principles are drawn out, and im- 
pressed on the mind. 

Another object, in presenting this work, has been a desire to improve the 
literary taste of the learner, to impress correct moral princi{des, and augment 
his fund of knowledge. The selections have been made from the best writers 
in the language, and are distinguished for elegance of diction and classical 
style. Every expression which would have a tendency to vitiate the taste 
has been rejected. 

It is believed, also, that the moral sentiment of the pieces is of the highest 
. order. The English Reader, a book preeminent for purity of style and sen- 
timent, has, in this respect, been imitated. ^ 

Care Jias been taken to explain by notes, at the bottom of the page, all 
diflScult terms, historical and classical allusions, and proper names. It is 
presumed that many advantages^ will be derived from these, both on account 
of the historical information they contain, and as afibrding a better under 
standing of what is read. Indeed, it is in vain to think of reading any piec 
well, without an underatanding of the subject. S. Town. 



Note to Teachers. — As to the manner of using this work, every teacher 
will of course exercise his own judgment. The author, however, would 
idgp^t, that the class, on tak ing it up, commence with part first, and cara- 
fuliy study the definition and rules of each chapter, with the examples undef • 
them) at the same time, further illustrating each rule separately, by the 
general exercises following the chapter in. which the rule is found. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CONTENTS. 



PART I. 



PAOB. 

Articulation, 9 

Table of Elements, 10 

Table of Sur>stiiutes, . 11 

Table of Comltinaiions, . .12 

Exercises for Articulation, . . 13 

Accent, 15 

Emphasis, 16 

Absolute Emphasis, 18 

Antithetic Emphasis, 20 

Emphatic Clause, 20 

Absolute Elmphatic Clause, • . 21 
Antithetic Emphatic Clause, . . 21 
Class Exercises on Emphasis, . 22 

Ikflbction, 27 

Rising and Falling Inflectkii, . 28 

Rising InAeotion, 31 

Falling Inflection, 33 

CircumAeXi 36 



PAOW. 

. .3€ 



Monotone, . • • . • 
Class Elxercises for Reading, un- 
der Rules for Inflection, . 37 — 60 

MODULJITION, 60 

Pitch, .' 61 

Quantity 61 

Movement, 62 

Class Elxercises, 62-^ 60 

Transition, 60 

Personation, (A 

Rhetorical Pause 63 

Class Exercises under Modula 
tion and Rhetorical Pause, 64 — 66 

Reading Poetry, .68 

Harmonic Pauses, 70 

Metrical Accent, ..•,.... 71 

Metrical Changes, 71 

Class Elxercises in Poetry, . . . 7S 



PART II. 



1. 

3. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

T, 

8. 
II. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
16. 
16. 
17. 
18. 



EXERCISES IN REABINO. — PROSE. 

PA«I. 

Preeminence of American Institutions, Bancroft, 46 

The last Night of the Voyage, Sfcow. 77 

Return and Reception of Columbus, • Irving. 7 ) 

SuflTering of the Pilgrims, EvereU. 82 

Westward Movement of Civilization • Attyrtey, 80 

The same Subject, concluded, •.".., •' 88 

Fste of the Indians, Story. 90 

What Young Ladies should read, Mtb. Siffouniey. 95 

What Young Ladies should read, concluded, . • " ** 98 

Rules for the Attainment of Knowledge Watts. 101 

On the Study of History, I'i3 

Ancient Rome, 106 

Same Subject, concluded, .... 107 

Herculaneum, Avon. 109 

Scene in the Burning of Rome by Nero, Croly. iio 

1* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



f1 CONTENTS. 

to. Westminster Abbey . Leaier, 116 

21. Some Subject, continued, ** 118 

23. Life in Swetlen, LtmgfeUow. 121 

84. Same Subject, concluded, " 123 

25. Labor, Judson. 126 

26. Mental Discipline, Todd. 128 

23. Exalted Character of Poetry, Channing. 132 

29. The Fine Arts Dewey. 134 

80. Physical E^lucation, Humphrey. 136 

31. Advantages of Temperance, . Hitchcock. 13/ 

32. Astronomy, Wirt. HO 

34. Unwritten Music, WiUia. 115 

36. The Falls of Niagara, • r • • Beecher. 150 

S7. Th#» Sea, . Greenwood. 154 

38. Same Subject, concluded, ... ** 156 

89. Wier's Cave, in Virginia, 160 

40. Natural Bridge, in Virginia, 162 

43. Siege of Calais, Brooke, 170 

44. Same.Subject, concluded, ** 172 

46. Rural Life in England, Irving. 176 

46. Horn J, 179 

47. The Wife, Irving, 180 

48. Eul »gy on Washington, OtiM, 184 

61. Our own Country, 190 

62. Same Subject, concluded, 194 

65. Lakes and the Ocean, Mellen. 200 

66. Scene from Plzarro Kotzebue. 201 

67. Cultivationof Taste for Beanty, . . . , Channing. 205 

60. The Bereaved Sister, Anon. 211 

61. The Burial, 216 

62. Sorrow for the Dead^ Irving. 217 

64. Integrity, '..,......;...... 222 

65. Hafed's Dream, Todd. 224 

66. Same Subject, concluded, ** 227 

67. Escape from p Panttler, Cooper, 230 

70. A Gliost Story, HTUttlesey. 237 

71. Ima{;;inary Dedication, &c., Ware. 240 

72. Description of a Herd of Bisons, Cooper. 244 

76. The Indian as he was, &c., . . . . league. 250 

77. Mammoth Cave, in Kentucky Anon. 253 

78 Same Subject, concluded, " 256 

79 St. Peter's Church, at Rome, Devey. 259 

63. Eruption of the Volcano of Kilauea, Coon. 266 

B4. A Sc<'neat Sea, Leggett. 273 

87 A Si'ene in the CaUkill Mountains, Mellen: 283 

88 The Bible, Judson, 284 

89. Th^ Blind Preacher, Mtri 288 

•1. Benevolence of God, Chaimer$. 290 



Digitized 



by Google 



OOIITEIftS. fll 

9t D^icMytlntcgritft HIH. «W 

f4. Ditties of Youth, . . .• Cfurnniv^, 207 

95. Female Accomplishments, Hannah More. 301 

96. FVmftle Education, ....«•••••••• Story. 30t 

97. Female Piety, ^ " . . . . Anon. 304 

99. Influence of Superior Minds, Spraffuc. 309 

00. Duty of LitcTary Men to their Cowntry, •••••... Grimke. 310' 

101. The CMyect of Astronomy, Dick. 3ta 

102. Number and Magnitude of the Stars, ** 314 

105. Cousideiiitions for the Young, ffawe$. 318 

106. The Loss of National Character, Maxcy. 321 

107. Our Obligations as Citizens, Knowles. 322 

108. The Just Judge, Anon. 323 

109. Character of Mr. Brougham, 327 

112. Self-lnstruction, • . . Oark. 331 

113. Washington's Resignation, Ramsey. 333 

114. One Century after Washington, ^ . . 337 

117. F«xordium of a Speech, • • Webster. 343 

118. Eulogy on Hamilton, • Mtaon. 346 

119. Lafayette's Last Visit to this Country, Hejdtey. 346 

121. Eloquence, 351 

122. Ames' Speech on the British Treaty, 354 

123. Keeping up Appearances, 356 

124 Formation of Character, Mn. TuihUl. ^59 

127 Scotland Fla^g- 364 

128 The Character of Greene, Headtey. 366 

129 Contribution of the New World to the Old, H'ebstttr. 370 

131 Intellectual Qualities of Milton, . • . . Channing^. 375 

134. Extract from President Jefferson's Inaugural Address, 384 

135 Reflections on the Death of Adams and Jefferson, . . . Webster. 836 

137 Extract from Emmet's Speech, 391 

L38. In favorof the Gh^k Revolution, Qay. 394 

139. Speech ofthe Earl of Chatham, 396 

141. Tribute to Washington, 399 

142. Speech on the Question of War with England, • . Patrick Henry. 400 

143. Industry necessary to form the Orator, . . Ware. 403 

45. improvement of Time, Bonfiote. 407 

POETRY. 

6. The Pilgrims, ' . Mrs. ISgxmmey. nfii 

9 The Cherokee's Lament, Anon. 92 

10. Two Hundred Years Ago, Mellen. 93 

19. Night in Eden, Mrs. Evana. 114 

22. Westminster Abbey, Lester. 120 

27. Ode on Education, Montgomery. 13. 

83. Ursa Major, Hare. 143 

86. The Gray Forest Eagle, Street. 153 

41. Mount Monadnock, Peahody. 166 



Digitized 



by Google 



viii GOMTENTS. 

43. SsckiDgofPragae, CampbOl. W 

49. Greenongh's Washington, TwJcerman. 188 

60. Death of Napoleon, • . . • . MeUtUan, 189 

63. Our Country, Pabodie. 197 

64. Union, Liberty, 198 

68. Spirit of Beauty, Dawes. 208 

* 69. Virtue, ...^.•. Akenside. 209 

63. The Closing of the Year, • • • • • Prentice. 219 

68. Song of the Stars, .... Bryant. 234 

69. To a Star, ....... Misa Davidson. 236 

73. Song of the Pilgrims, .* • • • Upham. 248 

74. Western Emigration, Humphreys. 249 

76. The Captive Chief, 262 

80. Ode to Art, Sproffve. 263 

81. To the Condor, Ellet. 264 

82. The Leaf, Goodrich. 266 

86. The Tempest, Anon. 277 

86. Lord Hllin's Daughter, • Campbell. 281 

90. Christian ConsolaUon, Anon, 289 

93. Gustavus Vasa, •*...•• Brooke. 293 

98. The Roman Soldier, Atherstone. 305 

103. Hymn to the Stars, 316 

104. A Summer Shower, Norton. 317 

no. Genius Waking, . 328 

111. Burial of Sir John Moore, Wolfe. 330 

116. Song of the Modem Greelcs, . Campbell. 333 

116. Lochiel's Warning, ; . . «* 340 

120. Lament for Lafayette, 360 

126. Melancholy^ 362 

126. To a Sister on the Death of an Only Son, 363 

130. Thanatopsis, Bryant. 372 

132. Col. Walsingham, . . Shee, 377 

133. Lines to a Child on his Voyage to France, 382 

136 Hamlet's Soliloquy on Life and Death, Shakspeare, 390 

140. On Time, WhiU. 397 

144. Cato'8 Speech over his Dead Son, ... • Addison. 406 



Digitized 



by Google 



PAET I. 



RULES FOR READING. 

GENERAL DIVISIONS. 

L ARTICULATION. ' IV. INFLECTION, 
n. ACCENT. V. MODULATION, 

fll. EMPHASIS. VL READING POETBY. 



CHAPTER L 
ARTICULATION. 

Articulation consists in giving to every letter its ap- 
propriate sound, and to every syllaDle and word a propei 
and distinctive utterance. 

Articulation being the basis of all correct eloention, the beauty 
and harmony of conversation, of reading, and of oratory, depend 
perhaps in a greater degree upon this than upon any other principle. 
The student, therefore, who aspires to the distinction of being a-cor- 
zect and impressive speaker, may be assured that he cannot study it 
too minutely, or with too untiring perseverance. 

Indeed, however readily he may pronounce the words of a sen- 
tence, or vary his tones and inflections, he cannot be called an effect- 
ive and interesting reader or speaker, unless there be joined with 
these, a dear and distinct enunciation. 

To aid him in the attainment of this, the following rules and tables 
ire introduced. 

Rule 1. A clear and distinct articulation should be 
given to the elementary sounds, employed in vocal ut^ 
terance. ^ 

QoamoMt. Whal an the general dlvMone of Part Pint? What ia aitkntatioal 
OfwiMtiaUthabada? Howahould it beattidied} What ia Bute First 1 
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Name. 


T0CAL8. 

Power. 


Element 


Name. 


Power. 


Element 


1 A 


Ale 


A 


21 M 


Him 


M 


2 A 


Arm 


A 


22 N 


Run 


N 


3 A 


All 


A 


23 R 


Bur 


R 


4 A 


At. 


A 


24 V 


Ev 


V 


,5 E 


Eat 


E 


25 W 


Woe 


w 


'6 E 


Bet 


E 


26 Y 


Yet 


Y 


7-1 


Ice 


T 


27 Z 


Buzz 


Z 


8 I 


It 


I 


28 Z 


Azure 


Z 


9 


Ode 





29 Th 


Thy 


TH 


10 


Do 


b 


30 Ng 


Sing 


Ng 


11 


Ox 







ASPIRATES. 




12 U 


Sue 


tj 


31 P 


Up 


P 


13 U 


Up 


«r 


32 T 


It 


T 


14 U 


Full 


u 


33K,-e 


Ark 


K • 


15 OU 


Out 


OU 


34 Ch 


Much 


Ch 




lOB-VOCAM. 




35 H 


He 


H 


16 B 


Ebb 


B 


36 F 


If 


F 


17 D 


Odd 


D 


37 Wh 


Wheo 


Wh 


18 G 


Egg 


G 


38S,C 


Sin 


S 


19 J.G 


Jet 


J 


39 Sh 


Fish 


Sh 


20 L 


111 


L 


40 Th 


Thin 


Th 



* This tabular rlew of etementary sounds is introduced to exercise the pupil in thf 
elements of tlie language. By most elocutionists they are considered to be forty in 
number; consisting of vocals, sub-vocais and aspirates. 

Tlie ctass, eiitier individually or in concert, may first pronounce the word containing 
(he element, and then the element itself. 

This exercise should t» - continued, fnm time to time, until the soimdi can bt 
perfectly uttered. 

QuBsnoiia. For what Is the first ubie introduced? What is Its su^eotf Hnw 
nany and which are Tocals f Sab-Tocals % Aspirates f 
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TabU 2. — SubstittUes. 

NoTV. The fbllowf ng is a list of letters, or characters, flremiently used m snltfld 
tntea, to represent several of the elements as ffiven in the preceding table. The les'iMI 
ihoulJ firat name the substitute, then the element it repreeenta and the aauunpla il 
which it is combined. 





Voca] Sabsthutes. 


Sub-Tocal ft Aspirate Substitntea 


ci 


for 


a 


as 


ill 


VeU 


ph 


for 


f 


as 


in Phrase 


ey 


(( 


a 


(( 


11 


They 


gh 


cc 


f 


It 


" Laugli 





(( 


a 


{( 


It 


Oft 


d 


cc 


j 


It 


" Soldier 


ou 


{( 


a 


«^ 


11 


Cough 


g 


It 


J 


ti 


" Gem 


I 


ii 


e 


(( 


it 


Marine 


c 


ii 


k 


It 


"€at 


a 


a 


e 


ti 


li 


Any 


ch 


tl 


k 


il 


" -Ghonl 


u 


li 


e 


It 


it 


Bury 


gh 


It 


k 


it 


" Hough 


y 


It 


i 


It 


tl 


Spy 


q 


it 


k 


it 


" Quart 


7 


ti 




it 


it 


Hymn 


c 


it 


s 


n 


" Cent 


e 


li 




u 


It 


EngUsh 


f 


tl 


V 


it 


« Of 





u 




u 


ti 


Women 


ph 


It 


V 


li 


" Steplieii 


u 


cc 


i 


11 


ti 


Busy 


c 


It 


z 


tl 


" Suffice 


ew 


({ 


6 


C( 


tl 


Sew 


s 


it 


z 


It 


" Hi* 


eau 


it 


o 


cc 


it 


Beau 


X 


It 


z 


It 


" Xanthuf 


a 


li 





It 


tl 


Wh^t 


n 


It 


ng 


It 


« Sink 


ew 


ti 


u 


cc 


It 


New 


c 


It 


8h 


li 


" Ocean 


iew 


11 


u 


cc 


It 


View 


c 


It 


sh 


cc 


" Social 


e 


11 


u 


cc 


It 


Her 


s 


it 


sh 


re 


" Sure 


i 


ti 


u 


cc 


tl 


Sir 


ch 


It 


sh 


It 


" Chaise 





it 


XL 


It 


tl 


S6n 


s 


It 


sh 


It 


" Passion 





11 


u 


It 


it 


Wolf 


t 


It 


sh 


It 


" Notion 


00 


ti 


n 


It 


It 


Wool 


t 


It 


ch 


It 


" Bastion 


11 


(( 


w 


tl 


it 


Suasion 


s 


It 


zh 


It 


" Osier 


i 


(( 


y 


It 


It 


Onion 


X 


It 


gz 


tl 


" Exact 



The folio ^in^ table exhibits at a glance all the elementary combinationt 
k lowii in the language. 

The first horizontal line at the top of the table gives the snbyocal element 
f>, united with every vocal element in the language ; as in 6a/«, bar, ball, (Sic. 

In every succeeding horizontal line we have one sui.vocal or aspirate sound 
combined with every vocal sound wiih which it is known to unite. 

•In each perpendicular line we find that vocal element which »s' T>laced nt 
its head, combined with every subvocal and asjurate sOund with which it it 
known to unite. 

QoBsnoiM. What !• the mibjectof the •econdt«ble» Whaia»»atoiUjiyfc» Wh 
ftre thci sulMtitatea for at—for et^-for it ice 
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Rbmakk. This table offera to the teacher a rtrj eomprehenslTe claae of oomblna- 
tiooa upon which he ebonld thoroughly drill hie class, in explosive and other exercisea 
in concert and Indiridually, until all are able to utter them perfectly and with &cility. 



t4 

I 

r 

1 
J 

I 

CO 


1 


p 
5 


c! 
e 


1 


i 






3 


-2 


c 


1 


'a 


3 




c 

s 


t 
1^ 


I 


1 




1 




r'- 


'5 

3 


5 


s 


» 


1 

a, 

e 
H 

i 

E 

1 

i 

u 

1 
1 

1 


1, 




2 

a 






1 

i 









3 


t 


1 


9 


^ 


1 


"3 


"s 


i 


^ 


^ 


^ 


« 


1 


I 




3 




a 




1 


*. 


a 


1 


a 
■3 


S 


3 


« 


3 




5 


*> 


4;l 

3 


3 


1 e 
C 


1 


'1 






a) 


1^ 

5 






^ 

1 




t: 




O 


? 


^ 


it 


£ 


2 


5 


pj 


^ 


C 

E 


C 


9. 


S 


f 


f 


"i' 


* 


>> 


V 


^ 


i 


i 


1 


t 


^ 
» 


lO 


1 


■^ 


1 


a. 
a 


S 




a. 
E 




■5J 


St 


> 






i 




'1 






« 




1 


1 
1 


"1 




*9 


1 


1 


i 


a 




* 

A 


1 


s 


E 


c: 


_^ 


3f 


1 


2 


s 


1 




^ 

s 









^. 


^ 


c 


IS 


^ 

^ 


Z 


£ 


!^ 


^ 


E 


'S 


C 


a. 


.^ 


1 


'? 


1 




J 




c 


x: 


* 

^ 


1 


JL 


<rt 




« 

^ 


1^ 




9 




M 


J 


'i 


"5 


a 
'a. 




1 


_c 


a 


i 




8 


E 


» 


s 


1 


^ 


1^ 




4 


C 


, 


V 

E 


«» 

c 


i 


£ 


1 


c 


N 

u 
> 


1 


« 

>> 


1 




si 


1 


J 
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* Worcester regards the sound of a in the words ra/t, vasty toqft, lath, and 
tother, intermediate between that of a in^^, and a in/ar. 
II In the words brute^ ruie, trtUh, $ure, Worcester sounds the u the same as o in motf^ 

QunrnoNS. What is the subject of Table Third? With wh^t does the subvocal b 
In the second horizontal line combine? — d in the third, &c.? With what doesthie 
first element of a combine in the second perpendicular column ? Second element <tf « 
in the third* kc f 
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Rule 2. The sound of the subvocals and aspirates, 
especially when used as the final 4etter, or letters of a 
word, should not be slurred nor suppressed. 



• 


EXAMPLES. 




decks 


hsubt 


Bknnk'st 


leXMrn'st 


cents 


whiffs 


depths 


KWxrrCdst 


mng'st 


ntirJb 


BtartPst 


le^Bon^dst 


nests 


nerv'st 


twists 


precincts 




hask*si 


]ov'st 


thznk'dst 


pojts 


zas 


wnth'st 


instincts 


starts 


didst 


eighths 


txonbTdst 


hsts 


t^ 


wzft'st 


dnveTdst 


gZff'st 


mxths 


eurb^st 


mangVdst 


hddhs 


tafts 


iM'dst 


wdc'n'st 


mtt'st 


tmsts 


whelm'dst 


hiidl'dst 


mJks 


crests 


ietch'dst 


hobbl'dst 


saidst ' 


t^'st 


tom'dst 


ani/rdst 


coasts 


eaiig'st 


nestles 


hMTdst 


weds 




puzsTst 


wsJk'dsi 



Note 1. An imperfect utterance of the subvocals or 
pirates sometimes perverts the meaning. 

EXAMPLES. 

Who ever imagined such an ocean to exist ! 
Who ever imagined such a notion to exist t 

He can debate on either side of the question. 
He can debate on n^tther side of the questioii 

That lasts till night. 
That last still night. 

The magistrates onght to prove it. 
The magistrate sought to prove it. 

They wandered over wastes and deserts. 
They wandered over waste sand deserts. 



QusanoNS. What is Rule Second » In which diTisions of the alphabet are the 
nalicixed lettera in the examplee dused? What is Note First! What letter la imper- 
Ibctl7iiu«nd in the first example f In the second, &c f 
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Note 2. The immediate succession of similar sounds, ayid 
the coilision"^ of open vocals, occasion difficult utterance. 

EXAMPLES. 

For Chrit/'5 sake. The youth ha/es study,. 

The bea^5 straggled through the wa5/ei and f«iesl». 

The 8teadfa5/ stranger in the forests «/ray^. 

The barren wastes st'iH stole upon his yiew. 

He twi5^5 the texts to suit the several sec^i. 

The heights, depths and brea^^^^ of the subject. 

He sawed six s/eek,5/im saplings in twain. 

Thou stumbrst on zxnidst the imsts. 

Rough winter ruddy rends the robes of autumn. 

Up the Aigh Aill he Aeaves a huge round stone. 

Tho' oft the car the open vowels tire. 

When a twister, a twisting, will twist him a twist. 
For twisting his twist he three twines doth intwist ; 
But if one of the twines of the twist doth untwist. 
The tmne that untwisteth, untwisteih the twist. 

Note 3. Remoteness of accent occasions much difficulty 
in utterance. 

EXAMPLES. 

Commu'nicatory. Uniea'^sonableness. Pei'emptorily. Disin'- 
teiestedness. Pei^emptoriness. Prac/ticableness. Inez'plicable- 
oess. Authoritatively. Inex'orableness. 

Rule 2. The sounds of unaccented letters, or sylla- 
bles, should not be perverted nor improperly suppressed, 
but fully and correctly uttered. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Suppression or a letter. Momin for morning ; thotuan for 
thousand; harves for harvest; prvent for prevent; prmote for pro- 
mote ; gospl for gospel ; lain for iatin. 

m \ 

* In the Greek and French hinguiges a sabvocal or aspirate la frequently inserted to 
prerent the meeting of two vocals. 

QuBsnotfs. What is Note Second ? What sounds are similar in the firrt exampla I 
in the second, Ax. t What is Note Third t What is Rule Third f What three bnlti 
are noted under this rule t Oire an exampla of each. 
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3 PkRTERTINO a letter Oft SYLLABLE. PopdoUS for jMfM* 

lous; singektr for singular; regelar for regular; elemuni for de^ 
meni; gentleman for gentleman; chickun for chicken; rdudunt foi 
reluctant; evidunce for evidence; theerem for theorem; holler fot 
hollow; winder for window; rebeound for rebound; rute for rool. 
3. Suppression or a syllable. IBsiry for history; intrest foi 
interest; uttrance for utterance * diffrent for d^eresU; r^renoe foi 
reference; libry for library 

\ 

CHAPTER n. 

ACCENT. 

Accent is a more forcible utterance of some one 
syllable of a word, so as to distinguish it from oth- 
ers; and it may be marked thus, ('). 

Accent in the English language. Is generally considered to depend 
very much upon custom. 

This is probably true to some extent ; but it is beliered that spe- 
cific, and, in most instances, infollible rules may be given, by which 
the syllable taking the foU accent may be determined ; but it is not 
thought it would be of practical utility to give them at length in this 
work ; therefore but one general principle is laid down. _ 

Rule. Each syllable on which accent falls must be 
marked by its proper distinctive stress. 

EXAMPLES. 

na'tion appear' invita^on 

sta'tion endear^ sdmeni'tioB 

sb^aent defoat^ oonstitu'tioii 

section repeal' everlasting 

Note 1. Besides the primary, a half or secondary accent 
b given upon words when they consist of sereral syllables. 
It may be marked thus, ( " ). 

QuBSTioifs. What k Accent f How is it marked t Upon whatdoee It very mach 
depend f Can epecific rulee be given for it f Wliat ic the general rule for accentf Oq 
wliicli flxUaiite doee U faU in the first ezamptoi f IntlteeecoDd? In the third f Wnat 
iaBoufintf What ia meaat hj priB«i7 «r ftdl Mceail What h7 Uie secondary at 
tf 
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examples. 

le^rimo'iiioiis rea'8ona"ble in"tennit'tent 

eul^'tiva'tion mem'ora'lile fun^damenfal 

Tal"edic'tory ex'piato"ry in^divid'ual 

Note 2. The meaning of a word is somethnes changed 
by changing the place of accent. 





EXAMPLES. 




Noonfl. 


Verbs. 


Noani. 


Verts. 


ab'stract 


abstract^ 


des'ert 


desertr 


com'pound 


compound' 


m'sult 


insulf 


ex'port 


export' 


con'duct 


conducf 



The hannony of discourse depends rery much upon accent ; and 
however perfect the articulation may be, if the accent is misplaced, 
an unpleasant harshness Lb produced, which detracts from the beauty 
of expression. It is recommended to the pupil to make himself fa- 
miliar with this subject, by carefully consulting those works in which 
h is critically treated, and by observing the usage of the best readers 
andspeakeiB. 



CHAPTER m. 
EMPHASIS. 

Emphasis is a forcible stress* of voice on some 
word or words in a sentence, to distinguish them 
from others. 

Emphasis is ranked among the moet important principles of elocu- 
tion, and consequently should be moet carefully observed. In many 
mstances it directs and governs other principles of correct speaking, 
giving animation, strength, and power to delivery. 

When words are emphatic, they are commonly printed in UaUa, 
if very emphatic, m CAPITAIiS. 

* The power or energy with which words an uttered. ^ 

QuKsnoNS. What syllables in the examples have the primary accent f What Um 
pecondary, and how marked? What is Note Second! What does the noun someUmet 
become by changing the accent f What is emphasis f HowdoesitianklneloaiUoo 
Wbsi if iu influenct f How art emphatic words usually printed f 
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Note 1. Emphasis frequently changes the meaning of a 
sentence. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Brutus hath told you that Cesar was amfnthus, 

2. Brutus hath told you that Cissar was ambitious. 

3. Brutus hath told you that Cdesar was ambitious. 

4. Brutus hath told you that Caesar was ambitious. 

It will be observed, that the meaning of the above sentence it 
changed whenever a change is made in the empnatic word. Thus : 
Brutus told you that Oesor was ambitious; not some other man. 
Again : Brutus told you that Caesar was ambitious ; he did not teU 
me. 

Note 2. The particles of a sentence are not usually em- 
phatic, hut are made so when they become peculiarly signifi* . 
2ant or miportant in sense ; and when thus emphasized, the 
meaning of the sentence is frequently changed. 

examples. 

He determined to sail by New York to BostoE. 

With a strong emphasis on New York, the reader will readily see 
that the meaning is, he intended to stop there on his way to Boston. 
But with the emphasis on by, the meaning is entirely changed, and 
implies 'that he did not intend to touch at New York at all. 

Note 3. Emphasis frequently changes the accent of 
words. 

EXAMPLES. 

He must increase, but I must Urease. 

There is a difference between ^'ving and /orgiving. 

He that descended is the same also that ascended. 

This corrtt;»rible must put on tncorruption. 

What fellowship hath rt^A/eousness with unrighteousness ! 

The subject of Iknphasis has been considered by different authors 
dnder various divisions, viz., Absolxue, Antithetic, Superior and Infe- 
rior, Single and Double Emphasis, and Emphatic Clause, As Svpe- 
'iur and Inferior Emphasis are distinguished only by the degree uf 

QUB8TION8. Wbati0Not«Kim? Read the examples. What is Note Second 1 
What is Note Third? Will jroii explain it by examples f Under what dirisions has 
nnpbasis been considered by some authors 9 How an superior and inferior emphasis 
^istmguishadf 

2* B 
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■tiess, the former being greater than the hitter ; and as &ngU and 
Double Emphasis refer only to the number of words which are op 
posed to each other in different clauses of a sentence, it is not thought 
that, it would be of any practical importance to distinguish them in 
this elementary work. 

It is therefore proposed to consider the subject under three heads : 
AbsohUe EmphasiSy Antithetic Emphasis, and Emphatic Clause. 

AbsoliUe Emphasis, 

Absolute Emphasis is that stress of voice which is 
placed upon some word or words, unconnected with 
contrast, or where the contrast is not expressed or 
plainly implied. 

By some authors it is contended, that in all cases where words 
are emphatic there is contrast, either expressed or understood. By 
others, and much the larger number, it is maintained that there are 
many instances in which the emphatic force laid upon a word is ab- 
solute, in the most literal sense of the term, because the thought 
expressed by it is forcible in itself, without any aid from comparison 
or contrast. 

From this diversity of opinion, the extreme awkwardness, and, in 
many instances, great difficulty, of supplying the antithetic word oi 
words, we shall explain this last class of words, together with those 
in which contrast is not expressed or obviously implied, under the 
head of absolute emphasis. 

Rule 1. All words important in meaning, or pecu- 
Uarly significant, or which express some incident, ob- 
ject, or subject of discourse, are generally emphatic. 

EXAMPLES. 

True politeness is based ni^n sincerity ; it flows from the heart. 
IS equally fascinating in the cottage, the court, and the camp ; and is 
oa[»ahle of softening even an enemy. 

The waters swept over the drowning wretches, and hushed their 
gurgling cry. 

Wide and deep chasms also met the eye, both on the summit and 

QuBSTioNS. Hovi are single {ind doHble emphasis distinguished f Under what three 
Oeada is emphasis considered in this work ? What is absolute emphasis ? What opin- 
Ion is maintained by some authors in regard to emphasis? Wliat by others? What 
ilass of emphatic words iajnarked under the head of absolute emphasis? What is u-.le 
First? How are the empliatic words represented in the examples? 
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odes ; and strongly impressed the imagination with the thought, that 
the hand of immeasurable power had rent asunder the solid rocks » 
»nd tumbled them into the subjacent valley. 

The power oi faith was the subject of the preacher ^s disooorae. 

Temperance promotes clearness and vigor of intellect. 

Sir, we have done everything that could be done to avert the 
storm which is ndw approaching. We have p^tumed; we have 
remonstrated; we have suppUcated ; we have prostrated ourselves 
before the throne, and implored its interposition to arrest the tyraii- 
nicaJ hands of the ministry and parliament. Our petitions have been 
slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional violence and 
insult ; our supplications have been disregarded ; and we have been 
spumed with contempt from the foot of the throned 

Rule 2. Words used as exclamations and Interjec- 
tions, when attended with strong feeling or emoticm, 
are generally emphatic. 

EXAMPLES. 
Up ! let US to the fields away ! 
AwAKK ! ARISE ! or be forever fallal ! 

T is HORRIBLE ! 't is HIDBOtlS, SS H 18 HATBTVL! 

fiat what have I to do with this ! 
Call me their traitor ! Thou injurious tribune ! 
Within thine eyes sat iwenty thousand deaths ^ 
In thine hands clutched as many millions, in 
Thy lying tongue both numbers ; I would say 
Thou LiKST unto thee, with a voice as free 
As I do pray the gods. 

Rule 3. In the utterance of successive particulars, 
and words which are repeated^ the emphasis generally 
increases with the repetition. 

EXAMPLES. 

I may he rduked; I may be persecuted; I may be impeached; nay, 
IMPRISONED, CONDEMNED, and put to the RACK ; yet NOTHING shall 
tear me from my firm hold on virtue. 

Oh ! save me, Hubert, sate me ! my eyes are out, 

Even with the fierce looks of these bloody men ! 

Woe ! Woe ! to the riders that trample them down. 

QuBSTioNS. What i« Rule Second % How are the words which •» ▼•nr 
MpieMoted in the examples t What is Rule Thirdf ' 
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For Hbatbn's sake, Hubert, let me oot be bound ! 
While 1 single foreign troop remained on my native filiero, I 
would never lay down my arms. Never, never, NEVER. 

Antithetic Emphasis. 
Antithetic Emphasis is the stress of voice placed 
upon words and sentences when in contrast. 

This emphasis, in some instances, appears to result more from the 
antithetic relation of the words to each other than from any very 
prominent importance attached to their meaning. 

Role 4 Two or more words opposed to each other 
in meajting are emphatic by pontrast 

EXAMPLES. 

We ask advice, bnt we mean approbation. 

He that cannot bear a jest should not make one. 

We can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. 

I fear not death, and shall I, then, fear thee f 

Justice appropriates rewards to merit, and punishment to cnm§. 

Business sweetens pleasure, as labor sweetens rest, 

'T is with our judgments as our watches; none 

€ro just alike, yet each believes his ovm. 

Many persons mistake the love for the practice of virtue. 

A friend exaggerates a man's virtues ; an enemy his crimes. 

The Egyptians are men, and not gods ; their horses are flesh, anu 
not spirit. 

The wise man is happy when he gains his own approbation . the- 
fool when he gains that of others. 

\S his principles are false, no apology from Mmself can make them 
fight ; if founded in truth, no censure from oth^s can make them 
wrong. 

Though deep, yet dear ; though gentle, yet not dull; 

Strong, without rage; without overflowing, full. 

Emphatic Clause, 
Emphatic Clause signifies that several words in suc- 
cession are emphatic, forming a clause or phrase. 

Qnwnoan. What if antithetip •mpbulif What ii the rulef What U amphatle 
lauMs? 
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Clanaee of this kind aie subject to the same rales, that hare beeo 
giyen under Absolute and Antithetie Emphasis, when applied to 
single words. 

Absolute Emphatic Clause, 
{See Rule 1, page 18.) 
BXUirLES. 
-Heaven and earth will witness, 



If Rome must faU^ we are innocent. 

Could we but climb where Moses stood, 

And view the landscape o^er, 
Not Jordan's stream, nor death's — COLD — flood 

Should fright us from the shore. 

Absolute Emphatic Clause Repeated, 

{See Rule 3, page 10.) 

EXAMPLES. 

What was it, fellow-citizens, which gave to Lafajette his spotless 
fiimel The love of liberty* iVhat has consecrated his memory, in 
the hearts of good men! The love of liberty. What nerved hie 
youthful arm with strength, and inspired him, in the morning of his 
days, with sagacity and counsel? The litino love or liberty. 
To what did he sacrifice power, and rank, and country, and freedom 
itself! To THE LOVE or liberty proxbcted bt law. 

Antithetic Emphatic Clause, 
{See Rule 4, page 30.) 

EXAMPLES. 

————If these alone 



Assist our flight, /ame'5 JUght is glory^s faXt, 
I came not to baptize, but to preach the gospel,* 

Non. In each of the following ezerckMs, appended to the seTend general dlvlitcw 
u' Part First, as mUoallaneoua, • part of each la marked to illustrate the rule to which 
reference is made, or to caU tlie pupiPs special attention to some important point io 
elocution ; while the Nst of iha exercise is left withowi marks, to e&ercise.tKe judg* 
ment of the learner. 

♦ A phrase is soii«<time8 conUtM^ed with a stogie word ^_^_^_.^_ 

Qramom. By whatrulee to Emphatic Glaase goremedf Whel three kinds d 
Buphatlc danaeaie given f 
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EXERCISES ON EMPHASIS. 



Exercise 1 — Illustrating Ride 1, Page 18. 

1. As I crossed the bridge over the Avon on my return, I 
paused to contemplate the distant church in which Shakspeart 
lies buried, and could not but exult in the malediction which 
has kept his ashes undisturbed in its quiet and hallowed 
vaults. 

2. What honor could his name have derived from being 
mingled, in dusty companionship with the epitaphs^ and 
escuZchetmSy and venal euLogiums of a titled multitude ? What 
would a crowded comer in Westminster Abbey have been, 
compared with this reverend pUe, which seems to stand in 
beautiful loneliness as his sole mausoleum f The solicitude 
about the grave may be but the offspring of an over- wrought 
sensibility ; but human nature is made up of foibles and prey^ 
udkes ; and its best and tenderest affections are mingled with 
these factitious feelings. 

3. He who has sought fenown about the world, and has 
reaped a full harvest of worldly favor, will find, after all, that 
there is no love, rvo admiration^ rvo appUmse, so sweet to the 
soul as that which* springs up in his native place. It is there 
that he seeks to be gathered in peace and honor, among his 
kindred and his early friends. And when the weary heart 
and the failing head begin to warn him that the evening of 
life is drawing on, he turns as fondly as does the infant to its 
mother's arms, to sink to sleep in the bosom of the scene of 
bis chfldhood. 

4. How would it have cheered the spirit of the youthful 
bard, when, wandering forth in disgrace upon a doubtful 
world, he cast back a heavy look upon his paternal home, 
could he have foreseen, that, before many years, he should re- 
turn to it covered with renown - that his name would become 
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the boast and the glory of his native place ; that his ashfa 
would be religiously guarded as its most precious treasure • 
and that its lessening spire, on which his eyes were fixed in 
tearful contemplation, would one day become the beacon, 
towering amidst the gentle landscape, to guide the literary 
pilgrim of every nation to his tomb. 

Exercise 2 — Illustrating Rule 1, Page 18. 

1. My brave associates ! — partners of my toil, my feelings 
and my fame ! Can Rolla*s words add vigor to the virtuous 
energies which inspire your hearts ? — No ; you have judged, 
as I have, the foulness of the crafty plea by which these bold 
invaders would delude you. Your generous spirit has com- • 
pared, as mine has, the motives which, in a war like this^ can 
animate their minds and ours. They, by a strange frenzy 
driven, fight for power, for plunder^ and extended rule ; we, for 
our country y our altars, and our homes. They follow an ad- 
venturer whom they fear, and obey a power which they 
hate; — we serve a monarch whom we love — a God whom 
we adore, 

2. Whenever they move to anger, desolation tracks their 
• progress. Whenever they pause in amity, affliction mourns 

their friendship. They boast they come but to improve our 
state, enlarge our thmtghts, and yrcc us from the yoke of error. 
Yes ; they — they will give enlightened freedom to our minds, 
who are themselves the slaves of passion, avarice, and pride ! 
They offer us their protection. Yes ; such protection as 
vultures give to lambs, covering and devouring them ! They 
call on us to barter all of good we have inherited and proved, 
for the desperate chance of something better which they 
promise. Be our plain answer this : The throne we honor, 
is the people's choice ; the laws we reverence, are our brave 
fathers' legacy ; the faith we follow, teaches us to live in bonds 
of charity with all mankind, and die with the hope of bliss 
beyond the grave. Tell your invaders this, and tell them, 
too, we seek no change ; and, least of all, such a change a* 
ihey would bring us. 
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• Exercise 3 — Illustrating Rule 4, Page 20. 

1. Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability 
Their chief use for delight, is in retired privacy; for orna- 
ment, in discourse ; and for ability, in the arrangement and 
disposition of business ; for expert men can execute, and per- 
haps judge of particulars, one by one ; but general councils, 
and the plots and marshaling of affairs, come best from die 
learned, 

2. To spend too much time in studies, is sloth ; to use 
them too much for ornament, is afiectation; to form one's 
juagment wholly by their rules, is the humor of a scholar. 
They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience ; for 
natural abilities are like natural plants, and need pruning by 
study ; and studies, themselves, give forth directions too much 
at large, unless they are hedged in by experience. 

3. Crafty men contemn studies ; simple men admire, and 
wise men use them ; for they teach not their own use ; but 
there is a wisdom without them and above them, won by 
observation. Read not to contradict axid^canfute ; nor to be- 
lieoe or take far granted; nor to find matter merely for con- 
oersation ; but to weigh and consider. 

4. Smrte books are to be tasted, others to be su)allau)edy and 
some few to be chewed and digested ; that is, some books are ' 
to be only glanced at, others are to be read, but not critically ; 
and some few are to be read wholly, and with diligence 
and attention. Some books, also, may be read by deputy, 
and extracts received from them which are made by others ; 
but they should be only the meaner sort of books, and the 
less important arguments of those which are better ; other- 
wise, distilled books are, like common distilled waters, flashy 
things. 

5. Reading makes a full man ; conrersation, a ready man ; 
and writing, an exact man. Therefore, if a man write little, 
he needs a great m'^mory ; if he converse little, he wants a 
present wit ; and if he read little, he ought to have much 
cuimiiig, that he may seem to know what he does not. His< 
tory makes men wise ; poetry makes them witty ; mathe- 
matics, "subtle ; natural philosophy, deep ; mo3»l philosophy 
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grave ; logic and rhetoric, able to contend ; nay, there is nor 
ohstniction to the human faculties but what may be overcome 
by proper studies. 

Exercise 4 — Illustrating Rule 4, Page 20. 

L Like other t3rrants,^eath delights to smite 
What, smitten, most proclaims the pride of power 
And arbitrary nod. His joy supr^nne, 
To hid the foretch siirvive the fortunate ; 
The feeble wrap the athletic in his shroud; 
And weeping fathers huild their ckUdren^s tomb : 
Me^ thine, Narcissa ! — What though short tiiy date ? 
Virtzie, not rolling suns, the mind matures. 

2. That life is long, which answers life's great emi ; 
The tree that hears no fruit, deserves no name. 

The man of wisdom, is the man of years 
Narcissa's youth has lectured me thus far. 
And can her gayety give counsel too ? 
That, like the Jew's famed oracle of gems, 
Sparkles instruction ; such as throws new light, 
And opens more the character of deati^ ; 
01 known to thee, Lorenzo ; this thy vaunt : 
'•* Give death his due, the wretched, and the old ; 
Let him not violate kind nature's laws, 
But own man horn to live as well as die" 
Wretched and old thou givest him ; young and gay 
He takes ; and plunder is a tyrant's joy. 

3. Fortune, with, youth and gayety conspired 
To weave a triple wreath of happiness, 

(If happiness on earth,) to crown her hrow, 

And could death charge through such a shining shield ? 

That shining shield invites the tyrant's spear, • 
As if to damp our elevated aims. 
And strongly preach humility to man. 
O,how portentous is prosperity ! 
How, comet-like, it threatens, while it shines ! 
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Few years hv^ yield us proof of death's ambition, 
To cuU bis ^ctims from the fairest fold, 
And sheath his shafts in all the pride of life. 

4. When flooded with abundance, and purpled o'er 
With recent honors, bloomed with every bliss, 

Set up in ostentation, made the gaze, 
The gaudy center, of the public eye ; 
When fortune thus has tossed her child in air, 
Snatched from the covert of an humble state, 
How often have I seen him dropped at once, 
Our morning's envy, and our evening's sigh 

5. Death loves a shining mark, a signal blow ; 
A blow, which, while it executes, alarms ; 

And startles thousand^ with a single" fall. 

As when s6me stately growth of oak or pine, 
Which nods aloft and proudly spreads her shade. 
The sun's defiance and the fiocks defence ; 
By the strong strokes of lab'ring hinds subdued. 
Loud groans her last, and rushing from her height, 
In cumb'rous ruin, thunders to the ground : 
The conscious forest trembles at the shock, 
And hill, and stream, and distant dale resound. 

Exercise 6 — Illustrating Rule 1, Page 18. 

1. Banished from Bmne ! what 's bani^ed, but set free 
From daily contact of tiie things I loathe ? 

'* Tried and convicted traitor ! " Who says this ? 
Who '11 prove it, at hisL peril, on my hejtd ? 
Banished ? I thank you for 't. It breaks my chain ! 
I held some slack allegiance till this hour — 
But now my sword 's my own. Smile on, my lords , 
/ scorn to coumJt what feelings, vdthered hopes, 
Strong' provocations, bitter, burning tmongs, 
[ have within my heart's hot cells shut up, 
To leave you in your lazy dignities. 

2. But here I stand and scoff you : — here I fling 
Hatred and full defiance in your face. 
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Your Consul 's merciful. For this all thanks. 

He dares not touch a hair of Catiline. 

" Traitor ! " I go — but I return. This — trial ! 

Here I devote your senate ! I Ve had wrongs, 

To stir a fever in the blood of age, 

Or make the infant's sinews strong as steeL 

This day '* the birth of sorrows ! — This hour's work 

Will breed proscriptums. — Look to your hearths, my lords ; 

for there henceforth shall sit, for household gods. 

Shapes hot from Tartarus ! — aU shames and crimes ;^^ 

Wan treachery^ with his thirsty dagger drawn ; 

Suspicion^ poisoning his brother^s cup ; 

Naked rebellion, with the torch and ax, 

Making his wild sport of your blazing thrones ; 

Till anarchy comes down on you like night, 

And massacre seals Rome*s eternal grave. 



CHAPTER IV. 
INFLECTION. • 

Inflection is a modification of the voice in reading 
or speaking, commonly referring to the upward and 
downward slides. 

We shall consider Inflection under the four following heads; viz.. 
Rising Inflection^ Falling Inflection, Circumflex^ and Monotone, 

The first is marked thus ( ' ) ; the second thus ( ^ ) ; the third thus 
( w ) ; and the fourth thus ( - ). 

It should be distinctly remembered, that, although each of the 
above characters indicates an inflection of voice the same in Jdnd, yet 
in degree, intensity, and significant expressiveness, there is a great 
variety of shades. Any attempt, therefore, to give definite rules, 
touching the minor shades of modification, would rather perplex than 
aid the learner. Good sense, a correct taste, and a delicate ear, will 
ordinarily adapt the more graceful inflections to the spirit of the piece 
in the best way,and the most natural manner. 

Qoamoirs. What I« inflection? Under what four heads ta It treated 7 Howard 
the mtrtnl inflecUona marked % What is aaid of the shades of inflection f 
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The Bising and Falling Iriftectians 

The Kisme inflection is an upward turn o* slide of 
the voice ; as, Will you go to-day 7 

The FALLING INFLECTION is a dowuward turn or slide 
of the voice ; as, Where has he gone"" 7 

The (ailing slide is sometiines mistaken for the rising, when it if 
attended with strong emphasis. If the learner is in doubt which hat 
been employed, let him use the doubtful word in the form of a ques- 
tion, thus : Did I say hbime or hhmet In the rising slide, it must b(j 
remembered that the voice rises from the genjeral ftitch gradually to 
its highest note ; in the foiling, it commences above the general jntck 
and falls down to it, but not below, as in a cadence. 

Rule 1. Direct questions, or those that can be an- 
swered by yes or no, generally require the rising inflec- 
tion, and the answers the falling. 

examples. 

Win yon go to B&ltimore ! N6. 

Have you been to New Y6rk ? Y^ 

Are we to interfere in the Gre^k cause f Certainly not. 

Did Clodius waylay Milo ? He did. 

Do temptations surround you ? Trust in G6d. 

Think you they will come to-d&y ! No, to-m6now. 

Was that man George W4shington ? It w^. 

Does he pronounce correctly ! He does n6t. 

Keep you the watch to-night t We d6, my lord. 

Can nothing more be d6ne for him ? N6thing. 

ExcEPnoN 1. Direct questions, when attended with eam- 
estresj? and strong emphasis, the answers being anticipated, 
take the falling iimection. 

Qttbstions. What is the rising Inflection? Give the example. How does the fell* 
lag inflection afllect the Tolcef Will you give one example % What eflbct has strong 
emphasis on this inflection % Whan the learner is in doubt, how can be determine Um 
inflection ? In the falling inflection, at what pitch or note uoet the Toica atart, ani 
whereendf What ia Rule First Y Will you givtf an azampla > How doaa tlia voioa 
sndtnacadenctl WhatlcBaoapilonFim? 
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EXAMPLES. 

Will you blindly rush on to destn^cUon ! 
Would you say so, if the case were youi ^wnf 
Is nut that a beautiful siinset ? 
Now can you complain of m^ ! 

Exception 2. Direct questions, when repeated with earn- 
estness and emphasis, also take the faJlijig slide ; as, Are 
you going to London i If not understood, 1 repeat it, thus, 
Are yoQ going to LoTidan ? 

Rule 2. Words and clauses connected by the dis- 
junctive oTy generally require the rising slide before, 
and the failing after it 

EXAMPI^. 
Was H from he&ven, or of mdn I 
SnaU we remain, or depart ? 
Is this book yodrs, or mine ? 
Shall I come to you with a r6d, or in \6ve 1 
Does he reside with y6u, or your br&tlier ? 
Did he depart for Bufiaio, or A^chester ? 
Are Uie people virtuous, or Ticioua I 
Are they intelligent, or ignorant ! 
Is he Affluent, or indigent ! 
You are either my friend, or my dnomy. 

Note. When or is used conjunctively^ it takes the rising 
slide after, as well as before it 

EXAMPLES. 

Would the influence of the Bible, even if it were not thd record 
of a divine revelation, be to render princes more tjrr&nnical, or. sub- 
jects more ung6vemable;.the rich more insolent, or the poor mitre 
dis6rderly ; would it make worse parents, or children, hdsbands, oi 
wives, masters, or servants, friends, or neighbors ! 

Rule 3. When negation is opposed to ajjlrmatlon^ 
the former has the rising, and the latter the falling 
jiflection, in whatever order ihey occur. 

QvBSTtoNS. Give an example illustrating the first exception. What fa Excepiioc 
•ecoiid? Will you repeat Rule Second ? What exain|>(e illustrates this rule Y Whea 
or IS used conjunctively: what slide is required f What is Rule Third 7 
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examples. 

( da not read for antitsement, but for impr^vemeni. 

He did not come here to renUUn, but to dejHj^rt* 

He will not go to-ddy^ but to-mbrrow, 

I did not say a bitter soldier, but an hlder. 

Study not so much to sh6w knowledge, as to acqitire it. 

He did not act prddently^ but Imprudently, 

We are not descendants of the RSmanSj but of the S&aonM, 

He was esteemed for wisdom, not for w&Uth,^ 

Exception. When negation is attended with strong^ em- 
pliasis, it requires the falling slide. 

EXAMPLE. 

We are troubled on ^very sidle, yet not distressed ; perplexed, but 
not in despldr ; persecuted, but not forsltken ; cast d6wn, but not 
destr6yed. 

Rule 4 When words or clauses are contrasted, they 
take opposite inflections ; the first member usually re- 
quires the rising inflection, and the latter the falling. 
This order, how*5ver, is sometimes reversed. 

EXAMPLES. 

By h6nor and dishoifbr ; by ^vil report and go6d report ; as dec^iy 
ers, and yet tx\ke ; as dnknown, and yet w^ll known ; as dying, and 
behold we live ; as ch&stenedy and not killed ; as sdrrowful, yet al- 
ways rej6icing ; as po6r, yet making many rich; as having ndthing, 
and yet possessing hH things. 

Her regard to virtue opposes insensibility to sbdune ; parity to pol- 
li^tion ; integrity to injiktice ; virtue to villauy ; cesoldtion to ikgo ; 
and 6rder to confilsion. 

It IS more blessed to do go6d, than evil. 

I would rather g6, than stky. 

I would rather w^k, than rid^. 

It is better to stddy, than to pl^y. 

QnBfrrioNS. When the nej;ative clause follows the affirmative, is the slide changed f 
Will you illustrate this rule } Give au example. What is Rule Fourth f Give an ex- 
ample in which the first member btglnM with the rising slide, and the seooDd ends with 
the falling. One in which the slides an inverted. 
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Rising Inflection. 

RuLB 6. The pause of suspension, denoting that the 
sense is unfinished, generally requires the rising inJUc* 
tion. 

EXAMPLES. 

The beauty of a pl&in, the greatness of a modntain, the ornamentfl 
of a building, the expression of a picture, and the compositioa of a 
dibcodrse, are to some persons -matters of little or no interest. 

The mild warmth of spring, the merry song of birds, and the 
sweet perfume of fldwers, conspire to regale the senses. 

The rising and setting of the s4n, the splendor of Orion in a night 
of autumn, and the immensity of the 6oean, awaken ideas of power 
awful and magnificent. 

Her vigor, her c6nstancy, her magnanimity, her penetration, 
her vigilance, and her address, are allowed to merit the highest 
prkises.' 

Note. Sentences implying condition, the case ahsolute^ the 
infinitive mode used as a nominative, the direct address not 
attended with strong emphasis, and the close of a parenthesis 
are some of' the specific cases to which the rule applies. 

exa:«ples. 
First, Condition, 
If, therefore, the whole church he come together mto one pUct^ 
and all speak with tongites, and there come in those that are %Mr 
Homed or imbeliivers, will they not say that ye are mdd f 

Second, Que Atsoiute, 
His father dying, and no heir being left except hims^f, he aiio 
ooeded to the ^t^te. 

T%ird, Infinitive Mode. 

7b look upon the soul as going on from strength to stringth ; It 

consider that she is to shine forever with new accessions of glSry 

and brighten to all eternity; carries in it something wonderful!) 

agreeable to that ambition which is natural to the mind of man. 

QonnoMs. What ia Rule Fiah 9 Whal an aome of Uw specific caaMoamed In tilt 
OOU ta which the rule appUasY 
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Fourth, Direct Addrtts, 
Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken. 

It is no surprising thing, sir, that men should sometimes diller in 
their opinions 

F^h, Parenthesis, 
If we exercise upright principles, (and we cannot have them unless 
we ixercise them,) thej must be perpetually on the increase. 

Exception. The pause of suspension, when attended with 
strong emphasis, sometimes requires the falling inflection, in 
order to express the true meaning of the sentence. 

EXAMPLE. 

The young man who incfulges in dissipation, if he does not become 
ro6r, is in danger of losing his character. 

The rising inflection on poor, perverts the sense ot the passage, and 
makes it mean, if he become poor, notwithstanding his dissipation, 
he will not lose his good character. 

Bulb 6. The expression of tender emotions gener- 
ally inclines the Toice to a gentle, upward slide. 

EXAMPLES. 
Is your father well, the old mdn of whom ye spAke ? 
Is h6 yet alive ? 
Jesus saith unto her, M4ry. 
My Mdtherl when I learned that thou wast dfcad. 
Say, wast thou conscious of the t^ars 1 shed ? 
Hovered thy spirit o*er thy sorrowing sdn, 
Wretch even th^n, life's journey just begtin? ^ 

I heard the bell tolled on thy burial day, 
1 saw the hearse that bore thee slow aw&y. 
And turning from my nursery window, drew 
A long, long sigh, and wept a last adieu. 

Rule 7. The last pause but one in a sentence for 
the sake of variety and harmony, generally has the 
rising inflection. 

EXAMPLES. 
The minor longs to be of ag^., then to be a man of bijwiness,then 
to -make up an estate, then to arrive at honors, then to retire. 

QtTBSTioNs. What is the exception to the rule for the pau!«e of suspension? WhA 
is Rule Sixth? Give an example to illustrate iU What ia liule Seventh? Give an 
iianipltf. 



Digitized 



by Google 



TOWNS FOURTH REAPER. 83 

Thou shah love the Ijord thy God with all thy hdirt, and with all 
thy b6u1, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy 
neighbor as thyself. 

A discreet and virtuous jfricnd relieves the mind; improves the 
onderstknding ; engenders new thoughts ; awakens good resoMtions 
and furnishes employment for the most v^Lcant hours in life. 

Exception. Strong emphasis sometimes requires the fall- 
ing inflection on the penultimate pause. 

EXAMPLE. 

They rushed through like a hurricane ; like an army of loenista 
have they devoured the e^rth ; the war has fallen like a waterspout, 
and deluged the land with blood. 

Falling Inflection. 

Rule 8. Indirect questions, or those which cannct 
be answered by yes or no, generally require ihefcMmg 
inflection, and the answers the same. 

EXAMPLES. 

What didst thou SLnswer ? Nothing. 

Where is your mkster ? Y6nder in the tower. 

Why sp^akest thou not? For w6nder. 

Whence c6mest thou? From the mduntains. 

What dost thou se^ ? The black-eyed R6man. 

At whose breast was your dagger kimed ? 

How shall I learn to meet those terrors? 
Who can fathom the depths of misery into which intempeianoo 
pli^nges its victims ? 

Why should a man be in love with his fitters, though of gold! 
If thou canst do man good, why dost thou n6t ? 

ExcEiTioN. When the indirect question is not, at first, 
understood, and a repetition is required, it takes the rising 
iuflcction. 

EXAJIPLES. 
Where are you g5ing ? To P6rtland. 
. Where did you s4y ? To P6rtland. 
Wliere is the burial-place of WJishingtrtn ! At Mt. VhskOfa. 
Where did you siy? At Mt. Vernon. 
Note. If the answers of questions, whether direct or 

QuBSTiONS. Wliat is the exception to Rule Seventh? Give an exampi*. Wbit ff 
BttleEighUif Give an example. What is the exception to this role I Q^.Teaa «• 
ample. 
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indirect, are given in a careless and indifierent manner 
they take the rising inflection. 

EXAMPLES. 

Are you desirous to return ? Not v^ry. 

Would you like to visit Albany ? I shduld. 

How are you pleased with the country ? Tolerably w^. 

Have you read Sh^kspeare? I have looked it 6ver. 

Rule 9. Language of authority, surprise, denun- 
ciation, exclamation and terror, generally requires the 
falling inflection. 

EXAMPLES. 
Authority, 
Chdrge, Chester ! Charge ! On, StaiJy ! bn ! 
Awiike, ye sons of Spain ! — awiikef — advance. 
Surprise, 
What a piece of work is rnhn I How noble in reason ! How in 
finite in faculties ! In form and moving, how express and ^mirabto 
In action, how like an ^gel ! In apprehension, how like a G6d ! 
Denunciation. 
Woe unto you, Phkrisees ! Woe unto you, scribes ! 
Paul said unto Elymas, O, full of all si^btlety, and aU mischief! 
Thou child of the D^vil, thou enemy of all righteousness I 

Exclamation and Terror. 
A m6nth ! Oh for a single w^ek ! I ask not for y^ars ! though 
■n age were too little for the milch I have to do ! 

They c6me ! they c5me ! the Gr^ek ! the Gr^ek ! 
Caesar cried, h^lp me, Cassius, or I sink? 

Exception. When exclamatory sentences become ques- 
tions, or are expressive of tender emotions, they usually 
require the rising slide. 

examples. 

They planted by your c4re ! N6, your oppressions planted them 
m Am^ca. They nourished by your indulgence ! They grew by 
your neglect. They protected by your &rms ! They have nobly 
taken up arms in your defiance. 

O my son Absalom ! — my s6n, my s6n Absalom ! 

Rule 10. Emphatic succession of particulars, and 
emphatic repetition, require the falling inflection. 

QDBsnoifs. Whiit is the note? What is Rule Ninth? Give anezampiA Af 
Ihere any exceptions to Rule Ninth ? What is Rule Tenth. 
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BXAMPLBS. 

Thrice was I beaten with rdds ; once was I stdned ; thriee I siif 
feied shipwreck ; a night and a day have I been in the de^p. 

€ro and tell John what things ye have seen and heard ; the blind 
s^, the lame walk, the lepers are cle^sed, the deaf h^ar, the dead 
are raised, to the poor the gospel is pre^lched. — Charity sulTereth 
long and is kind ; charity ^nvieth not ; charity rai^nteth not itself; 
is not pnffed dp ; doth not behave itself unseemly ; seeketb not hes 
6wn ; is not easily prov6ked ; thinketh no ^vil. 

The sentence is passed ; yon are condemned to die. 

You Mrr6ng me every way ; you wrbng me, Brutus ! 

The wsu: is inevitable ; and, let it chme! I repeat it, nr, let it 



rising mfleo 



COME : I 

Exception. The penultimate pause has the 
tion, according to Rule Seventh. 

Note. When the principle of emphatic succession of partieulan 
interferes with the pause of suspension, the former requiring the 
foiling slide and the latter the rising, it is frequently difficult for the 
learner to determine which to employ. In such cases he must be 
guided by the emphasis, giving the falling inflection when it is intense, 
and the rising when it is slight. 

Rule 11. Whenever the sense is complete, whether 
at the close, or any other part of the sentence, the fall- 
ing inflection shonld be employed. 

EXAMPLE. 

He that receiveth you, receiveth m^ ; and he that reeehreth me, 
receiveth him that s^nt me. 

Exception. When strong emphasis with the falling slide, 
comes near the end of the sentence, it turns the voice 
upward at the close. 

EXAMPLE. 

If we have no regard for religion in yohihy we ought to have tome 
respect for it in df^e. 

Circumflex* 
Tlie CIRCUMFLEX Is the union* of the falling and rising 

, * This union commonly begina with the ftlling lUde, tnd endi with the rieinf . Tlili 
Oilier, howerer, la somelimee lerersed. 

QuMPnoH*. OiTe en example. Whet is the exception to this rule % Whet la Rnli 
Beventh? Ofre an example. What io the exception f Whet is ClrcmnOex. 
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inflections on the same syllable or word, producing a 
slight undulation or wave of the voice. 

Rule 12. The circumflex is used in language of 
irony, sarcasm, hypothesis, and contrast. 

EXAJWPLES. 

Irony. 
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious ; 
And sure, he is an honorable man. 

Sarcasm. 
Hear him, my lord ; he 's wondrous condescending. 
Vour abilities are too infant-like for doing much alone. 

Hypothesis, 
Hume said he would go twenty miles, to hear Whitefield preach 

Contrast. 
W^ are accounted poor citizens, the patricians good. 
What authority surfeits on, would relieve us. 

Note. In some instances it may be difficult to determine whether 
circumflex, or rising inflection should be employed. Care must be 
taken not to mistake the one for the other. 
MorvotQ7ie, 

Monotone is a protracted sameness of somid on suc- 
cessive syllables or words. 

Rule 13. Language that is grave, grand, or sub- 
lime, generally requires the monotone. 

examples. 

For thus saith the high and iofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name Is Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy place. 

And one cried unto another, and said, ** Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hosts. The whole earth is fiill of his glory. 

Blessing, honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sltteth 
on the throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever. 

The seas shall waste, the skies in smoke decay, 
Rocks fall to dust, and mountains melt away ; 

QUK8TI0N8. What is the rule % Gire an example where the circumflex ariMt fton 
Irony. From sarcasm. From hypothesis. Prom oontran. What is monolonaf WImI 
la Rule Thirteenth? Qlre an axauiplo. 
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But fixed his word — his saying power remains, 
Thy reahn forever lasts — thy own Messiah reigns. 

All heaven 

Resounded, and had earth been then, aH earth 
Had to her center shook. 

As some tall cliff, that lifts Its awful form. 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm, 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head. 

Soft as the slumbers of a saint forgiven. 

And mild as opening gleams of promised heaven. 

Emphatic Monotone. 
Thou shalt not t^ike the name of the Lord thy God in nun. 
Thou shalt not kill. . 

Socrates died like a philosopher, but Jesus Christ like a Grod. 
Man glveth up the ghost, and where Is he? 

Note. Monotone is not literally an inflection, but a 8am8c<iii 
of sound on the same note. It is not, however, a perfect monot> 
nv, but has certain slight variations, peculiar to itself; ao«i is usu- 
ally numbered amonff the inflections. 



EXERCISES ON INFLECTION. 
Ezerwe 1. — To Illustrate Rule 1, Page 28. 

What, then, what was Caesar's 6bject ? Do we select extor-* 
tioners, to ^inforce the laws of equity ? Do we make choice ot 
profligates, to guard the morals of society? Do we depute 
atheists to preside over the rites of relifi^on? I will not 
press the answer ; I need not press the answer ; ttie premisei 
of m" argument render it unnecessary. What would content 
you\ Talent? No! Enterprise? N6! Courage? N6! 
Reputation? N6! Virtue? N6! The men whom you 
would select, should possess, not one, but ^11, of these. 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? He that 
formed the eye, shall he not see ? lie that cha.stiseth the 

Quwnoiti. What rule if the fini of the mtocdlaneoua exerclMi designed MjU^ 
tnul What te the rulef 
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heathen, shall not he correct ? He that teacheth man knoiid- 
edge, shall not he know ? 

Are we intended for actors in the grand drama of eternity? 
Are we candidates for the plaudit of the rational creation? 
Are we formed to participate the supreme beatitude in 
communicating happiness? Are we destined to cooperate 
with God in advancing the order and perfection of his 
w6rks ? How sublime a creature, then, is man ! 

Where ^ I? What sort of a place do I inhabit? Is it 
exactly accommodated, in every instance, to my convenience ^ 
Is there no excess of cold, none of heat, to offend me ? Am 
I never annoyed by animals, either of my own kind or a dif- 
ferent ? Is everything subservient to me, as though I had 
ordered all myself ? No, nothing like it — the farthest from 
it possible. How, then, must I determine ? Have I no inter- 
est at all ? If I have not, I am stationed here to no pur- 
pose. But why no interest ? Can I be contented with none, 
but one separate and detached ? Is a social interest, joined 
with others, such an absurdity as not to be admitted ? 

Do we not only hear but see ? are the victims of ebriety in 
our country, our state, and neighborhood ? may they some- 
times be found in our houses, at the tables where • we sit, 
among our near connections ? have they appeared among the 
young, who once gave promise of excellence, among the mid- 
dle-aged and the old, and even in the delicate sex ? Has this 
destroyer brought down the mighty — some who stood high in 
the world, and had a name for piety as well as talents ? and 
has the evil spread and increased in the body of ^e commu- 
nity ? It is, surely, a cause of solicitude, of grief, and dismay. 



Exercise 2.— To Bustrate Rule 2, Page 29. 

Will the trials of this life continue forever, or will time ' 
finally dissipate them ? 

Shall we crown the author of all these public calamities 
with gdrlands, or shaU we wrest from him his ill-deserved 
ftuthdrity? 
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Thou must learn when yo(jng, or be ignorant when in M 
age. 

Was this the calculation of one well versed in puUic aflaiiB 
or was it the dream of a smattering politician ? 

Had you rather that Caesar were living, and die all slaves, 
ot that Csesar were dead, and live all freemen ? 

Therefore, O ye judges, you are now to consider, whether 
it is more probable, that the deceased was murdered by the 
man who inherits his estate, or by him who inherits nothing 
but beggary by the same death. By the man who is raised 
from penury to plenty, or by him who is brouight from happi* 
ness to misery. By him whom the lust of lucre has inflamed 
with the most inveterate hatred against his own relations ; or 
oy him ^diose life was such, that he never knew what gain 
was, but from the product of his own labors. By him who 
of all dealers in the trade of blood, was the most auda- 
cious ; o& by him who was so little accustomed to the forum 
and trials, that he dreads not only the benches of the court, 
but the very town, in short, ye judges, what I think most to 
the point is, you are to consider whether it is most likely 
that an enemy, or a son, would be guilty of this murder. 



Exercise 3. — To Illustrate Rule 3, page 29. 

True charity is not a meteor which occasionally g^&res, but 
a luminary which, in its orderly and regular course, dispenses 
a benignant influence. 

But this is no time for a tribunal of justice, but for show- 
ing m^cy ; not for accusdtion, but for phil^thropy ; not for 
trial, but for p^op ; not for sentence and exectltion, but for 
compassion and kindness. 

Howard visited all Europe, not to survey the sumptuous* 
ness of palaces, or the stateliness of t^mpies; not to make 
accurate measurement of the remains of ancient grandeur; 
not to form a schedule of the curiosities of modem ixt; not to 
collect medals or collate manuscripts; but to dive into the 
depth of dungeons ; to plunge into the infection of hospitals ; 
to survey the mansions of sorrow and p^ ; to take the gauge 
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and dimensions of misery, depr^ion, and conttopt; to rs* 
member the forgotten, to attend the neglected, to visit the 
forsaken, and to compare and collate the distresses of all men, 
in all countries. 



Ezerdse 4. — To Illustrate Rule 4, page 30. 

Boys and girls ; men and women ; 61d and young ; pdrenta 
and children ; love and hatred ; hope and fear; joy and gritf ; 
wealth and poverty. 

What they know by reddiftg, 1 know by Action. They are 
pleased to slight my mean birth ; I despise their mean char- 
acters. Want of birth and fortune is the objection against 
me ; want of personal worth against them. 

Mirth is short and transient ; cheerfulness fixed and perma- 
nent Mirth is like a flash of lightning that breaks through 
the gloom of clouds, and glitters for a moment ; cheerfulness 
keeps up a kind of day-light in the mind, and fills it with a 
steady and perpetual serenity. 

1 esteem a habit of benignity greatly preferable to munifi- 
cence. The former" is peculiar to great and distinguished 
* persons ; the latter belongs to fliitterers of the people, who 
court the applause of the inconstant vulgar. 

Dryden knew more of man in his general nature ; and Pope 
in his local manners. The notions of Dryden were formed 
by comprehensive speculation ; those of Pope by minute at- 
tention. There is more dignity in the knowledge of Dryden, 
and more certainty in that of Pope. 

Poetry was not the sole praise of either ; for both excelled 
likewise in prose ; but Pope did not borrovy his prose from his 
predecessor. The style of Drj'den is capricious and varied ; 
that of Pope cautious and uniform. Dryden obeys the emo- 
tions of his own mind ; Pope constrams his mind to his own 
rules of composition. Dryden is sometimes vehement and 
rapid; Pope is always smooth, uniform, and gentle. Dry- 
den's page is a natural field rising into inequalities, and diver- 
sified by the varied exuberance of abundant vegetation ; Pope's 
18 a velvet lawn, shaven by the scythe, and levelled by the 
toller 
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Exercise 5, — To lUustrate Rule 5, page 31. 

Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in 
Older a declaration of those things which are most surely be- 
lieved among us, even as they delivered them unto us, which 
from the beginning were eye-witnesses, and ministers of the 
wSrd ; it seemed good to me also, having had perfect undei- 
standing of all things even from the very first, to write unto 
thee, in order, most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightess 
know the certainty of those things wherein thou hast been 
instnicted. 

When the gay and smiling aspect of things has begun to 
leave the passages to a man*s heart thus thoughtlessly un- 
guarded ; when kind caressing looks of every object without, 
that can flatter his senses, have conspired with the enemy 
within to betray him, and put him off his defence; when mu- 
sic likewise hath lent her aid, and tried her power upon the 
passions ; when the voice of singing men, and the voice of 
singing women, with the sound of the viol and the lute, have 
broke in upon the soul, and in some tender notes, have touched 
the secret springs of rapture; — that moment, let us dissect 
and look into his he^ , and see how vain, how we^, bow 
topty a thing it is. 

So when the faithful pencil has designed 
Some bright idea of the master's mind; 
When a new world leaps out at his conunand, 
And ready nature waits upon his hand ; 
When the ripe colors soften and unite, 
And sweetly melt into just shade and light ; 
When mellowing years their full perfection give, 
And the bold figure just begins to live, — 
The treacherous colois the fair art betray, 
And all the bright creation fades away ! 



Exercise 6. — To Illustrate Rule 6, page 32, 
Methinks I see a fair and lovely child, 
Sitting composed upon his mother's kn6e, 
4* 
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And reading with a low and lisping voice 

Some passage from the Sabhath ; while the tean 

Stand in his little eyes so softly blue, 

Till, quite overcome with pity, his white arms 

He twines around her neck, and hides his sighs, 

Most infantine, within her gladdened breast, 

Like a sweet lamb, half sportive, half afraid, 

Nestling one moment 'neath its bleating dam. 

And now the happy mother kisses oft 

The tender-hearted child, lays down the book, 

And asks him if he doth remember still 

A stranger who once gave him, long ago, 

A parting kiss, and blessed his laughing eyes . 

His sobs speak fond remembrance, and he weeps 

To think so kind and good a man should die. 

Death found strange beauty on that cherub br6W| 
And dashed it out. There was tint of rose 
On cheek and lip; — he touched the veins with ic^ 
And the rose faded. Forth from those blue eyes 
There spake a wishful t^demess, — a doubt 
Whether to grieve or sleep, which innocence 
Alone can wear. With ruthless hdste, he bound 
The silken fringes of their curtaining lids 
Forever. There had been a murmuring sotond, 
With which the babe would claim its mother's ^, 
Charming her even to tears. The spoiler set 
His seal of silence. But there beamed a smile 
So fixed and holy from that marble brow, 
Death gazed and left it there ; — he dared not steal 
The signet-ring of Heaven. 

O unexpected stroke, worse than of Death 
Must I thus leave thee. Paradise ? thus leave 
Thee, native soil, these happy walks and shades, 
Fit haunt of gods ? where I had hope to spend, 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day. 
That must be mortal to us both. O flowers, 
That never will in other climate grow. 
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My early visitation, and my last 

At even, which I bred up with tender hand, 

From the first opening bud, and gave ye names, 

Who now shaU rear you to the sim, or rank 

Your tribes, and water from tiie ambrosial fount 7 

Thee lastly, nuptial bower, by me adorned 

With what to sight or smell was sweet, from thee 

How shall I part, and whither wander down 

Into a lower world, to this obscure 

And wild ? how shall we brea^e in other air 

Less pure, accustomed to immortal fruits ? 



Exercise 7. — To Illustrate Hide 7, page 32. 

Though I have the gift of prdphecy, and understand aQ 
masteries, and all knowledge ; and though I have all faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, and have not chdrity, I am 
nothing. 

Charity is not puffed up ; doth not behave itself unseemly ; 
teeketh not her 6wn; is not easily prov6ked; thinketh no 
^vil ; lejoiceth in the truth ; be^eth all things ; believeth all 
tiungs ; hopeth all things ; endiireth all things. 

Inspiring rites! which stimulate fear; rouse hope; kindle 
seal; quicken dullness; increase discernment; exercise mem- 
ory ; and inflame curiosity. 



Exercise 8. — To Illustrate Rule 8, page 33. 

The high value of mental cultivation is another weighty 
motive for giving attendance to reading. What is it that 
mainly distinguishes a man from a brute? Kn6wledge. 
What makes the vast difference, then, between savage and 
civilized nations ? Kn6wledge. What forms the principal 
difference between men, as they appear in the same society ? 
Kn6wledge. What raised Franklin from the humble station 
of a printer's boy to the first honors of the country ? Kn6wl- 
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edge. What took Sherman from his shoemaker's bench, gave 
him a seat in Congress, and there made his voice heard 
among the wisest and best of his compeers ? Knowledge- 
What raised Simpson from a weaver's loom to a place ^mong 
the first of mathematicians ; and Herschel, from beirg a poor 
fifer's boy in the army, to a station among the first astrono- 
mers ? Kn6wledge. 

But, considered simply as an intellectual production, who 
will compare the poems of Homer with the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments ? Where in the Iliad shall 
we find simplicity and pathos which will vie with the narra- 
tive of Moses, or maxims of conduct to equal in wisdom the 
Proverbs of Solomon, or sublimity which does not fade away 
before the conceptions of Job or David, of Isaiah or St. John? 
But I cannot pursue this comparison. 

If, notwithstanding, so great results have flowed from this 
one effort of a single mind, what may we not expect from the 
combined efforts of several, at least his equals in power over 
the human heart ? If that one genius, though groping in the 
thick darkness of absurd idolatry, wrought so glorious a 
transformation in the character of his countrymen, what may 
we not look for from the universal dissemination of those 
writings, on whose authors was poured the full splendid of 
eternal truth ? If unassisted human nature, spell-bound by a 
childish mythology, has done so much, what may we not hope 
for from the supernatural efforts of preeminent genius, which 
spake as it was moved by the Holy Ghost? 

Ask them, What insolent guard paraded before tlieir gates, 
and invested their strong holds ? They will answer, A Roman 
legionary. Demand of them, What greedy extortioner fajt- 
tened by their poverty, and clothed himself by their nakedness ' 
They will inform you, A Roman Quasstor. Inquire of them. 
What imperious stmnger issued to them his mandates ot 
miprisonment or confiscation, of banishment or death ? They 
will reply to you, A Roman Consul. Question tliem, What 
haughty conqueror led through his city their nobles and-kingi 
in chains ; and exhibited Uieir countrymen, by thousands, in 
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gladiators' shows, for the amusement of his fellow-citizens I 
They vrill tell you, A Roman General. Require of them, 
What tyrants imposed the heaviest yoke, enforced the most 
rigorous exactions, inflicted the most savage punisnments, and 
showed the greatest gust for blood and torture ? They will 
exclaim to you. The Roman people. 

Are not my people happy ? I look upon the past and the 
present, upon my nearer and remoter subjects, and ask, nor 
fear the answer. Whom have I wronged ? What province 
have I oppressed? What city pillaged? What region 
drained with taxes ? Whose life have I unjustly taken, or 
estates coveted or robbed ? Whose honor have I wantonly 
assailed ? Whose rights, though of the weakest and poorest, 
have I trenched upon ? I dwell where I would ever dwell la 
the hearts of my people. 



Exercise 9. — To Illustrate Bute 9, page 34. 

He^ me, rash m^ ! on thy allegiance heiur me. 

Silence, ye winds. 

That make outrageous war upon the 6cean ; 
And tii6u, old 6cean, still thy boisterous waves ; 
Ye warring elements, be hushed as death. 

— — ^^ If, when three days are expired. 
Thy hated trunk be found in our dominions. 
That moment is thy death. 

You have done that you should be sorry for. 
There is no terror, Cassius, in your threats. 
For I am armed so strong in honesty. 
That they pass by me, as the idle wind, 
Which I respect not I did send to you 
For certain sums of g51d, which you denied me ; 
For I can raise no money by vile means ; 
I had rather coin my he^urt, 
And drop my blood for drachmas than to wring 
From the hard hands of peasants their vile triflli« 
By any indirection. I did send 
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To you for gold to pay my l^ons, 

Which you denied me : Was that done like Camus f 

Should / have answered Caius Cassius so ? 

When Marcus Bnitus grows so covetous, 

To lock such rascal counters from his friends, 

Be ready, gods, with all your thunderbolts ; 

Dash him to pieces ! 

T is ddne ! dread winter spreads his latest gloom, 
And reigns tremendous o'er the conquered ye^. 
How dead the vegetable kingdom lies! 
How dtimb the tuneful ! Horror wide extends 
His desolate doms&i. Behold, fond m^ . 
See here thy pictured life ; pass some few years, 
Thy flowering spring, thy summer's ardent strength, 
Thy sober autumn fading into age, 
And pale concluding winter comes at l^Ust, 
And shuts the sc^ne. 

Ah ! whither now are fled 
Those dreams of greiitness ? those unsullied hopes 
Of hiippiness ? those longings after fiune ? 
Those restless c^res ? those busy bustling d^ys ? 
Those gay-spent, festive nights ? those veering thoughts, 
Lost between good and ill, that shared thy life ? 
All now are v^ished ! Virtue sole survives; 
Immortal, never-failing friend of m^, 
His guide to happiness on hi^h. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, thii^ 
Jo ye ; lade your beasts, and go get you unto the land of Ca 
naan. And take your father, and your households, and come 
unto me ; and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, 
and ye shall eat the fat of the land. Now thou art com- 
manded, this do ye : take your wagons out of the land of 
Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring youi 
father, and come. Also, regard not your stuff, for the good 
of all the land of Egjrpt is yours. 

Such, sir, was once the disposition of a people who now 
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mrround your throne with reproaches and complaints. Do 
justice to yourself. Banish from your mind those unworthy 
opinions, with which some interested persons have labored to 
possess you.- Distrust the men who tell you that tiie English 
are naturally light and inconstant ; that they complain with- 
out a cause. Withdraw your confidence equally from all 
parties ; from ministers, favorites, and relations • and let there 
be one moment in your life in which you have consulted youi 
own understanding. 



Exercise 10.— To Illustrate Ride 10, page 34 

A stately tree grew on the plain ; its branches were cot* 
ered with verdure ; its boughs spread wide, and made a good> 
ly shadow ; the trunk was like a strong pillar ; the roots were 
like crooked f^gs. I returned ; the verdure was nipped by 
the east wind ; the branches were lopped away by the ki; 
the worm had made its way into the trunk ; the heart thereof 
was decayed ; it moldered aw&y, and fell to the ground. 

I have seen the insects sporting in the sunshine, and darl- 
ing along the stre^ims ; their wings glittered with gold and 
purple ; their bodies shone like the green ^nerald ; they were 
more numerous than I could count ; their motions were quick- 
er than my eye could glance. I returned ; they were brushed 
into the po61; they were perishing with the evening breeze ; 
the swallow had devoiired them ; the pike had seized them ; 
there were none found of so great a multitude. 

I have seen a man in the pride of his strength ; his cheeks 
glowed with beauty; his limbs were full of activity; he leap- 
ed, he walked, he mn ; he rejoiced in that he was more ex- 
cellent than those. I returned ; he lay stiff and cold on the 
bare ground ; his feet could no longer move, nor his hands 
stretch themselves out ; his life Was departed from him, and 
the breath out of his nostrils. Therefore do I weep because 
death is in the world ; the spoiler is among the works of God ; 
all that is made must be destroyed ; all that is bom must diOi 
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And the king was much tnoved, and went up to the cham- 
ber over the gate, and A^ept ; and as he went, thus he said ; 
O my son Absalom! — my son, my s6n Absalom! — would 
Grod I had died for thee, O Absalom, my s6n, my s6n ! 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! thou tliat killest the prophets, and 
stoncst them which are sent unto thee ! — how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a ben gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! 

And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife 
to slay his son. And the angel of the Lord called unto him 
out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham. And he said 
Here am I. 

4» 



Exercise 11.— To lUustrate Rule 12, page 36. 

They chose their magistrate ; 
And such a one as he, who puts his shall. 
His popular shall, against a graver bench 
Than ever frowned in Greece ! 

Let any man resolve to do right now, leaving then to do as 
it can ; and if he were to live to the age of Methuselah, he 
would never do wrong. But the common error is^ to resolve 
to act right after breakfast, or after dinner, or to-morrow 
morning, or next time. But now, just now, this once, we 
must go on the same as ever. 

The right honorable gentleman has suggested examples 
which I should have shunned, examples which I should have 
followed. I shall never follow his, and I have e'^'er avoided 
it. Am I to renounce those habits now forever ? And at the 
beck of whom? — I should rather say, of what ? A 'prentice 
politician. 

He hath disgraced me, and hindered me of half a milliom; 
Iftughed at my losses, mocked at my gams, scorned my na^ 
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don, thwarted my bargains, cooled my friends, heated my en- 
emies ; and what 's his reason ? I am a Jew. Hath not a 
Jew eyes? hath not a Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, 
affections, passions ? fed with the same food, hurt with the 
9ame weapons, subject to the same diseases, healed by the 
same means, warmed and cooled by the same winter and 
summer, as a Christian is ? 



Exercise 12. — To Illustrate Rule 13, page 36. 

O thou unutterable Potentate ! 
Through nature's vast extent, sublimely great 1 
But here, on these gigantic mountains^fliere 
Thy greatness, glory, wisdom, strength, and spirit, 
In terrible sublimity appear ! 
Thy awe-imposing voice is heard ; we hear it ! 
The Almighty's fearful voice ; attend ! It breaks 
The *silence, and in solemn warning speaks. 

Now all is hiished and still as de^th — 
How reverend is the face of this tall pile, 
Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads. 
To bear aloft its arched and ponderous roof. 
By its own weight made steadfast and immovable. 

It strikes an awe 
And terror on my aching sight. The -tombs. 
And monumental caves of death, look cold. 
And shoot a chTUness to my trembling heart. 

O thou that roUest above, round as the shield of my fathers ! 
Whence are thy beams, O sun ! thy everlasting light? Thou 
ftomest forth in thy awful beauty ; the stars hide themselves 
in the sky ; the moon, pale and cold, sinks in the western 
«^ve. But thou thyself movest alone ; who can be a com- 
panion of thy course ? * 

The oaks of the mountains fall ; the mountains themselves 
lecay with years ; the ocean shrinks, and grows again ; the 
5 D 
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moon herself is lost in heaven ; but thou art forever the same 
rejoicing in the brightness of thy course. 

When the world is dark with tempests, when thunder rolls 
and lightning flies, thou lookest in thy beauty from the clouds 
and laughest at the storm. But, to Ossian, thou lookest lit 
vain ; for he beholds thy beams no more, whether thy yellow 
hairs flow on the eastern clouds, or thou tremblest at the gates 
of the west. 

But thou art, perhaps, like me — for a season ; thy years 
will have an end. Thou shalt sleep in the clouds, careless 
t)f the voice of the morning. Exult, then, O eun, in the 
strength of thy youth ! Age is dark and unlovely; it is like 
the glimmering light of the moon, when it shines through 
broken clouds ; atfd the mist is on the hills, the blast of the 
north is on Jhe plain ; the traveler shrinks in the midst of his 
journey. 



CHAPTER V. 



MODULATION. 



Modulation implies the variations of the voice that 
are heard in reading or speaking. 

Modulation embraces a great variety of topics pertaining to the 
rolce which the limits of this treatise forbid that we should intro- 
• luce. Therefore, such only will be considered as can be easily un- 
derstood, and are absolutely necessary to givr a clear exposition oi 
the general principles of the subject. They are the following : , 

1. Expression. 3. Personation. 

2. Transition. , • 4. Rhetorical Pause. 



QuwnoNt. What b modulation Y What are the subjects pertaining to modulatios 
tbat ar« considered in thi» work ? 
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Expressum. 

Expression in elocution implies the peculiar tones 
of voice^ and the manner of utterance, expressive of 
the thoughts, feelings, and emotions, of the reader or 
speaker. 

It includes seyeral particulars, which are importaiit to be explained 
before giving any rules or directions^ as aids to its proper applioatioo. 

1. Pitch. 3. Stress. 

2. Quantity. 4. MoTement. 

Pitch. 

Pitch of voice refers to the note or key on which we 
read or speak. 

In every person's voice this key-note may have as many variatioM 
as the notes in the scale of music ; but it is sufficient for all practical 
purposes to consider it as having only three general distinctions. 

I. The high pitch, as heard in calling a person at a distance. 

9. The middle^ as heard in common conversation. 

3. The loWf as heard in a grave under key 

Qiumtity, 
QuANTrry is used to signify the volui^e or loudness 
with which one speaks on the same key or pitch. 

Learners frequently suppose that loudness means a higher note 
and, when requested to '* speak louder," immediately raise the key, 
without increasing the quantity. A person may, however, speak 
loud or soil on the same note or key. 

To illustrate this, the following sentence may first be spoken in a 

very feeble voice, and then repeated on the same pitch, doubling the 

quantity at each repetition. The dots at the end of the sentence ex- 

hilHt to the eye the increase of volume at each reading. 

Banished from Rome ! • 

Banished from Rome ! • 

Banished from Rome ! • 

Banished from Rome ! # 

QuasnoNS. What is meant by Expression, as here used ? What subjects are intPo« 
duced and explained under Expression 1 What is Pitch! How nwny general di«ino 
tioiishasPltc»if Wbataretheyl What Is Quantllj » Howls It Utartrai«I» ^^^ 
Um ezainplA. * 
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Stress. 
Stress has particular reference to the farce or im- 
pulse of utterance, and characterizes sound as forcible^ 
faint, or moderate 

Movement. 

Movement refers to the time or rate of uttering words 
and sentences. 

There are three general distinctiona ; quick, slow, and moderate. 

The only sure guide, in the application of the principles of expres- 
sion, IB clearly to comprehend the sentunent of the piece, and to entei 
fuUy into the spirit of those emotions with which such sentiment is 
naturally uttered. The learner, however, will find a few general di- 
rections of service. 

Rui.E 1. Narrative and descriptive pieces should 
generally be read in a natural, free, and conversational 
tone, and with moderate movement ; didactic, with a 
voice somewhai fuller and firmer. 

EXAMPLES. 

Narrative, 

The soil df a 4<^ merchant had abandoned himself in his youth to 
every access. -By this means he irritated his father, whose kind ad- 
vice he despised. The old man, in the decline of life, makes a will 
hy which he disinherits his younger son, and dies. Dorval, informed 
of the death of his father, reflects seriously, looks into hiaown heart, 
and deplores his past follies. He soon learns he is disinherited. This 
news draws no murmur on the memory of his father. He respects 
it even at the period most disadvantageous to his interest. He only 
says, " / have merited i<." 

This moderaaon was communicated to Jenneval, his brother, who, 
rejmcing to see the change of conduct in Dorval, goes to seek and 
embrace h^ai, and addresses him in these words, forever memorable : 
* My brother, by a will of our father's, I am instituted sole heir ; but 
he wished only to exclude the man you then were, and not him you 
now are. I render to you the portion which is due to you." 

Qds8TM>n8. What i« Stress? How doss it characterize sound? Wh«t is Mot» 
meQt I How mapy and what are tlie general distinctions ? What is Rule First, or tt.f 
nile for narratlre, descriptive pieces, &c f Read the examples. ^ 
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Everything looked smiling about us as we embarked. The moni> 
big was now in its freshness, and the path of the breeze might be 
tniced over the lake, wakening up its waters from their sleep of the 
night. The gay, golden-winged birds that haunt the shores were in 
every direction shining along the lake, while, with a graver con- 
sciousness of beauty, the swan and the pelican were seen dressing 
their white plumage in the mirror of its wave. To add to the ani- 
mation of the scene, a sweet tinkling of musical instruments came, at 
intervals, on the breeze, from boats at a distance, employed thus 
early in pursuing the fish of the waters, that suffered Uiemselves to 
be decoyed into the nets by music. 

Didactic 
Upon whatever foundation happiness is built, when that foundation 
fails, happiness must be destroyed ; for which reason it is wisdom to 
choose such a foundation for it as is not liable to destructive acci- 
dents. If happiness be founded upon riches, it is liaUe to theft, 
deceit, oppression, war, and tyranny ; if upon fine houses and costly 
furniture, one spark of fire is able to consume it ; if upon firiends, 
health, or life, a ^ousand diseases, and ten thousand events, have 
power to destroy it ; but if it be founded upon the infinite bounty and 
goodness of God, and upon those virtues that entitle to his &vor, its 
foundation is immovable, and its duration eternal. 

Rule 2. Tender emotion, pathetic and plaintive 
language, should be uttered with rather a slow move- 
ment, and in a soft and subdued tone of voice. 

EXAMPLES. 

Tender Emotion, 
Adieu, ye lays, that Fancy's flowers adorn. 
The soft amusement of the vacant mind ! 
He sleeps in dust, and all the muses mourn,— 
He, whom each virtue fired, each grace refined. 
Friend, teacher, pattern, darling of mankind! 
He sleeps in dust. Ah, how shall I pursue 
My theme ! To heart-consuming grief resigned. 
Here on his recent grave I fix fSty view, 
And pour my bitter tears. Ye flowery lays, adieu ! 



QvBanoMB. What is Rule Sbcond, or the jrule <br teoder eeootioii, *c » Whatan 
the rabfocta of the esamplw given under thi* rale I 

6* 
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Pathetic. 

When I left thy shores, O Naxoe, 

Not a tear in sorrow fell ; 
Not a sigh or faltered accent 

Spoke my bosom's struggling swell, 
Yet my heart smik chill within me, 

And I waved a hand as cold, 
When I thought thy shores, O Nazes, 

I should never more behold. 

Still the blue wave danced around us 

'Mid the sunbeam *s jocund smile 
Still tlie air breathed balmy summer, 

Wafted from that happy isle. 
When some hand the strain awaking 

Of my home and native shore, 
Then 'twas first I wept, O Naxos, 

That I ne'er should see thee more. 

Grief, 

My boy refused his food, forgot to play, 
And sickened on the water, day by day ; 
He smile more seldom on his mother's smile ; 
He prattled less, in accents void of guile. 
Of that wild land, beyond the golden wave, 
Where I, not he, was doomed to be a slave ; 
Cold o'er his limbs the listless languor grew ; 
Paleness came o'er his eye ot placid blue ; — 
Pale mourned the lily where the rose had died. 
And timid, trembling, came he to my side. 
He was my all on earth. O ! who can speak 
The anxious mother's too prophetic woe, 
Who sees death feeding on her dear child's cheek, 
And strives, in vain, to think it is not so ? 
Ah ! many a sad and sleepless night I passed 
O'er his couch, listening in the pausing blast. 
While on his brow, more sad from hour to hour. 
Drooped wan dejection like a fading flower ! 

Rule 3. Whatever is grave, solemn or dignified, 
should generally be read in a moderately deep, full, 
and firm tone, with few inflections of voice, and slow 
movement. 

Qcisnoic. W hat is Rule Third, or the mle for the laoguage of giarUj, ftcf 
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EXAMPLES. 
Gravity. 

Father! thy hand 
Hath reared theser venerable columns ; Thou 
Didst weave this verdant roof; Thou didst look down 
Upon the naked earth, and, forthwith, rose 
All these fair ranics of trees. They in thy son 
Budded, and shook their green leaves in thy breeze. 
And shot toward heaven. The century-living crow, 
Whose birth was in their tops, grew old and died 
Among their branches, till, at last, they stood, * 
As now they stand, massy and dark, 
Fit shrine for humble worshiper to hold 
Communion with his Maker. 

Solemnity, • 

How shocking must thy summons be, O Death ! 
To him that is at ease in his possessions ! 
Who, counting on long years of pleasure here, 
Is quite unfurnished for the world to come ! 
In that dread moment, how the frantic soul 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement ; 
Runs to each avenue, and shrieks for help ; 
But shrieks in vain ! How wishfully she k)oks 
On all she 's leaving, now no longer hers t 

Rule 4 Whatever partakes of grandeur, sublimity, 
awe, or deep reverence, should generally be read on a 
low note, with slow movement, and a clear voice, ap- 
proaching monotone. 

EXAMPLES. 
Grandeur. 
Night, sable goddess, from her ebon throne, 
In rayless majesty now stretches forth 
Her leaden scepter t>'er a slumbering world. 
Silence how dead ! and darkness how profound ! 
Sublimity. 
The clouds now rolled, in volumes, over the mountain tops ; their 
summits still bright and snowy, but the lower parts of an inky black 
nesB. The rain began to patter down in broad and scattered drops , 
the wind freshened , and curled up the waves : at length it seemed as 

QusmoMf. What aM the subjecta of the Ezamplef under Rule Third 7 * What ie 
EnlePourtbt WUl you name the rabjecta iUuirtmud t How ahould languagp of thia 
kmd fenenJly be rewl ) 
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if tlie bellying clouds were torn open by the mountain tops, and 
complete torrents of rain came rattling down. The lightning leaped 
from cloud to cloud, and streamed quiveriqA against the rocks, splifr 
ting and rending the stoutest forest trees. The thunder burst in tre- 
mendous explosions ; the peals were echoed from mountain to moun- 
tain ; they crashed upoti Dunderburg, and then ^olled up the long 
defile of the highlands, each headland making a new echo, until old 
Bull Hill seemed to bellow back the storm. 

Beverence and Awe 

O thou Eternal One ! whose presence bright 
All space doth occupy ; all motion guide ; 
Unchanged through timers all devastating flight 
Thou only God ! There is no God beside, 
lieing above all beings ! Mighty One ! 
•Whom none can comprehend, and none explore, 
Who flllest existence with thyself alone ; 
Embracing all, supporting all, ruling o'er— 
Being whom we call God. 

And what am I, then! Heaven's unnumbered host 
Though multiplied by myriads, and arrayed 
In all the glory of sublimest thought, 
Is but an atom in the balance weighed 
Against thy greatness ; is a cipher brought 
Against infinity ! What am I then ! Naught ! 
Naught ? But the effluence of thy light divine. 
Pervading all worlds, hath reached my bosom too ; 
Yes, in my spirit doth thy spirit shine. 
As shines the sunbeam in a drop of dew. 
Naught T But I live, and on hope's pinions fly, 
Eager toward thy presence ; for in thee 
I live, and breathe, and dwell ; aspiring high. 
Even to the throne of thy divmity. 
I am, O God, and surely thou must be. 

Rule 5. The language of §qorn, contempt, or threat- 
ened revenge, requires, in most instances, a deep and 
guttural vbice, rather slow movement, forcible uttep. 
ance, and very emphatic-significancy of expression. 

EXAMPLES. 

Scorn and Contempt, 
. • I would that now 

I could forget the wretch who stan ds before me ; 

QoMTHUi. What ta Rule Fifth, or the rule for the language of wxaa I 
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For he is like the accursed and crafty snake ! 

Hence ! from my sight ! Thou Satan, get behind me . 

Go from my sight ! I hate and I despise thee ! 

These were thy pious hopes ; and I, forsooth, 

Was ID thy hands a pipe to play upon ; 

And at thy music my poor soul to death 

Should dance before thee ! 

Thou stand*st at length before me undisguised, — 

Of all earth's groveling crew the most accursed. 

Thou worm ! thou viper ! to thy native earth 

Return ! Away ! Thou art too base for man 

To tread upon. Thou scum ! thou reptile ! 

Revcfige* 

If they wrong her honor, 
The proudest of them shall well hear of it. 
Time has not yet so dried this blood of mine, 
Nor age so eat up my invention. 
Nor fortune made such havoc of my means, 
• Nor my bad life 'reft me so much of friends. 
But they shall find awakdd in auch a kind. 
Both strength of limb and policy of mind, 
Ab^ity in means, and choice of friends, 
To quit me of them thoroughly. 

Rule 6. Language expressing joy, mirth, or othei 
pleasurable emotions, should be read with a quick 
movement, on a key slightly elevated, and with n 
•miooth and flowing voice. 

EXAMPLES. 

Joy, 

Then is Orestes blest ! My grieft are fled 
Fled like a dream ! Methinks I tread in air ! 
Surprising happiness ! unlocked for joy ! 
Never let love des|^air ! The prize is mine ! » 
Be smooth, ye seas ! and, ye propitious winds 
Blow from th' Epirus to the Spartan. coast ! 

And darkness and doubt are now flying away ; 
No longer I roam in conjecture forlorn ; — 



QuBsnoMt. What are tbe subjects of tbs Examples under Rule Fifth 9 What is 
Role Sixth, or the mlv fbr language of J97, &c 7 What are the subjects of the I 
pies under this rule . 
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So breaks on the traveler faint and astray, 
The bright and the balmy effulgence of mom. 

See truth, love and mercy, in triumph descending. 
And nature aU glowing in Eden's first bloom ! 

On the cold cheek of death smiles and roses are Mending, 
And beauty immortal awakes from the tomb. 

Gayety, 

I come ! I come ! — ye have called me long ; 
1 come o'er the mountains with light and song. 
Ye may trace my step o'er the wakening earth, 
By winds which tell of the violet's birth, ' 
By the primrose stars in the shadowy grass. 
By the green leaves opening as I pass. 

From the streams and founts I have loosed the chain ; 
They are sweeping on to the silvery main, — 
They are flashing down from the mountain brows, -» 
They are flinging spray o'er the forest boughs, — 
They are bursting fresh from their sparry caves , 
And the earth resounds with the joy of waves ! 

Note. When excessive joy is accompanied by strong 
excitement, it should be read on an elevated key^ and some- 
times even on the shouting pitch. • 

EXAMPLE. 

Excessive Joy. 

Ye crags and peaks, ] ^m with you once again ! 
I hold to you the hands you first beheld. 
To show they still are free. Methinks I hear 
^ A spirit in your echoes answer me. 

And bid your tenant welcome to his home 
Again ! O, sacred forms, how proud you look ! 
How high you lifl your heads into the sky ! 
How huge you are ! how mighty and how free ! 
Ye are the things that tower, that shine, whose smile 
Makes glad, whose frown is terrible, whose forms, 
Kobed or unrobed, do all tlie impress wear 
Of awe divine. Ye guards of liberty ! 
I *m with you once again ! — I call to you 
With all my voice ! I hold my hands to you 
To show they still are free. I rush to you, 
As though I could embrace you ! 
QuB8TioN\ What is the Note under Rule Sixth 7 
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RuLB T. The expression of anger is loud, High, ve- 
hement, and rapid in movement, varying, however, 
according to the intensity of excitement. 

EXAMPLE. 

Must I endure all this? 
All thist ay, more. Fret till your proud heart hreak ; 
Go, show your slaves how choleric you are, 
And make your bondmen tremble. Must I budget 
Must I observe you 1 Must I stand and crouch 
Under your testy humor! By the gods. 
You shall digest the venom of your spleen. 
Though it do split you ! for, from this day forth, 
I *U use you for my mirth, yea, for my laughter. 
When you are waspish. 

Rule 8. The language of authority, reproof, affirma- 
tion, denial, and defiance, generally requires a strong, 
full, energetic voice, deliberate utterance, and falling 
inflection. 

EXAMPLES. 

Authority, 
Fight, gentlemen of England ! fight, bold yeomen ! 
Draw, archers, draw your arrows to the head ; 
Spur your proud horses hard, and ride in blood ; 
Amaze the welkin with your broken staves. 
A thousand hearts are great within my boeom ; — 
Advance^our standards, set upon our foes ! 
Our ancient word of courage, fair Saint George, 
Inspire us with the spleen of fiery dragons ! ^ 
Upon them ! Victory sits on our helms. 

Authority and Defiance. 

Whence and what art thou, execrable shape ! 
That dar'st, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated ficont athwart my way 
To yonder gates 1 through them I mean to pass ! 
That be assured, without leave asked of thee. 
Retire, or taste thy folly ; and learn by proof, 
Hell-bom, not to contend with spirits of Heaven^ 

QciunoNS. What !• Rule Seventh > What !■ Rule eighth 1 How ehould the Exam 
|4ea under this rule be read? Hfhataietheeubjecteortheexamplee under hole Eighth! 
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To whom the goblin fnU of wrath replied ; — 
Art thou that traitor angel ? art thon he, 
Who first broke peace in heaven, and faith, till then 
Unbroken, and in proud rebelhous arms 
Drew after him the third part of heaven's sons. 
Conjured against the Highest, for which both thou 
And they, outcast from God, are here condemned 
To waste eternal days in woe and paini 
And reckon'st thou thyself with spirits of heaven, 
Hell-doomed, and bi*eath'st defiance here and scorn, 
Where I reign king, and, to enrage thee more. 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punishment, 
False fiigitive, and to thy speed add wings. 
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue 
Thy ling'ring, or with one stroke of this dart, 
Strange horrors seize thee, and pangs unfeh before. 

Transition, 
Transition means those sudden changes of the voice 
that are made in reading 6r speaking, prompted by the 
emotions which the sentiment of the language inspires. 

The general principles upon which transition depends may be 
learned by carefully studying the rules given for expression* 

In order to present these changes to the eye, the following cha]^ 
acters will be used. 

(h) high. (i) increase, 

(hi) high and loud. (s) slow. 

(1) low. (q) quick. 

(U) low and loud. (p) plamlive.* 

These marks are in some instances used in combination ; as, (s p) 
slow and plaintive. 

EXAMPLES. 
He scarce had ceased, when the superior fiend 
Was moving toward the shore ; — 
He called so loud that aU the hollbw deep 

* How fiir the influence of these characters extends is left for the reader to determmi 

QuBsnoMB. What is Transition f How can the general princ ^ples of Transition bt 
learned I Explain the charaders used to mark the changes of Foice in IWwHIon 
How shall the reader determine how for the inJlaence of the rhetorical charMters ex 
.endsl 
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Of hell resounded, (h 1) Princes, — Potentates, 
Warriors ! the flower of heaven, once yours, now lost, 
If such astonishment as this, can seize 
Eternal spirits. 

The language of the .first part of this example being simple nam- 
tiye, requires a moderate movement, and the middle pitch. In tbe 
latter part a transition is made to the high pitch, and a quicker move- 
ment, because the language changes from narrative to that of oon 
manding authority. 

(q) Away, away, o'er the foaming main ! 

This was the free and the joyous strain ; — 
There are clearer skies than ours, afar, 
We will shape our course by a brighter star ; 
There are plains whose verdure no foot hath pressed. 
And whose wealth is all for the first brave guest. 

(s p) But alas ! that we should go. 

Sang the farewell voices then, — 
From the homesteads, warm and low, 
By the brook and in the glen ! 

A thousand hearts beat happily — 

Soft eyes looked love to eyes which spake again, 

And all went merry as a marriage bell ; 
(1) But hush ! hark ! — a deep sound strikes like a riung knell 

Did ye not hear iti — No, — 't was but the wind. 

Or the car rattling o'er the stony street, 
(h) On with the dance ! let joy be unconfined ; 

No sleep till mom when youth and pleasure meet 

To chase the glowing hours with flying feet — 
(1) But hark ! that heavy sound breaks in once more ; 
(i) And nearer, clearer, deadlier than before ! 
fhl) Arm ! arm ! it is — it is the cannon's opening roar ! 
(p) Ah ! then and there was hurrying to and fro. 

And gathering tears, and tremblings of distress, 

and choking sighs ; — 

(q) And there was mounting in hot haste ; the steed, 

The mustering squadron, and clattering car, § 

Went pouring forward with impetuous speed. 

And swiftly forming in tlie ranks of war. 

Qotwxioms. Why is the first part of the first example spoken oq Uie middle piuh » 
tlhf the last on the high pitch 7 

6 
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PersoTuitimu 

Persona! ION implies those changes or variations of 
voice, necessary to represent two or more individuals 
as speaking. 

In reading dialogue of all kinds, this principle of elocution is em- 
ployed ; and it will at once be seen that it requires great skill to 
manage the voice in such a manner, as to represent accurately the 
characters speaking. 

Rule. Consider the condition, the feelings, and the 
temperament of the characters to be represented, and 
vary the voice in such a manner as best to personate 
them* 

EXA14PLE. 
Plain Dialogue, 

Alexander, What! art thou that Thracian robber, of whose ex- 
ploits I have heard so much ? 

Robber, I am a Thracian, and a soldier. 

A. A soldier! a thief, a plunderer, an assassin ! the pest of the 
eoontry ! I could honor thy courage, but I must detest and punish 
thy crimes. 

JR. What have I done, of which you can complaint 

A, Hast thou not set at defiance my authority, violated the public 
peace, and passed thy life in injuring the persons and property of 
thy fellow-subjects? 

JR. Alexander, I am your captive ; I must hear what you please 
to say, and endure what you please to inflict. But my soul is uncon- 
quered ; and if I reply at all to your reproaches, I will reply like a 
free man. 

To read the language used b^ \he two characters in this extract in 
the same tone, and with the same expression, would make it disa- 
greeable even to the most unpracticed ear. The condition of Alex- 
ander is that of a king and conqueror ; his passions are irritated, and 
it would be natural to suppose that he would speak in the language 
of authority and contempt. 

QuBsnoNS. What is Peraonation ? What Is the rule for Personation ? Howahould 
the part of Alexander, in the example, be read t 
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On the other hand, the robber is a captive, in the power of 
Alexander ; and, from the very circumstances in which he is placed, 
would use the language of submission and respect. 

Rhetorical Dialogue* 
When a writer introduces into his composition, fbr the sake of 
vivacity, one individual or more, as speaking, it is called Rhetorka. 
Dialoffue, and ahould be read according to the rule given above. 

IXA1\IPLES 

And if athan- said to David, Thou art the man. 
Jesus said, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou met 

They turned deadly pale at the fatal rencounter. " I was first at 
the top," said Bendearg, '* and called out first, lie down, that I may 
pass over in peace." " When Grant prostrates himself before 
Macpherson," answered the other, " it must be with a sword through 
his body." '* Turn back, then," said Bendearg, '' and repass as 
you came." " Go back yourseljf, if you like it," replied Grant. 



Bhetorkal Paute. 

V 

Rhetorical Pause is a suspension of voice where 
grammatical pmictuation does not require it 

The rhetorical pause, when properly observed, adds precision and 
force to the thought or sentiment uttered. When it precedes an 
important word or clause, it excites expectation and prepares the 
mind for what follows. 

In general, correct taste and good judgment, will better decide its 
proper length, and where it siiOuld be used, than any set rules. The 
following rule, however, embraces a few of the instances where its 
ude is required, and is introduced for the purpose of calling tho learn- 
er's attention to the subject. The pause is marked thus, ( | ). 

Rule. The rhetorical pause is generally required 
between a verb and its nominative, before and after an 

QussTiuNS. tiow should the part of the robber be read? What if Rhetorical Di» 
logueV How should it be read? What is Rlietorical Pause ? What is the rule f 
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inlervemng phrase, before an adjective when it follows 
its noun, where there is an ellipsis, and before and after 
an important word or clause of a sentence. 

EXAMPLES. 
Industry \ is the guardian of inpocenoe. 
Prospeiity \ gains fnends ; adversity \ triee them. 
Some I place true bliss in action, some \ in ease, 
Those I call it pleasure, and contentment | these. 

The great, invincible Alexander \ wept at the fate of Darius. 

Preaffitation | ruins the best contrived plans, patience | ripens the 
most difficult. 

Talents | toithotU application \ are no security for progress in 
earning. 

Wealth I %Dith a henevglent disposition \ renders the possessor a 
Uessing to the world. 

Hers was a soul | replete with every noble quality. 

Add to your faith \ virtue ; and to virtue \ knowledge ; and to 
knowledge \ temperance ; and to temperance \ patience. 

Is not the mystery comprehended in one word | sympathy t 

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that | is tht 
lamp of experience. 



EXERCISES ON MODULATION. 



Exercise 1. — To Illustrate Trarmtian, page 60 

1. Heard ye those loud contending waves, 
That shook Cecropia's pillared state ? 

Saw ye the mighty from their graves 
Look up, and tremble at her fate ? 

Who shall cahn the angry storm ? 

Who the mighty task perform. 
And bid the raging tumult cease ? 

See the son of Hermes rise ; 

With syren tongue, and speaking eyes, 

Hush the noise, and sooth to peace ! 
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2. Lo ! from tiie regions of the North, 

The reddening storm of battle pours ; 
Rolls along the trembling earth, 
Fastens on the Olynthian towers. 

(h q) 3. "Where rests the sword? — where sleep the brave « 
Awake ! Cecropia's ally save 

From the fury of the blast ; 
Burst the storm on Phocis' walk ; 
Rise ! or Greece forever falls. 

Up ! dr freedom breathes her last ! ** 

(1 s) 4. The jarring states, obsequious now, 
View the patriot's hand on high ; 
Thunder gathering on his brow. 
Lightning flashing from his eye. 

5. Borne by the tide of words along. 
One voice, one mind, inspire the throng; 
(h I q) "To arms ! to arms ! to arms !" they cry! 

" Grasp the shield, and draw the sword, 
Lead us to PhiHppi's lord. 

Let us conquer him -^ or die ! " 

(p) 6. Ah, Eloquence ! thou wast undone ; 

Wast from thy native country driven, 
When T3nranny eclipsed the sun, 
And blotted out the stars of heaven. 

7. When Liberty from Greece withdrew, 
And o'er the Adriatic flew. 

To \diere the Tiber pours his um, 
She struck the rude Tarpeian rock ; 
Sparks were kindled by the shock — 

Again thy fires began to bum ! 

8. Now, shining forth, thou mad'st compliani 

The Conscript Fathers to thy charms ; 
Soused the world-bestriding giant, 
Sinking fast in Slavery's ajm» I 
6« ■ 
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9. I see thee stand by Freedom's fane, 
Pouring the persuasive strain, 

Giving vast conceptions birth ; — 
Haxk ! I hear thy thunder's sound, 
Shake the Forum round and round— 
Shake the pillars of the earth ! 

10. First-bom of Liberty divine ! 

Put on Religion's bright array ; 
Speak ! and the starless grave shall shine 
The portal of eternal day ! 

11. Rise, kindling with the orient beam, 
Let Calvary's hill inspire the theme ! 

Unfold the garments rolled in blood ! 
O, touch the soul, touch all her chords, 
With all the omnijiotence of words. 

And point the way to heaven — to God. 



Exercise 2. — To Illustrate Rhetorical Pause, page 63. 

1. The business of training our youth in elocution | mus< 
be commenced in childhood. The first school | is the nursery. 
There, at least, may be formed a distinct articulation, which is 
the first requisite for good speaking. How rarely is it found 
in perfection | among our orators. Words, says one, refer 
ring to articulation, should " be delivered out from the lips, a& 
beautiful coins, aewly issued from the mint ; deeply and ac- 
curately impressed, perfectly finished, neatly struck by the 
proper organs, distinct, in due succession, and of due weight." 

2. How rarely do we hear a speaker, whose tongue, teeth | 
and lips | do their office so perfectly | as, in any wise, to an- 
swer I to this beautiful description ! And the common faults 
in articulation, it should be remembered, take their rise | 
from the very nursery. But let us refer to other particulars. 

3. Grace in eloquence | in the pulpit, at the bar, cannot be 
separated from grace | in the ordinary manners, in private life, 
in the social circle, in the family. It cannot well be superiii' 
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daced | upon all the other, acquisitions of youth, any more 
than that nameless, but invaluable quality, called | good 
breeding. You may, therefore, begin the work of foiming 
the orator | with your child ; not merely by teaching him to 
declaim, but what is of much more consequence, by observing 
andj[;orrecting his daily manners, motions and attitudes. 

4. We go, next, to the schools for children. It ought to 
be a leading object, in these schools, to teach the art of read- 
ing. It ought to occupy three-fold more time | than it does. 
The teachers of these schools | should labor to improve 
themselves. They should feel, that to them, for a time, arr 
committed the future orators | of the land. 

5. We had. rather have a child, even of the other sex, re- 
turn to us from school a fiiht-rate reader, than a first-rate 
performer on the piano-forte. We should feel that we had a 
far better pledge for the intelligence and talent of our child. 
The accomplishment, . in its perfection, would give more 
pleasure. The voice of song is not sweeter than the voice of 
eloquence ; and there may be eloquent readers, as well as ^elo- 
quent speakers. 

6. We speak of perfection in this art ; and it is something, 
we must say in defence of our preference, which we have 
never yet seen. Let the same pains be devoted to reading, 
as are required to form an accomplished performer on an in- 
strument ; let us have, as the ancients had, the formers of the 
voice, the music-masters of the reading voice ; let us see 
years devoted to this accomplishment, and then we should be 
prepared to stand the comparison. 

7. It is, indeed, a most intellectual accomplishment So is 
music, too, m its perfection. We do, by no means, under- 
value this noble and most delightful art to which Socrates 
applied himself, even in his old age. But one recommenda- 
tion of the art of reading is, that it requires a constant exer- 
cise ot mind. It demands continual and close reflection and 
thought, and the finest discrimination of thought. It involves 
in it perfection, the whole art of criticism on language. A 
man may possess a fine genius, without being a perfect read 
er ; but he cannot be a perfect reader without genius. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

READING POETRY. 

The rules which have been given for reading prose are, for the 
most part, equally applicable to poetry. There are, however, a (evi 
principles pertairang to the latter, and resulting from its metrical 
structure, which it is the object of this chapter to explain. 

Construction of Verse, 
The most common kinds cf English ver^ are the 
Iambic^ the Trochaic^ and Anctpestie ; deriving their 
names from the kind of feet of which they are com- 



A short or unaccented syllable, b marked thus («), and a long, or 
aooented one, thuSyC-). 

Iambic Verse, 
The Iambus consists of a short syllable and a long 
one; as, betray. 

There are seven fonrjs of this verse, named from the number- of 
feet which they eontam. The first consists of one Iambus or foot, 
and the hut of seven. 

EXAMPLE. 

With dy I uig hand, | &bdve | his head, 
H€ shook I th€ frag | ment of | hi? blade. 

Trochaic Verse, 
The Trochee consists of one long and one short syl- 
lable; as, hatefiil. 

There are six fontm of this verse ! the first consisting of one 
Trochee, or foot, and the hst of six. 



QuBBTioifB. Art the rulea fi>r reading proM applicable to poetry % What are the 
noost common kinds of English verse % Of what does an Iambus consist % Which syl 
table is accented? Which unaccented? How many forms has Iambic verse? Of 
what does a Trochee consist? Which ■yUftbtoi«acAented? Which unacGaatiadf Hom 
many forma b«s Trochaic vaiiw % 
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EXAMPLE. 

Restless | mortiUt | toil iSr | naught, 
Bliss in I Tain frdm | earth ib \ soiight. 

Anapestic Verse, 
The Anapest consists of two short syllables and one 
long one ; as, contraverie. 

There are four forms of this kind of verse ; the first consisting of 
one Anapest, or foot, and the last of four. 

EXAMPLE. 

May I gov | £m my pas | sions with ab | sdliite sway ; 
And grow wi | ser ^d bet | ter Ika life | wears away. 

Resolving poetry, in this manner, into the feet of which it is com* 
posed, is called Mcanning, 

Rule 1. Poetry should be read with a fuller swell 
of the open vowels, and in a manner more melodious 
and flowing than prose. 

examples. 
Fifth Form of lamlnc Veru. 
Thy for | ests. Wind | sor, and | thy green | retresli, 
At once the monarch's and the muses' seats, 
Invite my lays. Be present, Sylvan maids ; 
llnlock your ^rings, and open all your shades. 

Fourth and Third Form of Trochak V^rm. 
Fly a I broad, thou | mighty | gospel, 
Win and | conquer, | neVer | cease ; 
May thy lasting, wide dominions, 
Multiply and still increase 

Tfdrd Form of Anapestic Verse 

ye woods, | spread your branch | es apace» 
To your deepest recesses I fly ; 

1 would hide with the beasts of the chase, 

I would vanish from every eye. 

QVB8TI0N8. Of what doM an Ana{liB«t ccMiit? Which •yttia^e ifl iCC«»tt(ii , 
Which syUabies are unaccented) Uow many forma baa Aiii|ia«(to fawaff ^V^i4 k 
acaaoingl Woat iaRuleFintf 
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Hamumic Pauses. 

Harmonic Pauses are commonly divided into two . 
kinds : the Ccesural pause (||), and the Final pause 
(. .), each denoted by the character following its name 

The caesura! pause occurs in the middle of the line, generally af- 
ter the fourth, fifth, or sixth syllable, and rarely after the second oi 
eighth 

EXAMPLE. 

Warms in the sun, || refreshes in the breeze. 
Glows in the stars, || and blossoms in the trees. 

The final pause occurs at the end of the line, and marks the meaa- 
Qie, both in rhyme and blank verse. 

EXaJIPLKS. 

O Muse, the causes and the crimes relate ; 
What goddess was provoked, and whence her hale 
For what offence the queen of heaven began . . 
To persecute so brave, so just a man. 

^^— — — Thus with the year . . 
Seasons return, but not to me returns . . 
Day, or the sweet approach of even or mom. 

Rule 2. Harmonic pauses increase the beauty of 
verse, and should be regarded when they do not injure 
tlie sense. 



In the fbllowing verse, harmony requires the caesura] pause afler 
the word sad, but the sense requires a pause after sit, where it must 
be made, even at the sacrifice of harmony. 

EXAMPLE. 
I sit, with sad || civility I read. 



QussTioMS. How are Harmonic Pau'ies divided? After what s>'llabl«i does Um 
CeMural pause occur I Wheredoes the final pause occur? What is Rule Second f Dc 
tlM Orammatical and CBtoral pauses always coincide 9 Wliich takes the preferenoaf 
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Metrical Accent. 
Metrical Accent is a stress laid upon certain sylla« 
oles in verse, recurring at regular intervals, and gener- 
ally corresponding with the common accent, but not 
always. 

In Iambic measure, it falls on the last syllable of each foot ; as. 
How loved, how val I ued once,| avails | th^ not. 

Rule 3. The metrical accent shoilld generally be 
observed when it will not impair the sense, or so much 
derange the customary accent as to be harsh and un- 
pleasant to the ear. 

It would too much impair the sense, to read the following ezampla 
as marked, in accordance with the metrical accent. 

example. 
False eloquence^ like the prismatic glass, 
Its gaudy colors spreads in every place. 

Note. In the following examples, and An others of a sim- 
ilar character, in which there is an unpleasant harshness pro- 
duced by the conflict of the common and metrical accents, a 
compromise may be made, and both syllables may be accent- 
ed nearly alike. 

examples. 

Our supreme foe in time may much relent. 

Encamp their legions, or with bbscdwe wing. 

Metrical Changes, 

Metrical Changes are used to signify those variations 
that are sometimes made in words, by poetic license, to 
accommodate them to the measure which the verse re- 
quires. 

These changes are frequently indicated by an apostrophe, which 

Qdktions. What is Metrical Accent? Where does It fall in Iambic verse » What 
Is Rule Third t How is the sense impaired in the examples under this rule t >Vheo 
the metrical and common accents conflict, what should be done ? Wh»t »■ '"^••ai by 
Metxfcal Changes? Uow are they frequently indicatttd? 
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denotes that the word is abbreviated ; but at the present time, custom 
seems inclined, in most instapciss, to omit this notation, and leave the 
reader to determine when such changes are necessary. 

A syllable may sometimes be added to the end of a word, in pro- 
nouncing it, which would not commonly be sounded. 

Rule 4. When abbreviations are made in words, or 
additions are made to them by poetic license, they must 
generally be so far regarded in reading, as not to in- 
crease or diminish the number of syllables beyond what 
the measure requires. 

Note. WTienever a line in verse contains redundant let- 
ters or syllables, or more than the measure requires, thev 
should either be entirely suppressed, or so slightly and rapid- 
}y uttefed, as to coalesce with the one following. 

EXAMPLES. 
Abbreviations. 
On ev I eryside \ with shad | owy squad \ rons deep, 
And hosts | infu | riate shake \ the shud | deting ground. 
*Tis mine \ to teach | th^ inac \ tive hand | to reap 
Kind na | ture's boun | ties, o^er \ the globe | diffused. 
Bend Against \ the stee | py hill | thy breast. 
Who durst I defy | M' Omnip \ otent ] to arms! 

Additions. 

Let each 

His adamantine coat gird well, and eacli 
Fit well I his helm, | gripe fast | his orb | ed* shkld. 
And now beneath them lay the wished for spot. 
The sa | cred bower | of that renown | ed bard. 

(n the examples given above, the feet upon which metrical changes 
are made are printed in italics. 

* This is not properly the etymological figure of paragoge, but it has tha same efleet 
when ed is pronounced as a distinct syllable. 

QUB8TI0N8. What additions do poets sometimes make to woniif What is Bvk 
Fourth ? How shall redundant letters or syllables in verae be ti«at«d 
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EXERCISES ON POETRY. 



Exercise 1. — To Mustrate Rule 1, page 69. 

1. The Assyr | ian came down | like the wolf | on the fold 
And his co | horts were gleam | ing in piur | pie tfnd gold ; 
And the sheen | of their spears | was like stars | on the sea 
When the hlue | wave rolls night | ly on deep | Oalilee. 

2. Like the leaves of the forests when summer is green. 
That host | with their han | ners at sun | set were seen ; — 
Like the leaves of the forests when autumn hath blown, 
That host on the morrow lay withered and strown. 

3. For the angel of death spread his wings on the bla^t; 
And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed ; 

And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill, 
A.nd their hearts but once heaved, and forever grew stilL 

4. And there lay the steed with hid nostril all wide, 
But through it there rolled not the breath of his pride — 
And the foam of his gasping lay white on the turf 

And cold as the spray of the rock-beating surf. 

5. And there lay the rider distorted and pale, 
With the dew on his brow and the rust on his mail 
And the tents were all silent, the banners alone, 
The lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown. 

6 And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal ; 
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword, 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord ! 
7 
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Exercise 2. — To Illustrate Rule 2, page 70. 

Of man's first disobedience, II and the fruit • 
Of that forbidden tree, II whose mortal taste . • 
Brought death into the world, II and all our woe, 
With loss of Eden, II till one greater Man . • 
Restore us, II and regain the blissful seat, 
Sing, heavenly muse, II that on the sacred top . . 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, II didst inspire . . 
That shepherd, II who first taught the chosen seed) 
In the beginning II how the heavens and earth . . 
Kose out of chaos ! Or, if Sion hill 
Delight thee itiore, and Siloa's brook, that flowed 
Fast, by the oracle of God ; I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my adventurous song. 
That with no middle flight intends to soar 
Above th' Aonian mount, while it pursues 
Thmgs unattempted yet in prose or rhyme. 

liO ! the' poor Indian ! II whose untutored mmd . < 
Sees God in clouds, II or hears him in the wind ; 
His soul n proud science never taught to stray . . 
Far as the solar walk, 11 or milky way ; 
Yet simple nature to his- hope has given, 
Behind the cloud-topped hill, an humbler heaven ; 
Some safer world in. depth of woods embraced, 
Some happier island in the watery waste, 
Where slaves once more their native land behold. 
No fiends torment, no Christians thirst for gold. 
To BE, contents his natural desire. 
He asks no angel's wing, no seraph's fire , 
But thinks, admitted to that equal sky, 
His iaithful dog shall bear him company 
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PART !!.• 



EXERCISES IN READING. 



LESSON I. 

PRE-EMINENCE OF AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS. 

BANCROFT. 

1. The United States of America constitute an essentia] 
portion of a great political system, embracing all the civilized 
nations of the earth. At a period when the force of moral 
opinion is rapidly increasing, they have the precedence in the 
practice and the defense of the equal rights of man. The 
sovereignty of the people is here a Conceded axiom,* and the 
laws, established upon that basis, are cherished with faithful 
patriotism. 

2. A^ile the nations of Europe aspire after change, our 
constitution engages the fond admiration of the people, by 
which it has been established. Prosperity follows the execu- 
tion of even justice ; invention is quickened by the freedom of 
competition ; and labor rewarded with sure and unexampled 
returns. Domestic peace is maintained without the aid of a 
military establishment ; public sentiment permits the existence 
of but few standing troops, and those only along the seaboard 
and on the frontiers. 

3. A gallant navy protects our commerce, which spreads it? 
banners on every sea, and extends its enterprise to every 
clime. Our diplomatic** relations connect us, on terms of equal- 
ity and honest friendship, with the chief powers of the world ; 

' * Fmt explanations in relation to Part 11., eee prefiice. 

» Axiom; Mif«videat tnitli b Diplomatic; pertaining to pubUc minl««(a ct 
tttvoye. 
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while we avoid entangling participation in their intrigues, 
their passions, and their wars. Our national resources are 
developed hy an earnest culture of the arts of peace. Every 
man may enjoy the fruits of his industry ; every mind is free 
to |)uhlish his convictions. 

4. Our government, by its organization, is necessarily 
identified with the interests of the people, and relies exclu- 
sively on their attachment for its durability and support 
Nor is the constitution a dead letter, unalterably fixed; it 
has the capacity for improvement ; adopting whatever changes^ 
time and the public will may require, and safe from decay, sa 
long as that will retains its energy. 

5/ New states are forming in the wilderness ; canals, inter- 
secting our plains and crossing our highlands, open numerous 
channels to internal commerce ; manufactures prosper along 
our watercourses ; the use of steam on our rivers and railroads 
annihilates distance by the acceleration of speed. Our wealth 
and popuktion, already giving us a place in the first rank of 
nations, are so rapidly cumulative,* that the former is increased 
fourfold, and the latter is doubled, in every period of twenty- 
two or twenty-three years. 

6. There is no national debt ; the conununity is opulent ; 
the government economical; and the public treasury full. 
Religion, neither persecuted nor paid by the state, is sustained 
by the regard for public morals and the convictions of an en- 
lightenecf faith. Intelligence is diffused with unparalleled 
universality ; a free press teems with the choicest productions 
of all nations and ages. There are more daily journals in the 
United States than in the world beside. 

7. A public document of general interest is, within a month, 
reproduced in at least a million of copies, and is brought with- 
in the reach of every freeman m the country. An immense 
concourse of emigrants of the most various lineage is perpet- 
ually crowding to our shores ; and the principles of liberty; 
uniting all interests by the operation of equal laws, blend the 
discordant elements into harmonious union. 

8. Other governments are convulsed by the innovations and 

• Cu'mulalive; augmenting. 
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nefonns of neighlxHring states ; our constitution, fixed in tlie 
afiections of the people, from whose choice it has sprung, ned- 
tiralizes the influence of foreign principles, and fearlessly openi 
an asylum to the virtuous, the unfortunate, and the oppressed 
h( every nation. 

9. And yet it is but little more than two centuries, sinoe 
ihe oldest of our states received its first permanent colony. 
Before that time ihe fi^ole territory was an unproductive 
waste. Throughout its wide extent, the arts had not erected 
a m<mument 

10. Its only inhabitants wei^ a few scattered tribes of fee- 
ble barbarians, destitute of commerce and of political connec* 
tion. The ax and the plowshare were unknown. The soil, 
which had been gathering fertility from the repose of centu- 
ries, was lavishing its strength in magnificent bift useless vege- 
tation. In the view of civilizaticm, the immense domain* was 
a solitude. 



LESSON n. 

THB LAST NIGHT OF THB V0TA6B. 

SHAW. 

1. Those who have deserved the most at the hands of this 
world, have often fared the worst. Poverty and persecution 
have been the lot of genius ; the stake and the cross, the re- 
ward of piety. We have a striking illustration of 4his, in the 
treatment which Christopher Columbus received from his fel- 
low-men. 

2. A nobler man never breathed this air ; and yet, he was 
murdered with obloquy !** He whose merit a crown could 
not have met, was glad of a refuge in the gra^. Succeeding 
genemtions have made retribution*' to his memory; but jus- 
tice is mockery to the dead. The repose of Columbus would 
gave been as sweet, and his eternal glory as great, without 
our -fruitless homage. 

3'. We have followed this wonderful man witn growing in- 

a IXmiain' ; national dominion, b Ob^Ioquy ; diagisM. « Betriba'Uon ; ncom|MnM 
7* 
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terest, from the beginning to the end of his career. We hav« 
watched him from the first faint glirrimer of his grand concep- 
tion, until it shone upon him with the burning brightness oi 
a sun; filling the whole heavens with its glory, and drowning 
every feebler luminary in its light. But if we were searching 
bis life for a scene of surpassing sublimity, we would fix on 
the last night of his voyage. 

4. Man never started on an enterprise more grand or peril- 
©us than Columbus. He was about to search the wide wastes 
of an unexplored ocean, for a world which even the most san^ 
guine only dared to hope had an existence. Columbus lefl 
Spain with three vessels, so small and poorly constructed, that 
a madman at the present day would hardly venture in them a 
hundred miles from land. Two of them had no decks in the 
center ; and the other, which carried the High Admiral,* was 
biit little better fTtted to meet the storm. 

6. In such plight as this, on Friday, the third of August, 
1492 after almost eighteen years of fruitless supplication, 
Colu^abus and his followers set sail from the port of Palos.^ 
Day after day they keep on their course to the West They 
reach waters which no keel had plowed, no line sounded ; and 
still, DO signs of ki.d ! 

6. Week follo^^'s %week, until thousands of miles stretch 
between them and their native shores ; and still, no signs of 
land ! Their provisions are nearly gone ; the sails hang in 
rags about the spars ; the vessels groan as they mount each 
succeeding wave ; and still, no signs of land ! Faith, weary 
with watching, ceases to expect Hope, worn by its vigils,* 
no longer looks. 

7. Never did a darker night overtake man, than the last 
night of that gloomy voyage. To-morrow, by mutual agree* 
ment between the Admiral and his crews, if no- land apjx^ar, 
they are to turn their bows toward Spain. But even this 
scarcely afibrded hope. Before they could reach the nearest 
port, their provisions might be exhausted, or the relentless 
tempest might send their shattered barks to the bottom. 

• High Ad'mina ; chief commandor of a fleet b Pftaoi ; a port In Spain, e Ylglto- 
vatchinga. 
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They torn into their hammocks ;* but not to sleep. Sad te* 
membrances, gloomy forebodings, weigh down their souls. 

8. They chide the folly which allured them from Spain. 
They think of the friends who stood on the beach and waved 
an ominous farewell ; and, oh ! they must mept them again 
no more, until the sea give up the dead that are in it But, 
ah ! as they turn on their faces and abandon themselves te 
despair, what sound is that which comes from the deck ! It 
is the voice of their leader; it is the electric cry, **Land! 
land ! " * Yes, *^ Land ! land ! " rises for the first time over that 
unsounded sea. 

9. They leap fnwn their hammocks; they rush to the 
decks; and, gazing with strained eye-balls over the bows, 
see a faint light in the distance, moving, as it seems, from 
place to place. Hoping, hardly daring to hope, they wait foi 
morning; when, lo! as it breaks, one of those £ur isles 
which stud the ocean rises from the shades of receding night 

10. It rises in native lovelmess, unmarred by man, unpro- 
faned by the ax, its fields kissing the waters, its forests salut- 
ing the clouds. Transported with joy, forgetful of the past, 
anticipating the glory of the future, — they simultaneously 
breal^ forth in praise to God. From every vessel, from every 
tongue, one glad song ascends to Heaven ; and the ** Te 
Deum"^ swells where waves had roared and wild winds 
wailed. 



LESSON UL 

RETURN AND RECEPTION OF COLUMBUS. 

IRVINO. 

L The fame of his discovery had resounded throughout 
the nation, and as his route lay through several of the finest 
and most populous provinces of Spain, his journey appeared 
like the progress of a sovereign. Wherever he passed, the 
surrounding country poured forth its inhabitants, who lined 
the road and thronged the villages. 

2. In the large towns, the streets, windows, and balconies 

• llam'mock* ; sailors' bods. *» Te De'uni ; ft hjmn of thaoksgiying. 
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were filled with eager spectators, who rent the air with 
acclamations. His journey was continually impeded hy the 
multitude pressing to gain a sight of him, and of the Indians,* 
who were regarded with as much admimtion as if they were 
natives of another planet. 

3. It was impossible to satisfy the craving curiosity which 
•Bsailed himself and his attendants, at every stage, with innu- 
merable questions ; popular rumor, as usual, had exaggerated 
(he truth, and had filled the newly found country with aL 
kinds of wonders. It was about the middle of April, that 
Columbus arrived at Barcelona, where every preparation had 
been made to give him a solemn and magnificent reception. 

4. The beauty and serenity of the weather, in that genial 
season and favored climate, contributed to give splendor to 
this memorable ceremony. As he drew near the place, many 
of the more youthful courtiers,^ together with a vast concourse 
of the populace, came forth to welcome him. His entran^^e 
into this noble city has been compared to one of those tri- 
umphs, which the Romans were accustomed to decree to con- 
querora. 

6. First were paraded the Indians, painted according to 
their savage fitshion, and decorated with tropical feathei%, and 
with their national ornaments of gold ; after these were borne 
various kinds of live parrots, together with stuffed birds and 
aninmls of unknown species, and rare plants, supposed to be 
of precious qualities ; while great care was taken to make a 
conspicuous display of Indian coronets,'^ bracelets, and other 
decorations of gold, which might give an idea of the wealtb 
of the newly discovered regions. 

6, After these followed Columbus, on ho rseback, surrounded 
by a brilliant cavalcade* of Spanish chivalry. The streets 
were almost impassable from the countless multitude; the 
windows and balconies' were crowded with the fair; the 
very roofs were covered with spectators. It seemed, as if 

a lod'Uui ; (Ind' jan.) b Couit'lon, (kdit'jrara ;) lUenduitfl on couiti. e Gor'onelB : 
ocnameatal hnd-dnaan. <l Caralcada' ; a procoMion on bocMbaclL • Bal'conios ; 
p«UeriM In fr<mi<»f houMt. 
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the pnUic eye could not be sated with gazing on these 
trophies of an unknown world, or on the remarkable man by 
whom it had been discovered. 

7. There was a sublimity in this event, that miiiglrd a sol 
emn f(?eling with the public joy. To receive him wiih suita- 
ble pomp and distinction, the sovereigns had ordered theii 
throne to be placed in public, under a rich canopy of brocade 
of gold, in a vast and splendid saloon/ Here the king and 
queen awaited his arrival, seated in state with the prince 
Juan beside them, and attended by the dignitaries of theii 
court, and the principal nobility of Castile.** 

8. At length Columbus entered the hall, surrounded by a 
brilliant crowd of cavaliers.* A modest smile lighted up his 
features, showing that he enjoyed the state and glory in which 
he came ; and certainly nothing could be more deeply moving 
to a mind inflamed by noble ambition, and conscious of having 
greatly deserved, than were these testimonials of the admira- 
tion and gratitude of a nation,* or rather of a world. 

9. As Columbus approached, the sovereigns rose as if re- 
ceiving a person of the highest rank. Bending his knees, he 
requested to kiss their hands ; but there was some hesitation 
on the part of their majesties to permit this act of vassalage. 
Raising him in the most gracious manner, they ordered him 
to seat himself m their presence ; a rare honor in this proud 
and punctilious court. 

10. At the request of their majesties, Columbus now gave 
an account of the most striking events of his voyage, and a 
description of the islands which he had discovered. He dis- 
played the specimens he had brought of unknown birds and 
other animals; of rare plants, of medicinal and aromatic 
virtue ; of native gold, in dust, in crude masses, or labored 
into barbaric ornaments ; and, above all, the natives of these 
countries, who were objects of intense and inexhaustible 
interest ; since there is nothing to man so curious as the 
varieties oi his own species. 

11. All these he pronounced mere harbingers'* of great 

• Saloon' 5 a spadow room, b CastU^, (kas-teeK j) a provlnoe in Spain. • GaT« 
Vmn, Qa.T'-tirkmif i) knigbta. < Bar^ingera } foreronnarf. 



Digitized by Google 



82 town's fourth reader. 

discoveries he had yet to make, which would add reailm^ of 
incalculable wealth to the dominions of their majesties, and 
whole nations of proselytes* to the true faith. The words of 
Columbus were listened to with profound emotion by the 
sovereigns. 

12. When he had finished, they sunk on their knees, and 
raised their clasped hands to heaven ; their 6yes filled with 
tears of joy and gratitude, they poured forth thanks and 
praises to God for so great a providence ; all present followed 
their example ; a deep and solemn enthusiasm pervaded that 
splendid assembly, and prevented all common acclamations 
of triumph. 

13. Such was the solemn and pious manner in which the 
brilliant court of Spain celebrated this sublime event. When 
Columbus retired from the royal presence, he was attended 
to his residence by all the court, and followed by the shouting 
populace.** For many days he was the object of universal 
curiosity, and wherever he appeared, he was surrounded by an 
admiring multitude. 



LESSON IV. 

SUFFERINGS OF THE PILGRIMB.' 

EYEBBTT. 

1. From the dark portals'* of the star-chamber,' and in the 
stem text of the acts of uniformity, the pilgrims received a 
commission more efficient than any that ever bore the royal 
seal. Their banishment to Holland was fortunate ; the de- 
cline of their little company in the strange land was fortunate ; 
the difficulties which they experienced in getting the royal 
consent to banish themselves to this wilderness were for- 
tunate ; all the tears and heart-breakings of that ever memo- 
rable parting at Delfthaven,' had the happiest influence on 
the rising destinies of New England. 

2. All this purified the ranks of the settlers. These rough 

• Proa'elytes } converts. bPop^ulacej tiie people, cpu'grims} wandererSj th« 
flrftt lettlers in New England, d Por't&Is ; gates or doors. • Star'-Chamber ; an Bog 
i* court, f DeUtha'yeii, (Dglft-hi'Yen }) 4 town In Holland. 
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Concbes of ' fortune brushed off the light, uncertain, selfish. spir- 
its. They made it a grave, solemn, self-denying expedition, 
and required of those who engaged in it to be so too. They 
cast a broad shadow of thought and seriousneos over the 
eause ; and if this sometimes deepened into melancholy and bit- 
terness, can we find no apology Tor such a human weaJxiie^.^ * 

3. Their trials of wandering and exile, of the ocean, the win- 
ter, the wilderness, and the sava^ne foe, were the finnl assur- 
ance? of success, h was these thAt pvit far aumy from our 
ikthers' cause, all patrician* softness, all hereditary claims to 
preeminence. No efleminate nobility^' crowded into the dark 
and austere ranks of the pilgrims. 

4 . M e tb in k s 1 see one so I i ta r5% a J vent a r ou s vesi^e 1 , the M a y- 
flower, of a forlorn hope, freighted v/ith the prospects of a 
fiiture state, and bound across the anknoi^ti sea. 1 behold it 
pui-suing^ with a thousand misgiirings, the uncertain, the teJi- 
ous voyage. Suns rise and ^t, and weeks and months poL^^s, 
and winter surprises them on the deep, but brings tliem not 
tlje sight of the wished-for shorp» 1 see them now scantily 
supplied with provisions^ crowded almost to snfflication in 
their ill-stored prison ; delayed hy calms^ pursuing a circuit- 
ous route; and now driven in fury before the raging tempest, 
on the high and giddy waves. The awful voice of the storm 

^ howls through the rigging- 

5. The laboring II uii^ti seem itiaining from their base; tlic 
dismal sound of the pumps is heard ; the slilp leap«j as it 
were madly, from billow to bllluw; the ocean breaks, and 
Betilori with ingulfiiig floods over the floating deck, and beats 

} WJtli dtindening, shivering weight, against the staggering ves- 

£eL 1 see them escaped from these perils, pursuing their all 
but desperate undertaking, and landed at hist, after a five 
jnoriths^ passage, on the ice-clad rncka of Plymouth ;'' weak and 
weary from the voyage^ poorly armed, scantily provisionetl, 

j depending on the charity of their ship- master for a dratight 

of beer on board, driukhig nothing but wat'T on shore, witli- 
out shelter, wiihout ineaus^ surrounded by hostile tribes. 



r 



■ Ptatri'clin I noWa, of noble fartikiy or iinu, h Nol^il'ii/ ; pcrwns ofriikk In a n 
ilChy* 8 Hfrniyutli ; n lovin In ^t<u■ac liuwltB, wtwre %\» FllftJjJW flf»t ■CtUf^l 
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6. Shut 'now the volume of history, and tell me, on any 
principle of human probability, what shall be the fate of this 
handful o( adventurers ? Tell me, msln of military science, ui 
how iilany months were they all swept off by the thirty savage 
tribes, enumerated within the early limits of New England ? 
Tell me, politician, how long did a shadow of a colony, on 
which your conventions and treaties had not smiled, languish 
on the distant coast? Student of history, compare for me the 
baffled projects, the deserted settlements, the abandoned ad- 
ventures of other times, and find the parallel of this. 

7. Was it the winter's storm, beating upon the houseless 
heads of women and children ? was it hard, labor and spare 
meals ? was it disease ? was it the tomahawk ? * was it the deep 
malady of a blighted hope, a ruined enterprise, and a broken 
heart, aching in its last moments at the recollection of the 
loved and left, beyond the sea? was it some, or all of these 
united, that hurried this forsaken company to their melancholy 
fate ? And is it possible, that neither of these causes, that not 
all combined, were able to blast this bud of hope ? Is it possi- 
ble, that from a beginning so feeble, so frail, so worthy not so 
much of admiration as of pity, there has gone forth a progress 
80 steady, a growth so wonderful, an expansion so ample, a 
reality so important a promise, yet to-be fulfilled, so glorious? 



LESSON V. 

TH& PILGRIMS. 

MRS. 6IOOURNET. 

How slow yon tiny vessel plows the main ! 
Amid the heavy billows now she seems 
A toiling atom ; then from wave to wave 
Leaps madly, by the tempests lashed, or reels, 
Half wrecked, through gulfs profound. 

Moons wax and wane, 
But still that lonely traveler treads the deep ; 

»Tom'ahawk; a& Indian hatcbtl. 
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1 se€ an ice-bound coast, toward wliich she steers 
With such a tardy movement, that it seems 
Stern Winter's hand hath turned her keel to stone, 
And sealed his victory on her slippery shrouds * 
They land ! — They land ! 

^ Forth *they come 
From their long priKojv, hardy forms, that brave 
The world^s unkindness, men of hoary hair. 
And virgins of firm heart, and matrons grave. 
Bleak Nature^s desolation wraps theni round, * 

Eternal forests, and unyielding earth, 
And savage men who through the thickets peer** ' 
With vengeful arrow. 

What could lure thoir steps 
To this drear desert ? Ask of him who left 
His father's home to roam through HaranV wild»t 
Distrusting not the guide who called him forth, 
Nor doubting, though a stranger, that his seed 
Should le as ocean's sands, 

But yon lone bark 
Hath spread her parting sail. They crowd the strand^ 
Those few J lone pilgrims. Can ye scan the woe 
That wrings their bosoms, as the last frail link 
Binding to man, and habitable earth, 
is severed ? Can ye tell what pangs were there. 
What keen regret?, what sickness of the hean, 
What yearnings o*er their forfeit land of birth, 
Their distant dear ones ? 

Long, w^itb straining eyea 
They watch the lessenmg speck Hear ye no shriek 
Of anguish, when that bitter loneliness 
Sank down into ttieir bosoms? No! they turn 
Ba;k to their dieiuy, famished hnts, and pray I 
Pray, — and the ills that hauni this transient l^fe 
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Fade into air. Up in each girded breast 

There sprang a rooted and mysterious strenfiJi,— 

A loftiaess to face a world in arms, 

To strip the pomp from scepter and to lay 

Upon the sacred altar the warm blood 

Of slain affections, when they rise between 

The soul and God. 

7. And can ye deem it stranv* 
That from their planting such a branch should biooi^ 
As nations envy ? Would a germ, embalmed 
With prayer's pure tear-drops, strike no deeper J»^ 
Than that which mad ambition's hand doth strew 
Upon the winds, to reap the winds again ? 

Hid by its veil of waters from the hand 
Of greedy Europe, their bold vine spread forth 
In giant strength. Its early clusters, crushed 
In England's wine-press, gave the tyrant host 
A draught of deadly wine. 

8. O, ye who boast 

In your free veins the blood of sires like these, 
I^ose not their lineaments. Should Mammon* cling 
I'oo close around your heart, or wealth beget 
1 hat bloated luxury which eats the core 
V 'oin manly virtue, or the tempting world 
^•.k,3 faint the Christian purpose in your soul, 
Turn ye to Plymouth's beach, and on that rock** 
Kneel in their foot-prints, and renew the voW 
They breathed to God. 



LESSON VI. 

WESTWARD MOVEMENT OF CrVILIZATION. 

MORLBV. 

1. Decidedly one of the most interesting points in tlie 
past history of the United States, is the striking illustration iC 
has afforded of the great law of civilization, its movement from 
east to west. It was a direct and startling demonstration of 

ft Manyraon ; the god of ricbat. t Bock; the PlyuMaOi rock, when tht pUfrUoi 
fizstlaoded. 
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fiie troth which history has long labored to indicnte. The 
land upon which the sun of civi!ji:ation first rose, we know 
not with certainty; but as far Imck as our vision can extend, 
we behold it shining^ upon the most eattem limiis of the east- 
ern hemisphere. 

2. Assyria J* Egyptj Greece, Borne, we behold successively 
lighted, upj as the majestic orb rolls over them ; and as he 
advances still farther through his storied and mysterious 7^ 
diac, we behold the shadows of evening as surely stealing 
upon the lands which he leaves behind him- 

3. Rome falls befom the adventurous and destructive Goth i*' 
and for a moment the world seems darkened ; but vast causes, 
new materialsj conflicting elementSj are silently at work to 
produce order out of apparent chaos, through the long eclipse 
of the dark ages ; and when light is again restored, behold, 
the radiance which we first worshiped on the shores of the 
Indian Ocean has at la?t reached and illimiined the whole 
coast of tlie Atlantic, while the most western states of Europe 
are rejoicing in its beams. 

4- Here, it would seem* the sun's course was finisHedi 
The law which has hitherto visibly governed his career niust 
be reversed ; the world's western limit has been reached, und 
either his setting is at hand^ or he must roll backward through 
his orbiL But it is not so. Just as we were about to doubt 
the universality of the law, which we believed indubiiiibly 
and historically established, the world swings open upon its 
hinges, and revcab another world beyond the ocean, as vast 
and perfect as itself. 

B. America starts into existence, the long- forgotten dream 
of the ancients is revived and realisedt and the world's history 
is rounded mto as complete a circle as its physical con forma* 
tion* We have said that the exempliiication of the westward 
inarch of culture was the most striking feature in the hhvary 
of America, Connected with this, however, and hardly of 
less importance, is tiie illustration which it affords ua of the 

» Afl-ayr'-Um \ a.n vtrJenL cnuntry, vow a. part of Turkey In Aafa. ^ Tlw GMtm wen 
m IRCicqt iivop^ Buca 6Cc^upjrin| what, im n^w SwodAk 
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manner in which the civilization of the world has been suo 
cessively entrusted to distinct races. 

6. Throwing out at t)nce all disquisition concerning the 
great races which have regularly made their appearance, and 
accomplished their mission in past o^s, we turn our alten 
tion simply to the great race of tba present time. This is 
indubitably, the Anglo-Saxon race.* We assume this with- 
out argument, because we beliere that none of our readers 
will be desirous of holding us tj the proof. 

7. The Anglo-Saxon, like a J great races, is of a composite 
origin ; and its materials would ahnost seem to have been 
carefully selected with the view of producing a breed of sin- 
gular energy, endurance, and power. The Saxon hardihood, 
the Norman'* fire, the Teutonic* phlegm, had long ago been 
molded, one would deem, for some great purpose, into one 
grand national stock ; and to this race, when it had attained 
the fulness and perfection of its strength, was the conquest 
of America entrusted. 



LESSON VIL 

THE SAME SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

MOBLST. 

1 The original colonLaition of this country by the Eng- 
lish, and the present system of internal colonization success- 
fully prosecuted in the United States, from east to west, form 
a striking counterpart to the Gothic invasion of the Koman 
empire in the fifth century. 

2. The one ^vas the irruption of barbarism upon an ancient 
civilization; the .other, the triumph of civilization over an 
ancient barbarism. Each was, in a great degree, the work 
of the same race ; and it would truly seem that the barbarian 
has begun to pay the debt which he has owed to humanity 
iiincethe destruction of the Western Empire. 

« Aiu;lo-Saxon race; descendanta of the Angli and Sazones, who united and con- 
quered England in the fifth century, b Normans; the inhabitants of ancient Scandl* 
DtTia, or Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, e Teutonee ; an ancient peo^ oocujkyiof 
• pan of wlM If now GtUed Denmark. 
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3. The civilized Goths, whose mission is now to contend 
with and humanize the wilderness of America, are the de- 
scendants of those Goths who for a time annihilated the an« 
cient civilization of Europe ; and the task of destruction which 
they so successfully accomplished, and which resulted, after 
all, in a great benefit to the haman race, differed no lees in 
its geiteraJ nature from their present condition, than did the 
instruments by which it wns effected differ from those by 
which the conquest of America is in the cours^e of accom* 
plislimert. 

4, The Roman s^te retained j in appearance^ the same gi- 
gantic pro pon ions which bclonc^ed to it when it sat enthroned 
upon the whole civilized world. It was a vast but a hollow 
shell ; outwardly imposing^j but inwardly rotten to the core ; 
and with the first stroke of the sword of Alaric,* it crumbled 
irto dust. The Goth was but the embodiment of the doom 
which had long impended over the empire of the Caesars.^ 

5* He was but the appointed actor in the last scene of that 
historic destiny which had ruled the state since Romulus^ first 
watched the vulture *s flight from the Palatine."^ For purposes 
inscrutable then^ probably t but plain enough to every human 
intelligence at the present day, the civilization of Europe, 
after having reached and passed the highest possible point 
of refinement, was for the time annihilated. The Goth 
destroyed, but he did not rebuild, 

fl. Beneath the foot-print of the barbarian's war-horse, the 
grass withered and never revived. It was but a t^^ie of ths 
utter exhaustion of the soil ; and after the tempest had kin 
waste every vestige of the extraordinary culture which hadi 
as it wercp drained and impoverished the land, it lay fallow 
' for ages before it was again susceptible of cultivation. The 
CO lonijsati on of America was exactly the reverse of tlie ph' 
'^ure. The race that had destroyed now camt forward to civ- 
dize and humanize. 



". Ai'arlc; king of the Vfcsi^thi ^ Cflwirs; JuJiu* Catsor, Auifuiittn ( 
Eoiriiwi 41111*1 OFH. ^ K&in'-ti lua ; vba (trnadu of Edom. * PiiTi.tliie ; we of tba 
cQVon hiiU v^ which ftdcoQ u«4 iHiilk* 
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7. The Goth of the fifth century, whose courser's hoof 
crushed every flower in his track, reappears in the seven 
teenth, with his hand upon the plowshare, and cities spring 
up like corn-blades in every furrow which he traces through 
tlie wilderness. His task is but just begun. He has but en- 
tered upon his sublime mission ; and it is to be expected ♦hat 
as many centuries as elapsed before the old world was ripened 
for his destroying scythe are again to be told, before he is to 
enjoy the perfected fruits of his present labors* 



LESSON vm 

FATE OF THE INDIANS 

BTOBY. 

1. There is, indeed, m the fate of these unfortunate beings, 
much to awaken our sympathy, and much to disturb the so- 
briety of our judgment; much which may be urged to excuse 
their own atrocities ; much in their characters which betrays 
us into an involuntary admiration. What can be more mel- 
ancholy than their history ? By a law of their nature, they 
seem destined to a slow, but sure extinction. Everywhere, 
at the approach of the white man, they fade away. 

2. We hear the rusting of their footsteps, like that of the 
withered leaves of autumn, and they ore gone forever. They 
pass mournfully by us, and they return no more. Two Cen- 
turies ago, the smoke of their wigwams and the fires of their 
councils rose in every valley, from Hudson's Bay to the ftir- 
thest Florida, from the ocean to the Mississippi and the lakes. 

3. The shouts of victory and the war-dance mng thrcugh 
the mountains and the glades. The thick arrows and the 
deadly tomahawk whistled through the forests ; and the hunt- 
er's trace and the dark encampment startled the wild beasts 
in their lairs. The warriors stood forth in their glory. The 
young listened to the songs of other days. The mothers 
played with their infants, and gazed on the scene with warm 
hopes of the future. The aged sat down ; but they wept not 

4. They should soon be at rest in fairer regions, where the 
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Great Spirit' dwelt, in a home prepared for the brave, beyond 
the western skies. Braver men never lived ; truer men never 
drew the bow. They had courage, and fortitude, and saorjici- 
ty, and* perseverance, beyond most of the human race. They 
shrank from no dangers, and they feared no hardships. 

5. If they had the vices of savage life, they had the virtues 
also. They were true to their country, their friends^ and iheii 
homes. If they forgave not Jnjur}% neither did they forget 
kindness. If their vengeance was terrible, their fidelity and 
generosity were unconquerable also. Their love, like their 
hate, stopped not on this side of the grave* 

6. But where are they 1 Where are the villages, and wnr- 
riors, and youth ; the sachems^ and the tribes; the hunters 
and their families? They have perished. They arc con- 
sumed. The wasting pestilence has not alone done the 
mighty work. No; nor fa mine ^ nor wTir. There ha^ been a 
mightier power, a moml canker, which hath eaten into the it 
heart-cores; a plagiie which the touch of the white man 
communicated ; a poison which betrayed them into a linger- 
ing ruin. 

7. The winds of the Atlantic fan not a single region which 
they may now call their own. Already, the last feeble rem- 
nants of the race are preparing for their journey beyond the 
Mississippi. 1 see them leave their miaemble homes, the 
aged, the helpless, the women j and the warriors, ** few and 
fairjt, 5^et fearle^ still" 

8. The ashes are cold on their native hearths. The smoke 
po longer curls round their lowly cabins. They move on with 
a slow, unsteady step. The w^hite man is upon their heels, 
for terror or despatch ; hut they heed him not. They turn to 
take a last look of their deserted villages. They cast a last 
glance upon the graves of their father:?. They shed no tears ] 
l\ny utier no cries ; they heave no groans. 

U. I'here is sornetiung m their hearts which passes speech. 
'1 here iij< Bojnethiiig in their look^^. not of vengeance or ^ub- 
mi^ssioiu b*ii of hard necessity, which stifles both; which 
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chokes all utterance; which has no aim or method. It is 
courage absorbed in despair. They linger but for a moment 
Their look is onward. They have passed the fatal stream. 
It shall never be repassed by them; no, never. Ye't there 
lies not between us and them, an impassable gulf. They 
know and feel, that there is for them still one remove farther 
cot distant, tior unseen. It is to the general burial-ground 
of the race. 



LESSON IX. 

THE CHEROKEE'S' LAMENT. 

1. O, SOFT falls the dew, in the twilight descending. 

And tall grows the shadowy hill on the plain ; 
And night o*er the far distant forest is bending. 

Like the storm-spirit, dark, o'er the tremulous main ; 
But midnight enshrouds my lone heart in its dwelling, 
A tumult of woe in my bosom is swelling, 
And a tear, unbefitting the. warrior, is telling 

That Hope has abandoned the brave Cherokee ! 

2. Can a tree that is torn from its root by the fountain, 

The pride of the valley, green-spreading and fair, 
Can It flourish, removed to the rock of the mountain, 

Unw^armed by the sun, and unwatered by care ? 
Though Vesper** be kind her sweet dews in bestowing, 
No life-giving brook in its shadow is flowing, 
And when the chill winds of the desert are blowing, 

So droops the transplanted and lone Cherokee ! 

3. Loved graves of my sires ! have 1 left you forever ? 

How melted my heart when I bade you adieu ! 
Shall joy light the face of the Indian? — ah, never ! 

While memory sad has the power to renew ; 
As flies the fleet deer when the bloodhound is started, 
So fled winged Hope from the poor broken-hearted ; 

• Cherokee (Cher-o-kee" ;) one of a tribe of ItuUana mcently living in Georgia, M 
DOW transiarrod to the Indian Territory, b Vea'per ; the goddaii of avoniof. 
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O, could she have turned, ere forever departed, 
And beckoned, with smiles, to her sad Cherokee, 

4. Great Spirit of Good, whose abode is the heaven, 
Whose wdmpum* of peace is the bow in the sky, 
Wilt thou give to the wants of the clamorous raven, 

Yet turn a deaf ear to my piteous cry ? 
O'er the ruins of home^ o'er my heiirt's desolation^ 
No more shah thou hear my unbiest lamentation j 
For death's dark encounter t make preparation. 
He hears the iasi groan uf the wild Cherokee J 



^ 



LESSON X. 

TWO HUNDRED YEAHS AGO. 

1. Wakti yo«r harp's music 1 — louder, — highef , 

And poitr your strains along ; 
And smha again each quivering' wircp 

In all the pride of song;! 
Shout like those god -like men** of old| 

Whot daring storm and foe, 
On this blest soil tlieir anthem rolled. 

Two hundred years ago! 

S. From native shore^ by tempest driven^ 

They sought a purer slty, 
And found, beneath a milder heaven, 

The home of liberty ! 
An altar rose, and prayers ; a ray 

Broke on their night of woe, 
The harbinger of Freedom's day, 

Two hundred years ago I 

3, They clung^ aroraid that symbol, toCi 
Their refuge and their all, 
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And swore while skies and \vaves were blue 
* That altar should not fall. 
They stood upon the red man's sod, 

'Neath heaven's unpillared bow, 
With home, a country, and a God, 

Two hundred years ago ! 

4. Oh ! 'twas a hard, unyielding fate 

That drove them to the seas, 
And Persecution strove with Hate, 

To darken her decrees ; 
But safe above each coral grave, 

Each looming ship did go, — 
And God was on the western wave. 

Two hundred years ago ! 

5« They knelt them on the desert sand,' 
By waters cold and rude. 
Alone upon the dreary strand 

Of oceaned solitude ! 
• They looked upon the high blue air. 

And felt their spirits glow. 

Resolved to live or perish there. 

Two hundred years ago ! 

6. The warrior's** red right arm was bared, 

His eyes flashed deep and wild ; — 
Was there a foreign footstep dared 

To seek his home and child ? 
The dark chiefs yelled alarm, and swore 

The white man's blood should flow. 
And his hewn bones should bleach thBir shore, 

Two hundred years ago ! 

7. But lo ! the warrior's eye grew dim. 

His arm was left alone. 
The still, black wilds which sheltered him. 
No longer were his own ! 

ft Tht ■bora of Cape God ^ The aboriginal IndiaM^ 
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Time fled, and on the hallowed ground 

His highest pine lies low, 
And cities swell where forests fro^^Tied 

Two hundred years ago ! 

8. Oh ! stay not to recount tlie tale ; — 

*T was bloody, and *t is past ; 
The firmest chee); might well gi'ow pale^ 

To hear it to the last. 
The Gad of heaven, who pro^jpers ua^ 

Could hid a nation g^ow, 
And shield us from tlie red man's curse, 

Two hundred years ago 1 

9. Come, then, great shades of glorious men,* 

From your stiD glorious grave ; 
Look on your o^vl^ proud land again, 

O bravest of the brave 1 
We call you from each moldering tomb. 

And each bloe wave below, 
To bless the world ye snatched from doonii 

Two hundred years ago ! 

10. Then to your harps, — yet louder, — higher, 

And pour your strains along, 
And smite again each quivering wire, 

In all the pride of song t 
Shout for those god-like men of old, 

Who, daring storm and foe, 
On this ble^f soil their anthem rolled* 

Two Hundred years ago I 






LESSON XL 

WHAT YOUNO LADIES PSOULIi READ. 

Mae* P1Q0UBKET. 

1, A TASTE for Tending is imporfaut to all intellectual be- 
ings. To our sex, it may be pronounced peculiarly necessary 
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It IS important to all, because it is l;he way in which aliment 
is conveyed to the mind ; and to our sex peculiarly necessary, 
because, dwelling much on the contemplation of little things^ 
they are in danger of losing the intellecturl appetite. 

2. A taste for reading is, therefore, to \hem, an armor of 
defense. Home, the woman's province, admits of little vari- 
ety. She should, therefore, diversify it by an acquaintance, 
with the world of intellect, and shed over it the freshness de- 
rived from the exhaustless fountains of knowledge. 

3. She should render herself .an entertaining and instruct- 
ive fireside companion, by daily replenishing her treasury 
with that gold which the hand of the robber may not waste, 
nor the rust of time corrode. Every young lady, who, at 
leaving school, entertains a clear and comfortable conviction 
that she has finished her education, should recollect the re- 
proof of the excellent Dr. Rush' to a young physician, who 
spoke of the time when he finished his studies. " When you 
finished your studies ! Why, you must be a happy man to 
have finished so young. I do not expect to finish mine as 
long as I live." 

4. Life is but one great school, and we are all pupils, dif- 
fering in growth and progress, but all subjects of discipline, 
all invested with the proud privilege of acquiring .knowledge, 
as long as the mind retains its powers. 

5. But while the value of laiowledge renders a taste for 
reading so important, the choice of books is equally so. Books 
produce the same effect on the mind that diet does on the 
body. They may either impart no salutary nutriment, or 
convey that which is pernicious. Miscellaneous reading has 
become so fashionable, and its materials so multifarious, that 
jt is difficult to know how to select, or where to fix a limit. 

6. Works of imagination usually predominate in the libra 
ries of young ladies. To condemn them in a mass, as has 
been sometimes done, is hardly just. Some of them are the 
productions of the finest minds, and abound with the purest 
sentiments. Yet, discrimination Avith regard to them is ex- 

■ Dr. Rush, (Benjamin,) an eminent pliysiciaa and philosopher of Philadelphia, and 
MM of the stgneia of the Declaration of Independence^ 
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oeedioglj important, and such discrimination as a novice can- 
not exercise. The young should, therefore, ask guidance of 
an experienced and cultivated mind, and devote to this class of * 
reading bnlj a moderate portion of time, as to a recreation. 

7. History has ever been warmly commended to the atten« 
tion of the young. It imparts knowledge of human nature, 
and supplies lofty subjects for contemplation. It should be 
read with constant reference to geography and chronology. A 
fine writer has called these << the eyes of history." They are, 
also, the grappling-irons by which it adheres to memory. 

8. As some historians are deficient in dates, or not lucid in 
their arrangement, a table of chronology, and an atlas, ancient 
and modem, should be the inseparable companions of all books 
of history, which are to be studied with profit. It is a good 
practice to fix in the memory some important eras, the subver- 
sion of an empire, for instance, and then ascertain what events 
were taking place in all other nations at the same period of 
time. A few of these parallels, running through the history 
of the world, will collect rich clusters of knowledge, and ar- 
range them in the conservatory of the mind. 

9. History is replete with moral lessons. The instability 
of human power, the tyranny of man over his brother, and the 
painful truth, that the great are not always the good, mark 
almost every feature of its annals. Read History with candor 
and independence of mind. The opinions of the historian should 
be examined, and the gilding stripped from false glory. 

10. The admiration so pronely bestowed on warriors and 
conquerors should be analyzed. And if conquerors are discov- 
ered to have wrought more evil than good, to ^ve polluted the 
foundations of peace and liberty, and to have wantonly shed 
blood and caused misery for their own aggrandizement, let the 
sentence upon their deeds be given in equity. 

11. Next in intellectual intercbi to History, and superior to 
it in its influence upon the heart, is the study of Biography. 
Through this familiar intercourse with the wise and good, we 
forget the difference of rank, and t)^e distance upon earth's 
for&ce that divided us. We almost listen to iheir voices, and 
munber them among our household Mends. 

9 « 
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» 

12. We see the methods by which they became distm- 
fished, the labors by which their eminence was purchased^ 
tfie piety that rendered them beloved, and our desire of imi« 
tation is awakened. As by our chosen associates, the char- 
artcr is modified, so the heart exhibits some transcript of the 
models kept most constantly in its view. 

13. -The poets will, naturaKy, be favorites in the library of 
an educ&ted young lady. They refine sensibility, and coii- 
vcy instruction. They are the friends of nature and knowl- 
edge, and qiucken in the heart a taste for bolli. 



LESSON XU. 

THE SAME SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

MRS. 8I60UBN|T. 

1. Your course of reading should also comprise the annals 
of painting, sculpture, and architecture. Perhaps human 
genius has never displayed itself more gloriously'than in these 
departments. To dirow life into inanimate canvass, to make 
dull marble breathe, indicate as much of creative power as 
may be deputed to man. The efibrts of the Grecian chisel' 
have been the world's admiration for two thousand years. 
And though the colors of. the pencil of the Grecian painters," 
also, have faded, their names still remain in the freshness of 
immortality. 

2. Mental philosophy* claims a high rank among the stud- 
ies of youth. It promotes self-knowledge, one of the direct 
avenues to wisdom. If the map of man be interesting, though 
darkened with crimes, and stained with blood, how much 
more the peaceful map of the mind, that ^* mind which is the 
standard of the man." 

3. I am persuaded that you would find logic a subject of 
sufficient interest to enter info your course of reading. The 
art of thinking, so important to all -who have the power of 
thought, is, possibly, too little studied by our sex. A science, 

• Phidias, Prazit'eles, and Lysip'pus were diatinguiaheu' Grecian acalptori. b Zeiix<- 
m, FarrhAaioa, and Appelles were eminent paiiitera of Gteece. e Mental PhUoiopl^ t 
IhtldiaotopliywhkUitipluiwttMAuiltiM and operation ' 
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which, according to the concise definition of Watts,' " teaches 
to use reason well, in inquiries after truth," is an important 
aid in the acquisition of all other sciences. 

4. Ethics and sacred literature, will undouhtedly occupy a 
prominent place in your system. These embrace a wide 
range; and comprehend some of the most gifted minds of 
which our world can boast Books for perusal on the Sab- 
hath should ever partake of the character of that consecrated 
day. 

5. The command to rescue a seventh part of our time from 
the vanities of life, and select such topics of meditation and 
discourse as serve to prepare for a higher and purer state of 
existence, is indeed a great privilege. Let the Scriptures 
form a part of the study of every day. 

6. All systematic reading should be with a fixed purpose 
to remember and to profit. Cultivate the retentive power^ by 
daily and persevering exercise. If any one complains that 
she has a weak memory, it is her own fitult. She does not 
take due pains to give it strength. 

7. Does she forget the period for meals, the season for re- 
pose ? Does she forget the appointed hour for the evening 
party, or to furnish herself with a fitting dress in which to 
appear there ? Does she forget the plot of the last romance, 
or the notes of a fashionable piece of music? Yet some of 
these involve detail, and require application. Why, then 
might not the same mind contain a few historical facts, with 
their correlative dates? Frankly, because it does not feel 
the same interest, nor put forth the same effort. 

8. I am inclined to think memory capable of indefinite im- 
provement, by a judicious and persevering regimen.^ Bead, 
therefore, what you desire to remember with concentrated 
and undivided attention. Close the book, and reflect. Up- 
digested food throws the whole frame into a ferment. Were 
we as well acquainted \^th our intellectual as with our phys- 
ical structure, we should see undigested knowledge producing 
equal disorder in the mind. 

9. To strengthen the memory, the best course is not to 

, • Wau«; Adiflihifui«h0d po«i and (UtUm. b B«ciiiMa; dbttiplliM, feivttninaot. 
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com oit page after page veibatim, but to give the sulNStantK 
of the author correctly and clearly m your own language. 
Thus the understanding and memory are exercised at tbf 
game time; and the prosperity of the mind is not so umch 
advanced by the undue prominence of any one faculty as by 
the true balance and vigorous action of all. M^noory and 
understanding are also fast friends, and the light which one 
gains will be reflected upon the other. 

10. Use judgment in selecting from the mass of what you 
lead the parts which it will be useful or desimUe to remem- 
ber. Separate and arrange them, and give them in charge 
to memory. Tell her it is her duty to keep them, and to 
bring them forth when you require. She has the capacities 
of a faithful servant, and possibly the dispositions ot an idle 
one. But you have the power of enforcing obedience, and 
of overcoming her infirmities. 

11. To facilitate the management of memory, it is well to 
keep in view that her office is threefold. Her first efibrt is fo 
receive knowledge; her second, to retain it; her last, to bring 
it forth when it is needed. The first act is solitary, the si- 
lence of fixed attention. Thg next is also sacred to herself 
and her ruling power, and consists in frequent, tiiorough ex- 
amination of the state and order of the things committed to 
her. 

12. The third act is social, rendering her treasures availa- 
ble to the good of others. Daily intercourse with a cultivated 
mind is the best method to rivet, refine, and polish the hoard' 
ed gems of knowledge. Conversation with intelligent men 
is eminently serviceable. 

13. For after all our exultation on the advancing state of 
female education, with the other sex will be found the wealth 
of classical knowledge' and profound wisdom. If you have 
a parent, or older friend, who will, at the close of each day, 
kindly listen to what you have read, and help to fix in youi 
memory the portions most worthy of regard, count it a privi- 
lege of no common value, and embrace it with sincere grati- 
tude. 

ft UlMtioal fcnowMfe; a knowkilfs of tht Qntk aad Utin imlion^ It mty «lM 
'wi « knowl««1m of suuuliinl auibora In geiMraL 
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LESSON xm. 

BULBS FOB THB ATTAEIMBNT OF KNOWLEDGE. 

WATTt. 

1. Deeply impress your mind with the vast importan ?e of 
a sound judgment, and the rich and inestimable advantage 
of right reasoning. Review the instances of your own mis- 
conduct in life, and observe how many follies and sorrows you 
would have escaped, if from your early years you had taken 
due pains to judge rightly concerning persons, times, and 
things. This will awaken you to the iij^ork of improving 
your reasoning powers, and of seizing every opportunity and 
advantage for this end. 

2. Take a wide survey, now and then, of the unlimited 
regions of learning. Let your meditation? run over the 
names of all the sciences, with their numerous branchings 
and particular themes of knowledge, and then reflect with 
how few of them you are acquainted. The most learned ol 
mortals will never find occasion to act over again what is ia« 
bled of Alexander* the Great ; that Tdien he had conquered 
what was called the Eastern world, he wept for want of more 
worlds to conquer. The worlds of science are innumerable 
and endless. 

3. Read the accounts ci those vast treas ur es of knowledge 
which some of the dead have possessed, and some of the liv* 
ing do possess,* and be astonished at the almost inciediUe ad- 
vances that have been made in science. Acquaint yourself 
with some persons of great learning, that, by comparing youF* 
self with them, you may acquire a just opinion of your own 
attainments, and be animated with a generoiis and kiudablc 
emulation to equal or exceed them. But remember, if upon 
a few superficial acquirements you value and exalt yourself 
as though you were already learned, you are thereby erecting 
an impassable barrier against all improvement 

4. Presume not too much upon a bright genius, a ready 

» Akz-«n'der the Great; « GhDecian ceneral of grwt talenu but corrupt monk 

9^ 
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wit and good parts ; for these, without khor and study, will 
never make a man of knowledge and wisdom. Persons of a 
gay and vigorous fancy have often fallen into this mis^ke. 
They have been acknowledged to shine in an assembly, and 
sparkJe in a discourse upon common topics, and therefore 
have resolved to abandon reading and study ; but when they 
had lost their vivacity of animal nature and youth, they be- 
came stupid and sottish even to contempt and ridicule. It is 
meditation and studious thought that gives good sense even 
to the best genius. 

6, Exercise your reason and judgment upon all you read ; 
for if your learning^ be a mere accumulation of what others 
have written, without a due penetration into the me^hiing, 
and a judicious choice and determination of your own senti- 
ments, your head has little better title to true knowledge than 
the shelves of your library. 

6.. Do not be suddenly taken upon the surfaces of things, 
or with mere appearances, for this will fill the mind with er- 
rors and prejudices, and give it an ill habit of thinking ; but 
penetrate into the depth of matters, as far as your time and 
circumstances will allow. 

7. Once a day, especially in the early years of life and 
study, examine what new ideas you have gained, and what 
advances you have made in any part of knowledge, and let 
no day, if possible, pass away without some intellectual gain. 
It was a sacred rule among the Pythagoreans,' that they 
should, every evening, run thrice over the actions and af- 
fairs of the day, and examine what their conduct had been, 
•what they had done, and what they had neglected; assured 
that, by this method, they would make a rapid progress in 
the path of knowledge and virtue. 

ft F]r-|]nf^'ie«w ; tht fcUowwi of Fythaf^ona, • Gndao phUoioplMi^ 
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LESSON XIV. 

ON THE STUDY OF HISTORY. 

1. The advantages foujid in history seem to be of three 
idnds ; it anrnses the fancy, improves the understanding, and 
strengthens virtue. In reality, what entertainment is there 
more agreeable to the mmd than to be transported into the 
remotest ages of the world, and to observe homan society, in 
Its irifancy, making the first faint essays towards the arts and 
sciences ? 

2. What is more pleasant than to see the policy of govern- ^ 
ment and the civility of conversation refining by degre'^s, and 
everything that is Anamental to human life advancing to- 
ward its perfection ? than to mark the rise, progr»,ss, declen- 
sion, and final extinction, of the most flourishing empires ; 
the virtues which contribute to their greatness, and the vices 
which drew on their ruin ? 

3. In short, •to see all the human race, from the beginning 
of time, pass as it were in review before us, appearing in 
their true colors, without any of those disguises which, during 
their lifetime, so much perplex the judgment of the beholders, 
what spectacle can be imagined so magnificent, so various, so 
interesting ? 

4. What amusement, either of the senses or imagination, 
can be compared with it ? Shall those trifling pastimes, 
which engross so much of our time, be preferred, as more 
flRitisfactory and more fit to engage our attention ? How per- 
verse must that taste be, which is capable of so wrong a 
choice of pleasures ! 

6, But history is a most improving part of knowledge, as 
well as an agreeable amusement ; and, indeed, a great part 
of what we commonly call erudition, and value so highly, is 
nothing but an acquaintance with historical facts. An exten- 
sive knowledge of this kind belongs to men of lettei^ ; but I 
must think it an unpardonable ignorance in persons of wha^ 
ever sex or condition not to be acquainted with the history 
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of their own country, along with the histories of ahcien 
Greece' and Rome. 

6. But 1 must add, that history is not only a valuable par< 
of knowledge, but opens the door to many other parts of 
knowledge, and affords materials to most of the sciences. 
And, indeed, if we consider the shortness of human life, and 
OUT limited knowledge even of what passes in our own timo, 
we must be sensible, that we should be forever children in 
understanding, were it not for this invention which extend? 
our experience to all past ages, and to the most distant 
nations ; making them contribute as much to our improve- 
ment in wisdom as if they had actually lain under our obser- 
vation. 

7. A 1. an acquainted with history may, in some respects, 
be said to i ave lived from the beginning Df the world, and to 
have been making continual additions to his stock of knowl- 
edge in every century. There is also an advantage m that 
knowledge which is acquired by history, above what is learned 
by the practice of the world, that it brings us acquainted with 
human affairs, without diminishing in the least from the most 
delicate sentiments of virtue. 

S. And, to tell the truth, I scarcely know any study or 
occupation so unexceptionable as history in this particular. 
Poets can paint virtue in the most charming colors ; but as 
they address themselves entirely to the passions, they often 
become advocates for vice. Even philosophers are apt to be- 
wilder themselves in the subtilty of their speculations ; and 
we have seen some go so far as to deny the reality of alf 
moral distinction.** 

9. But I think it a remark worthy the attention of the 
speculative reader, that the historians have been, ahnost 
without exception, the true friends of virtue, and have always 
represented it in its proper colors, however they may have 
erred in their judgments about particular persons. Nor is 
this combination of historians in favor of virtue at all diffi- 
cult to be accounted for. 

• Ancient Uraece compriaed all of modem Greece, and a large part of Turkey in fiv 
iB)M. k Moral ditUncUon; the diaiinction of right and wrong, of merit and demerit 
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10. When a man of business enters into life and action, he 
IS more apt to consider the characters of men as they have 
relation to his interest, than as they stand in themselves, and 
has his judgment warped on every occasion by the violence 
of his passion. When a philosopher contemplates characters 
and manners in his closet, the general abstract view ot the* 
objects, leaves the mind so cold and unmoved, that the senti- 
ments of nature have no room to play, as he scarcely feels the^ 
difference betwixt vice and virtue. 

11. History keeps in a just medium betwixt these extremes, 
and places the objects in their true point of view. The wri- 
ters of hii^^tory, as well as the readers, are sufficiently inter- 
ested in the characters and events, to have a lively sentimeni 
of blame or praise ; and, at the same time, have no particular 
interest or concern to pervert their judgment. 



LESSON XV. 

ANCIENT ROME — POMPEH.' 

1. I REPOSED my weary filgrim-limbs at last in Rome. 
Rome ! once the center of the world, through which its des- 
tiny vibrated, like the crimson gush of man's existence in the 
human heart ! How fallen now ! how sad, how desolate, how 
weak, how ruined ! Ye who can stand in the hallowed spot 
of Rome's ancient power and grandeur, but with sUcnt awe 
and wonder! 

2. Rome is great and powerful still; but the attractive 
show of marshaled monks and robed priests adds nothing to 
her greatness, and augments not her grandeur. She is great 
in ruin ! great in the glorious achievements of another a^. 
Her power and inftuence among the kingdoms and principjili- 
ties of the world, have long since passed away ; and her scciv 
ter has been broken. 

3 But still all nations must and do go thtre, to bend before 
ihc altar of genius, and to pay a willing homage to her treas- 

* Ponipell, (Pompe jrl ;) an moclant city of Italy, oyerwhelrood by ui oruptloa of th« 
rnlCAiiic raountaiu Vesavtiw. 
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ores of art. There are the deathless tints, the immortal 
touches of Michael Angelo's' gigantic hand ; there too, are the 
divine and angelic impressions of Raphael ;•* there, but why 
should 1 attempt an enumeration of a thousand names, conse- 
crated to genius, and hallowed by antiquity, whose glorious 
works so. richly adorn the Eternal City ! ** They are known 
to all, but not by all appreciated. 

4. I looked down from the brink of the deep crater's mouth 
into tte black and fiery bosom of Vesuvius, where the raging 
flames, old as time itself, have maddened into fury and awful 
storms of molten anger, burying fair cities deep beneath their 
glowing wrath ! What a scene ! 1 turned my eyes upon the 
flair blue waters, so sweetly spread at the base, like the smooth 
surface of a burnished shield, flashing back the rays of the 
fun in all the glory that he sends them. 

6. It was a lovely day in spring, when the flowers were 
young and bursting into blossom, diffusing their perfumes over 
the gay, embellished, vine-clad hills. The bay of Naples then 
reposed in beauty ; there was no breeze to curl its surface, 
and the warm sun smiled gently upon it. O ! how bright the 
prospect over its blue expanse ! The city, too, was glorious in 
the thin blue ethereal vapor, lightly tinging the swelling domes 
and lofty spires of sunny Naples. 

6. I came down from the mountain, and entered the buried 
cities of the plains. Pompeii and Herculaneum I '^ once gay 
cities, long buried beneath the red crackling fires of the volca- 
no's wrath ! How little do we know of those beings who once 
gaily trod the well-worn pavements of those silent streets ! 
. 7. They have gone ; and myriads before, too, have stepped 
.into the awful crater of eternity ! And those cities have slept 
beneatli the black cinders of Vesuvius' fires for many centu- 
ries ; and now they open their ponderous gates and sealed 
treasures, to the world's astonished gaze ! 

• Michael An^Io, (Mi'ka-el An'jel-o,) an Italian painter and designing architect, 
k R&'pha-el; an Italian painter subeequent to Angelo. e Eternal City; another nama 
for Konn i Her-ca-la*ae-um ; an ancient city of Italy, oyerwhelmed tj aa eniptioo 
tfVeauviM. 



Digitized 



by Google 



town's foueth^baUeb. 107 



LESSON XVI. 



THE 8AME SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

1. And lo, a voice from Italy ! It comes like the stirring 
of the breeze upon the mountains ! It floats in majesty like 
the echo of the thunder ! It breathes solemnity like a sound 
from the tombs ! Let the nations hearken ; for the slumber 
of ages is broken, and the buried voice of antiquity speaks 
again from the gray ruins of Pompeii. 

2. Roll back the tide of eighteen hundred years. At the 
foot of the vine-clad Vesuvius stands a royal city ; the stately 
Koman walks its lordly streets, or banquets in the palaces of 
its splendor. The bustle of busied thousands is there ; you 
may hear it alon^r the thronged quays ; it rises from the am- 
phitheater and trie orum. It is the home of luxury, of gaiety, 
and of joy. There toged' royalty drowns itself in dissipation ; 
the lion roars over the martyred Christian, and the bleeding 
gladiator^ dies at the beck of applauding spectators. It is a 
careless, a dreaming, a devoted city. 

3. There is a blackness in the horizon, and the earthquake 
is rioting in the bowels of the mountain ! Hark ! a roar, a 
crash ! and the very foundations of the eternal hills are belched 
forth ift a sea of fire ! Woe for that fated city ! The torrent 
comes surging like the mad ocean ; it boils above wall and 
tower, palace and fountain, and Pompeii is a city of tombs ! 

4. Ages roll on ; silence, darkness and desolation are in the 
halls of buried grandeur. The forum is voiceless, and the 
pompous mansions are tenanted by skeletons! La! other 
generations live above the dust of long lost gloiy, and the 
slumber of the dreamless city is forgotten. 

6. Pompeii beholds a resurrection ! As summoned by the 
blast of the first trumpet, she hath shaken from her beauty 
the ashes of centuries, and once more looks forth upon the 
world, sullied and somber, but interesting still. Again upon 
her arches, her courts and her coloimades, the sun lingers in 

• DreMod in « gown, b Gladiatorial abows were a common amusemeni for the peo 
pie of Pompeii, in which the combatants fought till one or both were elain. 
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splendor, but not as erst, when the reflected luster from he/ 
marbles dazzled like the glory of his own true beam. , 

6. There, in their gloomy boldness, stand her palaces, but 
Uie song of carousal is hushed forever. You may behold the 
places of her fountains, but you will hear no murmur ; they 
are as the water-courses of the desert. Therie too, are her 
gardens, but the barrenness of long antiquity is theirs. You 
may stand in her amphitheater, and you shall read utter des- 
olation on its bare and dilapidated walls. 

7. Pompeii ! moldering relic of a former world ! Strange 
redemption from the sepulcher ! How vivid are the classic 
memories that cluster around thee ! Thy loneliness is rife 
with tongues ; for the shadows of the mighty are thy sojourn- 
ers ! Man walks thy desolated and forsaken streets, and is 
lost in his dreams of other days. 

8. He converses with the genius of the ^t^ and the Ro- 
man stands as freshly recalled as before the billow of lava had 
stiffened above him. A Pliny,' a Sallust,** a Trajan,** a^e in his 
musing, and he visits their very homes. Venerable and eter- 
nal city ! The storied urn to a nation's memory ! A disen- 
tombed and risen witness for the dead ! fivery stone of thee 
is consecrated and immortal. Rome was; Thebes^ was; 
Sparta* was ; thou wast, and art still. No Goth or Vandal' 
thundered at thy gates or reveled in thy spoil. 

9. Man marred not thy magnificence. Thou wert scathed 
by the finger of Him, who alone knew the depth of thy 
violence and crime. Babylon of Italy! thy doom was not 
revealed *to thee. No prophet wais there, when thy towers 
were tottering and the ashy darkness obscured thy horizon, 
to construe* the warning. The wrath of God was upon thee 
heavily ; in the volcano was the " hiding of his power," and 
like thine ancient sisters of the plain, thy judgment was 
sealed in fire. 

• Plln'j ; ft celebrated Roman naturalist and philoaophefj b Silluat ; a Roman htsto 
tian. e Tri- jan ; a Roman emperor, d Thebea, (TMbz -,) a raat aadeal city, whote 
ruins are in the southern part of modern Egypt. « Spai^a : an SAci^atciiy, idtnaied la 
the southern part of modem Greece, t The Vandab #ere an anclmt people wW lived 
In the noith part of Germany. 
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LESSON xvn. 

HERCULANEUM. 

1. A OREAT city, situated amidst all that nature could cre- 
ate of beauty and of profusion, or art collect of science and 
magnificence, the growth of many ages, the residence of en 
lightened multitudes, the scene of splendor, and festivity, and 
happiness, in one moment withered as by a spell ; its palaces 
its streets, its temples, its gardens, "glowing with eternal 
spring," and its inhabitants in the full enjoyment of all life's 
blessings, obliterated from their very place in creation — not 
by war, or famine, or disease, or any of the natural causes of 
destruction to which earth had been accustomed, but in a sin- 
gle night, as if by magic, and amid the conflagration, as it 
were, of nature itself, presented a subject, on which the wild- 
est imagination might grow weary without even equaling the 
grand and terrible reality. 

2. The eruption of Vesuvius, by which Herculaneum and 
Pompeii' were overwhelmed, nas been chiefly described to us 
in the letters of Pliny'' the Younger, to Tacitus,'^ giving an ac- 
count of his uncle's fate, and the situation of the writer and 
his mother. The elder Pliny had just returned from the bath 
and had retired to his study, when a small speck or cloud, 
which seemed to ascend from Mount Vesuvius, attracted his 
attention. This cloud gradually increased, and at length as 
sumed the shape of a pine tree, the trunk, of earth and vapor 
and the leaves, " red cinders." 

3. Pliny ordered his galley, and urged by his philosophic 
spirit, went forward to inspect the phenomenon. In a short 
time, however, philosophy gave way to humanity, and he zeal- 
ously and adventurously employed his galley in saving the in- 
habitants of the various beautiful villas which studded that 
enchanting coajst. Among others, he went to tlie assistance 
of his friend Pomponianus,** who was then at StabisB.* 

« These cities «vere overwhelmed in A. D. 79, and opened, the former in A. D I7i|3, and 

the latter in 1748 ; haying been buried more llian sixteen hundred years, b Pliny th« 

Vounger ; a statesman and orator, nephew of Pliny the Eider, c Tacitus : a Eonuui 

'historian, d Pom-po*ni-afnu8 ; a Roman of no great disiinctloQ. •StsfTjUs; an u 

el«nt city of soom note, situatsd nsar mount VmutUm in Italy. 
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4. The stonn of fire, and the tempest of the earth, increafied ; 
and the wretched inhabitants were obliged, by the continual 
rocking of their houses, to rush out into the fields with pil- 
lows tied down by napkins upon their heads, as their sole 
defence against the shower of stones which fell oh them. 
This, in the course of nature, was in the middle of the day ; 
but a deeper darkness than that of a winter night had closed 
around the ill-fated inmates of Herculaneum. This artificial 
darkness continued for three days and nights ; and when, at 
length, the sun again appeared over the spot where Hercula- 
neum stood, his rays fell upon an ocean of lava ! 
• 5. There was neither tree nor shrub, nor field, nor house, 
nor living creature, nor visible remnant of what human hands 
had reared ; there was nothing to be seen, but one black ex- 
tended surface still streaming with mephitic vapor, and heaved 
into calcined waves by the opemtion of fire and the undu- 
lations of the earthquake ! Pliny was found dead upon the' 
seashore, stretched upon a cloth which had been spread for 
him, where it was conjectured he had perished early, his cor- 
pulent and apoplectic habit rendering him an easy prey to the 
suffocating atmosphere. 



LESSON xvra. 

SCENE' IN THE BURNING OF ROME BY NERO.** 

CROLT. 

1. Still we spurred on, but our jaded horses at length sunk 
under us ; and leaving them to find their way into the fields, 
we struggled forward on foot. The air had hitherto been 
calm, but now, gusts began to rise, thunder growled, and the 
signs of tempest thickened on. We gained an untouched 
quarter of the city, and had explored our weary passage up 
to the gates of a large patrician palace, when we were startled 
by ft broad sheet of flame rushing through the sky. The 
Btorm was come in its rage. 

• An imaginary deacrlption of what may hare taken place at the hurning of Romr 
^Nen) ; a Roman empecor of great cruelty. 
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2. The range of pubTic magazines of wood, cordage, tar, and 
oil in the valley between the CoBlian' and Palatine hills, had 
at length been involved in the conflagration. All that we had 
seen before was darkness to the fierce splendor of this burning. 
The tempest tore off the roofs, and swept them like floating 
islands of fire through the sky. The most distant quarters on 
which they fell were instantly wrapped in flame. One broad 
mass, whirling from an immense height, broke upon the pal- 
ace before us. 

3. A cry of terror was heard within ; the gates were flung 
open, and a crowd of domestics and persons of both sexes, at- 
tired for a banquet, poured out into the streets. The palace 
was wrapped in flames. My guide then, for the first time, lost 
his self-possession. He staggered towards me with the ap- 
pearance of a man who had received a spear-head in his 
bosom. I caught him before he fell ; but his head sunk, his 
knees bent under him, and his white lips quivered with unin- 
telligible sounds. I could distinguish only the words *' gone, 
gone forever ! " 

4. The flame had already seized upon the principal floors 
of the palace ; and the volumes of smoke that poured through 
every window and entrance, rendered the attempt to save 
those still witibin, a work of extreme hazard. But ladders 
were rapidly placed, ropes were flung, and the activity of the 
attendants and retainers was boldly exerted, till all were pre- 
sumed to have been saved, and the building was left to bum. 

5. My overwhelmed guide was lying on the ground, when a 
sudden scream was heard, and a figure, in the robes and with 
the rosy crown of the banquet, — strange contrast to her fearful 
situation, — was seen flying from window to window in the 
upper part of the mansion. It was supposed that she had 
fainted in the first terror, and been forgotten. The height, 
tne fierceness of the flame, which now completely caastered 
resistance, the volumes of smoke that suffocated every man 
who approached, made the chance of saving this unfortunate 
being utterly desperate in the opinion of the multitude. 

• Obelian hill, (SeOe-an ;) one of the eeTen hiUa on which Rome was baih. 
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6. My spirits shuddered at the horrors of this desertion. 1 
looked roand at my companion ; he was kneeling in helples8 
agony, with his hands lifted up to heaven. Another scream; 
wilder than ever, pierced my senses. I seized an ax from one 
of the domestics, caught a ladder from another, and in a par- 
oxysm of hope, fear, and pity, scaled the burning wall. A 
shout from below followed me. I entered at the first window 
that I could reach. All before me was cloud. I rushed on 
struggled, stumbled over furniture and fragments of all kinds, 
fell, rose again, found myself trampling upon precious things, 
plate and crystal, and still, ax in hand, forced my way. 

7. I at length reached the banque ting-room. The figure 
had vanished. A strange superstition of childhood, a thought 
that 1 might have been lured by some spirit of evil into the 
place of ruin, suddenly came over me. I stopped to gather 
my faculties. 1 leaned against one of the- pillars ; it was hot; 
the floor shook and crackled under my tread, the walls heaved, 
the flame hissed below, and overhead roared the whirlwind, 
and burst the thunder-peal. 

8. My brain was fevered. The immense golden lamps still 
burning ; the long tables disordered, yet glittering with the 
costly ornaments of patrician luxury ; the scattered Tynan' 
couches ; the scarlet canopy that covered the whole range of 
the tables, and gave the hall the aspect of an imperial pavil- 
ion, partially torn down in the confusion of the flight, all as- 
sumed to mc a horrid and bewildered splendor. The smoke 
was already rising through the crevices of the floor; the 
smell of flame was on ray robes ; a huge volume of yellow 
vapor slowly wreathed and ardied round the chair at the head 
of the banquet 

9. I could have imagined a fearful lord of the feast under 
tliat cloudy veil ! Every thing round me was marked with 
preternatural fear, magnificence and ruin. A low groan broke 
my revene. I heard the voice of one in despair. I heard 
the broken wot d, " O, bitter fruit of disobedience ! O, my 
mother, shall never see your face again ? For one crime I 

• Tyr'i an ; raiatiof to Tyre ; purple. The Tyriftoe excelled In dyeing purple. 
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Mn doomed. Eternal mercy, let my crime be washed away ; 
ht my spirit ascend pure ! Farewell mother, sister, father, 
husband I " With the last word I heard a &11, as if the spirit 
had left the body. 

10. I sprang towards the sound ; I met but the solid wall 
" Horrible illusion,"' I cried, " am I mad, or the victim of the 
powers of darkness ? " I tore away the hangings ; a door was 
before me. I burst it through with a blow of the ax, and saw 
stretched on the floor, and insensible, Salome ! ^ I caught my 
child in my arms ; I bathed her forehead with my tears ; I 
besought her to look up, to give some sign of life, to hear the 
full forgiveness of my breaking heart. She looked not, an- 
swered not, breathed not. 

11. To make a last effort for her life, I carried her into the 
banquet^room.^ But the fire had forced its way there ; the 
wind, bursting in,iiad carried the fiame through the long 
galleries ; and flashes and spires of lurid ligRt, already darting 
through the doors, gave fearful evidence that the last stone of 
the palace must soon go down. I bore my unhappy daughter 
towards the window ; but the height was deadly ; no gesture 
could be seen through the piles of smoke ; the help of man 
was in vain. To my increased misery, the current of air 
revived Salome at the instant when I hoped that, by insensi^ 
bility, she would escape the final pang. 

12. She breathed, stood, and opening her eyes, fixed on me 
the vacant slare of one scarcely aroused from sleep. Still 
clasped in my arms, she gazed again ; but my wild face cov- 
ered with dust, my half-burnt hair, the ax gleaming in my 
hand, terrified her; she uttered a scream, and darted away 
from me headlong into the center of the burning. 1 rushed 
after her, calling on her name. A column of fire shot up 
between us ; I felt the floor sink ; all was thenr suflbcation ; 1 
struggled and fell. 

« n-lu'sion ; deception, fimtasj. b Sa-k/me. « Banquet-room ) a haU for e&teriala 
sent or feasting. 
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LESSON XIX. 

NIGHT m EDEN.* 

MB8. IVANS. 

1. T WAS moonlight in Eden ! Such moonlight, 1 ween,^ 
As never again on this earth shall he seen ; 

So soft fell the radiance, so wondrously hlue 

Was the sky, with its star-enthroned angels in view ! • 

2. How hright was the bower where the fair-fingered Eve 
The blossoming garlands delighted to weave ; 

While the rose caught its blush from her cheek's living dye, 
And the violet its hue from her love-lighted eye. , 

3. There, lulled hy the murmurs of musical streams, 
And charmed by the rainbow-winged spirit of dreams, 
The eyes softly closed that so soon were to weep. 
Our parents reposed in a bliss-haunted sleep. 

4.* But other forms gazed on the grandeur of night. 
And beings celestial grew glad at the sight; 
All warm from the glow of their amber-hued skies, 
How strange seemed the shadows of earth to their eyes I 

6 There, azure-robed B^uty, with rapture-lit smile, 
Her golden wings folded, reclined for a whil ; 
And the Seraph of Melody breathed but a word. 
Then listened entranced at the echoes she heard. 

6 From mountain and forest an organ-like tone ; 
From hill-top and valley a mellower one ; 
Stream, fountain, and fall, whispered low to the sod. 
For the word that she spoke was the name of our God ! 

TlM gmrden of Eden, in which 4dain and Eve were placed, ia auppoaed to kave baai 
tiM tiver Buphraua, a little north of the Panian gulf, b Waan } think, ftncj. 
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7. Wi Ji blushes like Eden's own rose in its bloom, 
Her censer* slow wafting ambrosial^ perfume, 
With soft-yeiling tresses of simny-hued hair, 
The spirit of fragrance breamed sweet on the air. 

6. Then first on the ears of the angels of light 

Kose the singing of birds that enchanted the night; 
For the breezes are minstrels in heaven, they say, 
And the leaves and the flowers have a musical |day 

9. Each form of creation with joy was surveyed. 
From the gentle gazelle*" to the kings of the glade ; 
And lily-crowned Innocence gazed in the eyes 
Of the thunder-voiced lion, with smiling surj^rise.^ 

10. All night, as if stars were deserting their posts. 

Hie heavens were bright with the swift-coming hosts ! 
While the sentinel mountains, in garments of green, 
With glory-decked foreheads, like monarchs were seen. 

11. O Eden, ftiir Eden ! where now is thy bloom? 

And where are the pure ones that wept o'er thy doom ? 
Their plumes never lighten our shadowy skies, 
Their voices no more on earth's breezes arise. 

12. But joy for the faith that is strong in its powers, 
A fairer and better land yet shall be ours ; 

When Sin shall be vanquished, and Death yield his prey 
And earth with her nations Jehovah obey. 

13. Then, nobler than Adam, more charming than Evq, 
The Son of the Highest his palace shall leave ; 
While the saints who adored Him arise from the tomb, 
At the triumph-strain, telling ** His Kingdom is come ! *^ 

ftCoi'Mr; •.reami. la whiob incnm te biiniad. bAn-too'ii^; 
eBe; amMUapeciM^anulope. 
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LESSON XX. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY.* 

LESTIE. 

1. One sees in Westminster Abbey abnost as much as he 
would have seen had he lived in England for a thousand years. 
If a great person has died, or a great deed been done in this 
island for centuries, they have brought some memento and 
placed it within these walls. Here we read the story of thfi 
virtues and the crimes of England's great men ; here we fine' 
their monuments, their escutcheons,^ and their ashes. 

2. In different ages, and from different scenes of action 
England's kings have come to these solemn cloisters at last, to 
forget in the deep slumber of the gprave, the troubles, the follies 
and the guilt of the life just ended. No one of them, as he 
went to his sepulcher, stopped to listen to the clamors that 
swelled behind him ; to the contentions of fierce and eagei 
aspirants to his vacant throne. 

3. Henry Seventh's chapel is called " the wonder of the 
world." It stands at the east end of the Abbey, and is so 
neatly joined to it that it seems to be part of the main edifice. 
It is adorned with sixteen Gothic towers, beautifully orna- 
mented, and jutting from the building in different angles. It 
is built on the plan of a cathedral, with a nave and side 
aisles. The entrance to this chapel is through curiously 
wrought, ponderous gates of brass. The lofty 'ceiling is 
worked Jnto an astonishing variety of designs, and you may 
imagine my surprise when I was told that it was all wrought 
in solid stone. A celebrated French architect afterward told 
me that one man could not complete the work upon that ceil- 
uig in less time than a thousand years. 

4. But they are not all of royal or noble blood that rest 
here. Greater Englishmen than English kings have a name 

A Weffmin-iter Abbey ; « burial place in London for the iUustrious dead, b £•• 
cntch^Bona; ahlaklior coatao/ mrma. eH«urySe?mth; the fint king of England ol 
IhomotoflUor. 
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and a grave within these solemn chambers. Bucklers, hel-i 
mets, and broadswords are spread over the tomb of the bold 
baron ; the cross and the crosier^ mark the sepulcher of some 
pious bishop ; and over this tomb are banners, streamers, and 
all the insignia** of naval triumph, doing honor to^some cap- 
tain of the sea, who is here alike forgetful of the roar of the 
battle and the terrors of the wreck. '^ 

5. As you pass along those aisles whose silence is un- 
broken save by your own footfall, and read the quaint epitaph 
of heroes of olden time, insensibly will the impression steal 
over the imagination that it was but yesterday that all these 
lead were alive, and you, a stranger from the far future, have 
been carried back to the days of ancient chivalry to converse 
with walking shadows ; to think of the present as though it 
were a prophecy, a dream, or a hope, and of the past ntt 
though it were a reality. 

6. And yet speak to that suit of armor which seems now to 
threaten as it once did in battle, it returns no answer : the 
voice is still, that once spoke through those iron jaws, and the 
cold moisture which gathers on its rusted face seems like tears 
shed over the hero who once wore it. 

7. When the mind is full of thoughts suggested by these 
relics of antiquity, and the heart full of emotions ; when the 
images of great men who have long flitted around the fancy 
appear, and we sec before us the very sword they once used 
in battle, and the very banner that once floated over them, 
there is no room left for other thought ; we can not contem- 
plate mode?n times or our own existence. 

8. While we are lingering in a place where England has 
preserved all that she could of the great and the virtuous, a 
place of which we have read and thought from childhood, and 
around which so many bright recollections cluster, what mar- 
vel if hours ou hours steal away, ere we wake from the 
strong illusion. 



aCn/sier; abldiop'sgUffwith»ciOMonit. bln-fllg^joia; tadgMormarluofdis. 
Unctkn. 
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LESSON XXi. 

THB SAMB SUBJECT, CONTINIISD. 

1. Thb day had passed away as a night of rich dreams 
goes by, and we were unconscious how long we had been 
strolling around the walls, until the evening light began to 
stream in more and more feebly through the lofty, stained 
windows, and a deeper gloom settled upon every part of the 
Abbey. And when increasing darkness had spread through 
all the cloisters, chapels, and passages, a more solemn and 
mjrsterious gloom, I could not but ask. What is night, deep, 
dark night, without moon, star, or taper, around these silent 
poets, barons, priests, sages, heroes, and kings ? 

St. Is never a sigh heard to come forth from these damp 
tombs? a shout from some sleeping warrior? Might we not 
hear from some part of the Abbey a faint voice as if it came 
from «• spirit land?" No! these dead do never waken or walk; 
the battle-ax has fallen from the strong hand of the Saxon 
and the Norman, and they rest in stillness together. Genius, 
which lived in sorrow and died in want, here sleeps as proudly 
as royalty. All is silence ; but here " silence is greater than 
speecn. 

3. This is ^e great treasure-house of England. If every 
record on earth besides were blotted out, and the memory of 
the living should fade away, the stranger could still in West- 
minster Abbey write the history of the past; for Engknd's 
records are here, from the rude and bloody escutcheons of 
ttie ancient Briton to the ensigns of Norman chivalry, and 
from these to admiralty stars and civic honors. The changes 
which civili^tion has made in its progress through the world, 
have left iheir impressions upon these stones and marbles. 

4. On the monument where each great man rests, his age 
has uttered its language ; and among such numbers of the 
dead, there is the language of many ages« England speaks 
from its liarbarity, its revolutions, and its newest civilization. 
Each generation has laid some of its illustrious ones here. 
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and it is no wonder that there is not a spot to which ar 
Englishman turns his eyes with so much pride as to West- 
minster; nor a spot which the traveller so well loves to 
visit. 

6, One cannot but feel both gratitude and indignation 
here ; gratitude for every noble effort in behalf of humanity, 
civilization, liberty, and truth, made by these sleepers ; indig- 
nation at every base deed, every effort to quench the light of 
science or destroy freedom of thought, every outrage inflicted 
upon man, and every blow aimed against liberty by the op- 
pressors of the race. 

6. There is not a great author here who did not write for 
us ; not a man of science who did not investigate truth for 
us; we have received advantage from every hour of toil 
that ever made these good and great men weary. A wan- 
derer from the most distant and barbarous nation on earth 
cannot come here without finding the graves of his benefac- 
tors. 

7. Those who love science and truth, and long for ihe day 
when perfect freedom of thought and action shall be the com- 
mon heritage of man, will feel grateful, as they stand under 
these arches, for all the struggles, and all the trials to enlighten 
and emancipate the world, which the great who here rest from 
their labors have so nobly endured. 

8. And, above all, the scholar who has passed his best 
years in study, will here find the graves of his teachers. He 
has long worshiped their genius; he has gathered inspira- 
tion and truth from Ihefir writings ; they have made his solitary 
hours, which to other men are a dreary waste, like the magi- 
cal gardens of Armida,' " whose enchantments arose amid 
solitude, and whose solitude was cvcrjrw^iere among those 
enchantments." The scholar may wish to shed his tears 
aloiie, but he caimot stand l^ the graves of his masters in 
Westminster Abbey without weeping; — they are tears of 
love and gratitude. 



Digitized 



by Google 



t20 town's fourth rbadbb. 

LESSON XXIL 

THE SAMS SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

LE8TBB. 

1. Old structure ! Kound thy solid form 
Have heaved the crowd, and swept the stoim. 

And centuries rolled their tide ; 
Yet still thou standest firmly there, 
Thy gray old turrets' stem and bare, 

The grave of human pride. 

2. Erect, immovable, sublime, 

As when thou soaredst^ in thy prime, 

On the hold Saxon's sight ; 
Thou holdest England's proudest dead, 
From him who there first laid his head, 

" The royal imchorct."* 

8. Mysterious form,- thy old gmy wall 
Has seen successive kingdoms fall, 

And felt the mighty beat 
Of Time's deep flood, as thrones, and kings, 
And crowns, and all earth's proudest things.. 
It scattered at thy feet. * 

4* *T is vanished ! " like a morning cloud," — 
The throne, the king, the shouting crowd, 

And here I stand alone ;. * 

And like the ocean's solemn roar 
Upon some distant, desert shore, 
A low, perpetual moan. 

§, I seem to hear the steady beat 
Of century-waves around my feet, 

As generations vast 
Are borne unto the dim-seen strand 
Of that untrodden, silent land. 

That covers all the past 

« Turreta; small towtn. b Thli woitf w^unM be pronounced in two fjBiUti m 
atconnt ol Uw nmroit. •AatMoMii uhuoattmndiMm, 
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Here too are slumbering, side hy side, 
Like brother warriors true and tried, 

Two stem and haughty foes ; 
Their stormy hearts are still ; the tongue 
On which enraptured thousands hung, 

Is hushed in long repose. 



LESSON xxm. 

LIFE IN SWEDEN. 

LONGrSLLOW. 

1. Life in Sweden is for the most part patriarchal. Almost 
primeval simplicity reigns over this northern land, almost pri- 
meval solitude and stillness. You pass out from the gate 
of the city, and, as if by magic, the scene changes to a wild, 
woodland landscape. Around you are forests of fir. Over- 
head hang the long, fan-like branches, trailing with moss, and 
heavy with red and blue cones. 

2. Under foot is a carpet of yellow leaves ; and the air is 
warm and balmy. On a wooden bridge you cross a little sil« 
ver stream. Anon you come forth into a pleasant and sunny 
land of farms. Wooden fences divide the adjoining fields. 
Across the road are gates,which are opened for you by troops 
of children. Th*e peasants take ofif their hats as you pass. 
You sneeze, and they cry, God bless you. The houses in 
the villages and smaller cities are all built of hewn timber, 
and for the most part painted red. 

3. The floors of the taverns are strewn with the fragrant 
tips of fir boughs. In many viUages there are no taverns, and 
the peasants take turns in receiving travelers. The thrifty 
housewife shows you into the best chamber, the walls of 
which are hung round with rude pictures from the Bible ; and 
hmgs you her heavy silver spoons wherewith to dip the cur- 
dled milk from the pan. 

4. You have oaten cakes baked some months before ; oi 
bread with anise seed and coriander in it, and perhaps a Utile 

11 
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pine Ixtik. Meanwhile the sturdy husband has brought hia 
horses from the plow, and harnessed them to year carriapre 
Solitary travelers come and go in uncouth ore horse chaises. 
Most jf them have pipes in their mouths, and hanging aroinid 
their necks in front, a leathern wallet, wherein they carry 
tobacco. 

5. You meet, also*, groups ot peasant women, travehnp 
homeward, or city-ward, in pursuit of work. They \i alk date 
foot, carrying in their hands their shoes, which have higl.. 
heels under the hollow of the foot, and soles of birch bark 
Frequent, too, are the village churches, standing by the road- 
side, each in its own little garden of Grethsemane.' 

6. In the parish register great events are doubtless recorded. 
Some old kmg was christened or buried in that church ; and 
a little sexton, with a great rusty key, shows you the baptismal 
font, or the coffin. In the church-yard are a few flowers, and 
much green grass ; and daily the shadow of the church spire, 
with its long tapering finger, counts the tombs, thus repre- 
senting an index of human life, on which the hours and min- 
utes are the graves of men. 

7. The stones are flat, and large, and low, and perhaps 
sunken, like the roofs of old houses. On some are armorial 
bearings ; on others only the initials of the poor tenants, with 
a date, as on the roofs of Dutch cottages. They all 8le<sp 
with their heads to the westward. Each hejd a lighted taper 
in his hand when he died ; and in his coffin were placed his 
little heart-treasures, and a piece of money'* for his last journey.' 

8. Near the church-yard gate stands a poor-box, fastened 
to a xpost by iron bands, and secured by a padlock, with a 
sloping wooden roof to keep off the rain. If it be Sunday 
the peasants sit on the church steps and con their psalm-books 
Others are coming down the road with their beloved pastoi 
who talks to them of holy things from beneath his broad 
brimmed hat 

» Oeth-Mnyft-ne ; « Scriptural alluiion to the retired garden of Getheemane nea^- Je 
ruaalem, in which Chriat pnytd before he was betrayed by Judas. ^ This superathUoo 
mM also common to the ancient EonmaM and American hdtuuf. « Soiknef ; ["iMPca 
ftoMthii ^lanotiMrworidofezlstaoeo. 
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9. He speaks of fields and harvests, and of the parable of 
the sower that went forth to sow. He leads them to the good 
Shepherd, and to the pleasant pastures of the spirit-land. 
He is their patriarch, and, like Melchisedek, both priest and 
king, though^e has no other throne than the church pulpit 
The women carry psalm-books in their hands, wrapped in silk 
handkerchiefs, and listen deroutly to the good man's words. 



LESSON XXIV. 

THB SAME SUBJECT^ CONCLinDBD. 

LONOFSLLOW. 

1. I MUST not forget the suddenly changing seasons of the 
northern clime. There is no long and lingering spring unfold- 
ing leaf and blossom one by one ; no long and lingering autumn, 
pompous with many -colored leaves and the glow of. Indian 
summers.* But winter and summer are wonderful, and pass 
into each other. .The quail has hardly ceased piping in the 
com, when winter, from the folds of trailing clouds, sows 
broad-cast over the land, snow, icicles, and rattling hail. 

2. The days wane apace. Ere long the sun hardly rises 
above the horizon, or does not rise at all.*" The moon and the 
stars shine through t)^ day ; only, at noon, they are pale and 
wan, and in the southern sky a red, fiery glow, as of sunset, 
bums along the horizon, and then goes out And pleasantly 
under the silver moon, and under the silent, solemn stars, ring 
the steel shoes of the skaters on the frozen sea, and voices, 
and the sound of bells. 

3. And now the N, rihem Lights*^ begin to bum, faintly at 
first, like sunbeams playing in the waters of the blue sea. 
Then a soft crimson glow tinges the heavens. There is a 

» IndJan SanuBer ; that very fine, pleasant season of waim weather that usually oc 
ctimr Iti tmriottiidB, nmt the end of October or the first of November. bTo the inhale 
UanU north of the Arctte Ch»le the sun ^Khar risie nor sets for a eertain time 
eNortbamLifhti; that briUiant light seen in tha aocth in the colder seaso n, w q y p osai 
to be occMloned bj electricity. 
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olush on the cheek of night The colors come and go ; and 
change from crimson to gold, from gold to crimson. 

4. The snow is stained with rosy light Twofold from the* 
zenith, east and west, flames a fiery sword ; and a broad band 
passes athwart the heavens, like a summer simset Soft pur- 
ple clouds come sailing over the sky, and through their vapoi^ 
folds the winking stars shine white as silver. 

5. With such pomp as this is merry Christmas usheied in, 
tliough only a single star^ heralded the first Chnstmas. And 
in memory of that day the Swedish peasants dance on straw; 
and the peasant girls throw straws at the^ timbered roof of the 
hall, and for every one that sticks m a crack shall a grooms* 
man come to their wedding. Merry Christmas indeed ! 

6. And now the glad, leafy mid-summer, full of blossoms, 
and the song of the nightingales, is come ! In every village 
there is a May-pole fifty feet high, with wreaths and roses and 
ribbons streaming in the wmd, and a noiseless weathercock 
on the' top, to tell the village whence the wind cometh and 
whither it goeth. The sin does not set till ten o'clock at 
night ; and Ihe children are at play in the streets an hour later. 
The windows and doors are all open, and you may sit and read 
till midnight without a candle. 

7. O how beautfful is the summer night, which is not night, 
but a sunless yet unclouded day, descending upon earth with 
dews, and shadows, and refreshing coolness ! How beautiful 
the long, mild twilight, which like a silver clasp unites to-day 
with yesterday ! How beautiful the silent hour, when morn- 
ing and evening thus sit together, hand in hand, beneath the 
starless sky of midnight ! 

8. From the church tower in the public square the bell tolls 
the hour, with a soft, musical chime ; and the watchman, whose 
watch-tower is the belflry, blows a blast on his horn, for each 
stroke of the hammer, four times, to the four comers of the 
heavens. 

• TlM liar which conducted UMViMinta to UMMithplaMoCGMit. 
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Ho ! watchman, ho ! 
Twelve is the clock ! 
God keep our town 
From fire and brand 
And hostile hand ! 
Twelve is the clock ! 

9. From his swallow's nest in the belfry he can see the sun 
all night long ; and farther north, the priest stands at his dooi 
in the warm midnight, and lights' his pipe with a common 
burning gkss/ 



TO SENECA LAKE. 

1. On thy fair bosom, silver lake. 

The wild swan* spreads his snowy sail, 
And round his breast the ripples break, 
As down he bears before the gale. 

# 

2. On thy fair bosom, waveless stream, 

The dipping paddle echoes far. 
And flashes in the moonlight glea^n, 
And bright reflects the polar star. 

3. The waves, along thy pebbly shore, 

As blows the north wind, heave their foam, 
And curl around the dashing oar. 
As late the boatman hies him home. 

4. How sweet, at set of sun, to view 

Thy golden mirror spreading wide. 
And see the mist of mantling blue 

Float xound the distant mountain's side ! 



a Burning gUun ; a douUe convex lena, used to collect the rays of the sun. b Seneca 
Mkt ; a beautifuf lake in New York, e Swan ; an aquatic bird, generally of a beauUfiil 
rhite color, but dbmetimes black. 
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5. At midnight hour, as shines the moon, 

A sheet of silver spreads helow, 
And swift she cuts, at highest nocm, 
Light clouds, like wreaths of purest snow. 

6. On thy fair bosom, silver lake, 

O! I could ever sweep the oar. 

When early birds at morning wake. 

And evening tells us toil is o'er. 



LESSON XXV. 

LABOR. 
JVDSON. 

1. The man or woman who despises the laborer, shows a 
want of common sense, and fo^ts that every article that is 
used IS the production of lnore or less labor. The time was, 
when kings and queens stimulated their subjects to labor, by 
example. Queen Mary* had her regular hours of work, and 
had one of her maids of honor read to her, while she plied 
the needle. Washington and his lady were examples of 
industry, plainness, frugality, and economy. 

2. The necessity imposed on man to labor is unquestion- 
ably a great blessing. In those countries, and districts of 
country, where the greatest amount of labor is requisite tc 
obtain the necessaries of life, we find the most vigorous, healthy, 
&nd athletic inhabitants. Where nature has done most for 
man, m providing for his oodily wants, we find him most des- 
titute of the solid comforts of life. 

3. Labor in the open air is most conducive to health, and 
agriculture affords the largest share of happiness, because the 
most independent of all professions. To raise, gather, and 
enjoy the fruits of the earth, and attend to flocks and herds 

* CjuBtn Mary, probably Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots. 
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iv^re Hie emidoyments first assigned to man by our great 
Creator. Now, the variety is so great, that all who will may 
labor in a manner to suit the most fastidious fancy. Immense 
tracts of land are yet uncultivated, our workshops are numer- 
ous and rapidly increasing, our commerce is courting the 
markets of every climate. 

4. Here,* mental labor has an opportunity to expand and 
spread ; and genius here finds a field as broad, more free and 
congenial, than in isiny other part of the wodl. All the 
powers of body and mind, physical and intellectual, here, more 
than any where, are put in the juxtaposition* c^ mutual* 
dependence upon each other, and are mutually useful to each 
other. * 

5. ManuaP labor, on the one hand, produces food and 
raiment for the body, the increase of wealth, and develops 
ihe treasures on and in the earth and water. Intellectual 
labor, on the other, discovers the best means, implements and 
plans, for producing these, and makes laws, rules and regular 
tions, for the protection of person and property, the advance- 
ment of the moral conditi(m of man, and the peace and 
prosperity of each individual, and the aggregate ccmunu- 
nity. 

6. But few are so ignorant, as not to feel their depend- 
ence on those around, above, and below them. This feeling 
of mutual dependence produces harmony, increases happiness, 
and promotes social order. All who study their jAysical' 
organization, must soon discover how helpless man would be 
without a hand ; the same reasoning will lead them to appre- 
ciate the small, as well as the great, in our body politic, one 
ot the fundamental principles of a republican govermnent. 

7. Labor also induces men to be better citizens. Idleness 
leads to vice and crime. Indolence is no part of ethics or 
theology, nor is it recommended by pagan or Christian philo»« 
ophy, by experience or common sense. Man was made (or 
action, '* noble, sublime, and god-like action." Let him see 

« JozUposi'tioQ ; nearnflsa in place, k Maa'ud ; perfDrmed bf the hand, e Fhyo'i 
eal ; pertaining to the body, not meintaL 
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well to it, that he does not thwart the design of his cieatkm 
and plunge headlong into the abyss of misery and woe. 



LESSON XXVI. 

MENTAL DISCIPLINB. 

TODD. 

1. The human mind is the brightest display of the powei 
and skill of the Infinite Mind with which we are acquamt^d. 
It is created and placed in this world to be educated for a 
higher state of existence. Here its faculties begin to unfold, 
and those mighty energies, which are to bear it forward to 
unendiog ages, begin to disoover themselves. 

2. The object of training such a mind should be, to enable 
the soul to fulfil her duties well here, and to stand on high 
vantage ground, when she leaves this cradle of her being for 
an eternal existence beyond the grave. There is now and 
then a youth, who, like Ferg;uson,* can tend sheep in the field, 
and there accurately mark the position of the stars, with a 
thread and beads, and with his knife construct a watch from 
wood; but such instances are rare. Most need encourage- 
ment to sustain, instruction to aid, and directions to guide 
them. 

3. The mighty minds which have gone before us, have left 
treasures for our inheritance, and the choicest gold is to be had 
for the digging. How great the dissimilarity between a naked 
Indian, dancing with joy over a new feather for his head-dress, 
and such a mind as that of Newton or of Boyle !** And what 
makes the difference ? 

4. There is mind enough in the savage ; he can almost outdo 
the instincts of the prey which he hunts ; but his soul is like 
the marble pillar. There is a beautiful statue in it, but the 
hand of the sculptor has never laid the chisel upon it That 

*Fer'gumn; an eminent ezperinieDtal phlloeopher «nd aatronomar ef Scotland 
Boiyh ; • calabnted natuiml phikMopher, bom In Ireland. 
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mind of the savage has never been disciplined by study ; and 
it, therefore, in the comparison, appears like the rough bison 
of the forest, distinguished only for strength and ferocity. 

5. I am not now to discuss the question, whether the souk 
of men are naturally equal. You may have a good mind, a 
sound judgment, or a vivid imagination, or a wide reach of 
thought and of views; but, believe me, you probably, are not 
a genius, and can never become distinguished without severe 
application. Hence all that you ever Have, must be the 
result of labor ; hard, untiring labor. 

6. You have friends to cheer you on ; you havie books and 
teachers to aid you, and multitudes of helps. But, after all, 
discipline and educating your mind must be your own work. 
No one can do this but yourself. And nothing in this world 
is of any worth, which has not labor and toil as its price. 

7. The zephyrs of summer can but seldom breathe around 
you. " i foresee, distinctly, that you will have to double Cape 
Horn in the winter season, and to grapple with the gigantic 
spirit of the storm, which guards the cape ; and I foresee as 
distinctly, that it will depend entirely on your own skill and 
energy, whether you survive the fearful encounter, and live 
to make a port in the mild latitudes of the Pacific." 

8. Set it down as a fact, to which there are no exceptions^ 
tlwit we must labor for all that we have, and that nothing is 
worth possessing, or offering to others, which costs us nothing 
The first and great object of education is, to discipline the 
mind. Make it the first object to be able to fix and hold your 
attention upon your studies. He who can do this, has mas- 
tered many and great difiiculties ; and he who cannot do its 
will in vain look for success in any department of study. 

9. Patience is a virtue kindred to attention ; and without it 
the mind cannot be said to be disciplined. Patient labor and 
investigatiomare not only essential to success in study, but 
are an unfailing guaranty to success. 

10. The student should learn to think and act for himself. 
True originality consists in doing things well, and doing them 
in your owh way. A mind half educated is generally imita- 

I 
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ting others. " No man was ever great by inatation." Let it 
be remembered that we cannot copy greatness or goodness by 
• any effort. We must acquire it by our own patience and dil- 
igence. 

11. Another object of study is, to form the judgment, so 
that the mind can not only investigate, but weigh and balance 
opinions and theories. Without this, you will never be able 
to decide what to read or what to throw aside ; what author 
to distrust, or what opinions to receive. Some of the most 
laborious men, and diligent readers, pass through life without 
accomplishing anything desirable, for the want of what niay 
be called a well-balanced judgment. 

12. The great instrument of affecting the world is the 
mind ; and no instrument is sa decidedly and continually im- 
proved by exercise and use, as the mind. Many seem to feel 
as if it were not safe to put forth all their powers at one 
effort. You must reserve your strength for great occasions, 
just as you would use your horse, moderately and carefully 
on common occasions, but give him the spur on occasions of 
great emergency. This might be well, were the mind, in 
any respect^ke the bones and muscles of the horse. 

13. You may call upon your mind to-day for its highest 
efforts, and stretch it to the utmost in your power, and you 
have done "yourself a kindness. The mind will be all the 
better for it. To-morrow you may do it again ; and each 
time it will answer more readily to your caMs. 

14. But remember that real discipline of mind does not 
so much consist in now and then making a great effort, as in 
having the mind so trained that it will make constant efforts. 
The perfection of a disciplined mind is, not to be able, on 
some great contingency, to rouse up its faculties, and draw out 
a giant strength, but to have it always ready to produce a 
given, and an equal quantity of results in a giv^n and equal 
time 
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LESSON XXVIL 

ODE ON EDUCATION. 

MONTGOMEBY. 

L The lion, o'er his wild domains, 

Rules with the terror of his eye ; 
The eagle of his rock maintains 

By force the empire in the sky ; 
The shark, the tyrant of the flood. 

Reigns through the deep with quenchless rage 
Parent and young^nweaned from blood, 

Are still the same from age to age. 

2. Of aU that live, and move, and breathe, 

Man only rises o'er his birth ; 
He looks above, around, beneath. 

At once the heir of heaven and earth ; 
Force, cunning, speed, which Nature gaye 

The various tribes throughout her plan, 
Life to enjoy, from death to save. 

These are the lowest powers of man. 

3. From strength to stren^h he travels on ; 

He leaves the lingering brute behind ; 
And when a few short years are gone, 

He soars, a disembodied mind ; 
Beyond the grave, his course sublime, 

Destined tlirough nobler paths to run, 
In his career the end of Time 

Is but Eternity begun. 

4. What guides him in his high pursuit, 

Opens, illumines, cheers his way, 
Discerns the immortal from the brute, 

God's image from the mold of clay ? * 
•T is knowledge ; . knowledge to the soul- 

Is power, and liberty, and peace ; 
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And while celestial ages roll, 

The joys of knowledge shall mcrease« 

6. Hail ! to the glorious plan, that spread 
The light with universal heams, 
And through the human desert led 

Truth's living, pure, perpetual streams. 
Behold a new creation rise, 
• New spirit hreathed into the clod, 
Where'er the voice of wisdom cries, 
" Man, know thyself, and fear thy God." 



LESSON XXVltl. 

EXALTED CHARACTEE OF POETRY.' 

CHANNINO. 

[The reader may note the inflections for emphatic suocession of 
particulars, in the following piece.* See Rule 10, p. 34.] 

1. Poetry seems to us the divinest of all arts ; for it is 
the breathing or expression of that principle or sentiment, 
which is deepest and sublimest in human nature ; we mean, 
of that thirst or aspiration, to which no mind is wholly a 
stranger, for something purer and lovelier, something more pow- 
erful, lofty and thrilling, thin ordinary and real life affords. 

2. In an hitellectual nature, ^framed for progress and for 
higher modes of being, there must be creative energies, pow- 
er of original and ever-growing thought ; and poetry is the 
form m which these energies are chiefly manifested. 

3. It is the glorious prerogative of this art, that it " makes 
all things new," for the gratification of a divine instinct. It 
indeed finds its elements in what it actually sees and experi 
ences in the worlds of matter and mind ; but it combines and 
blends these into new forms, according to new aflinities, and 

* It is believed to be important in securing.a correct application of the principles of 
leading, for tiie learner to marlc lightly, with a pencil, such words, pauses, inflections. 
kc., as are iliustratire of the rules to which reference is made in the subsequent ke 
tons. 

• The most ancient poetry whieh has come down to us, is that of the Hebrews. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



town's PdtmTH REAPER. 133 

breaks down, if we may so say, the distinctions and bounds 
of nature. 

4. It imparts to, material objects, life, and sentiment, and 
emotion, and invests the mind with the powers and splendors 
of the outward creation ; describes the surrounding universa 
in the colors which the passions tlirow over it, and depicts 
the mind in those modes of repose or agitation, of tender- 
ness or sublime emotion, which manifest its thirst for a more 
powerful and joyful existence. 

5. We, accordingly, believe that poetry, far from injuring 
society, is one of the great instruments of its refinement and 
exaltation,. It lifts the mind above ordinary life, gives it a 
respite from depressing cares, and awakens the consciousness 
of its affinity with what is pure and noble, 

6. In its legitimate and highest efforts, it has the same ten > 
dency and aim wiith Christianity ; that is, to spiritualize our 
nature. True, poetry has been made the instrument of vice, 
the pander of bad passions ; but when genius thus stoops, it 
dims its fires, and parts with much of its power ; and, even 
when poetry is enslaved to licentiousness and misanthropy, 
she cannot wholly forget her true vocation. 

7. Strains of pure feeling, touches of tenderness, images of 
innocent happiness, sympathies with what is good in our 
nature, bursts of scorn or indignation at the hoUowness of the 
world, passages true to our moral nature, often escape in an 
immoral work, and show how hard it is for a gifted spirit to 
divorce itself wholly from what is good. Poetry has a natu- 
ral alliance with our best affections. It delights in the beauty 
and sublimity of outward nature and of the soul, 

8. It indeed portrays, with terrible energy, the excesses of 
the passions, but they are passions which show a mighty 
nature, which are full of power, which command awe, and ex- 
cite a deep though shuddering S3rmpathy, Its great tendency 
and purpose is, to carry the mind beyond and above the beat- 
en, dusty, weary walks of ordinary life; to lift it into a purer 
element, and to breathe into it more profound and geneioui 
amotion, 

12 
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9. It reveals to us the loveliness of nature ; brings back 
the freshness of youthful feeling ; revives the relish of simply 
pleasures ; keeps unquenched the enthusiasm which warmed 
the spring-time of our being ; refines youthful love y stren^h- 
ens our interest in human nature by vivid delineations of its 
ienderest and loftiest feelings; spreads our sjrmpathies over 
all classes of society ; knits us, by new ties,' with universal 
being ; and, through the brightness of its prophetic visions, 
helps faith to lay hold on the future life. 



LESSON XXIX. 

THE FINE ARTS.* 

DBWET. 

1. 4t is often said that the arts cannot flourish in a repub- 
lic ; and this is said in the face of such examples as Athens^ 
and republican Rome.* But why can they not ? I ask. Want 
of patronage is the reason usually assigned ; but let there be 
intelligence and refinement among any people, and the pat- 
ronage of the arts must follow. And is it not safer thus to 
trust the encouragement of the arts to the inteJigence and 
free competition of a whole people, than to a few individuals, 
kings or princes ? 

2. Would not a generous artist rather take an intelligent 
people for his patron, thaft a king ? May not the fine arts, in 
this respect, be safely and advantageously subjected to the 
Scime ordeal as literature ? We have wealth enough, we have 
intelligence in America, and I am willing to rely upon these 

' for the inevitable consequence. 

3. It would be sad, indeed, if the allegation were true, that 
the arts could not flourish in a republic. For it is precisely 
in a republic that they ^re wanted, to complete the system of 
social influences. It is a mistake into which novices fall, to 
suppose that the arts are unfavorable to morality. In fact, 

« Pine aru ; each m painting, sculpture, ftc b Ath'ens ; the capital of Gieeca, and 
tba anciant reaidence of many of the Greelc danlcal writera and philoaopbeia. • Boom 
ttaacapiul of Italj, and modem parent of the fine arte. 
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the fine arts have usually been the handmaids of virtue and 
relgbn. More than half of the great paintings in the world 
are illustrative of religious subjects ; and, embracing mythol- 
ogy* in this account, more than half of the statues are of the - 
same character. 

4. And, to refer to kindred arts, architecture, too, has built 
its noblest structures for religion, and music has .composed its 
Bublimest strains for the sanctuary. Genius, indeed, that in- 
spiration from heaven, has always shown its descent from 
above by this direction of its labors. The introduction of 
the arts into our country, then, is not to be dreaded on the 
score of morality. Is it not on every account greatly to be 
desired ? The most material deficiency among us, perhaps, 
next to the want of virtue, is likely to be the want of refine- 
ment. • 

5. There is need among us of objects that kindle up admi 
ration and enthusiasm, that awaken the sense of delight and 
wonder, that break up the habits of petty calculation and 
sordid interest, and breathe a liberal and generous soid into 
the people ; and this need the arts would supply. The Au- 
thor of nature has shown that it was not beneath his care to 
provide for the gratification of sentiments precisely similar to 
those which are addressed by the arts. 

6. The world, composed of hill and dale, mountain and 
valley, not one boundless plowed field to yield food ; dressed 
in gay and bright liveries, not in one somber-suited color; 
filled with the music of its streams and groves, not doomed 
Ko endless monotony or everlasting silence ; — such a world 
the dwelling-place of nations, the school of their discipline 
the temple of their worship, plainly shows that they were no ; 
destined to be pupils of cold and stem utility alone, but of 
many and diversified influences ; of gracefulness, of elegance 
of beneficence, beauty, and sublimity. 

« Mythology; tradlltiona respecting heathen gods and lattaloua heroes. 
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LESSON XXX. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION.' 

Ht7MPHREY. 

1. That is undoubtedly the ^visest and best regnnen 
which takes the infant from the cradle, and conducts hira 
along, through childhood and youth, up to high maturity, 
in such a manner as to give strength to his arm, swiftness 
to his feet, solidity and. amplitude to his muscles, symme- 
try to. his frame, and expansion to his vital energies. 

2. It is obvious that this branch of education compre- 
hends, not only food and clothing, but air, exercise, lodging, 
early rising, and whatever else is requisite to the full de- 
velopment of the physical constitution. The diet must be 
simple, the apparel must not be too warm, nor the bed too 
soft. 

3. Let parents beware of too much restriction in the man- 
Lgement of their darling boy. Let him, in choosing his 
play, follow the suggestions of nature. Let them not be 
discomposed at the sight of his sand-hills in the road, his 
snow-forts in February, and his mud-dams in April; nor 
when they chance to look out, in the midst of an August 
shtwer,* and see him wading, and sailing, and sporting along 
with the water-fowl. 

4. If they would make him hardy and fearless, they must 
let him go abroad as often as he pleases,. in his early boy- 
hood, and amuse himself by the hour together in smoothing 
and twirling the hoary locks of winter. Instead of keeping 
him shut up all day with a stove, and graduating his sleep- 
ing-room by Fahrenheit,*' they must let him face the keen 
edge of a north wind, when the mercury is below cipher, 
and, instead of minding a little shivering and complaining 
when he returns, cheer up his spirits and send him out again. 

6, In this way, they will teach him that he was not bom 

a Physical education ; derelopment of the bodily functions, as separate from the 
mind, b Fahrenheit, (Fft'ren-hlte ;) a Prussian, bom at Danttic, the inventor of Fnh 
lenheit's thermometer. By metonymy, the name of the inventor i« here used for the 
Instnmient. 
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to live in a nursery, nor to brood over ithe fire; but to range 
abroad, as free as the snow and the air, and to gain warmth 
from exercise. I love and admire the youth, who turns not 
back from the howling wintry blast, nor withers under the 
blaze of summer; who never magnifies "mole-hills into 
moimtains ;" but whose daring eye, exulting, scales the ea** 
gle's airy crag, and who is ready to undertake an3rthing that 
is prudent and lawful, within the range of possibility. 

6. Who would think of planting the mountain oak in a 
greenhouse? or of rearing die cedar of Lebanon' in a lady's 
flower-pot? Who does not know that, in order to- attain 
tlieir mighty strength and majestic forms, they must freely 
enjoy the rain and the sunshine, and must feel the rocking 
of the tempest ? 



LESSON XXXI. 

ADVANTAGES OF TEMFEBANCE. 

HITCHCOCK. 

1. Temperance promotes clearness and vigor of intellect. 
if the functions of the brain be not in a healthy and vigorous 
state, equally unhealthy and inefficient must be those of the 
mind. History will bear us out in asserting, that the highest 
and most successful intellectual eflTorts have ever been asso- 
ciated with the practice of those general principles of temper- 
ance in diet for which we plead. 

2. It is the mighty minds that have grappled most suc- 
cessfully with the demonstrations of mathematical, intellect- 
ual, and moral science, that stand highest on the scale of 
mental acumen and power ; and it is such minds that have 
found strict tempemnce in diet essential to their Success. Let 
us advert to the history of a few of the master spints of tfee 
human race. 



» Lel/a-non : a range of moantains in Syria, tho higheat iommit of wtaidi la UOOC 
feet 

12* 
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3. Foremost on the list stands Sir Isaac Newton.' The 
treatise of his, that cost him the mightiest intellectual effort 
of all his works, was composed while the body was sustained 
by bread and water alone. And in spite of the wear and 
tear of such protracted and prodigious mental labor as his, 
that same temperance sustained him to his eighty-fifth year. 

4. The celebrated John Locke/ with a feeble constitution, 
outlived the term of threescore years and ten, by his temper- 
ance. " To this temperate mode of life, too, he was proba- 
bly indebted for the increase of those intellectual powers, 
which gave birth to his incomparable work on the human 
understanding, his treatises on government and education, as 
well as his other writings, which do so much honor to his 
memory." 

5. Another intellectual philosopher, who saw fourscore 
years, was the venerable Kant.*^ " By this commeadable and 
heahhy practice," early rising, says his biographer, " daily 
exercise on foot, temperance in eating and drinking, constant 
employment, and cheerful company, he protracted his life to 
this advanced period ;" and we may add, acquired the power 
for his immense labors of mind. 

6. Few men have more fully established their claims to 
intellectual superiority of a very high grade than President 
Edwards.** But it was temperance alone that could carry 
him through such powerful mental efforts. " Though consti- 
tutionally tender, by the rules of temperance, he enjoyed good 
bealth, and was enabled to pursue his studies thirteen hours 
a day." 

7. The same means enabled Martin Luther,^ though his 
days were stormy in the extreme, to make the moral world 
bend at his will, and to leave for his posterity so many pro- 
found literary productions. " It often happened," says his 
biographer, ",that for several days and nights he locked him- 

t__ ^ ^ 

• Sir Isaac Newton ; an eminent philosopher and mathematician of England, b John 
Locke ; a noted intellectual philosopher of England, o Kant ; an intellectual philoM- 
phor, bom at Konigsberg, Prussia, d President Edwards; an eminent theologian ol 
Conneaicut, and President of Princeton Ck)Uege. • Martin Luther ; a distinguished 
Gennan divine. 
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Belt up in his study, and took no other nourishment than 
% 'bread and water, that he might the more uninterruptedly 
pursue his labors." 

8. The records of English jurisprudence contain scarcely 
a name more distinguished than that of Sir Matthew Hale.* 
And it is the testimony of history, that " his decided piety and 
rigid*temperance laid him open to the attacks of ridicule ; but 
he could not be moved." In eating and drinking, he observed 
not only great plainness and moderation, but lived . so philo- 
sophically that he always ended his m«al with an appetite. 

9. Perhaps no man accomplishes more for the world than 
he who writes such a commentary on the Scriptures as that 

. of Matthew Henry.'* And it is, indeed, an immense literary 
labor. But the biographer's account of that writer's habits 
shows that temperance and diligence were the secret of his 
success. 

10. Few men have accomplished more than John Wesley ;• 
and it is gratifying to learn that it was " extraordinary tem- 
perance which gave him the power to do so much, and to live 
so long." 

11. In reading the works of Milton,** we are not so much 
delighted with the play of imagination as with the' rich and 
profound, though sometimes exceedingly anomalous views, 
which he opens hefore us. The fact is, he was a man of 
powers and attainments so great as justly to be classed among 
the leading intellects of his generation. Nor were such pow- 
ers and attainments disjoined from temperance. 

12. Europe, as well as America, has been filled with the 
fame of Franklin ; • and no less wide-spread is tlie history of 
his temperance. Early in life he adopted a vegetable diet ; 
and thus he not only gained time for study, but " I made 
the greater progress," says he, " from that greater clearness 
of head and quickness of apprehension which generally attend 

• Sir Matthew Hale ; an English judge, of brilliant talenU and great piety. ^ Mat. 
thew Henry ; an eminent English divine, o John Wesley ; a distinguished English di- 
Tine, and fdunder of the denomination caHed Methodists, d Milton ; one of the greatest 
of the English poets. • Franklin ; one of the greatest of philosophers, bom in Bost4M^ 
1700. 



Digitized 



by Google 



140 town's fourth readbb. 

temperance in eating and drinking." The habit of bang 
contented with a little, and disregarding the gratifications of 4 
the palate, remained with him through life, and was highly 
asefiiL 



LESSON xxxn. 

ASTRONOMY.* 
wntT. 

1. It was a pleasant evening in the month of May, and my 
sweet child and I had sauntered up to the castle's top, to en- 
joy the breeze that played around it, and to admire the un- 
clouded firmament, that glowed and sparkled with imusual 
luster from pole to pole. 

2. The atmosphere was in its purest and finest state for 
vision; the Milky Way*, was distinctly developed throughout 
its whole extent ; every planet and every star above the hori- 
zon, however near and brilliant or distant and faint, lent its 
lambent light or twinkling ray to give variety and beauty to 
the hemisphere ; while the round, bright moon seemed to hang 
off from the azure vault, suspended in midway air; or stoop- 
ing forward from the firmament her fair and radiant &ce, as 
if to court and return our gaze. 

3. We amused ourselves for some time in observing through 
a telescope the planet Jupiter,* sailing in silent majesty with 
his squadron of satellites along the vast ocean of space between 
us and the fixed stars, and admired the felicity of tbrt de- 
sign by which those distant bodies have been parceled out and 
arranged into constellations ; so as to have served not only for 
beacons to the ancient navigators, but, as it were, for land^ 
marks to astronomers at this day ; enabling them, though in 
difilerent countries, to indicate to each other with ease the pJace 

a The most ancient obserratione upon astronomf which have come down to u« ait 
thoae of the Chinese and Chaldeans., b Milky Way ; a bright belt or lone encompasa* 
inf the heayens, supposed to be composed of stars, of which our sun Is one « Jnplteri 
ttw greatest of the gods among the Greeks and Romans, after whom this planet was 
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and motion of those planets, comets and magnificent meteors 
which inhabit, revolve, and play in the intermediate space. 

4. We recalled and dwelt with delight on the rise and pro- 
gress of the science of astronomy ; on that scries of astonish- 
ing discoveries through successive, ages, which display in so 
strong a light, the force and reach of the human mind ; and 
on th'^se bold conjectures and sublune reveries, which seem to 
itwc: even to the confines of divinity, and denote the high 
destiny to which mortals tend. 

6. That thought, for instance, which is said to have been 
first started by Pythagoras,' and which modem astronomers 
approve, that the stars which we call fixed, although Hiey 
appear to us tg be nothing more than large spangles of vari- 
ous^ sizes glittering on the same concave surface, are, never- 
theless, bodies as large as our sun, shining, like him, with 
original and not reflected light, placed at incalculable distances 
asunder, and each star the solar center of a system of planets 
which revolve around it, as the planets belonging to our sys- 
tem do around the sun. 

6. That this is not only the case with all the stars which our 
eyes discern in the firmament, or which the telescope has 
brought within the sphere of our vision, but according to the 
modem improvements of this thought, that there are probably 
other stars whose light has not yet reached us, although light 
moves with a velocity a million times greater than that of a 
cannon ball. 

7. That those luminous appeamnces, which we observe in 
the firmament, like flakes of thin, white cloud, are windows, 
as it were, which opened to other firmaments, far, far beyond 

. the ken of human eye, or the power of optical instruments 
lighted up, like ours, with hosts of stars or suns. 

8 That this scheme goes on through infinite space, which ia 
filled with thousands upon thcfUsands of those suns, attended 
by ten thousand times ten thousand worlds, all in rapid motion^ 
yet cahn, regular, and harmonious, invariably keeping the 

• Pytbag'o-raa ; a Grecian philosophar and mathematician, the Inventor of the multi- 
plication uble. 
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paths presOTibed to then.; and these worlds peopled with 
myriads of intelligent beings. One would think that this 
conception, thus extended, would be bold enough to satisfy 
the whole enterprise of the human imagination. 

9. But what an accession of glory and magnificence does 
Dr. Herschel* superadd to it, when, instead of supposing ^D 
those suns fixed, and the motion confined to their respective 
planets, he loosens those multitudinous suns themselves firom 
their stations, sets them all into motion with their splendid 
retinue of planets and satellites, and imagines them, thus 
attended, to perform a stupendous revolution, system above 
system, around some grander, unknown center, somewhere in 
the boundless abyss of space ! 

10. And when carrying on the process, you suppose even 
that center itself not stationary, but also counterpoised by 
other masses in the immensity of space, with which, attended 
by their acciunulatel trains of 

*^ Planets, suns and adamantine spheres, 
Wheeling unshaken through the void immense,'' 

it maintains harmonious concert, surrounding, in its vast ca- 
reer, some other center, still more remote and stupendous, 

which in its turn " You overwhelm me," cried my 

daughter, as I was laboring to pursue the immense concatena- 
tion ; " my mind is bewildered and lost in the efibrt to follow 
you, and finds no point on which to rest its weary wing." 

11. " Yet there is a point, my dear, the throne of the Most 
High. Imagine that, the ultimate center, to which this vast and 
inconceivably magnificent and august apparatus is attached, 
and around which it is contiually revolving. Oh ! what a 
spectacle for the cherubim and seraphim, and the spirits of 
the just made perfect, who dwell on the right hand of that 
throne, if, as may be, and probably is the case, their eyes are 
permitted to pierce through the whole, and take in, at one 
glance, all its order, beauty, sublimity and glory, and theii 



a Sir William Henchel, (her'shel;) an eminent Engl'ih astronomer, the dioconrer 
of tbe jjdanet Heracbel, or Uranus. 
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ears to distinguish that celestial harmony, unheard by us, in 
which those vast globes, as they roll on in their respective 
orbits, continually hymn their great Creator's praise ! " 



^ LESSON XXXIII. 

URSA MAJOR.* 

WAHE. 

1. With what a stately and majestic step 
That glorious constellation of the north* 
Treads its eternal circle ! going forth 

Its princely way among the stars, in slow 
And silent brightness. Mighty one, all hail ! 
1 joy to see thee, on thy glowing path, 
Walk like some stout and girded giant, stem, 
Unwearied, resolute, whose toiling foot 
Disdains to loiter on its destined way. 

2. The other tribes forsake their midnight track, 
And rest their weary orbs beneath the wave ; 
But thou dost never close thy burning eye,** 
Nor stay thy steadfast step. But on, still on, 
While systems change, and suns retire, and worlds 
Slumber and wake, thy ceaseless march proceeds. 
The near horizon tempts to rest in vain. 

Thou, faithful sentinel, dost never quit 
Thy long-appointed watch ; but, sleepless stiU, 
Dost guard the fixed light'' of the universe, 
And bid the north forever know its place. 
Ages have witnessed thy devoted trust, 
Unchanged, unchanging. 

3. Ages have rolled their course, and time grown gray , 
The earth has gathered to her womb again, 

» Ui'« Major, (great bear ;) one of the northern constellatione, which may be known 
tf Ita seven stars forming the figure of a dipper. t> Ursa Major being near the north 
pole, does not set to us. e Fixed light ; the north star, or GynosAra. 
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And yet c^g^in, the myriads that were bom 

Of her uncounted, unremembered tribes. 

The seas have changed their beds ; the eternal hilk 

Have stooped with age ; the solid continents 

Have left their banks ; and man's imperial works, 

The toil, pride, strength of kingdoms, which have flun^ 

Their haughty honors in the face of heaven, ' 

As if immortal, have been swept away ; 

Shattered and moldering, buried and forgot. 

But time has shed no dimness on thy front. 

Nor touched the finnness of thy tread ; youth, strength 

And beauty still are thine. 

4 1 wonder as I gaze. That stream of light, 
Undimmed, unquenched, just as I see it now, 

Has issued from those dazzling points, through years 
That go back far into eternity. 
Exhaustless flood ! forever spent, renewed 
Forever ! Yea, and those refulgent drops. 
Which now descend upon my lifted eye. 
Left their fair fountain twice three* years ago. 
While those winged particles, whose speed outstrips 
The flight of thought, were on their way, the earth 
Compassed its tedious circuit round and round, 
And in the extremes of annual change, beheld 
Six autumns fade, six springs renew their bloom. 
So far from earth those mighty orbs revolve ! 
So vast the void "through which their beams descend ! 

5 And these are sims ! ** vast, central, livii^ fires, 
Lords of dependent systems, kings of worlds 
That wait as satellites u|pon their power. 

And flourish in their smile. Awake, my soul. 
And meditate the wonder ! Countless suns 

• It is suppoaed that light would require more than'three yean, to coma to m from 
the nearest of the fixed stars, b All the fixed stars are doabUess •una to ^Tstanui of 
planets like our own. 
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Blaze round thee, leading forth their countless worlds » 
Worlds, in whose bosoms living things rejoice, 
And drink the bliss of being from the fount 
• Of all-pervading Love. • 

5, Tell me, ye splendid orbs, as, from your throne, 
Ye mark the rolling provinces that own 
Your sway — Wliat beings fill those bright abodes ? 
How formed, how gifted ? what their powers, their state. 
Their happiness, their wisdom ? Do they bear 
The stamp of human nature ? Or has God 
Peopled those purer realms with lovelier forms 
And more celestial minds ? 

Open your lips, ye wonderful and fair! 
Spec|^! speak! the mysteries of those living worlds 
Unfold! 



LESSON XXXIV. 

UNWRriTEN MUSIC. 

WILLIS. 

^. There is. unwritten music. The world is full of it 1 
hear it every hour that I'wake, and my waking sense is 
surpassed sometimes by my sleeping, though that is a mys- 
tery. There is no sound of simple nature that is not music 
It is all God's work, and so harmony. You may mingle and 
divide and strengthen the passages of its great anthem, and it 
is still melody, melody. 

2, The low winds of summer blow over the waterfalls and 
the brooks, and bring their voices to your ear, as if their 
sweetness was linked by an accurate finger ; yet the wind is 
but a fitful player ; and you may go out when the tempest ia 
up, and hear the strong trees moaning as they lean before it 
and the long grass hissing as it sweeps through, and its own 
13 J 
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solemn monotony over all ; and the dimple of that same brook 
and the waterfall's unaltered base, shall still reach you in the 
intervals of its power, as much in harmony as before, and as 
much a part of its perfect and^perpetual hymn. 

3. There is no accident of nature's causing which can 
bring in discord. The loosened rock may fall into the abyss, 
and the overblown tree rush down through the branches of 
the wood, and tlie thunder peal awfuUy in the sky ; and sud- 
den and violent as these changes seem, their tumult goes up 
with the sound of the winds and waters, and the exquisite ear 
of the musician can detect no jar. 

4. I have read somewhere of a custom in the Highlands,* 
which, in connection with the principle it involves, is exceed- 
ingly beautiful. It is believed that, to the ear of the dying, 
which just before death always becomes exquisitely acute, the 
perfect harmony of the voices of nature is so ravishitg, as to 
make him forget his sufferings, and die gently, like one in a 
pleasant trance. 

5. And so, when the last moment approaches, they take 
him from within and bear him out into the open sky, that he 
may hear the familiar rushing of the streams. I can believe 
that it is not superstition. I do not think we know'^ow ex- 
quisitely nature's many voices are attuned to harmony, and 
to each other. 

6. The old philosopher we read of i&ight not have beep 
dreaming when he discovered that the order of the sky was 
like a scroll of written music, and that two stars, (which 
are said to have appeared centuries after his death in the 
very places he mentioned,) were wanting to complete the har- 
mony. 

7. We know how wonderful are the phenomena of color ; 
now strangely like, consummate art the strongest dyes are 
blended in the plumage of birds, and in the cups of flowers ; 
60 that, to the practiced eye of the painter, the harmony is 
inimitably perfect. It is natural to suppose every part of the 

« Highlands ; that part of Scotland lying north of the Orampiap bills. 
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aniverse equaDy perfect ; and it is a glorious and elevating 
thought, that the stars of heaven are moving on continually 
to music, and that the sounds we daily listen to are but a part 
of a melody that reaches to the very centenof God's illimit- 
able spheres. 

8. It is not mere poetry to talk of the " voices of summer." 
It is the day-time of the year, and its myriad influences are 
audibly at work. Even by night you may lay your ear to the 
l^round, and hear that faintest of murmurs, the sound of 
growing* things. If you have been used to rising early, you 
have not forgotten how the stillness of the night seems increased 
by the timid note of the first bird. It is the only time when 
I would lay a finger on the lip of nature, the deep hush is so 
very solemn. 

9. By and by, however, the birds are all up, and the pecu- 
liar holiness of the hour declines ; but what a world of music 
does the sim shine on ! the deep lowing of the cattle blendmg 
in with the capricious warble of a thousand of God's happy 
creatures, and the stir of industry coming on the air like ^e 
under-tones of a choir, and the voice of man, heard in the 
distance over all, like a singer among instruments, giving 
them meaning and language ! 

10. And then, if your ear is delicate, you have minded how 
all these sounds grew softer and sweeter, as the exhalations 
of dew floated up, and the vibrations loosened in the thin air. 
You should go out some morning in June, and listen to the 
notes of the birds. They express, far more than our own, the 
characters of their owners. From the scream of the vulture 
and the eagle, to the low brooding of the dove, they are aU 
modified by their habits of support, and their consequent 
dispositions. 

11. With the small birds, the voice seems to be but an 
outpouring of gladness ; and it is pleasant to see that without 
one articulate word it is so sweet a gift to them. It seems 
a necessary vent to their joy of existence, and I believe in 

a It Ui tuppofled b7 sonv, that then it a peodiar indefiaahte noiM productd b^ th* 
lapid growth of r^etation. 
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my heart, than a dumb bird would die of its imprisoned full 
ness. ' 

12. But if you would hear one of nature's most various and 
delicate harmonies, lie down in the edge of the wood when 
the evening breeze begins to stir, and listen to its coming. I( 
touches first the silver foliage of the birch, and the slightly 
hung leaves, at its merest breath, will lift and rustle like a 
thousand tiny wings ; and then it creeps up to the tall fir, and 
the fine tassels send out a sound like a low whisper ; and as 
the oak feels its influence, the thic'f leaves stir heavily, and a 
deep tone comes sullenly out like the echo of a far-off bassoon. 
They are all wind-harps of different power ', and as thp breeze 
strengthens and sweeps equally over them all, their united 
harmony has a wonderful grandeur and beauty. 

13. Hitherto I have spoken only of the sounds of irrational 
and inanimate nature. A better than these, and the best 
music under heaven, is the music of the human voice.* ' 1 
doubt whether all voices are not capable of it, though there 
must be degrees in it as in beauty. 

. 14. The tones of affection in all children are sweet, and we 
know not how much their unpleasantitfess in after life may be 
the effect of sin and coarseness, and the consequent habitual 
expression of discordant passions. But we do know that the 
voice of any human being becomes touching by distress, and 
that even on the coarse-minded and the low, religion and 
the higher passions of the world have sometimes so wrought, 
that their eloquence was like the strong passages of an organ. 

15. I have been much about in the world, and with a boy's • 
unrest and a peculiar thirst for novel sensations, have mingled 
for a time m every walk of life ; yet never have I known man 
or woman under the influence of any strong feeling, that was 
not utterly degraded, whose voice did not deepen to a chord 
of grandeur, or soften to cadences to which a harp might have 
swept pleasar tly. 

16. It is a perfect instrument as it comes from the hand of 

• Dr. Raid remarks that five hundred yariationa of tone may be perceived by the ear 
•nd as many variationa of atrenfth of tone. 
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its Maker, and though its strings may relax with the atmos 
phere, or he injured by misuse and negJect, it is always capa- 
ble of being restrung to its compass till its frame is shattered. 

17. There is something exceedingly impressive in the 
breaking in of church bells on the stillness of the Sabbath. 1 
doubt whether it is not more so in the heart of a populous city 
than any where else. The presence of any single, strong 
feeling, in the midst of a great people, has something of awful- 
ness in it which exceeds even the impressiveness of nature's 
breathless Sabbath. 

18. I know few things more imposing, than to walk the 
streets of a city when the peal of the early bells is just begin- , 
ning. The deserted pavements, the closed windows of the 
places of business, the decent gravity of the solitary passenger, 
and, over all, the feeling in your own bosom that the fear of 
God is brooding like a great shadow over the thousand human 
beings who are sitting still in their dwellings around you, 
were enough, if there were no other circumstance, to hush the 
heart into a religious fear. 

19. But when the bells peal out suddenly with a summons 
to the temple of God, and their echoes roll on through the 
desolate streets, and are unanswered by the sound of any 
human voice, or the din of any human occupation, the effect 
has sometimes seemed to me more solemn than the neai 
thunder. 

20. Far more beautiful, and, perhaps, quite as salutary as 
a religious influence, is the sound of a distant Sabbaih bell in 
the country. It comes floating over the hills like the going 
abroad of a spirit ; and as the leaves stir with its vibrations, 
and the drops of dew tremble in the cups of the flowers, you 
could almost believe that there was a Sabbath in nature, and 
that the dumb works of God rendered visible worship for his 
goodness. 

13* 
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LESSON XXXV. 

THE FALLS OF NIAGARA.' 

BEECHER. 

1. Approaching the falls from BufTalo on the Canadian 
shore, the first mdication of our proximity to them was a 
hoarse rumbling, which was scarcely audible at the distance 
of four or five miles, but which opened on the ear, as wc 
advanced, with increasing roar, until, at the distance of two 
miles, it became loud as the voice of many waters. 

2. A column of mist in the mean time ascending, as smoke 
from a pit, marked more definitely than sound could do, the 
exact position of this scene of wonders. The sublime arising 
from obscurity, was now experienced in all its power ; it did 
not appear wjjat we should see, but imagination seized the 
moment to elevate and fill the mind with expectation and 
majestic dread. 

'3. Within a mile of the falls the river rolls smoothly along 
in rapid silence, as if unconscious of its approaching destiny, 
till at once, across its entire channel, it falls the apparent dis- 
tance of ten or twelve feet, when instantly its waters arc 
thrown into consternation and foam, and they boil, and whirl, 
and run in .every direction, as if filled with instinctive dread. 
At this place the shores recede, and allow the terrified waters 
to spread out in shallows over an extent twice as broad as the 
natural channel of the river.. 

4. A portion of the waters, as if- hoping to escape, nishe? • 
between the American shore and the island, whose brow 
forms a part of the continued cliflf, which on either side con- 
stitutes the falls, and too late to retreat, discovering the mis- 
take, hurries down the precipice, and is dashed on the rocks 
below. Thii is the highest part of the fall, and the most 
nearly approaching to the beautiful; the waters being shallow, 
and the sheet entirely white below. 

« Niagara (Nl-ag'a-ra;) the largest cataract in the world, but not ao high aa Mont 
oiorency in Canada, or Tequendama in Ne^Grenada. 
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5. Another large sheet of contiguous waters on the other 
side of the island, undecoyed by appearances, and apparently 
desperate by an infallible premonition, attempts no evasioa 
but, with tumult and roar, rushes on, and thunders down the 
precipice, which stretches about half across to the Canadian 
shore.* 

• 6. The rest and largest portion of the river, as if. terrified 
at the fate of its kindred, waters, retires a little ; but scarcely 
is the movement made, before the deep declivities of the river's 
bed summon the dispersion of waters into one deep, dark 
flood, which rolls its majestic tide upon the destruction 
below. 

7. The shallow waters which as yet have escaped, cling 
terrified to the Canadian shore, reconnoitering every nook and 
corner, in quest of some way to escape ; but* their search is 
fruitless, and they come round, at length, reluctantly, and are 
dashed down upon the death they had so long struggled to 
escape. 

.8. It is at the junction of these two sides of the cataract, 
nearly in the form of two sides of a triangle, rounded at the 
point, that the most powerful sheet of water falls. The depth 
of the water in the channel above, and as it bends over tlie 
precipice, cannot, from the nature of the case, be ascertained ; 
I should judge, from the appearance, that it might be from 
fifteen to twenty feet. 

9. The color of the part of the stream above the fall ii 
black. As it- bends over the cliflT and descends, at the inter- 
section of the two sides, and for several rods on either hand^ 
it becomes a 4eep and beautiful green, which continues till the 
column is lost in the cloud of mist that ascends before it. 

10. With respect to the impression made by the first view 
of the falls, it may be observed that whoever approaches them 
anticipating amazement at the descent of the waters from a 
giddy height,** will be disappointed. It is the multitude of the 
waters, and their power, as they roll, and foam, and thunder 

» The channel,of the Niagara river is the dirldlng line between the U. S. and Canada 
b The perpendicular fall is one hundred and sixty feet. 
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which arrests the step, suspends the breath, dilates the eyet, 
lifts the hand, and fills the soul with wonder. 

11. It seems to be the good pleasure of God, that men 
shall learn his omnipotence by evidence addressed to the 
senses as well as to the understanding, and that there shall o« 
on earth continual illustrations of his mighty power. Of 
creation we are to ascertain by faith, not by sight ; the heav- 
enly bodies, though vast, are distant, and roll silently in their 
courses. 

12. But the earth by its quakirgs, the volcano by its fires, 
the ocean by its mountain waves, and the floods of Niagara 
oy their matchless power and ceaseless thunderings, proclaim 
to the eye, and to the ear, and to the heart, the omnipotence 
of God. From their far distant sources and multitudinous 
dispersions. He called them into the capacious reservoirs of 
the north, and bid them hasten their accumulating tide to 
this scene of wonders ; and for .ages the obedient waters have 
rolled and thundered his praise. 

13. It is, as has been stated, where the two lines of the 
precipice meet, that the deepest and most powerful sheet of 
water falls ; but it is here, also, just where the hand of omnip- 
otence is performing its greatest wonders, that the consumma- 
tion of the work is hid. What the phenomena are, where this 
stupendous torrent strikes at the foot of the fails,- no mortal 
eye hath seen ; a mist, rising to nearly half the height of the 
fall, is the veil beneath which the Almighty performs his 
wonders alone, and there is the hiding of his power. 

14. This is the spot upon which the eye wishfully fixes, and 
tries in vain to penetrate ; over which imagination hovers, 
but cannot catch even a glimpse to sketch with her pencil. 
This deep recess is the most sublime and awful scene upon 
which my eye was ever fixed. There, amid thunderings 
2u^d in solitude and darkness, from age to age, Jehovah hai 
proclaimed, I am the Almighty God. 
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LESSON XXXVI. 

THE GRAY FOREST EAOLB.' 

STREET. 

1 . With stonn-danng pinion and sun-gazing eye, 
The gray forest eagle is king of the sky. 

From the crag-grasping fir-top, where mom hangs its wreath 

He views the mad waters, white writhing heneath. 

A fitful red glaring, a rumbling jar. 

Proclaim the storm demon stiH raging afar ; 

The black cloud strides upward, the lightning more red, 

And the roll of the thunder more deep and more dread, 

A thick pall of darkness is cast o'er the air, 

And on bounds the blast with a howl from its lair. 

2. The lightning darts zig-zag and forked thro' the gloom, 
And the bolt launches o'er with crash, rattle and boom ; 
The gray forest eagle, where, where has he sped ? 

Does he shrink to his eyrie, or shiver with dread ? 
Does the glare blind his eye ? Has the terrible blast 
On the wing of the sky-king a fear-fetter cast ? 
No, no, the brave eagle ! he thinks not of fright ; 
The wrath of the tempest but rouses delight. 

3. To the flash of the lightning his eye casts a gleam, 
To the shriek of the wild blast he echoes his scream. 
And with a front like a warrior that speeds to the fray. 
And a clapping of pinions, he 's up and away. 

Away, O, away soars the fearless and free; 
What recks he the skies' strife ? its monarch is he ! 
The lightning darts round him, undaunted his sight, 
The blast sweeps against him, unwavered his flight; 
High upward, still upward, he wheels, till his form 
Is lost in the black scowling gloom of the storm* 

• Tbera are aeranl ipeciei of the eagle, generally distingnistaed hj their color. Tbe| 
ue«id to lire to the age of eixty, eighty, and sometimee a htndred yean 
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LESSON XXXVU. 

THE SEA. 

GRSK19WOOD. 

[The reader may note the inflections fbr emphatic fluoceBsion of 
paiticnilars in the foUowing piece. See Rule 10, p. 34.] 

1. " The sea is His, and He made it." Its beauty is of God 
It possesses it in richness of its own ; it borrows it from earth 
and air, and heaven. The clouds lend it the various dyes, of 
their wardrobe, and throw down upon it the broad masses of 
their shadows, as they go sailing and sweeping by. 

2. The rainbow laves in it its many colored feet. The sun 
loves to visit it, and the moon, and the glittering brotherhood 
of planets and stars ; for they delight themselves in its beauty. 
The sunbeams return from it in showers of diamonds and 
glances of fire ; the moonbeams find in it a pathway of sil- 
ver, where they dance to and fro, with the breeze and the 
waves, through the livelong night. 

3. It has a light, too, of its own, a soft and sparkling light, 
rivaling the stars ; and often does the ship which cuts its sur- 
face, leave streaming behind a milky way of dim and uncer- 
tain luster, like that which is shining dimly above. It har- 
monizes in its forms and sound both with the night and 
the day. It cheerfully reflects the light, and it uhites solemn- 
ly with the darkness. It imparts sweetness to the music of 
men, and grandeur to the thunder of heaven. 

4. What landscape is so beautiful as one upon the borders 
of the sea ? The spirit of its loveliness is from- the waters, 
where it dwells and rests, singing its spells, and scattering its 
charms on all the coast. What rocks and clifls are so glo- 
rious as those which are washed by the chafing sea ? What 
groves, and fields, and dwellings, are so enchanting as those 
which stand by the reflecting sea ? 

5. If we could see the groat ocean as it can be seen by no 
mortal eye, beholding at one view what we ar« now obliged to 
visit in detail, and spot by spot ; if we could, from a flight for 
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• 

higher than the sea-eagje's, and with a sight more keen and 
comprehensive than his, view the immense surface of the 
deep all spread out beneath us like a universal chart, what an 
infinite variety such a scene would display ! 

6. Here a storm would be raging, the thunder bursting, the 
waters boiling, and rain, and foam, and fire, all mingling 
together ; and here, next to this scene of magnificent confu- 
sion, we should see the bright blue waves glittering in the 
sun, while the brisk breezes flew over them, clapping their 
hands for very gladness. 

7. Here, again, on this self-same ocean, we should behold 
large tracts, where there was neither tempest nor breeze, but 
a dead calm, breathless, noiseless, and, were it not for that 
swell of the sea which never rests, motionless. Here we 
should see a cluster of green islands, set, like jewels, in the 
midst of its bosom ; and there we should see broad shoals and 
gray rocks, fretting. the billows and threatening the mari- 
ner. 

8. " There go the ships," the white-robed ships, some on 
this course, and others on the opposite one, some just ap- 
proaching the shore, and some just leaving it ; some in fleets, 
and others in solitude ; some swinging lazily in a calm, and 
some driven and tossed, and, perhaps, overwhehned by the 
storm; some for traffic, and some for state, and some in peace, 
and others, alas ! in war. 

9. Let us follow one, and we should see it propelled by the 
steady wind of the tropics, and inhaling the ahnost visible 
odors which difiuse themselves around the spice islands ot 
the East ; let us observe the track of another, and we should 
behold it piercing the cold barriers of the North ; struggling 
among hills and fields of ice ; contending with winter in his 
everlasting dominion ; striving to touch that ^nattained, sol- 
emn, hermit point* of the globe, where ships may, perhaps, 
never visit, and where the foot of man, all-daring and inde- 
faligable as it is, may never tread. 

10. Nor are the ships of man the only travelers whom we 

• Hermit point; the North pole. ' -• ^ 
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shall perceive on this mighty map of the ocean. Flocks of 
sea-hirds are passing and repassing, diving for their food, or 
for pastime, migrating from shore to shore with unwearied 
wings, and undeviating instinct, or wheeling and swarming 
round the rocks, which they make alive and vocal hy their 
numbers, and their clanging cries. 

11. How various, how animated, how full of interest is the 
survey ! We might behold such a scene, were we enablec^ 
to behold it, at almost any moment of time, on the vast and 
varied ocean ; and it would be a much more diversified and 
beautiful one ; for I have spoken but of a few particulars, 
and of those but slightly, 

12. I have not spoken of the thousand forms in which the 
sea meets the shore, of the sands and the cliffs, of the arches 
and grottos, of the cities and the solitudes, which occur in the 
beautiful irregularity of its outline ; nor of the constant tides, 
nor the boiling whirlpools and eddies, nor the currents and 
streams, which are dispersed throughout its surface. The 
variety of the sea, notwithstanding the uniformity of its sub- 
stance, is ever changing and endless. 



LESSON xxxvm. 

THE SAME ^rBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

GRKKimOOD. 

1. " The sea is His, and He made it." And when He made 
it, He ordained that it should be the element and dwelling- 
place of multitudes of living beings, and the treasury of many 
riches. How populous, and wealthy, and bounteous are the 
depths of the sea ! How many are the tribes which find in 
them abundant sustenance, and furnish abundant sustenance 
to man. The whale roams through the deep like its lord ; 
but he is forced to surrender his vast bulk to the use of man. 

2. The lesser tribes of the finny rate have, each, theii 
peculiar habits and haunts, but they are found out by the 
ingenuity of man, and turned to his own purposes. The line 
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and the hook, and the net, are dropped and spread to delude 
them, and bring them up from the watery chambers, where 
they were roving in conscious security. How strange is it 
that the warm food which comes upon our tables and sub- 
stances which furnish our streets and dwellings witn cheerful 
light, should be drawn up from the cold and dark recesses of 
(he sea. 

3. We shall behold new wonders and riches when we in- 
vestigate the sea-shore. We shall find both beauty for the eye 
and food for the body, in the varieties of shell-fish, which 
adhere, in myriads, to the rocks, or form their close, dark bur- 
rows in the sands. In some parts of the world we shall see 
those houses of stone, which the little coral insect* rears up 
with patient industry from the bottom of the waters, till they 
grow into formidable rocks, and broad forests, whose branches 
never wave, and whose leaves liever fall. In other parts we 
shall see those "pale, glistening pearls,"** which adorn the 
crowns of princ6s, and are woven in the hair of beauty, extorted 
by the restless grasp of man from the hidden stores of ocean. 

4. And, spread round every coast, there are beds of flow- 
ers, and thickets of plants, which the dew does not nourish, 
and which man has not sown, nor cultivated, nor reaped ; but 
which seem- to belong to the floods alone, and the denizens of 
the floods, until they are thrown up by the surges, and we 
discover that even the dead spoils of the fields of ocean may 
fertilize and enrich the fields of earth. 

6. They have a life, and a nourishment, and an economy of 
their own, and we know little of them^ except that they are 
there in their briny nurseries, reared up into luxuriance by 
what would kill, like a mortal poison, the plants of the land. 

6. We must not omit to consider the utility of the sea ; its 
utility, 1 mean, not only as it furnishes a dwelling and suste 

• 

a Coral insect; a small animal in a shell resembling stone, and growing in the sea. 
AUhoitgh very small of themselves, yet, by uniting with each other, they sometimes 
Ibrm whole islands ; and the bed of the Pacific, in some places, is said to be so much 
faised by them, as to obstruct narigation. b Some of the finest specimens of pearls are 
the Oriental, found near the coast of Ceylon and Japan. The one which Qeopatra dls- 
■obad and dnmk to Antony's health was ralued at #375,000. 

14 
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nance to an infinite variety and number of inhabitants, and 
an important part of the support of man, but in its more gen- 
eral relations to the whole globe of the world. It cools the 
air for us in summer, and warms it in winter. 

7. It is prol^ble that the very composition of the atmos- 
phere is beneficially affected by combining with the particles 
which it takes up from the ocean ; but however this may be, 
there is little or no doubt, that were it not for the inunense 
face of , waters with which the atmosphere comes in con 
tact, it would be hardly respirable for the dwellers on the 
earth. 

8. Then, again, it afiibrds an easier, and, on the whole, per- 
haps a safer medium of communication and conveyance be- 
tween nation and nation than can be found, for equal dis- 
tances, on the land. It is, also, an effectual barrier between 
nations, preserving, to a great degree, the weak from invasion, 
and the virtuous from contamination. 

9. In many other respectsit is, no doubt, useful, to the great 
whole, though in how many we are not qualified to judge. 
What we do see is abundant testimony of the wisdom and 
goodness of Him who in the beginning " gathered the waters 
together unto one place." 

10. There is mystery m the sea. There is mystery in its 
depths. It is unfathomed, and, perhaps, un&thomable. Who 
can tell, who shall know, how near its pits run down to the 
central core of the world ?* Who can tell what wells, what 
fountains are there, to which the fountains of the earth are, 
in comparison, but drops? Who shall say whence the ocean 
derives those inexhaustible supplies of salt,** which so impreg- 
nates its waters, that all the rivers of the earth, pouring into 
it from the time of the creation, have not been able to freshen 
them? 

1 1. What undescribed monsters, what UQigiaginable shapes, 

ft The great depth of the ocean is unknown ; but it is thought to be equal to the high- 
asi mountains on the surface of the earth. The greatest depth ever sounded was 7200 
feet, b Some suppose that there are primitire banks of salt at the botUMn of tha 
ocean ; others that iu waters are a primitive fluid, the other parts having been depoa- 
Itad ; but no satislactory explanation has ye\ been given. 
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may be roving in the profoundest places of the sea, never 
seeking, and perhaps from their nature unable to- seek, the 
upper waters, and expose themselves to the gaze of man! 
What glittering riches, what heaps of gold, what stores of 
gems, there must be scattered in layish profusion on the 
ocean's lowest bed! What spoils from all climates, what 
works of art from all lands, have been engulfed by the insa* 
* tiable and reckless waves ! WTio shall go down to examine 
and reclaim this uncounted and idle wealth ? Who bears the 
keys of the deep ? 

12. And, oh ! yet more affecting to the heart, and mysteri- 
ous to the mind, what companies of hiunan beings are locked 
up in that wide, weltering, imsearchable grave of the sea ! 
Where are the bodies of those lost ones, over whom the mel- 
ancholy waves alone have been chanting requiem ? What 
shrouds were wrapped round the limbs of beauty, and of 
manhood, and of placid infancy, when they were laid on the 
dark floor of that secret tomb ? ^ 

13. Where are the bones, the relics of the brave and the 
fearful, the good and the bad, the parent, the child, the wife, 
the husband, the brother, the sister; and lover, which have 
been tossed and scattered and buried by the washing, wasting, 
wandering sea ? The journeying winds may sigh, as year 
after year they pass over their beds. The solitary rain-cloud 
may weep in darkness over the mingled remains which lie 
strewed in that unwonted cemetery. 

14. But who shaU tell the bereaved to what spot their af- 
fections may cbng ? And where shall human tears be shed 
throughout that solemn sepulcher ? It is mystery all. When 
shall it be resolved? Who shall find it out? Who but He 
to whom the wildest waves listen reverently, and to whom all 
nature bows ; He who shall one day speak, and be heard in 
ocean's profoundest caves ; to whom the deep, even the lowest 
deep, shall give up all its dead, when the sun shall sicken, and 
the earth and the isles shall languish, and the heavens be rolled 
together like a scroll, and there shall be " no more sea." 
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LESSON XXXIX. 

wier's cave in virginu. 

[The T«»deT may note the cases of inflection where there is contr 
in die following pi«oe. See Rule 4, page 30.] 

1. This cave derives its name from Bamet Wier, who dis- 
covered it in the year 1804. It is situated near Madison's 
Cave, so celebrated, though the latter can not be compared 
With the former. 

2. There were three of us beside our guide, with lighted 
torches, and our loins girded, now ready to descend into the 
cave. We took our torches in our left hands, and entered. 
The mouth was so small that we could descend only by creep- 
ing, one after another. A descent of ahnost twenty yard3 
brought us into the first room. 

3. The cave was exceedingly cold, dark, and silent, like 
the chambers c^ death. In this manner we proceeded ; now 
descending thirty or forty feet, now ascending as high, now 
creeping on our hands and knees, and now walking in large 
rooms, the habitations of solitude. The mountain seemed to 
be composed almost wholly of limestone, and by this means 
the cave is lined throughout with the most beautiful incrusta- 
tions and stalactites* of carbonated lime, which are formed by 
the continual dripping of the water through the roof. 

4 These stalactites are of various and elegant shapes and 
colors, often bearing a striking resemblance to animated nature. 
At one place, we saw over our heads what appeared to be a 
waterfall, of the most beautiful kind. Nor could the imagi- 
nation be easily persuaded that it was not a reality ; you coulo 
see the water boiling and dashing down, see its white spray 
and foam, but it was all solid limestone. 

5, Thus we passed onward in this world of solitude; now 
stopping to admire the beauties of a single stalactite; now* 

a Su-lactite ; mineral carbon&te of lime in Ute fonn of icicles, hanging from tlie roofi 
•ndti^ipofcavee. 
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wondering at the magnificence of a large room ; now creeping 
through njCrrow passages, hardly wide enough to admit the 
body of a man ; and now walking in superb galleries, until 
we came to the lajgest room, called Washington Hall. 

6. This is certainly the most elegant room I ever saw. It 
is about two hundred and seventy-five feet in length, about 
thirty-five in width, and between thirty and forty feet hight 
The roof and sides are very beautifully adorned by the tinsels 
which Nature has bestowed in the greatest profusion, and 
which sparkle like the diamond while surveyed by the light 
of torches. The floor is flat, and smooth, and solid. 

7. I was the foremost of our little party in entering this 
room, and was not a little startled, as I approached the center, 
to see a figure, as it were, rising up before me ^ut of the solid 
rock. It was not far from seven feet high, and corresponded 
in every respect to the common idea of a ghost. It was very 
white, and resembled a tall man clothed in a shroud. I went 
up to it sideways, thoiugh I could not really expect to meet a 
ghost in a place like this. On examination, I found it was a 
very beautiful piece of the carbonate of lime, very transparent, 
and very mucl^jn the shape of a man. This is called Wash- 
ington's Statue. 

8. In one room we found an excellent spring of water, ^«^ch 
boiled up as if to slake our thirst, then sunk into the moun- 
tain and was seen no more. In another room was a noble 
pillar, called the Tower of Babel.' It is composed entirely 
of the stalactites of lime, or, as the appearance would seem 
to suggest, of petrified water. It isiabout thirty feet in diam- 
eter, and a little more than ninety feet in circimiference, and 
not far from thirty feet high. There are probably millions of 
stalactites in this one pillar. 

9. Thife we wandered on in this world within a world, till 
we had visited twelve very beautiful rooms, and as many 
creeping places, and had now arrived at the end, a distance 
from our entrance of between twenty-four and twenty-five 

» The Tower of Babel, ipoken of in the Scriptures, was an Immense struciuie of mtk 
■dhry on the Euphrates, six hundred feet high. 
14* K 
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hundred feet^ or, what is about its equal, half a mile from the 
mouUi. We here found ourselves exceedingly fatigued ; but 
our torches forbade us to tany, and we once more turned our 
lingering steps towards the common world. 

10. When we arrived again at Washington Hall, one ol 
OUT company three times discharged a pistol, whose report w»- 
truly deafening ; and as the sound reverberated and echoed 
through one room after another, till it died away in distance, 
it seemed like the moaning of spirits. We continued our 
wandering steps till we arrived once more at daylight, having 
been nearly three hours in the cavern. 

11. To compare the Natural Bridge and Cave together, as 
objects of curiosity, is exceedingly difficult. In looking at 
the Bridge, we are filled with awe; at the Cavern/ wiA de- 
list. At the Bridge, we have several views that are awful ; 
at the Cave, hundreds that are pleasing. At the Bridge, j^du 
stand and gaze in astonishment ; at the Cave, awfulness is 
lost in beauty, and grandeur is dressed iir a thousand capti- 
vating forms. 

12. At the Bridge, you feel yourself to be looking into an- 
other world ; at the Cave, you find yourself already arrived 
there. The one presents to* us a God who is very " wonder- 
ful in woridng ;" the other exhibits the same power, but with 
it is blended loveliness in a thousand forms. In 'each is vast- 
ness. Greatness constitutes the whole of one ; but the other 
is elegant, as well as great 



LESSON XL. 

NATURAL BRIDGE IN VIROINIA. 

1.;0n a lovely morning, toward the close ol spring, I 
found myself in a very beautiful part of the Great Valley* of 

a The beaaUfnl tract of country lying between the Blue Ridge and the Alleglmny 
fbonntaine. 
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V mia. Spurred on by impatience^ I beheld the sun using 
n splendor, and changing the blue tints on the ^ops of the 
lofty Alleghanjr* mountains into streaks of purest gold, and 
nature seemed to smile in the freshness of beauty. A ride 

about fifteen miles, and a pleasant woodland ramble of 
«bout tw ), brought myself and my companion to the great 
Natural Bridge. 

2. Although I had been anxiously looking forward to this 
time, and my mind had been considerably excited by expecta- 
tion, yet I was not altogether prepared for this visit. This 
great work of nature is considered by many as the second 
great curiosity in our country ; Niagara Palls being the first 

1 do not expect to convey a very correct idea of this bridge, 
fot no description can do this. 

3. The Natural Bridge is entirely the work of God. It is 
of soKd limestone, and connects two huge mountains together, 
by a most beautiful arch, over which there is a gi eat wagon 
road. Its length from one mountain to tFie other is nearly 
eighty feet, its width about thirty-five, its thickness forty-five, 
snd its perpendicular height above the watet is not far from 
two hundred and twenty feet. A few bushes grow on its top, 
by which the traveler may hold himself as he looks over. 

4. On each side of the stream, and near the bridge, are 
rocks projecting ten or fifteen feet over the water, and from 
two hundred to three hundred feet from its surface, all of 
limestone. The visitor cannot give so good a description of 
the bridge as he can of his feelings at the time. He softly 
creeps out on a shaggy projecting rock, and looking down a 
chasm from forty to sixty feet wide, he sees, nearly three hun- 
dred feet below, a wild stream, foaming and dashing against 

^ the rdcks beneath, as if terrified at the rocks above. 

5. This stream is called Cedar Creek. He sees under the 
arch trees whose height is seventy feet ; and yet, as he looks 
down upon them, they appear like small busKes of perhaps 
two or three feet in height. I saw several birds fly under the 
arch, and they looked like insects. I threw down a stone, 

* A11e-ghi-ny. 
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and counted thirty-four before it reached the water. All heaf 
of heights and of depths, but they here see what is high, and 
they tremble, and feel it to be deep. 

6. The awful rocks present their everlasting hutments, the 
water murmurs and foams far below, and th^ fwo mountains 
rear their proud heads on each side, sepai;^ted by a channel 
of sublimity. Those who view the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, and allow that none but God could make them, will here 
'je impressed that none but an Almighty God could build a 
bndge like this. 

7. The view of the bridge from below is as pleasing as the 
top view is awful ; the arch from beneath would seem to be 
about two feet in thickness. Some idea of the distance item 
the top to the bottom may be formed from the ieuct, that, as I 
stood on the bridge, and my companion beneath, neither of 
us could speak sufficiently loud to be heard by the other. A 
man from either view does not appear more than four or five 
inches in height 

8. As we stood under this beautiful arch, we saw the place 
where visitors have often taken the pains to engrave their 
names upon the rock. Here Washington climbed up twenty- 
five feet, and carved his own name, where it still remains. 
Some wishing to immortalize their names, have engraven 
them deep and large, while others have tried to climb up and 
insert them in this book of fame. 

9. A few years since, a young man, being ambitious to 
place his name above aU others, came very near losing his life 
in the attempt. After much fatigue, he climbed up as high 
as possible, but found that the person v ho had before occupied 
his place was taller than himself, and consequently had placed 
his name above his reach. But he was not thus to be dis- 
couraged. He opened a large jack-knife, and in the soft lime- 
stone begun to cut places for his hands and feet. 

10. With much patience and industry he worked his way 
upward, and succeeded in carving higher than the most am- 
bitious had done before him. He could now triumph, but his 
triumph was short, for he was placed in such a ituation that 
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it was impossible to descend, unless he fell upon the ragged 
rocks beneath him. There was no house near, from whence 
his companions could get assistance. He could not long 
remain in that condition, and, what was worse, his friends 
were too much frightened to do any tiling for his relief. 

11. They. looked upon him as already dead, expecting every 
.moment to see him precipitated upon the rocks below, and 
dashed to pieces. Not so with himself. He determined to 
ascend. Accordingly he plies the rock with his knife, cutting 
places for his hands and feet, and gradually ascended with 
incredible labor. He exerts every muscle. His life was at 
stake, and all the terrors of death rose before him. 

12. He dared not look downward, lejJt his head should 
become .dizzy; and perhaps on this ciicumstance his life 
depended. His companions stood at the top of the rock 
exhorting and encouraging him. His strength was almost 
exhausted ; but a bare possibility of saving his life still re- 
mained, and hope, the last friend of the distressed, had not 
yet .forsaken him. His course upward was rather oblique 
than perpendicular. 

13. His most critical moment had now amved. He had 
ascended considerably more than two hundred feet, and had 
still farther to rise, when he felt himself fast growing weak. 
He thought of his friends, and all his earthly joys, and he 
could not leave them. He thought of the grave, and dared 
not meet it He now made his last e0brt, and succeeded. 
He had cut his way not far from two hundred and fifty feet 
from the water, in a course almost perpendicular ; and in a 
little less than two hours, his anxious companions reached 
him a pole from the top, and drew him up. 

14. They received him with shouts of joy ; but he himself 
was completely exhausted. He immediately fainted on reach- 
ing the top, and it was some time before he could be recovered. 
It was interesting to see the path up these awful rocks, and to 
fdlow in imagination this bold youth as he thus saved hia 
life. His name stands far above all the rest, a monument ai 
hardihood, of rashhess, and of folly. 
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LESSON XU. 

KOUNT MOX^ABNOCX** 



-1. Upon the far-off mountain's brow 

The angry storm had ceased to beat; 
And broken clouds are gathering now 

In sullen reverence round his feet ; 
I saw their dark and crowded bands 

In thunder on his breast descending ; 
But there once more redeemed he stands, 

And heaven's clear arch is o'er him bending. 

S. I 've seen him when the morning sun 

Burned like a bale-fire on the height ; 
I 've seen him when the day was done, 

Bathed in the evening's crimson light; 
I Ve seen him at the midnight hour, 

When all the world was cahnly sleeping. 
Like some stem sentry in hisjtower. 

His weary watch in silence keeping. 

3. And there, forever firm and clear. 

His lofty turret upward springs ; 
He owns no rival summit near, 

No sovereign but the King of kings. 
Thousands of nations have passed by, 

Thousands of years unknown to stoiyi 
And still his aged walls on high 

He rears in melancholy glory. 

4. The proudest works of human hands 

Live but an age before they &11, 
While that severe and hoary tower 
Outlives the mightiest of them alL 



i Motfdfuoek; anwontaln in Choiian Ooiint7,^«v Hunpiiait, SISD fMt 



Digitized 



by Google 



town's fottrth beader. 167 

And man himself, more frail by far 

Than e'en the works his hand is raising, 

Sinks downward like the falling star* 
That flashes, and expires in blazing. 

5. And all the treasures of the heart, 

Its Jpves and sorrows, joys and fears, 
Its hopes and memories, must depart 

To sleep with unremembered years. 
But still that ancient rampart stands 

Unchanged, though years are passing o'er him; 
And time withdraws his powerless hands. 

While ages melt away before him. 

6. So should it be ; for no heart beats 

Within his cold and silent breast ; 
To him no gentle voice repeats 

The soothing words that make us blest 
And more than this ; his deep repose 

Is troubled by no thoughts of sorrow ; 
He hath no weary eyes to close, 

No cause to hope, or fear to-morrow. ^ 



LESSON XLIfr 

THE SACKING OF PRAGUE. 

CAHFBBLL. 

( The learner may note the transitions in the following piece. Sea 
rmnsition, p. 60, and rules 2, 4, 8, &c., for Expression, p. 51.] 

1. O ! SACRED truth ! thy triumph ceased a while, 
And Hope, thy sister, ceased with thee to smile. 
When leagued oppression poured to northern wars 
Her i;i^ii8kered pandours,^ and her fierce hussars. 
Waved her dread standard to the breeze of mom, 

^ —--—___— 

B ruling liar ; a metaoric pbanomenoii aupposed bj ■ome to be a coUaetkn of ftaioua 
«auar IbniMd and ignitad in tha air. b Pandoun; a kind oflifbi InAotty. 
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Pealed her loud drum, and twanged her trumpet horn 
Tumultuous horror brooded o'er her van, 
Presaging wrath to Poland, and to man ! 

2. Warsaw's last champion* from the height surveyed, 
Wide o'er the fields, a waste of ruin laid. — 

O ! Heaven, he cried, my bleeding country save ! 
'Is there no hand on high to shield the brave ? 
Yet, though de^ruction sweep these lovely plains, 
Rise, fellow-men ! our country yet remains J 
By that dread name, we wave the sword on high, 
And swear for her to live ! with her to die ! 

3. He said, and on the rampart heights arrayed 
His trusty warriors, few, but undismayed ; 
Firm-paced and slow, a horrid front they form, 
Still as the breeze, but dreadful as the storm ; 
Low murmuring sounds along their banners fly, 
Bevenge, or death ; — the watchword and reply. 
Then pealed the notes, omnipotent to charm, 
And the loud tocsin tolled their last alarm ! 

4. In vain, alas ! in vain, ye gallant few ! 

From rank to rank your volleyed thunder flew ; 
O ! bloodiest picture in the " Book of Time," 
Sarmatia** fell, unwept, without a crime ; 
Found not a generous friend, a pitying foe. 
Strength in her arms, nor mercy in her woe ! 
Dropped from her nerveless grasp the shattered spear. 
Closed her bright eyes, and curbed her high career; 
Hope, for a season, bade the world farewell ; 
And freedom shrieked as Kosciusko"^ fell ! 

5. The sun went down, nor ceased the carnage there ; 
Tumultuous murder shook the midnight air. 

a Koaclusko. b Sarmatia, (sftr-mt-she-a, by the poet, in three syllables ,) an ancleot 
coantry, of which Poland is a part e Kosciusko, (kos-se-us'lco ;) a distinguished Poliab 
gemnl, and WasUnguxi's aid is tba Americaa RaTolutKMk 
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On Prague's proud arch the fires of ruin glow, 
His blood-dyed waters murmuring far below ; 
The storm prevails, the rampart yields away, 
Bursts the wild cry of horror and dismay ! 
Hark ! as the smoldering piles with thunder fall 
A thousand shrieks ior hopeless mercy call ! 
Earth shook ; red meteors flashed along the sky. 
And conscious nature shuddered at the cry ! 

6. O ! righteous, Heaven ! ere freedom found a grave, 
WTiy slept the sword, omnipotent to save ? 

Where vras thine arm, O vengeance, where thy lod, 
That smote the foes of Zion and of God ; 
That crushed proud Ammon,' when his iron car 
Was yoked in wrath, and thundered from afar ? 
Where was the storm that slumbered till the host 
Of blood-stained Pharaoh left their trembling coast; 
Then bade the deep in wild commotion flow. 
And heaved an ocean on their march below ? 

7. Departed spirits of the mighty dead ! 

Ye that at Marathon" and Leuctra'' bled ! 

Friends of the world ! restore your swords to maft^ 

Fight in the sacred cause, and lead the van ! 

Yet for Sarmatia's tears of blood atone, 

And make her arm puissant as your own ! 

O ! once again to freedom's cause return 

The patriot Tell,** the Bruce' of Bannockbum !' 

8. Yes ! thy proud lords, unpitied knd ! shall see 
That man hath yet a soul, and dare be free ! 
A little while along thy saddening plains, 

' « Jlmmon ; the son of Lot, and fether of tbe Ammonites, b Mftr'athon; a town in 
Greece, famous for the Tictory of Milti'ades over the Persians, B. C. 490. e Leuctra, 
(Ulktra;) a town in Greece, famous for the victory of Epaminon'das orer the Spartans, 
B. C. 371. d Tell (William;) a Swiss peasant, distinguished for his resistance i3 the 
duetrian goremor, Gesler. • Bruce (Robert ;) a king of Scotland, and son of Robert Bruce 
who fought in the English army against William Wallace, f Ban'nock-bum' ; a Tiliaga 
in Scotland, renowned for the victory of tl»e younger Bruce over Edward IL of England. 

16 
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The starless night of desolation reigns ; 
Truth shall restore the light by nature giren, 
And, like Prometheus,^ bring the fire of Heaven • 
Prone to the dust oppression shall be hurled, 
Her name, her nature, withered from the world ! 



LESSON XLHl. 

8IE6B OF CALAIS. 



1. Edward HI.,** after the batde of Crecy,^ laid siege to 
Calais.^ He had fortified his camp in so impregnable a man- 
ner, that all the efforts of France proved ineffectual to raise 
the siege, or throw succors into the city. The citizens, under 
Count Vienne,* their gallant governor, made an admirable 
defence. France had now put the sickle into her second har- 
vest, since Edward, with his victorious army, sat down before 
the town. The eyes of all Europe were intent on the issue. 

2. At length, famine did more for Edward than arms. After 
suffering unheard-of calamities, the French resolved to attempt 
the enemy's camp. They boldly sallied forth ; the English 
ioined battle; and after a long and desperate engagement, 
Count Vienne was taken prisoner, and the citizens who sur- 
vived the slaughter retired within their gates. The command 
devolving upon Eustace St. Pierre,^ a man of mean birth, but 
of exalted virtue, he offered to capitulate with Edward, pro- 
vided he permitted them to depart with life and liberty. 

3. Edward, to avoid the imputation of cruelty, consented 
to spare the bulk of the plebeians, provided they delivered up 
to him six of their principal citizens, with halters about their 

A Prometheus (pro-me^the-us, by the poet, in three 87llabl^8;) a Titan, said to haT« 
iirought fire from heaven to men. b Edward in.*, a warlike king of England, born 1313. 
• Grecy \ a town^in France, celebrated for a battle between the English and French, fai 
which 30,000 tool and 1200 horse were slain, d Calais (kal'ls ;) a seaport town in 
France • Count Vienne (re^nne'O a goremor of the province of Vienne. f Pronounced 
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necki, as Tictims of .(due atonement for that spirit of sebellioi] 
"yiih which they had ini^amed the vulgar. When his mes- 
senger, Sir Walter Mauny/ delivered the terms, consternation 
and pale dismay were impressed on every countenance. 

4. To a long and dead silence' deep sighs and groans sue 
ceeded, till Eustace St. Pierre, getting up to a little eminence, 
thus addressed the assembly : '* My friends, we are brought 
tp great straits this day. We must either yield to the terms 
of our cruel and ensnaring conqueror, or give up our tender 
infants, our wives and daughters, to the bloody and brutal 
lusts of the violating soldiers. 

6. *♦ Is there any expedient left, whereby we may avoid the 
guilt and infamy of delivering up those who have suffered 
every misery with you, on the one hand, or the desolation 
and horror of a sacked city, » on the other? There is, my 
Mends ; there is one expedient left ! a gracious, an excellent, 
a godlike expedient left ! Is there any here to whom virtue 
is dearer than life ? Liet him offer himself an oblation for the 
safety of his people ! He shall not fail of a blessed approba- 
tion from that Power who offered up his only Son tor the sal- 
vation of mankind.'' 

6. He spoke ; but a universal silence ensued. Each man 
looked around for the example of that virtue and magnanim- 
ity which all wished to approve in themselves, though they 
wanted the resolution. At length ^t. Pierre resumed : " I 
doubt not but there are many here as ready, nay, more zeal- 
ous of this martyrdom, than I can be ; though the station to 
which I am raised by the captivity of Lord Vienne imparts a 
lig^t to be the first in giving my life for your sakes. I give 
k freely ; I give it cheerfully. Who comes next ? " 

7. " Your son ! " exclaimed a youth not yet come to matu- 
nty. " Ah ! my child ! " cried St. Pierre; " tam, then, twice 
ucrifioed. But no ; I have rather begotten thee a second 
time. Thy years are few, but full, my son. The victim of 
nrtue has reached the utmost purpose and goal of mortality ! 
Wlio next, my friends ? This is the hour of heroes." " Your 

I ir* I I .1 I II ■ ■ ' 
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kinsman," cried John de Aire/ " Youi kinsman," cried James 
Wissant^ «* Your kinsman," dried Peter Wissant " Ah ! " 
exclaimed Sir Walter Mauny, bursting into tears, "why was 
not I a citizen of Calais ? " 

8. The sixth victim was still wanting, but was quickly 
supplied by lot from numbers who were now emulous of so 
ennobling an example. The keys of the city were then de- 
livered to Sir Walter. He took the six prisoners into his 
custody; then ordered the gates to be opene4, and gave 
charge to his attendants to conduct the remaining citizens, 
with their families, through the camp of the English. Before 
they departed, however, they desired permission to take a 
last adieu of their deliverers. 

9. What a parting ! what a scene ! They crowded with 
their wives and children about St. Pierre and his fellow- 
prisoners. They embraced; they clung around; they fell 
prostrate before them ; they groaned ; they wept aloud ; anu 
the joint clamor of their mourning passed the gates of the 
city, and was heard throughout the English camp. 



LESSON XLIV. 

THB SAME SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 



1. The English, by this time, were apprized of what passed 
within Calais. They heard the voice of lamentation, and 
their souls were touched with compassion. Each of the sol- 
dieis prepared a portion of his own victuals, to welcome and 
entertain the half famished inhabitants ; and they loaded 
them with as much as their present weakness was able to 
bear, in order to supply them with sustenance by the way, 

2. At length, St. Pierre and his fellow-victims appeared, 
under conduct of Sir Walter and a guard. All the tents 



a John de Aire'. »» Wls-iant'. 
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in the English were instantly emptied. The soldiers poured 
from all parts, and arranged themselves on each side, to 
behold, to contemplate, to admire, this little band of patriots, 
as they passed. They bowed to them on all sides; they 
murmured their applause of that virtue which they could 
not but revere, even in enemies; and they regarded those 
ropes, which they had voluntarily assumed about their necks, 
us ensigns of greater dignity than that of the British gar- 
ter. 

3. As soon as they had reached the presence, " Mauny,'' 
says the monarch, "are these the principal inhabitants of 
Calais ? " " They are," says Mauny ; " they are* not only 
the principal men of Calais, they are the principal men of 
France, my lord, if virtue has any share in the act of enno- 
bling." " Were they delivered peaceably ? " says Edward , 
" was there no resistance, no ^mmotion among the people ? " 
** Not in the least, my lord ; the people would all have per- 
ished rather than have delivered the least of these to your 
Majesty. They are self-delivered, self-deroted ; and come 
to ofler up their inestimable heads as an ample equivalent 
for the ransom of thousands." 

4. Edward was secretly piqued at this r*ply of Sir Wal- 
ter; but he knew the privilege of a E/itish subject, and 
suppressed his resentment. " Experience," says he, " has 
ever shown that lenity only serves to invite people to new 
crimes. Severity, at times, is indispensably necessary, to 
compel subjects to , submission >v punishment and exam- 
ple. Go," he cried to an office^, lead these men to exe- 
cution." 

6. At this instant, a sound of triumph was heard through- 
out the camp. The Queen had just arrived with a powerful 
reinforcement "of gallant troops. Sir Walter Mauny fl^iw to 
receive her Majesty, and briefly informed her of the particu- 
lars respecting the six victims. 

6. As soon as she had been welcomed by Edward and his 
court, she desired a private audience. " My lord," said she 
the question I am to enter upon is not touching the live? of 
15* 
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a few mechanics ; it respects the honor of the English, nati^;* 
it respects the glory of my EdWard, my husband, my king. 
You think you have sentenced six of your enemies to death. 
No-, my lord, they have sentenced themselves ; and their exe- 
cution would be the execution of their own orders, not the 
orders of Edward, 

7. " The stage on which they would suffci would be to 
them a stage of honor; but a stage of shame to Edward, a 
reproach to his conquests, an indelible disgrace to his name. 
Let us rather disappoint these "liaughty burghers, who wish 
/) invest themselves with glory at our expense. We cannot 
wholly deprive them of the merit of a sacrifice so nobly 
intended ; but we may cut them short of their desires. In 
die place of that death by which thenr gtery would be con- 
summate, let us bury them under gifts ; tet us put them to 
confusion with applauses. We shall thereby defeat them of 
that popular opinion which never fails to attend those who 
raffer in the cause of virtue." 

8. " I am convinced ; you have prevailed. Be it so," re- 
plied Edward; "prevent the execution; have them instantly 
before us." They came ; when the Queen, with an aspect 
and accents diffusing sweetness, thus bespoke them : 

9. " Natives of France, and inhabitants of Calais, ye have 
put us to a vast expense of blood and treasure, in the recov- 
ery of our just and natural inheritance ; but yau have acted 
up to the best of an erroneous judgment, and we admire and 
honor in you that valor and virtue, by which we are so long 
kept out of our rightful possessions. You noble burghers » 
you excellent citizens ! though you were tenfold the enemies 
of our person and our throne, we can feel nothing on oar 
part save respect and afiection for you. You have been suf^ 
ficiently tested. 

10. " We loose your chains ; we snatch you from the scaf- 
fold ; and we thank you for that lesson of humiliation which 
you teach us, when you show us, that excellence is not of 
biood, title, or station ; that virtue gives a dignity superioi 
to that of kings ; and that those whom the Almighty forms 
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iridi sentiments like yours, are justly and eminently raised 
above all human distinctions. You are now free to depart to 
your kinsfolk, your countrymen ; to all those whos^ lives and 
liberties you have so nobly defended; provided you refuse 
not the tokens of our esteem. Y^t we would rather bind 
you to ourselves by every endearii-g obligation ; tind, for this 
purpose, we ofier to you your choice of the gifts and honora 
tliat Edward has to bestow. Rivals for fame, but always 
friends to virtue, we wish that England were entitled to call 
you her sons." " Ah, my country ! " exclaimed Pierre ; " it 
is now that I tremble for you. Edward only wins our cities ; 
but Philippa* conquers our hearts." 



LESSON XLV. 

RURAL LIFE IN ENGLANB. 

IKVIKO. 

1. The taste of the English in the cultivation of land, and 
m what is called landscape gardening, is unrivaled. They 
have studied Nature intently, and discovered an exquisite 
sense, of her beautiful forms and harmonious combinations. 
Those charms which, in other countries, she lavishes in wild 
solitudes, are here assembled round the haunts of domestic 
life. They seem to have caught her coy and furtive graces, 
and spread them, like witchery, about their rural abodes. 

2. Nothing can be more imposing than the magnificence 
of English park scenery. Vast lawns, that extend like sheets 
of vivid green, with here and there clumps of gigantic trees, 
heaping up rich piles of foliage ; the solemn pomp of grove* 
and woodland glades, wi'th the deer trooping in silent herdi 
across them ; the hare bounding away to the cover ; or the 
pheasant suddenly bursting upon the wing. 

3. The brook, taught to wind in natural meanderings, or 
extend into a glassy lake ; the sequestered pool, reflecting 
the quivering trees, with the yellow leaf sleepjng on its 

» Philippa *, the name of the (ieeen, an4 wife of Edward. 
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bosom; and the trout roaming fearlessly about its limpid 
waters; while some rustic temple, or sylvan statue, grown 
green and dank with age, gives an air of classic sanctity to 
the seclusion. 

4. These are but a few of the features of park scenery ; 
but what most dfelights me, is the creative talent with which 
the English decorate the unostentatious abodes of middle life. 
The rudest habitation, the most unpromismg and scanty por 
tion of land, in the hands of an Englishman of taste, becomes 
a little paradise. With a nicely discriminating eye, he seizes 
at once upon its capabilities, and pictures in his mind the 
future landscape. 

5. The sterile spot grows into loveliness imder his hand ; 
and yet the operations of art which produce the effect are 
scarcely to be perceived. The cherishing and training of some 
trees ; the cautious pruning of others ; the nice distribution 
of flowers and pkints of tender and graceful foliage ; the in- 
troduction of a green slope of velvet turf; the partial opening 
to a peep of blue distance, or silver gleam of water ; all these 
are nA.inaged with a delicate tact, a pervading yet quiet assi- 
duity, like the magic touchings with which a painter finishe« 
up a favorite picture. 

6. The residence of people of fortune ar.d refinement in 
the country, has diffused a degree of taste and elegance in 
rural economy that descends to the lowest class. The very 
laborer, with his thatched cottage and nanow slip of ground, 
attends to their embellishment. 

7. The trim hedge, the grass-plot before the door, the little 
flower-bed bordered with snug box, the woodbine trained up 
agamst the wall, and hanging its blossoms about the lattice ; 
the pot of flowers in the window; the holly, providently 
planted about the house to cheat winter of its dreariness, 
and to throw in a semblance of green summer to cheer the 
fireside; all these bespeak the influence of taste, flowing 
down from high sources, and pervading the lowest levels of 
the public mind. If ever Love, as poets sing, delights to vurit 
a cottage, it must be the cottage of an English peasant 

8. In rural occupation there is nothing mean or debasing 
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£t leads a man forth among scenes of natural grandeur mmmH 
beauty ; it leaves him to the workings of his own mind, oper- 
ated upon by the purest and most elevating of external inflo- 
aices. Such a man may be simple and rough, but hecannot 
oe vulgar. 

9. The man of refinement, therefore, finds nothing revolt^ 
mg in an intercourse with the lower orders in rural life, as hu 
does when he casually mingles with the lower orders of cities. 
He lays aside his distance and reserve, and is gkd to waive 
the distinctions of rank, and to enter into the honest, heart- 
felt enjoyments of common life. Indeed^the very amuse- 
foents of the country bring men more and more together; 
and the sound of the hound and horn Uend all feelings into 
harmony. ^ 

10. To this mingling of cultivated and rustic society, may 
also be attributed the rural feeling that runs through British 
literature ; the frequent use of illustrations from rural life ; 
those incomp^ble descriptions of Nature, that abound in the 
British poets ; that have continued down from " the Flower 
and the Leaf"* of Chaucer,^ and have brought into our closets 
all the freshness and fragrance of the dewy landscape. 

11. The pastoral writers of other countries appear as if 
they had paid Nature an occasional visit, and become ac- 
quainted with her general charms ; but the British poets have 
lived and reveled with her; they have wooed her in her most 
secret haunts ; they have watched her minutest caprices. 

12. A spray could not tremble in the breeze, a leaf could 
not rustle to the groimd, a diamond drop could not patter in 
die stream, a fragrance could not exhale from the humble 
violet, nor a daisy unfold its crimson tints to the morning, but 
it has been noticed by these impassioned and delicate observ- 
ers and wrought up into some beautiful morality. . 

13. The efiect of this devotion of elegant minds to rural 
occupations has been wonderful on the face of the country. 
A great part of the island is rather level, and would be monot- 

• Fkmar and Leaf; the titleof a poem by Chaucer, (Cbaw'ser.) i> Chaucer,* an eariy 
SiiflMi poet, ■ometimea at/led the father of EngUah poetry. 
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ono\i5< were it not for the charms ot culture ; but it is studded 
and gemmed, as it were, with castles and palaces, an^ «in» 
broidered with parks and gardens. 

14. It does not abound in grand and sublime prospects, bm 
rather in little home scenes of rural repose and sheltered quiet. 
Every anti:iue farm-house and moss-grown cottage is a picture ; 
and as the roads are continually winding, and the view is 
shut in by groves and hedges, the eye is delighted by a con- 
tir ual succession of small landscapes of captivating loveli- 
ness. 

15. The great charm, however, of English scenery, is the 
moral feeling that seems to pervade it. It is associated in the 
mind with ideas of order, of quiet, of sober, well-established 
principles, of hoary usage and reverend custom. Every thing 
seems to be the growth of ages' of regular and peaceful eidst- 
ence, 

16. The old church, of remote architecture, with its low. 
massive portal ; its gothic tower ; its windows, rich with tra- 
cery and painted glass, in scrupulous preservation ; its stately 
monuments of warriors and worthies of the olden time, ances- 
tors of the present lords of the soil ; its tombstones, recording 
successive generations of sturdy yeomanry, whose' progeny 
still plow the same fields, and kneel at the same altar. 

17. The neighboring village, with its venerable cottages, its 
public green, sheltered by trees, imder which the forefathers 
of the present race have sported ; the antique family mansion, 
standing apart in some little rural domain, but looking down 
with a protecting air on the surrounding scene ; all these com- 
mon features of English landscape evince a calm and settled 
secarity, a hereditary transmission of home-bred virtues and 
local attachments, that speak deeply and touchingly for the 
moral charjicter of the nation. 

• Cirilization, In England, proteblj commenced at the invasion of JuUw Cmu 
itx>iit nineteen hondred yean afo. 
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LESSON XLVl. 

HOIVIE. 

1. There is something in the word home, that wakes the 
kindliest feelings of the heart. It is not merely friends and 
kindred that render that place so dear, hut the very hills and 
rocks and rivulets throw a charm around the place of one's 
nativity. It is no wonder that the loftiest harps have heen 
tuned to sing of home, ** sweet home." The rose that 
bloomed in the garden where one has wandered in early 
years a thoughtless child, careless in innocence, is lovely in 
its bloom and lovelier in its decay. 

2. No songs are sweet like those we heard among the 
boughs that shade a parent's dwelling, when the morning oi 
the evening hour found us gay as the birds that warbled over 
us. No waters are bright like the clear silver streams that 
wind among the flower-decked knolls, where, in childhood, 
we have often strayed to pluck the violet, or the lily, or tc 
tw4he a garland for some loved schoolmate. 

3. We may wander away and mingle in the "world's fierce 
strife," and form new associations and friendships, and fancy 
we have almost forgotten the land of our birth ; but at some 
evening hour, as we listen perchance to the autumn winds, the 
remembrance 6f other days comes over the soul, and fancy 
bears us back to childhood's scenes, and we roam again the 
old familiar haunts, and press the hands of companions long 
since cold in the grave, and listen to the voices we shall hear 
on earth no more. It is then a feeling of melancholy steals 
over us, which, like Ossian's* music, is pleasant, though 
mournful to the soul. 

4. The African, torn from his willow-braided hut, and borne 
away to the land of strangers and of toil, weeps as he thinks 
of home, and sighs and pines for the cocoa^ land beyond the 

-- Uuian (Os'shs-aii, or OB^an ;) rappoeed to be ft Scotch poet who llourlBhed about 
A. D. 300. b Cocoa (k&ko )) a fruit, which aboundi in Africa. 
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waters of the Sf^ Years may ha^e passed over him, and 
strifes and toil may have cruslfed his spirits ; all his kindred 
may have found graves upon the corals of the ocean ; yet 
were he free, how soon would he seek the shores and sides 
of his boyhood dreams ? 

6. The New England mariner, amid the icebergs of the 
Northern seas, or breathing the spicy gales of the ever-green 
isles,^ or coasting along the shores of the Pacific, though the 
hand of time may have blanched his raven locks, and care 
have i^owed deep furrows on his brow, and his heart have 
been chilled by the storms of the ocean, till the fountains of 
his love have ahnost ceased to gush with the heavenly cva^ 
rent; yet, upon some summer's evening, as he looks out upor 
the sun sinking behind the western wave, he will tiiink cf 
home, and his heart will yearn for the loved of other daya. 
and his tears flow like the summer Hiin. 

6. How does the heart of the wanderer, afiter long years ef 
absence, beat, and his eyes fill, as he catches a glimpse of the 
hills of his nativity ; and when he has pressed the lip of a 
hrotlier or sister, how soon does he hasien to see if ^e gar- 
den, and the orchard, and the stream, look as in days gftne 
by ! We may find climes as beautiful, and skies as bright, 
and friends &b devoted; but ^t will not usurp the place of 
home. 



LESSON XLVH 

THE WIFE. 

IKTINO. 

1. I HAVE often had occasion to remark the fortitude, with 
which woman sustains the most overwhehning reverses of for* 
tune. Those disasters, which break down the spirit of maB| 
and prostrate him in the dust, seem to call forth all ^e eno^ 

_ • Krer-green Mm ; the India ieUndi. 
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gies of the softer sex, and give such intrepidity and elevation 
to their character, that, at times, it approaches to sublimity. 

2. Nothing can be more touching than to behold a soft 
and tender female, who had been all weakness and dependence, 
and alive to every trivial roughness, while treading the pros- 
perous paths of life, suddexkly rising in mental force to be the 
comforter and supporter of her husband under misfortunes 
and abiding, with unshrinking finnness, the bitterest liLnsts 
of adversity. 

3. As the vine, which has long twined its graceful foliage 
about the oak, and been, lifted by it into sunshine, will, when 
the hardy plant is rifted by the thunderbolt, cling round it 
with its dressing tendrils, and bind up its shattered boughs , 
so is it beautifully ordered by Providence, that woman, who 
is the mere dependent and ornament of man in his happier 
hours, should be his stay and solace when smitten with sud- 
den calamity ; winding herself into the rugged recesses of his 
nature, tenderly supporting the drooping head, and binding 
up the broken heart. 

4. These observations call to mind a little domestic story 
of ^hich I was once a witness. My intimate friend, Leslie, 
had married a beautiful and accomplish* ed girl, who had been 
brought up in the midst of fashionabje life. She had, it is 
true, no fortune ; but that of my friend was ample, and he de- 
lighted in the anticipation of indulging her in every elegant 
pursuit, and administering to those delicate tastes and fancies, 
that spread a kind of witchery about the sex. 

6. Never did a couple set forward, on the flowery path of 
early and well suited marriage, with a fairer prospect of felic- 
ity. It was the misfortune of my friend, however, to have 
embarked his property in large speculations ; and he had not 
been married many months, when, by a succession of sudden 
disasters, it was swept from him, and he found himself rc- 
dt»^d to almost penury. For a time, he kept his situation to 
himself, and went about with a haggard countenance and a 
breaking heart 

6. His life was but a protracted agony; and what ren- 
16 
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dered it more insupportable, was the necessity of keeping up 
a smile in_the presence of his wife ; for he could not bring 
hunself to overwhelm her with the news. She saw, however, 
with the quick eye of affection, that all was not well with him. 
She marked his altered looks and stifled sighs, and was not 
to be deceived by his sickly and vapid attempts at cheerful- 
ness. She tasked all her sprightly powers and tender bland- 
ishments to win him back to happiness; but she only dro7« 
the arrow deeper into his soul. 

7. The more he saw cause to love her, the more torturing 
was the thought that he was soon to make her wretched. A 
little while, thought he, and the smile will vanish from that 
cheek; the song will^lie away from those lips ; the luster of 
those eyes will be quenched with sorrow ; and the happy heart 
which now beats lightly in that bosom, will be weighed down, 
like mine, by the cares and miseries of the world. 

8. At length he came to me one day, and related his whole 
situation in a tone of the deepest despair. When 1 had heard 
him through, I inquired, " Does your wife know all this ?" At 
the question, he burst into an agony of tears. I saw his grief 
was eloquent, and I let it have its flow ; for sorrow relieves itself 
by words. When his paroxysm had subsided, and he had 
relapsed into moody silence, I resumed the subject gently, 
and urged him to break his situation, at once, to his wife. 

9. " Believe me, my friend," said I, stepping up and grasp- 
ing him warmly by the hand, " believe me, there is, in every 
true woman's heart, a spark of heavenly fire, which lies dor- 
mant in the broad daylight of prosperity ; but which kindles 
up, and beams and blazes, in the dark hour of adversity. No 
man knows what the wife of his bosom is, no man knows what 
a ministering angel she is, until he has gone with her through 
the fiery triab of this world." 

10. Some days afterward, he called upon me in thQ evening. 
He had disposed of his dwelling-house, and taken a small 
cottage in the country, a few miles from town. He had been 
busied all day in sending out furniture. The new establish- 
oient required few articles, and those of the smiplest kind 
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All the splendid furniture of his late residence had been sold 
excepting his wife's harp. 

11. He was now going out to the cottage, where his wife 
had been all^y, superintending its arrangement. My feel- 
ings had become strongly interested in the progress of thig 
family story, and as it was a fine evening, I offered to accom 
pany him. 

12. He was wearied with the fatigue of the day, and, as we 
walked out, fell into a fit of gloomy musing. " Poor Mary! " 
at length broke, with a heavy sigh, from his lips. "And 
what of her ? " asked I ; " has anything happened to her ? 
Has she repined at the change ? " " Repined ! she has been 
nothing but sweetness and good humor. Indeed, she seems 
in better spirits than I have ever known her ; she has been 
to me all love, and tenderness, and comfort ! " 

13. " Admirable girl ! " exclaimed I. " Yon call yourself 
poor, my friend ; you never were so rich ; you never knew 
the boundless treasures of excellence you possessed in that 
woman." 

14. After turning from the main road up a narrow lane, so 
thickly shaded by forest trees as to give it a complete air of 
seclusion, we came in sight of the cottage. It was humble 
enough in its appearance for the most pastoral poet ; and yet 
it had a pleasing, rural look. A wild vine had overrun one 
end with a profusion of foliage ; a few trees threw their 
branches gracefully over it ; and I observed several pots of 
flowers tastefully disposed about the door, and on the grass- 
plat in front. 

15. A small wicket-gate opened upon a footpath, that 
wound through some shrubbery to the door. Just as we 
approached, we heard the sound of music. Leslie grasped 
my arm; we paused and listened. It was Mary's voice, 
singing, in a style of the most touching simplicity, a little 
air, of which her husband was peculiarly fond. 

16. I felt Leslie's hand tremble on my arm. He stepped 
forward to hear more distinctly. His step made a noise on 
the gravel-walk. A bright, beautiful face glanced out at the 
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window, and yanished ; a light footstep was heard, and Mary 
came tripping forth to meet us. She was in a pretty rumJ 
dress of white • a few wild flowers were twisted in her fine 
hair ; a fresh blbom was on her cheek ; her whole countenance 
beamed with smiles. I had never seen her look so lovely. 

17 »* My dear George," cried she, " I am so glad you are 
come I have been watching and watching for you; and 
running down the lane, and looking out for you. 1 Ve s^et 
out a table under a beautiful tree behind the cottage ; auU 
I Ve been gathering some of the most delicious strawberries, 
for I know you are fond of them ; and we have such excel* 
lent cream ; and everything is so sweet and still here. O ! *' 
said she, putting her arm within his, and looking u:p brightly 
in his face, " O ! we sHUl be so happy ! " 

18. Poor Leslie was overcome. He caught her to his 
bosom; he folded his arms round her; he could not speak; 
but the tears gushed into his eyes ; and he has often assured 
me, that, though the world has since gone prosperously with 
him, and his life has indeed been a happy one, yet never has 
he experienced a moment of more exquisite felicity. ' 



LESSON XLVra. 

EULOGY OF WASHINGTON. 

OTIS. 

1. In Washington* seemed combined all the elements to 
constitute a man, in the highest meaning of the term. His 
form was of the finest specimens of manly beauty, and his 
carriage full of grace and dignity. His constitution, both 
physical and mental, of the happiest mold. In power of mind 
he stood at the head of the human intellect 

2. His perception of truth, in the vast and various concerns 
with which his life was charged, seemed to indicate the intu- 
ition of a superior being; the unrivaled accuracy of his 
judgment was demonstrated in the extraordinary success of 

» Washington, (Ooorge,) the father of hia country, waa bom in Virginia in 1732 
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\m wide and eventfiil range of action. His brightness wai 
not indeed the glare of the meteor, but the steady light of die 
Bun ; it was not ihe brilliancy of a single act, but the finished 
series of his life ; the combined results jf all his action. 

3. Hence the firmness of his resolution and the courage of 
his temper. Hence he shrunk not in the field of battle or the 
moral conflict ; and conscious of the right, never tremUed foi 
the issue. Unlilce the desperate few, who have achieved u 
bad eminence by indiscriminate means, he sought no results 
which virtue did not sanction; used no appliances which h<m- 
esty did not advise. 

4. His character is unique, and stands alone on an emi- 
nence unapproached, I had almost said, inaccessible. Its 
union of goodness and greatness, of moral beauty and intel- 
lectual strength, adorned by services of inappreciable value 
to the human race, iiiniishes an instance of the sublime in^ 
morals such as no human example has presented. It has 
changed the general idea of greatness, and shown that the 
most enviable talent must find assistance in the aids of virtue. 

5. He was fortunate beyond all the past in the position 
which he held in the affairs of the world. The presiding 
genius at the birth of the first free nation, the daring leader 
of the first successful struggle for the principles of freedom, 
the idol of a young nation yet to increase as Jie sands of the 
sea-shore, the grand agitator of the change yet to come over 
all the governments of the earth, his fame will increase with 
ages and the multiplication of his race. 

6. He stood at the head of a new country ; at the begin- 
ning of a new civil polity; at the source and fountain of that 
stream of liberty which was yet to overflow the earth, and, 
like the deluge of old, to swallow up every vestige of the 
wrongs which had passed. In the whole range of time, in 
the wide variety of human afiairs, there has been no era so 
felicitous for his existence as that in which he was bom and 
lived ; at no other point, could equal virtue have met with 
equal success; no odier career could have secured the like 
train and splendor of consequences. 

16* 
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7. In his life, fortunate and happy above all other example, 
without a spot or blemish to mar his private fame, he was 
covered with glory in his public career ; through all the round 
of action^ through all the change and casualty of life, he stood 
a model and exemjJar to the hUman race. In the purity of 
his motives, in the nobleness of his designs, and in the extent 
and success of his course, he stands without^ a nval or an 
equal. 

8. Without having been bred to the science of war, he 
assumed the command of our armies, and for seven long 
years, with every disparity of means, baffled the skill and 
paralysed the genius of the most celebrated soldiers. With- 
out experience, he fought like a veteran; nearly without 
means, he still found resources ; and sometimes, almost with- 
out an army, he held the enemy at bay by the vigor of his 
enterprises. 

9. This struggle for the mastery was long held in doubt, 
but the star of his fortune at length prevailed against the 
oste^at of the times. He conquered, not for fame, but for free- 
dom ; not for ambition, but for his country. How well and 
how gently, let the present condition of the happy valleys and 
sunny mountains of freedom make answer. 

10. But not even yet had he filled the full measure of his 
fame. In the pride of victory, in the flush of success, with 
a devoted soldiery, accustomed to execute his wishes, instead 
of stooping to the mean ambition of a tyrant, in ruining his 
country to elevate himself, he plucked the warrior's plume 
from his brow, and cast it with the sword at the feet of his 
country. O ! how mean and little are the names of Alexan- 
der, of CsBsar,* of Napoleon,** when seen in the light of such 
a deed as this ! 

11. He retired to private life, unambitious of further dis- 
tinction, and well pleased to escape the din and turmoil of his 
former days. In the seclusion of his retreat, he cultivated 
the quiet arts of peace, without a regret for the past or a sigh 
for the future. But fame found him here. The privacy of 

« Cesar (Juliua ;) a Roman general, stateeman, and biatorian. ^ Napoleon ; a diatln 
fuialied general and emperor of France. 
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his condition did not obscure its glory, and again his countrj 
called him to her aid. The freedom we had won by valoi 
must be preserved by wisdom. Though national indepen 
dence was secured by the Revolution, our political organiza* 
tion was imperfect. 

12. We had the materials of freedom, but not its system 
the power of self-government, without being well aware of 
the best means of using it. We had achieved the privilege 
of self-government, but history furnished no precedent to aid 
in its exercise. And we stood a people, free indeed, but 
ivanting the ascertained means of self-preservation. The 
sages and soldiers of the Revolution, with the illustrious 
Washington at their head, again came forward to meet the 
high exigency ; they were successful. 

13. In a country combining more experience, more patriot- 
ism, ai.d more intellectual power, than the history of ages 
could show, they devised a system of government^ unique in 
Its character and original in its design, which has answered 
the high behests of freedom, and stands a beacon light to aU 
the nations of the earth. A numerous people now repose in 
peace and happiness beneath its power, encouraging by precept 
and example the diffusion of the benign principles of liberty. 

14. Washington, without his own desire, was placed at the 
head of the new organization by the voluntary suffrage of the 
people, and again became charged with the political destiny 
of his country. He assimied the responsibilities of his new 
and unprecedented station, and placed himself, by the vigor 
and wisdom of his policy, upon the most enviable heights of 
political renown. 

15. If his success as a military chieftain had won the ad- 
miration of the world, his wisdom as a statesman secured its 
iiigbest applause. Having given an impulse and direction to 
die untried institutions of his country, which will influence 
iheir destiny through all coming time, he voluntarily left the 
lofty station he had filled, and closed his career amidst the 
peace and happiness of that country he had assisted to elevate 
and redeem 
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16. The fabric of his character was then completed ; then 
was the model, designed by Heaven for the imitation ot mao- 
Idnd, brought to its final perfection. Then was the complete 
idea of freedom exemplified and explained. The mission for 
which he was sent was accomplished ; and the wide earth 
may now rejoice in the eventful fulfilment of those purposes 
j{ liberty to which his life was consecrated. 



LESSON XLIX. 

GREENOUGH's^ WASHINGTON.* 



TUCKKBMAN. 



1. The quarry whence thy form majestic sprung 
Has peopled earth with grace, 
Heroes and gods that elder bards have sung 
A bright and peerless race. 

2 But from its sleeping veins ne'er rose before 
A shape of loftier name / 

Than his who glory's name with meekness wfo^ 
The noblest son of fame. • 

3. Sheathed is the sword that passion never stained, 

His ga^ around is cast. 
As if the joys of freedom newly gained 
Before his vision passed. 

4. As if a nation's shout of love and pride 

With music filled the air, 
And his calm soul was lifted on the tide 
Of deep and grateful prayer. 

5. As if the crystal mirror of his life 

To fancy sweetly came, 

•■ Oreenougli ; an American sculptor of distinction, b The statue of Waihington,cxe 
:ated by Oreenough is of marble, in a sitting posture, ai\d clothed in Roman drapei-^ 
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/ 

With scenes of patient toil and noble strife, 
Undimmed by doubt or shame. 



/ 



6. As if the lofty purpose of his soul 

Expression would betray, 
* The high resolve ambition to control 
And thrust her crown away, 

7. O, it was well in marble, firm and white, 

To carve our hero's form, 
Whose angel guidance was our strength in fight, 
Our star amid the storm ! 

6. And it is well to place his image there 
Beneath the dome* he blest ; 
Let meaner spirits, who its councils share, 
Revere that silent guest ! 

9. Let us go up with high and sacred love 
To look on his pure brow. 
And as with solemn grace he points above, 
Renew the patriot's vow. 



LESSON h. 



MC'LELLAN. 

1. Wild was the night, yet a wilder night 

Hung round the soldier's pillow ; / 
In his bosom there waged a fiercer fight 
Than the fight on the wrathful billow, 

2. A few fond mourners were leaning by. 

The few that his stem heart cherished ; 

a ThissUtue has recently been placed in the east park of the Oapitol at Waehinf. 
lOD. b Napoleon Bonaparte died of a cancer In the etoniach, on the ielana of 8i 
Uelena, in l<fil. 



Digitized 



by Google 



100 town's foxjeth reader. 

They knew by his glazed and unearthly eye, 
That life had nearly perished. 

3. They knew by his awful and kingly look, 

By the order hastily spoken, 
That he dreamed of days when the nation shodk 
And the nation's hosts were broken. 

4. He dreamed that the Frenchman's sword still slew, 

And triumphed the Frenchman's " eagle i" 
And the struggling Austrian fled anew, 
Like the hare before the beagle. 

5. The bearded Russian* he scourged again, 

The Prussian's*' camp was routed, 
And again, on the hills of haughty Spain, 
His mighty armies shouted. 

6. Again Marengo's*' field was won. 

And Jena's** blo94y battle ; 
Again the world was overrun^ 
Made pale at his cannons' rattle. 

7. He died at the close of that darksome day, 

A day that shall live in story ; 
In the rofcky land they placed his clay, 
" And left him alone with his glory." 



LESSON LL 

OUR OWN COUNTRY. 

1. There is no such scenery on earth, I verily believe, as 
ours. ' There is but one Niagara in its broad circumference, 

ft Prononnced Roo'she an, or Rush'^an ; but, by the poets, usually in two syllaUos. 
» Proo^ahe-an, or Prush'&^n ; but, by the poets, usually in two syllables. « Mar*«n'> 
go; a yillage in the north of Italy, famous for the victory of Napoleon OT«r the Aii» 
trians, in 1800. <i Jen'a; a town of Germany, calebraiad for the Ticioryof th« Fr«nck 
V9vt the Prumians, in 1806. 



Digitized 



by Google 



town's fourth reader. 191 

and then its glorious rivers, from the tumbling cataracts of 
high northern latitudes, to the cahn and beautiful Alabama ;• 
the majestic Mississippi ; the golden waters of Missouri ;*" the 
placid, soft Ohio. 

2. And then, too, its lakes, the vast inland seas, where 
fleets can ride; its forests, alive with songsters of almost 
every note, and every feather ; of trees of every cast and hue, 
and, if seen m the frosts of autumn, beyond the power of 
pencil to paint ; mocking the skill of man, rivaling the rich 
sunset on the bosom of the western clouds, and making a 
very paradise of earth ! 

3. And then its boundless prairies, its savannahs, its vast 
navens, on which beat the waves of the ocean with their sullen 
roar, and its still solitudes, where man feels as if he really were 
alone with the Indian ; the wild, unapproached, and almost un- 
approachable Indian, in his savage dignity, painted and decked 
for war, fiery red, with his armor on, " snorting for battle." 

4. And then, again, its noisy cities, where men crowd and 
rush as if the spot of earth on which they were was their 
only spot^ cities now vying in business with the older cities 
of Europe, but yet in the gristle ; in their swaddling clothes, 
as it were, by and by to become the Londons*" of the West- 
em world ! What a variety of view is this ! How rich in 
speculation, in thought ! How admirably calculated to warm 
the imagination, and to give feeling and imagery ! 

5. Talk not, then, of Europe as the only land worth a jour- 
ney over. Its past we may reverence' and admire. There is 
sublimity in it. But the future of our country, who dare set 
its metes and bounds ? Who will trace it out ? Sublime, is 
but a feeble word for the destiny that awaits it ! 

6. What nation presents such a spectacle as ours, of a con- 
federated government; so complicated, so full of checks and 
balances, over such a vast extent of territory, with so many 
varied interests, and yet moving so harmoniously ? 

« Al-a-ba-ma. b Missou'ri, (Mis-soo're.) c Lon'don, the metropolis of the Britirt 
Rmpire. It was a place of coiwiderable commerce in A. D. 61, and l» new the worn 
commercial, and, probably, the largest eity on the globe. 
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7. I go within the walls of Ihe capitol* at Washington, and 
there, under the star-spangled banners that wave amid its 
domes, I find the representatives of three territories, and of 
twenty-six nations; nations, in many senses, they may be 
ealled, that have wiUiin them all the germ and sinew to raise 
a greater people than many of the proud principalities of 
Europe ; all speaking one language}, all acting with one heart; 
and ail burning with the same enthusiasm, the love and glory 
of our common country ; even though parties do exist, and 
titter domestic quarreb now and then arise. 

8. I take my map, and I mark from whence they come. 
What a breadth of kttitude, and of longitude too, in the &ir 
est portion of North America ! What a variety of climate 
and what a variety of production t What a stretch of sea- 
coast, on two oceans, with harbors enough for all the com- 
merce of the world ! 

9. What an immense national domain, surveyed and uo- 
surveyed, of extinguished and unextinguished Indian tities 
witiiin the states and territories, and without! It is estima- 
ted, in the aggregate, to be more than one billion acres, and to 
be worth the immense sum of more than one billion dollars ; 
seven hundred and fifty million acres of which are without 
(he bounds of the states and territories, and are yet to make 
new states, and to be admitted into the Union ! 

10. Our annual revenue now, from the sales, is over three 
millions of dollars. Our national debt, too, is nearly or quite 
extinguished, and yet within fifty-eight years, starting with a 
population of about three millions, we have fought the war oi 

.. independence ; again, not ingloriously, struggled with the 

^h greatest naval power in the world, fresh with laurels won on 

*^ sea and khd; and now we have a population of over twenty 

millions of souls. One cannot feel the grandeur of our re- 

; . , public, unless he surveys it in detail. 

11. It is difficult to be very prosaic in describing such a 

« Thifl edifice, In which Congrem meets, ia of the Corinthian atyle of «rehlt«Ciiilii^ 
umatructttd of free-atona. It ia 3G0 iiMt kmf, aud lao hign to the top of tba doma 



Digitized 



by Google 



TOWN S FOURTH. BEADEK. 193 

country ua o ss. Think, if a prophet, l^ut thirty years ago 
had predicted only the half that has happened, lucky would 
be have heen to escape the asylum for lunatics. * Jefferson' 
mourned over a journey from Monticello^ to Philadelphia, as 
a fearful undertaking. 

12. Mount Vernon*' and Br.nker Hill'* were as far apart in 
the days of Washington, as the jumping-off rock in Eastport, 
(Maine,) and Augusta, (Georgia,) now are. The Mississippi 
boatman, who was thirty and forty days in going over a dis- 
tance he now goes in six, can now hardiy believe that he ia 
the man he \ms. The steam-boat and the steam-horse, are 
the miracle workers of the day. But, then, enterprise and 
labor have done their wonders, too. 

13. The Erie canal !• What an achievement for a young 
people ! The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, too ! Gro over it, 
ana s^e how labor has wrought with mountain rocks, and torn 
them from their beds, and dashed them aside^ as if with the 
power of IMilton's demons. See the fire-horse, with long 
trains of cars, careering through the air, over rivers, and 
pitthless swamps, from Charleston, South Carolina, to Ham- 
burgh, on the Savannah. 

14. Take the railroad from Boston to Providence, and see 
the rocks that have been cleft asunder, the mountains of dirt 
thrown up ; the track now through caverns, and anon over a 
massive bridge of mason work, that almost staggers human 
fe.ith to believe that.it has been done. 

15. And then mark what enterprise is planning, and will 
execute, too. - Why, railroad tracks are projecting in all direc- 
tions, from New Orleans to Nashville, in the south, and from 
Muntreal to Portland, in the north. No enterprise staggers 
!i& Nothing appals us. No hazard is to great to be run. In- 
genuity is racked to the utmost. Every body is awake, and 
wide awake. 



« JefSuaon; the third President of the U. S., bom 1743. bMonticello; JefTersou' 
resideDce, in Virginia, c Mount Vernon ; the burial place of Washington, In Virginia. 
^ Bunker ftlU ; the place where the second battle was fought in the Revolution. • Thl 
erie canal-extends from Lake Erie to the Hudoon river, a dislancd of about 360 mUea, 
^ 17 M 
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16. There is, as it were, an atmospheric maelstrom al 
about us. ^ We talk in a hurry ; we walk in a hurry ; w€ 
make love in a hurry, and are married in a hurry. We eat 
drink, sleep, and die in a hurry ; and, alas ! are buried in a 
hurry. Every thing is on the high-pressure principle. No 
doubt such a state of fermentat'on, in any society, has Hs ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. 

17. It is one of the advantages of our free institutions, tliat 
they give society such a stimulus. Our politics, even with 
all their bitterness aild occasional outbreakings, do us much 
good. They teach us that no man is above the influence oi 
public opinion ; and they also teach each man the responsibil- 
ity he takes in forming it. They raise up the humble, and 
rank them with the proud. They stimulate in the bosoms of 
all, the ambition to advance, or to " go ahead," to use a phrase 
better descriptive of the thing itself. 



LESSON LH. 

THE SAME SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

1. The political cauldron that is always boiling in such h 
government as ours, throws up on the surface of society man]^ 
men of strong minds, and high purposes ; and though often, 
too often It may be, the very seethings of the cauldron will 
co^ up also, yet, in a moment of calm, they sink to theii 
proper level, while what is good remains. 

2. Death, too, is a great leveler among us ; and if it wpuld 
not be impious, I would add, the severest of all republicans. 
The family whom over-grown wealth was making proud 
to-day, death cuts up to-morrow; dividing its inheritance, 
scattering its members, and often robbing it of its nata' soil. 
The incipient aristocracy is thus nipped in the bud. The 
wealth of a Gimrd* is instantly divided among many persons. 

3. How remarkable the fact, all over thii? country, that 



« Oirard (fa-mrd':) a very wealthy merchant, late of PhUadelphiii 
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•wealth seldom runs long in the same line, but that the herit 
age is rather a curse than a blessing for the chilaren ; and 
how remarkable the other fact, too, that almost all the large 
holders of property are the makers of their own fortunes; 
men who have earned it with their own hands, and by their 
own struggles. 

4. The poor are ever coming upward, and the rich are ever 
going downward. Such is the effect of this fermentation; 
such the stimulus of free institutions, and the operation of our 
laws of inheritance. But then, again, we must ^pen oui eyes 
the wider to the disadvantages of such a state of things, so as 
to check and improve them. 

5. We must not forget, that it generates an inordinate thirst 
for office, and often^ a daring and reckless ambition ; that it 
makes wealth the god of thousands ; ongulfs them in its pur- 
suit, and often throws into the distance the man of genius, and 
the achievements of Literature, Art, and Science. Thus, 
politics and money-making engross the talents of the country ; 
and thus Literature is kept at a partial stand ; when, in a free 
country, men of learning, and men of genius, whose efforts 
stamp the age, and refine its manners, ought to be, if not the 
first, among the first. This, we must use our efforts to coun- 
teract. 

. 6. Genms must be won from the ranks of political combat- 
ants. The sparks of poetical fire that blaze in the columns 
of the partisan press, must Jcindle up the pages of the Muse. 
Haughty, dictatorial, pampered Wealth, that frowns upon 
genius, must receive the lash of genius. Men of property 
must be made^to see that their true glory consists in encour- 
aging the' arts, the sciences, the achievements of the pen or 
pencil. 

7. Above all, the schoolmaster must go abroad more and 
more. Education, universal education, not little, but much : 
free schools, popular clubs, literary newspapers, and periodi- 
cals, must be cherished. Literary men must respect them- 
selves, and speak loud and strong ; and when they sell their 
jibors, not sell themselves. 
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8. A vast amount of talent we have at command, if it caB 
be united and combined. Our newspapers often show it, our 
periodicals show it. It is a remarkable fact, that our periodi- 
cal literature, the only kind which this country has really 
patronized, has ever been unrivaled by any nation on earth. 
The State Papers of the Revolution did almost if not quite as 
much for us as our soldiery. The best diplomatists of Euirope 
have confessed their power, and paid us the tribute ; and sure 
I am, that in this respect we have not degenerated. 

9. With the same strength that we develop our national 
resources, we must develop the moral and intellectual energies 
among us. "There is great danger that such a busy, practical 
people, will forget that they have hearts and souls. There is 
danger, too, that such a moving, journeying people, will lose 
their attachment to home ; their love for the rocks, and hills, 
and valleys, that their eyes first saw. Home, home, home, is 
the sentiment that we need to cherish. Our country must be 
our idol, if idols we have. 

10. Next to the preservation of liberty, is the preservation 
of the Union ; and this, in a territory so vast, can only be 
effected by an interchange of feelings, by intercommunications, 
by forming friends, and making visits, all over our wide 
domain. We must know and understand each other, in 
Qrder to love each other. 

11. We must see with our own eyes what a glorious heri- 
tage our fathers have bequeathed us, before we can appreciate 
Its value. Dangers threaten us, above all other people ; and 
such dangers as only high patriotism and pure affection can 
overcome. We have not achieved our independence yet, ' 
Washington and his compatriots gave us freedom. 

12. Our own industry has liberated us from a servile de- 
pendence upon foreign skill and foreign artisans, and now we 
want a literary freedom ; the independence to think, write, and 
criticise for ourselves; not driving our scholars abroad to 
acquire a reputation at home, and then reflecting at home the 
light of foreign glow-worms from abroad. We want local 
attachments too ; then a national pride, a just sense of our own 
importance. • 
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13, Another duty we have laid on our hands ; and that is, 
to elevate and refine puWic feeling, by associations, by lectures, 
by lyceiiuns, and in every practicable manner ; so as to give 
society a tone and a character, and so as to combat the physi* 
cal and lower tendencies of the day. There is an atmosphere 
encompassing every circle, either light or lurid, just in propor- 
tion to the splendor of the minds that sparkle within it. 
There is a sympathetic link in the chain of social intercourse, 
that vibrates well or ill, whenever it is touched. 

14. The tone of a whole society may be compared to the 
winds that float through an ^olian' harp, li but a summer 
breeze play upon its strings, it is like the melodious notes that < 
sprang from Memnon's statue,** when touched by the rays of 
the morning sup. But if the rude and gusty storm run 
roughly over the cords, it flings ofl* notes harsh and discord- 
ant. See, then, the duty of the American. But tune society 
and it will pour forth melodies from a thousand strings. 



LESSON Lm. 

OXTR COUNTET. 

PABODIS. 

1, Our country ! 'tis a glorious land ! 

With broad arms stretched from shore to shoiO} 
The proud Pacific chafes her strand, 

She hears the dark Atlantic roar; 
And, nurtured on her ample breast. 

How many a goodly prospect lies 
In Nature's wildest grandeur drest, 

Enameled with her loveliest dyes. 

2. Rich prairies, decked with flowers of goU« 

Like sunlit oceans roll a&r ; 



a JBollui (•^le'an ;) pertaining to M'ohiM, the god of the windi. k Mmu'imb^ 
iUtae; a colosmlsutue in Thebes, which i* said to hare MOt foirUi jojrlbl foon^ wten 
tlie Min fOM, but moamful oaet when It set 

» 17* 
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Broad lakes her azure heaven hehold, . 

Reflecting clear each trembling star ; 
And mighty rivers, mountain-bom, 

Go sweeping onward, dark and deep, 
Through forests where the bounding &wii. 

Beneath their sheltering branches leap. 

3. And cradled mid her clustering hills. 

Sweet vales in dreamlike beauty hide, 
Where love the air with music fills, 

And calm content and peace abide ; 
For plenty here her fullness pours 

In rich profusion o'er the land, 
And sent to seize her generous store. 

There prowls no tyrant's hireling band. 

4. Great God ! we thank thee for this home, 

This bounteous birth-land of the free. 
Where wanderers from afar may come. 

And breathe Ae air of liberty ! 
Still may her flowers untrampled spring, 

Her harvests wave, her cities rise ; 
And yet, till time shall fold her wing, 

Bemain Earth's loveliest paradise ! 



LESSON LIV. 



UNION, UBERTY. 



(The reader may scan the following piece of poetry, and tell to what 
kind of verse it belongs, and to what form. See CoDStmotioii of 
Verse, p. 68.] ^ 

1. Hail, our | country's | natal | mom, 
Hail, our | spreading | kindred |. bom 
Hail, thou | banner | not yet | torn 

Waving | o'er the | free ! 
While, this day in festal throng. 
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Millions swell the patriot song, 
Shall not we thy -notes pndong, 
Hallowed Jubilee ? * 

2. Who would sever freedom's shrine ?* 
Who should draw the invidious line ? 
Though by Inrth, one spot be mine. 

Dear is all the rest : 
Dear to me the South's fair land^ 
Dear the central Mountain band, 
Dear New England's rocky strand, 

Dear the prairied West 

3. By our altars, pure and free, 
By our Law's deep-rooted tree. 
By the past dread memory. 

By our Washington ; 
By our common parent tongue. 
By our hopes, bright, buoyant, young. 
By the tie of country strong, 

We will still be one. 

4. Fathers ! have ye Ued in vain ? 
Ages ! must ye droop again ? 
Maker ! shall we rashly stain 

Blessings sent by Thee ? 
No ! receive our solemn vow, 
While before thy throne we bow, 
Ever to maintain as now^ 

" Union, Liberty." 
■^ ■■ ' t ■ 

ftJoULee, ftpaUlcliaaUTUy. kfihrinttaeaMorbai utenUe*. 
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LESSON LV. 

LAKES AND THE OCEAN. 



1. Theee is ever a contrast between the smaller lakes wai 
the great ocean. You can rarely, if ever, look upon the sea 
when it is not heaving with the coming on, wiA the height 
or with the dying of the tempest. There is always agitati(» 
within its mighty bosom. Von see something at work there 
that tells of perpetual imrest ; of a power within that cannot 
be still. The subsiding thunder of the storm that has passed 
away, is but the deep prelusive music of another. 

2. But go in midsummer to the lake, embosomed among 
the hills, and gaze upon it when all the elements are in slum- 
ber, and I know not that you will find in nature a more beau- 
tiful picture of repose. There is no heaving billow there ; no 
crested wave breaking in foam upon the shore ; no sound of 
departed storm, murmuring like some vast imprisoned spirit 
at its temporary subjection. 

3. But you see there a surface, silent as death, and as 
placid. The water lies spread before you, a perfect mirror ; 
and you see wooded summit and lofty vale, forest and field-tree 
and tower, cloud and sky, all gazing into its profound, as 
though enchanted with the loveliness of their own reflection. 
You see the beautiful and the grand mingling their wonders 
in solitude, and you feel how much more exquisite is the dis- 
play when it is perfected in the hour and home of Nature's 
quietness. 

4. Then, if you stand upon bank or shore at sunset, when 
its hundred hues are playing on *the isky, and see the new 
heaven created in the depths below you, and witness its mock- 
ery of splendor, its fading colors and dying beams, tiU star 
begins to answer star in the dark water, surely you are behold- 
ing something that Nature presents only in such hallowed 
spots in her empire ; something of beauty and grandeur that 
the can never ofier by the " vasty deep ;" something, be it devd 
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oped where it may, far beyond the witchery of the g:ifted 
pencil; smnething to rejoice in» something to be thankful for 



LESSON LVl. - 

SCENE FROM nzARRO. Ptzorrc^ and Chmez^ 

KOTZSBUI. 

[Before reading the following diaiogue, the reader should carefullj 
«tudy the nue and remark under Personation, p. 63.] 

The facts upon which this dialogue is founded occurred fai Pern, 
and it is designed to show the cruelty of Pizarro, and the integrity 
of the unoffending Peruvians. 

Piz. How now, Gomez, what bringest thou ? 

CrofnL On yonder hill, amoi^ the palm trees, we have sur- 
prised an old Peruvian. Escape by flight he could not, and 
we seized him unresisting. 

Piz, Drag him before us. [Oemtiu«i«iachoMmbe.e] What art 
thou, stranger ? 

Oro. First tell me who is the Captain of this band of rob- 
bers. 

Piz, Audacious ! This insolence has sealed thy doom. 
Die thou shalt, gray-headed ruffian. But first confess what 
thou knowest. 

Oro, I know that which thou hast just assured me of, that 
I shall die. ^ 

Piz, Less audacity might have preserved thy life. 

Oto, My life is as a withered tree, not worth preserving. 

Piz, Hear me, old man. Even now we march against the 
Peruvian amy. We know there is a secret path that leads 
to your strong hold among the rocks. Guide us to that, and 
name thy reward. If wealth be thy wish 

Oro, Ha, ha, ha ! 

• Pizarro; a Spanish general of great ignorance and cruelty, wh*> invaded Fan lo 
1685, and caused the hospiuble king Aubualpa to be burned. t» Gomea; a fleiMouS 
oame for one of Pisarro's army. • A fictitious name for one of tbe ParuTiana. 
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Piz. Dost thou despise my ofl^? 

Oro. Yes, thee and thy offer! Wealla! 1 have the 
wealth of two gallant sons. I have stored in heaven the 
riches which repay good actions here ! and still my chiefest 
treasure do I wear about me. 

Piz, What is that ? Inform me. 

Oro. I will, for thou canst never tear it from me. An un- 
sullied conscience. 

Piz. I believe there is no other Peruvian who dares speak 
as thou dost. 

Oro, Would I could believe there is no other Spaniard 
who dares act as thou dost ! 

CrOTJU Obdurate Pagan ! how numerous is your anny ? 

Oro, Count the leaves of the forest. 

Cram, Which is the weakest part of your camp ? 

Oro, It is fortified on all sides by justice. 

Gom, Where have you concealed your wives and children? 

Oro, In the hearts of their husbands and Others. 

Piz, Knowest thou Alonzo ?* 

O/-0. Know, him ! Alonzo ! Our nation's bene&ctor, the 
guardian angel of Peru ! ** 

Piz, By what has he merited that title ? 

Oro. By not resembling thee. 

Piz, Who is this Rolla, joined with Alonzo in command ? 

Oro, I will answer that, for I love to speak the hero's 
name. Holla, the kinsm&n of the king, is the idol of our army. 
In war a tiger, in peace a lamb. Cora was once betrothed to 
him, but finding she preferred Alonzo, he resii(ned his claim 
for Corals happiness. 

Piz, Romantic savage ! I shall meet this Rolla soon. 

Oro, Thou hadst better not ! the terrors of his noble eye 
would strike thee dead. 

Gom, Silence, or tremble ! 

Oro, Beardless robber! I never yet have learned to 
tremble before man. Why before the^, thou less than man 5 

p. A Hcl^iovm name for one of Uie Perariani. b Para (Peroo';) • itpubUc of SnOb 
Ajnarica. 
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€hmu Another word, audacious heathen, and 1 strike ! 
Oro. Strike, Christian ! then boast among thy fellows *'l 
loo have murdered a Peruvian/' 



SECOND SCENE. Sentinel, EoUa and Alonzo 

[Enter Rolla, dUgaiscd u a moak.] 

Bcilla. Infoem me, friend, is Alonzo, the Peruvian, con 
fined in this dungeon ? 

Sent. He is. 

BoUa. I must speak with him. 

Sent. You must not. 

RoUa. 4ie is my friend. 

Sent. Not if he were your brother. 

BoUa. What is to be his fate ? 

Sent. He dies at sunrise. 

RoUa. Ha ! then I am come in tune. 

Sent. Just to witness his death. 

RoUa. [Adrancinff toward the door.) Soldier, I must speak with him. 

Sent. [PuBhinj him back with hu gun.) Back ! back ! it is impossible. 

Roila. I do entreat you but for one moment. 

Sent. You entreat in vain ; my orders are most strict. 

RoUa. Look on this wedge of massy gold ! Look on these 
precious gems. In thy land they will be wealth for thee and 
thine, beyond thy hope or wish. Take them, they are thine, 
let me pass but one moment with Alonzo. 

Sent. Away ! Wouldst thou corrupt me ? Me, an old 
Castilian !* I know my duty better. 

RoUa. Soldier ! hast thou a wife ? 
- Seitt. I have. 

RoUa. Hast thou children ? 

Sent. Four honest, lovely boys. 

RoUa. Where didst thou leave them ? 

Sent. In my native village, in the very cot where I was 
bom. 

• CMtiliaa } a native of Castile, a proyinoe of Spain. _ 
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BoUa. Dost thou love thy wife and children ? 

Sent. Do I love them ! God knows my heart, I do. 

BoUa. Soldier ! Imagine thou wert doomed to die a cruel 
death in a strange land. What would he thy last request ? 

Sent. 1^ hat some of my comrades* should carry my dying 
Messing to my wife and children. 

RoUa. What if that comrade was at Ay prison door, and 
should there he told, thy fellow-soldier dies at suqjrisd, yet 
thou shalt not foML moment see him, nor shalt thou hear his 
dying hlessing to his poor childrct:, or his wretched wife ; 
what wouldst thou think of him who thus could drive thy 
comrade from the door ? 

Sent. How ? 

RoUa. Alonzo has a wife and child ; and I an» come hut 
to receive for her, and for her poor babe, the last blessing of 
my friend. 

SeTlt. Go m. [Exit 8«iitin«l.] 

BoUa. [Chib.] Alonzo! Alonzo! 

[Enter Alonio, speaking u he eomea in.] 

Alon. How ! is my hour elapsed ? Well, I am ready 

BoUa. Alonzo, know me ! 

Alan. Rolla ! O Bolla ! how didst thou pass the guard ? 

BoUa. There is not a moment to be lost in words. This 
disguise I tore from the dead body of a friar, as I passed our 
field of battle. It has gained me entrance to thy dungeon ; 
now take it thou^ and fly. 

Alan. And Rolla . 

BoUa. Will remain here in thy place. 
^ Alan. And die for me ! No ! Eather eternal tortords 
rack me. 

BoUa. 1 shall not die, Alonzo. It is thy life ^E^izano 
seeks, not Rolla's ; and thy arm may soon deliver me from 
prison. Or, should it be otherwise, I am as a blighted tree 
in tlie desert ; nothing lives beneath my shelter. Thou art a 
busland and a father; the being of a lovely wife and help- * 
- ' 

• ComradM; compeuaioni In umi. 
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ess infant depend upon thy life. Go! go! Alonzo, not to 
a,ve thyself^ but Cora, and thy child. 

Alxm, Urge me not thus, my friend ; I am prepared to die 
\xi peace. 

^Rolla. To die in peace ! devoting her you have sworn to 
li\e for, to madness, misery, and death ! 

Ahm, Merciful heavens ! 

Holla, If thou art yet irresolute, Alonzo — now mark me 
welt; Thou knowest that RoUa never ple%ed his word and 
shrunk fro^i its fulfilment. Know then, if thou art proudly 
obstinate, thou 'Ihalt have the despemte" triumph of seeuig 
RoUa perish by thy side. 

AUm, O Rolla ! you distract me ! Wear you the robe, 
and though dreadful the necessity, we will strike down the 
guard, and force our passiige. 

BoUa, What, the soldier on duty here ? 

Al(m, ^Tes; else seeing two, the alarm will be instant death 

Bxilla, For my nation's safety, I would not harm him 
That soldier, mark me, is a man ! All are not men that wear 
the human form. He refused my prayers, refused my gold, 
denying to admit, till his own feelings bribed him. 1 wil' not 
risk a hair of that man's head, to save my heart-strings from 
consuming fire. But haste ! A moment's further pause and 
all is loslt. 

ALon, Rolla, I fear thy friendship drives me from honor 
and from right. 

Bc^la, Did Rolla ever counsel dishonor to his friend 1 

iThrowiinfftlMaiar'ii lament OTerhushouldm.] There, COUCeal thy faCC. NoW 

God ie ^viih thee. ' 



LESSON LVII. 

CULTIVATION OF TASTB FOR BEAUTY. 

CNANNINe. 

1. In looking at our nature, we discover among its admira- 
ble endowments, the sense or perception of Beauty. We see 
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ihe germ of this in every human being and there is no powez 
virhich admits greater cultivation ; and why should it not be 
cherished in all ? It deserves remarks, that the provision for 
this principle is infinite in the universe. 

2. There is but a very minute portion of the creation which 
we can turn into food and clothes, or gratification of the body, 
but the whole creation may be used t^ minister to the sense of 
beauty. Beauty is an all-pervading presence. It unfolds in 
the numberless fleers of the spring. It waves in the branches 
of the trees and green blades of grass. It haunts the depths 
of the earth and sea, and gleams out in the Sues of the shell 
and the precious stone. . 

3. And not only these minute objects, but the ocean, the 
mountains, the clouds, the heavens, the stars, the rising and 
setting sun, all overflow with beauty. The universe is its 
temple ; and those men who are alive to it canno^iift their 
eyes without feeling themselves encompassed with ^n every 
side. 

4. Now this beauty is so precious, the enjoyments it give8 
•are so refined and pure, so congenial with our tenderest and 

noblest feelings, and so akin to worship, that it is painful to 
think of the multitude of men as living in the midst of it, and 
living almost as blind to it, as if, instead of this fair earth and 
glorious sky, they were tenants of a dungeon. An infinite 
joy is lost to the world by the want of culture of this spiritual 
endowment. 

5. Suppose that I were to visit a cottage, and to see its 
.walls lined with the choicest pictures* of Raphael, and every 
^spare nook filled with statues of the most exquisite work- 
manship, and that I were to learn, that* neither man, woman 
nor child ever cast an eye at these miracles of art, how should 
I feel their privation ; how should I want to open their eyes, 
and to help them to comprehend and feel the loveliness and 
grandeur which in vain courte'd their notice. 

6. But every husbandman is living in sight of the works 
of a diviner artist l and how much would his existence bo 

•The " Saftriflc© of Isaac ;" tbe " Trausfiguration of Chrifit," /Ice. 
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elevated, could he see the glory which shines forth m their 
forms, hues, prDportions and moral expression ! 

7. I have spoken only of the heauty of nature, hut how 
. much of this mysterious charm is found in the elegant arts, 

and especially in literature? The best hooks have most 
beauty. The greatest truths are wronged if not linked with 
beauty, and they win their way most surely and deeply 
into the soul when arrayed in this their natural and fit at« 
tire. 

8. Now no man receives the true culture of a man, in 
whom the sensibility to the beautiful is not cherished ; and 
I know of no condition in life from which it should be ex- 
cluded. Of all luxuries this is the cheapest and most at 
hand. 

9. What beauty is, is a question which the most penetra- 
ting minds have not satisfactorily answered ; nor, were I able, 
is this the place for discussing it. But one thing I would 
say ; the beauty of the outward creation is intimately related 
to the lovely, grand, interesting attributes of the soul. 

10. There is another power, which each man should culti- 
vate according to his ability, but which is very much neg* 
lected in the mass of the people, and that is the power of utter- 
ance. A man was not made to shut up his mind in itself; 
but to give it voice and to exchange it for other minds. 
Speech is one of our grand distinctions from the brute. 

11. Our power over others lies not so much in the amount 
of thought within us, as in the power of bringing it out. A 
man of more than ordinary intellectual vigor, may, for want 
of expression, be a cipher, without significance in society 
And not only does a man influence others, but he greatly aids 
his own intellect, by giving distinct and forcible utterance to 
his thoughts. 

12. We understand ourselves better, our conceptions grow 
clearer, by the very effort to make them clear to another. 
Our social rank, too, depends a good deal on our power of ut- 
terance. The principal distinction between what are called 
g^entk^men and the vulgar, lies in this; that the latter are 
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awkward in manners, and are essentially wanting in pn^- 
ety, clearness, grace, and force of utterance. 

13. A man who cannot open his lips without breaking a 
rule of grammar, without showing in his dialect, or brogue, or , 
uncouth tones, his want of cultivation, or without darkening 
bis meaning by a confused, unskillful mode of communication, 
cannot take the place to which perhaps his native good sense 
entitles him. To have intercourse^with respectable people 
we must speak their language. ^ 



LESSON LVUL 

spmrr of beauty, 

DAWn. 

[The reider may note the cssural pauses in the Mowing piece. 
See Harmonic Pauses, p. 70. The caesural and gramniatica] pauses 
sometimes fall in the same place.] 

1. The Spirit of Beauty II unfurls her light,* 
And wheels her course II in a joyous flight ; 
I know her track II through the balmy air. 

By the blossoms that cluster II and whiten there ; 
She leaves the tops II of the mountains green, 
And gems the valley II with crystal sheen. 

2. At mom, I know where she rested at night, 
For the roses are gushing with dewy delight ; 
Then she mounts again, and around her flings 
A shower of light from her purple wings. 

At noon, she hies to a cool retreat, 

Where bowering elms over waters meet ; 

She dimples the wave, where the green leaves dip, 

That smiles, as it curls, like a maiden's lip. 

3. At eve, she hangs o'er the western sky 
Dark clouds for a glorious canopy; 

* Tlwn may ■ometlmet bo twp or thiM cararal ptnitt in the mum Uim. Ybf mm 
irriten, tha f horter ones an called dtmi-cfeeural 
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And round the skirts of each sweeping fold 
She paints a border of crimson and gold, 
Where the lingering sunbeams love to stay, 
When their god in his glory has passed away. 

She hovers around us at twilight hour, 

When her presence is felt with the deepest power; ^ 

She mellows the landscape, and crowds the stream 

With shadows that flit like a fairjr* dream ; 

Still wheeling her flight through the gladsomp air, 

The Spirit of Beauty is every where ! 



. LESSON LIX. ; V ,. 

VIRTUE. 

AKSN8IDS. 

[The learner may tell in what manner the following eztraet should 
be read. See Rule 3, p. 54.] 

1. What can strive 
With virtue ? which of nature's regions vast 
Can in so many forms produce to sight 
Such powerful beauty ; beauty which the eye 
Of hatred cannot look upon secure ; 

Which envy's self contemplates, and is turned 
Ere long to tenderness, to infant smiles, 
Or tears of humblest love. 

2. Is aught so fair. 

In all the dewy landscapes of the spring. 
The summer's noontide groves, the purple eve 
At harvest home, or in the frosty mom 
Glittering on some smooth sea, is aught so feir 
As virtuous friendship ; as the honored roof 
Whither from highest heaven, immortal love 
^ His torch ethereal and his golden, bow 

*F«ir'y; an iinaginary being, auppoeod to aBBumaalminan form, . ,• 

18* ii -'-XL"::: 
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Propitious brings, and there a temple holds, 
To whose unspotted service, gladly vowed. 
The social band of parent, brother, child. 
With smiles and sweet discourse and gentle deeds 
Adorn his power ? 

8. What gift of richest clime 

E'er drew such eager eyes, or prompted such 
Deep wishes, as the zeal that snatches back 
From slander's poisonous tooth a foe's renown , 
Or crosseth danger in his lion walk, • 
A rival's life to rescue ? as the young 
Athenian" warrior sitting down in bonds. 
That his great father's body might not want 
A peaceful, humble tomb? the Roman •* wife 
Teaching her lord how harmless was the wound 
Of death, how impotent the tyrant's rage, 
Who nothing more could threaten to afflict 
Their faithful love ? 

4. Or IS there in the ab3rss. 

Is there, among the adamantine spheres 
Wheeling unshaken through the boundless void, 
Aught that with half such majesty can fill 
The human bosom, as when Brutus* rose. 
Refulgent, from the stroke of Caesar's fate 
Amid the crowd of patriots ; and, his arm 
Aloft extending like eternal Jove* 
When guilt brings down the thunder, called aloud 
On TuUy's* name, and shook the crimson sword 
Of justice in his wrapt, astonished eye, 
And bade the father of his country hail, 
For lo, the tyrant prostrate in the dust — 
And Rome again is free ! 



a 4-ilw'ni-«n ; pertaining to Athena, the capital of Greece, b Roman ; pertaining tf 
Rome, the capital of Italy, c Bru'tua ; a distinguished Roman, and assassinator of Juliot 
Casar. «l Jove ; another form of the name of Jupiter, meaning the same god. • Tull) 
fTUlUus Cicero;) the most distinguished of tlie Roman orators, bom B. C. 107. 
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LESSON LX. 

THE BEREAVED SISTER. 

1. In the spring of 1824, 1 contracted an acquaintance in 
one of the cities of the south, with a gentleman who had 
removed from England to this country with two small chil- 
dren, the one a hoy of ten years, the other a girl of nine years 
of age. These children were the most lovely heings I ever 
saw. Their extreme heauty, their aeep and artless affection, 
and their frequent bursts of childish and innocent mirth, 
made them as, dear to me as if I had been the companion of 
their infancy. 

2. They were happy in themselves, happy in each other, 
and in the whole world of life and nature around them. I had 
known the family but a few months, when my friend was 
compelled to make a sudden and unexfJected voyage to South 
America. His feelings were imbittered by the thought of 
leaving his motherless children behind him ; and as I was on 
the point of embarking for Liverpool,* I promised to take 
them to their friends and relations. 

3. My departure was delayed two weeks. During that 
period, I lived under the same roof with the littje ones that 
had been consigned to my charge. For a few days they 
were pensive, and made frequent inquiries for their absent 
father ; but their sorrows were easily assuaged, and regret 
for his absence changed into pleasant anticipation of his re- 
turn. The ordinary sorrows of childhood are but dews upon 
the eagle's plumage, which vanish at the moment the proud 
bird springs upward into the air to woo the beautiM flashes 
of the morning. 

4. The day of our departure at last arrived, and we set sail 
on a, quiet afternoon of summer. The distant hills bent their 
pale blue tops to the waters, and as the great sun, like the 
image of his Creator, sunk down in the |pest, successive 

• Liverpool; a city in England, next to liondun iu •»». 
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* shadows of gold, and crimson, and purple, came floatm^ ovei 
the waves, like barks from a fairy land. 

5. My young companions gazed on those scenes Mteadilj 
and silently, and when the last tints of the dim shore were 
melting into shadow, they took each other*s hand, and a few 
natural tears gushed forth as an adieu to the land they had 
loved. Soon after sunset, I persuaded my little friends to 
let me lead them to the cabin, and then returned again to 
look out upon the ocean. 

6. In about half an hour, as I W3e standing musingly apart^ 
I felt my hand gently pressed, and on turning around saw that 
the girl had stolen alone to my side. In a few moments, the 
evening star^ began to twinkle from the edging of a violet 
doud. At first, it gleamed faintly and at intervals, but anoa 
it came brightly out, and shont like a holy thing upon the 
brow of the evening. 

7. The girl at my side gazed upon it, and hailed it with a 
tone which told that a thought of rapture was at her heart. 
She inquired, with simplicity and eagerness, whether, in the 
fiftir land to which we were going, that same bright star would 
be visible ; and seemed to regard it as another friend, thai 
was to be with her in her long and lonely journey. 

8. The first week of our voyage was unattended by any 
importanrt incident The sea, was, at times, wild and stormy, 
but again it would sink to repose, and spread itself out in 
beauty to the verge of the horizon. On the eighth day the 
boy arose pale and dejected, and complained of indisposition. 
On the following morning he was confined by a fever to his 
bed, and much doubt was expressed as to his fate, by the 
physician of the vessel. 

9. I can never forget the look of agony, the look of utter 
woe, that appeared upon the face of the little girl, when the 
conviction of her brother's danger came slowly home upon her 
thoughts. She wept not ; she complained not ; but hour after 
hour she sat by the bed of the young sufierer, an image of 

Ye'nuB, or Hes'pe-rus, which is another name for th* same star. 



Digitized 



by Google 



town's fourth reader. 213 

grief and beautifal affection. The boy became daily more 
feeble and emaciated. 

10. He could not return the long and burning caresses of 
his sister ; and at last a faint heaving of his breast, and the 
eloquence of his half closed eye, and a flush, at intervals, 
upon his wasted cheek, like the first violet tint of a morning 
cloud, were all that told he had not yet passed ^* the dark day 
of nothingness." 

11. The twelfth evening of our absence from land was the 
most beautiful I had ever known, and I persuaded the girl to 
go for a short time upon deck, that her own fevered brow 
might be fanned by the twilight breeze. The sun had gone 
down in glory, and the traces of his blood-red setting were 
still visible upon the western waters. 

12. Slowly, but brilliantly, the mailjr stars were gathering 
themselves together above, and another sky swelled out in 
softened beauty ben^eath, and the foam upon the crest of the 
waves was lighted up like wreaths of snow. There was 
music in every wave, and its wild, sweet tones came floating 
down from the fluttering penon above us, like the sound of 
a gentle wind amid a cypress* grove. 

13. Bftt neither music nor beauty had a spell for the heart 
of my little friend. I talked to her of the glories of the sky 
and sea; I pointed to her the star on which she had always 
loved to look ; but her only answer was a sigh ; and I returned 
Wth her to the bedside of her brother. I perceived instantly 
that he was dying. There was no visible struggle, but the 
iHm was creeping over his eye, and the hectic flush of his 
cheek was fast deepening into purple. 

14. I knew not whether, at first, his sister perceived the 
change in his appearance ; she took her seat at his side, 
pressed his pale lips to her own, and then, as usual, let her 
inelancho](f eye rest fixedly upon his countenance. Sud- 
denly hb looks brightened for a moment, and he spoke his 
sister's name. She replied with a passionate caress, and 
looked up to my face as if to implore encouragement. 



»TJio4jypwfl»-tte6 is a. dark colored evergreen, anciently used at ftmerato. 
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15. I knew that her hopes were but a mockery. A mo- 
ment more, and a convulsive quiver passed over the lips of 
the dying boy ; a slight shudder mn through his frame ; and 
all was still. The girl knew, as if intuitively,* that her brother 
was dead. She sat in teariess silence, but I saw that Ihe 
waters of bitterness were gathering fearfully at their fountain. 
At last she raised her hands with a sudden effort, and press- 
ing them upon her forehead, wept with the uncontrollable^ 
agony of despair. 

16. On the next day, the corpse of the dead boy was com- 
mitted to the waves. The little girl knew that it must be so, 
but she strove to drive the thought away, as if it had been an 
unreal and terrible vision. When the appointed hour was at 
hand, she came and begged me, with a tone that seemed less 
like a human voice than the low cadence of a disembodied 
and melancholy spirit, to go and look upon her brother, and 
see if he was indeed dead. 

17. I could not resist her entreaties, but went with her to 
gaze upon the sleeping dust, to which all the tendrils of her 
life seemed bound. She paused by the bedside, and I almost 
deemed that her very existence would pass off in that long, 
fixed gaze. She moved not ; she spoke not ; till the form she 
loved was taken away to be let down into the ocean. 

18. Then indeed she arose, and followed her lifeless brother 
with a calmness that might have been from heaven. The 
body sunk slowly and solemnly beneath the waves ; a few 
long, bright ringlets streamed out upon the waters, a single 
white and beautiful glimpse came up through the glancing 
billows, and all that had once been joy and beauty vanished 
forever. 

19. During the short residue of our voj^age, the bereaved 
^ister seemed fading away, and beautiful as a cloud in a sum- 
mer zenith.^ Her heart had lost its communion with nature 
and she would look down into the sea, and murmur incohe- 
rently of its cold and solitary depths, and call her brother's 
name, and then weep herself into calmness. 

a Intn^tively ; withovt the iatenrention of argument or considerBtiOD. >» Zrnlth; he 
point direcUf over bead in the haavena. 



Digitized 



by Google 



town's fourth reader. 215 

eO. Soon afterward, I left her with her friends. I know 
not whether she is a hlossom of the earth, or whether she has 
long since gone to be nurtured in a holier realm. But I love 
the memory of that beautiful and stricken one. Her loveli- 
ness, her innocence, and her deep and holy feelings, still ccnie 
back to me in their glory and quietude, like a rainbow, cr a 
summer cloud, that has showered and passed off forever. 



LESSON LXI. 

THE BURIAL. 

1. It was summer. The sun shone proudly down upon 
the gray mist that rose above the billows; the blushing 
charms of spring were passed, and the summer glow of 
loveliness had succeeded. The woodlands were gay and 
beautiful ; for Nature had clothed them in all her surpassing 
splendors. The mountain stream now ran, now rippled, now 
curled with its silver eddies, glad, sparkling in the sunbeam; 
now smoothly flowed along its ever-varying bed, toward its 
quiet home " in the world of waters."* 

2. The birds warbled as sweetly in their green bowers of 
bliss, as if sighs and tears were things unknown. There vras 
joy on earth ; the twittering swallow, as it darted along in 
simshine and shade, heeded not the bitter wailing of affliction 
and distress ; the wild bird, in its noiseless flight, softly as 
falls the snow-flake, seemed unmindful of woe, as it flashed 
its wing across the vision, like a thought of a dream during 
^e hushed hours of midnight, and vanished as suddenly. 

3. To me the sight of their joyous felicity brought no 
gladness; the sounds of their mirth feH cold upon the heart; 
rt seemed but biiter mockery, and spoke of days departed. 
The bright and laughing skies seemed insensible that they 
were smiling over ruin and decay ; that one of hope's fairest, 

• "The world of waters;" the oceao. 
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sweetest flowers had drooped and died ; and that now, eyer. 
now, it was to he laid in the earth's cold bosom. 

4. I had seen the child in its guileless beauty, when it was 
a thing all glowing with health, innocence, and joy. I had 
seen it folded in the arms of her who bore it, in all the over- 
whehning fondness of a mother's love. But now her first- 
bom blessing, her first, last, and only one, slept ; not on the 
«oft bosom of a mother's tenderness, but with the quiet dead ! 
J)eath! death! how lovely thou canst be ! 

5. Though pale and lifeless, it wore a smile passionless 
and pure as the cherub of immortality ; it had nothing of the 
corpse about it but its whiteness, nothing of the grave but its 
silence. So beautiful it seemed, like a sportive lamb, decked 
with a flowery garland for the sacrifice, I could fain have 
lain down by its side in the cold bosom of our common 
mother, in the dark and silent valley. 

6. Thou weepest, childless mother. Ah! well thou mayest. 
The Son of God wept at the tomb of his friend ; and thou 
moumest thy first-bom. Hard is it for thee to lay thy loved 
one in the damp earth, beneath the cold clods of the valley ; 
hard it is to reflect that this, thy child of peerless beauty, wiD 
never more raise its rosy lips to thine, in all the fondness of 
childhood's warm aflection. Ah ! there are recollections that 
weigh upon the soul even to overpowering. 

7. Memory tells thee thou art desolate. It tells, too, of 
playfiU smiles, of a thousand soft and winning ways that 
twine around the mother's heart ; it tells of the sweetest wild 
throbbings of unspeakable b]iss that were thine, which softly 
soothed it to slumber and repose. Now the foliage of the 
cypress will be its shelter, and the narrow house its abiding 
place ; the nursery will no more resound with its gladsome 
mirth ; the cradle in which it had so often reposed in quiet \a 
now desolate. Thou weepest, childless mother ! 

8. The tune is come when she may gaze once more upon 
her sleeping boy, ere the pall is settled upon his lifeless brow. 
O ! the bitter agony of that moment One long, agonizing 
kiss upon his marble forehead, and he is shut from her view 
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fhe long train of weeping friends gathered around a fresh 
dug grave. The coffin was lowered into its final resting- 
place, in the vale of solitude and silence. The spirit of him 
who was so lovely here had, long ere this, crossed the dark 
waters, and is safely landed upon the flowery coast of a world 
of fadeless bloom ! 



LESSON LXIL 

SORROW FOR THE DEAD. 

IRVING. 

^The reader may note the emphatic words which are repeated in 
the following piece, and tell how such words should be read. See 
Rule 3, for Emphasis, p. 19.] 

1. The sorrow for the dead is the only sorrow from which 
we refuse to be divorced. Every other wound we seek to 
heal, every other affliction to forget ; but this wound we con- 
sider it a duty to keep open ; this affliction we cherish and 
brood over in solitude. 

2. Where is the mother who would willingly forget the 
infant that perished like a blossom from her arms, though 
every recoUection is a pang ? Where is the child that would 
willingly forget the most tender of parents, though to remem- 
ber be but to lament? Who, even in the hour of agony, 
would forget the friend over whom he mourns ? Who, even 
when the tomb is closing upon the remains of her he most 
loved, when he feels his heart, as it were, crushed in the 
closing of its portal, would accept of consolation that must 
be bought by forgetfulness ? 

3. No; tlie love which survives the tomb is one of the 
noblest attributes .of the soul. If it has its woes, it has like- 
wise its delights ; and when the overwhelming burst of grief 
is calmed into the gentle tear of recoUection, when the sudden 
anguish and the convulsive agony over the present ruins of 
all that we most loved is softened away into pensive medita- 

\9 
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turn on all that it was in the days of its loToliness, who would 
loot out such a sorrow from ihe heart. 

4. Though it may sometimes throw a passing cloud over 
the bright hour of gayety, or spread a deeper sadness over 
the hour of gloom, yet who would exchange it even for the 
song of pleasure or the burst of revebry ? No ; there is a 
voice from the tomb sweeter than song. There is a remem- 
brance of the dead to which we turn even from the charms 
of the living. 

6. O, the grave ! the gmve ! ft buries every error, covers 
every defect, extinguishes every resentment. From its peace- 
ful bosom spring none but fond regrets and tender recollec- 
tions. Who can look upon the grave even of an enemy, 
and not feel a compunctious throb that he should ever have 
warred with the poor handful of eardi that lies moldering 
before him? 

6. But the grave of those we loved, what a place for med- 
itation! There it is that we call up in long review the 
whole history of virtue and gentleness, and the thousaQd 
endearments lavished upon us ahnost unheeded in the daily 
intercourse of intimacy. There it is that we dwell upon the 
tenderness, the solemn, awful tenderness of the parting scene. 

7. The bed of death, with all its stifled griefs, its noiseless 
attendants, its mute, watchful assiduities ! The last testimo- 
nies of expiring love, the feeble, fluttenng, thrilling, O, how 
thrilling ! pressure of the hand. The last fond look of the 
glazing eye, turning upon us even from the threshold of exist- 
ence. The faint, faltering accents struggling in death to give 
one more assurance of affection. 

8. Ay, go to the grave of buried love, and meditate! 
There settle tlie account with thy conscience for every past 
benefit unrequited, every past endearment unregarded, of that 
departed being who can never — never — never return to be 
soothed by thy contrition ! ^ 

9. If thou art a child, and hast ever added a sorrow to the 
soul, or a furrow to the silver brow of an affectionate parent , 
if thou art a husband, and hast ever caused the fond bosom 
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that ventured its whole happiness in thy arms, to doubt one 
moment of thy kindness or thy truth ; if thou art a friend, 
and hast ever wronged in thought, or word, or deed, the Spirit 
that generously confided in thee ; if thou art a lover, and 
hast ever given one unmerited pang to that true heart which 
now lies cold and still beneath thy feet ; then be sure that 
every unkind look, every imgracious word, every ungentle ac- 
tion, will come thronging back upon thy memory, and knock- 
ing dolefully at thy soul ; then be sure that thou wilt lie down 
sorrowing and repentant on the grave, and utter the unheard 
groan, and pour the unavailing tear, more deep, more bitter, 
because unheard and unavailing. 

10. Then weave thy chaplet of flowers, and strew the 
beauties of nature about the grave ; console thy broken spirit, 
if thou canst, with these tender, yet futile tributes of regret ; 
but take warning by the bitterness of this thy contrite afllic^ 
tion over the dead, and henceforth be more faithful and aflec- 
tionate in the discharge of thy duties to the living. 



LESSON LXin. 

THE CLOSING OF THE YEAR. 

PBENTICS. 

T IS midnight's holy hour, and silence now 
Is brooding like a gentle spirit o'e. 
The still and pulseless world. Hark ! on the winds 
The bell's deep tones are swelling ; 't is the knell^ 
Of the departed year. No funeral tmin ^ 
Is sweeping past, yet, on the stream and wood, 
With melancholy light the moonbeams rest, 
Like a pale, spotless shroud ; the air is stirred 
As by a moumer»s sigh ; and on yon cloud, 
That floats so still and placidly through heaven, 
The spirits of the seasons seem to stand ; 

a Knell ; fmieral tolling. 
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Young spring, bright summer, autumn's solemn form 

And winter with his aged locks, — and breathe, 

In mournful cadences, that come abroad 

Like the far wind-harp's wild and touching wail, 

A melancholy dirge* o'er the dead year 

Gone from the earth forever 

2. 'Tisatime 
For memory and for tears. Within the deep, 
Stul chambers of t&e heart, a specter dim. 
Whose tones are like the wizard voice of Time, 
Heard from the tomb of ages, points its cold 
And solemn finger to the beautiful 

And holy visions that have passed away, 
And left no shadow of their loveliness 
On the dead waste of life. 

3. That specter lifts 
The coffin-lid of hope, and joy, and love, 
And, bending mournfully above the pale, 

Sweet forms that slumber there, scatters dead flowen 
O'er what has passed to nothingness. The year 
Has gone, and with it many a glorious throng 
Of happy dreams. Its mark is on the brow. 
Its shadows in each heart 

4. In its swift course 
It waved its scepter o'er the beautiful ; 

And they are not. It laid its pallid hand 
Upon the strong man, and the haughty form 
Is fallen, and the flashing eye is dim. 
It trod the hall of revelry, where thronged 
The bright and joyous ; and the tearful wail 
Of stricken ones is heard where etst the song 
And reckless shout resounded. 



• Dirge ; a funeral epng. 
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5 It passed o'er 

The batde-plain, where sword, and spear, and shieM. 
Flashed in the light of mid-day ; and the strength 
Of serried* hosts is shivered, and the grass, 
Green from the soil of carnage, waves above 
The crushed and mold'ring skeleton. It came 
And faded like a wreath of mist at eve ; 
Yet, ere it melted in the viewless air. 
It heralded its millions to their home 
In the dim land of dreams. 

6. Remorseless Time ! 
Fierce spirit of the glass* and scythe !° what powi^ 
Can stay -him in his silent course, or melt 

His iron heart to pity ! On, still on 

He presses, and forever. The proud bird, 

The Condor** of the Andes, that can soar 

Through heaven's unfathomable depths, or haL\e 

The fury of the northern hurricane, 

And bathe his plumage in the thunder's home, 

Furls his broad wings at nightfall, and sinks down 

To rest upon his mountain crag ; but Time 

Knows not the weight of sl6ep or weariness ; 

And Night's deep darkness has no chain to bind 

His rushing pinion. 

7. Revolutions sweep 
O'er earth, like troubled visions o'er the breast - 
Of dreaming sorrow ; cities rise and sink 

Like bubbles on the water ; fiery isles 
Spring blazmg from the ocean, and go back 
To their mysterious caverns ; mountains rear " 
To heaven their bald and blackened cliffs, and bow 
Their tall heads to the plain ; new empires rise, 
^Gathering the strength of hoary centuries, 

» taried ; compact, pressed together. »» Hour glass, c Scythe of Death. « CondoT j 
probably the largest bird of Bight known. The wings of one of the largeat measured 
firoro the tip of one extended wing to the other, fourteen feet. 

19* 



Digitized 



by Google 



/ town's fourth REAOSa* 

And rush down like the Alpme avalanche, 
Startling the nations. 

a Vet Time, 

Time, the tomb-builder, holds his fierce career 
Dark, stem, all pitiless ; and pauses not 
Amid the mighty wrecks that strew his path, 
To sit and muse, like other conquerors^ 
Upon the fearful ruin he has wrought 



LESSON LXIV. 

nrrEGRiTY. 

1. Among the pnsGners taken at the battle of Hoosac,* be 
&e Americans, was an inhabitant of Hancock, in the count]^ 
of Berkshire,*" a plain farmer, named Jackson. This man 
had conscientiously taken the side of the British in the revo- 
lutionary contest, and felt himself bound to seize the earliest 
opportunity of employing himself in the service of his king. 
Hearing that Colonel Baum,*^ a British officer, was advancing, 
with a body of troops, towards Benmngton in Vermont, he 
rose early, saddled his horse, and rode to Hoosac, intending 
to attach himself to his corps. 

2. Here he was taken prisoner m such circumstances as 
proved his intention, beyond everyweasonable doubt Besides, 
he was too honest to deny it. Accordingly he was committed 
to the charge of the high sheriff of the county, who immedi- 
:itely confined him in the county jail. This budding was, at 
that lime, so much out of repair that, without a guard, nc 
prisoner could be kept in it, who wished to escape. But to 
escape, however, was in no degree consonant with Jackson's 
idea of right ; and he thought no more seriously of making an 
attempt of this nature, than he would have done in his own 
house. 

a Hoo'aac : a town in New York, celebrated for the battle between the British and thl 
American* under lien. Startc >> Berkshire; one of the weatero counties of IMaasachu 
•eiu. c Baum (Rawm ;) the English commander, slain m the battle of Hoosac, f«l 
erally called ihs battle of Benniiiston 
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3. After he had lain quietly in jail^ few days, he told the 
sherifT that he was losing his time and earning nothing, and 
wished he would permit him to go out and work in the day 
time, promising to return regularly at evening to his 'quarters 
in the prison. The sheriff having become acquamted with 
his character, readily acceded to his proposal. Accordingly 
Jackson went out regularly during the remaining part of the 
aiitumn, and the following winter arid spring, until the begin- 
ning of May, and every evening returned at the proper time 
to the jail.'^ 

4. In this manner he performed a day's work every day, 
with scarcely any exception besides the Sabbath, through the 
whole period. In the month of May, he was to be tried for 

'high treason. The sheriff made preparations to conduct him 
to Springfield,* where he was to be tried. But he told the 
sheriff that it was not worth his while to take this trouble, 
for he could just as well go a^one, and it would save both the 
expense and the inconvenience of the sheriff's journey. 

5. The sheriff, after a little reflection, assented to his pro- 
posal, and Jackson commenced his journey ; the only one, it 
is believed, which was ever undertaken, in the same manner, 
for the same object While on his journey, he was overtaken 
by the Honorable T. Edwards, from whom this account was 
received. "Whither are you going?" said Mr. Edwards. 
** To Springfield, sirj" answered Jackson, " to be tried for my 
life." Accordingly he proceeded directly to Springfield, sur- 
rendered himself to the sheriff there ; was tried, found guilty, 
apd condemned to die. 

6. Application was made to the executive council for par- 
don. The facts were stated, the evidence by which they were 
supported, and the sentence grounded on them. The ques- 
uon was then put by the president, " Shall a pardon be grant- 
ed to Jackson ? " The gentleman who first spoke, observed 
tbAt the case was perfectly clear; the act charged against 
J jckson was unquestionably high treason ; and the proof was 

• Springfield ; a towD in MassacliuMtU. 
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complete. If a pardon be gralited in this case, he saw nc 
reason why it should not be granted in every other. 

7. In the same manner answered those who spoke after him, 
When it came to the turn of Mr. Edwards, who was one of 
the council, he related this story, with those little circumstan- 
ces of particularity, which give light and shade a living real- 
ity. At the same time, he evidently made no eflfort to be 
pathetic. As is always the case, this simplicity gave the 
narration its full force. 

8. The council bepfan to hesitate. One of the members at 
length observed, " Surely, such a man as this ought not to be 
sent to the gallows." To this opinion the members unani- 
mously agreed. A pardon was immediately made out and 
transmitted to Springfield, and Jackson returned to his family 
^^ever was exhibited a stronger proof that honesty is wisdom 



LESSON LXV. 

hafed's dream.* 

TODD. 

1. At the foot of one of those gigantic itiountains in Asia* 
which lift up their heads so far above the clouds that the eye 
of man never saw their summits, stood a beautiful cottage, 
facing the east. The mountain stream leaped and murmured 
on the north ; the verdant plain, where the bright-eyed gazelle 
sported, lay spread out in front ; the garden and the olive- 
vard, filled with pvery flower and every fruit which an oriental 
sun coy Id pencil and ripen, lay on the south ; while back, on 
the west, rose the everlasting mountain. 

2. Here were walks, and shades, and fruits, such as were 
found no where else. The sim shone upon no spot more lux- 
uriant; the moonbeams struggled to enter no place more 
delightful ; and ^e soft wings of the breezes of evening 
fiinned no such abode in all the east. 

« Hi'fed's^ream; a fictitious narratiye, in the style of an oriental tale, designed to 
sbo * the folly of a belief In a government of chance, b Asia, (ft'she-a). 
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3. The howl of the wolf was never heard here ; the sly foi 
never came here to destroy ; and here the serpent's hiss waa 
never heard. This cottage was the home of Hafed, the aged 
and the prosperous. He reared this cottage ; he adorned this 
spot ; and here, for more than fourscore years, he had lived 
and studied. 

4 During all this time, the sun had never forgotten to visit 
him daily; the harvest had never failed, the pestilence had 
never destroyed, and the mountain stream had never dried up. 
The wife of his youth still lived to cheer and bless him ; ^m 
his son and daughter were such as were not to be found m tC 
that Province. No youth could rein the horse, hurl the jave- 
lin, chase the lion, or delight the social circle, like this son. 

5- No daughter of kings could be found so beautiful and 
perfect, as was this daughter, with aii eye so bright and joy- 
ous, and a form so symmetrical' as hers. But who can insure 
earthly happiness ? In one short week, Hafed was stripped 
of all his joyB. His wife went to see a new white peacock, 
which it was said a neighbor, who lived a mile off in the 
ravine, had just brought home. She took cold, a quick fever 
followed, and on her return, Hafed saw that she must die. 

6. Before two days were gone, the old man was standing 
at her open grave. He gazed long, and said impatiently,, 
" Cover her, cover the only woman thati ever loved ! " The 
son and daughter had returned from the burial of their mother, 
fatigued and sick. The nurse gave them, as she thought, a 
simple medicine. In a few hours it was found to be poison. 

7. Hafed saw that they must die ; for the kws of nature 
are fixed; and poison kills. He buried them in one wide, 
deep grave, and it seemed as if in that grave he buried his 
reason and his religion. He tore his gray hair, he cursed the 
light of day, and wished the moon turned into blood; and 
above aU, (declared that the laws which God had established 
were all wrong, useless, and worse than none^ 

8l He wished the world were governed by chance ; but, at 

1 

• ^m/nMt||c«t • ptopDrUoDato in tH Its ptfta 
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this was a hopeless wish, he wished that at his death he mighl 
go to a world where there was no God to fix unalteiaUe lawa 
He arraigned the wisdom of God m his government over this 
world, declaring that his plans were worse than none, and thai 
it would he far hetter to have no God in the universe ! 

9. In the center of Hafed's garden stood a large, heautiful 
palm-tree. Under it was Hafed sitting, the second evening 
after closing the grave over his children. The seat on which 
he sat had heen reared by his son. On the leaf of the tree 
wii.'^h lay before him, were some exquisite verses, written by 
the pencil of his daughter. 

10. Before him lay the beautiful country, covered with 
green, sprinkled here^ and there, as far as the eye could see^^ 
with the habitations of men ; and upon this great landscape 
the shadows of the mig hty mountains were now setting. In 
the east, the moon was just pushing up her modest face, and 
the gold of day was softening into the silver of night 

1 1. While Hafed looked on all this, grief began to swell in 
his throat ; his tongue murmured ; his heart was full of hard 
thoughts of God. As the night deepened, Hafed, as he then 
thought, fell asleop with a heavy heart. When he supposed 
he awoke, ii^vas in a new spot. The mountain, the land- 
scape, the home, -were all gone. All was new. 

12. As he stood wondering where he was, he saw a crea- 
ture approaching him, which, at first, he mistook for a baboon ; 
but, on its coming near, he discovered that it was a creature 
somewhat resembling a man, but every way mal-formed, ill- 
shaped, and monstrous. 

13. He came up and walked around Hafed, as he would a 
superior being, exclaiming, "Beautiful, beautiful creature!" 
'« Shame, shame on thee!" said Hafed; "dost \hou treat a 
stronger thus, with insults ? Leave off thy jests, and tell me 
where I am, and how I came here." " I do not know how 
you came here, but here you are, in our world, which we call 
diance-world, because every thing happens here by chance." 

14. " Ah ! is it so? This must be delightful! This is 
just die world for me. Oh! had I always lived here, mj 
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beantiftil children would not have died under an inexorable 
hw ! Gome, show me this world, for I long to see it. Bu< 
have ye really no God, nor any one to make laws and govern 
you just as he sees fit?** 

15. " I don't know what you mean by God ; we have noth- 
mg of that kind here, nothing but chance ; but go with me, 
and you will understand «11 about it." As they proceeded, 
Hafed began to notice that every thing looked queer and odd. 
Some of the gra^s was green, some red, some white, some 
new, and some dying ; some grew with the top downward ; aD 
kinds were mingled together ; and on the whole, the sight waj 
very painful. 

16. He stopped to examine an orchard ; here chance had 
been at work. On a fine looking apple ftee, he saw no fruit 
but large, coarse cucumbers. A small peach tree was break- 
ing down under its load of gourds. The guides told Hafed 
that there was no certainty about these trees ; and you could 
never tell what fruit a tree would happen to bear. The tree 
which this year bears cuciu^bers, may bear potatoes next 
year. 



LESSON LXVL 

THE SAME SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

1. They soon met ail|||ier of the " chance men." His legs 
were very unequal in length ; one had no knee, and the other 
no ankle. His ears*ivere set upon his shoidders, and arouud 
his head was a thick, Hack bandage. He came groping hit 
way, and Hafed at once asked him how long since he had lost 
his sight 

2. " I have not lost it," said he ; " but when I was bom, my 
eyeballs happened to be turned in, instead of out, and the back 
parts, being outward, are very painful in the light, and so I 
put on a covering." " Well, but canst thou see any thing ? 
Ddethinks thou mayest see strange things within." 

a " True, but the difficulty is to get any light in thure 
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Vet 1 am as well off as oAers. My brother has otm good eyie 
in the top of his head ; but he only looks directly up with it 
lo the clouds ; and the sun almost puts it out He sh^ts it 
most of the time during the day ; but it happens to be ^ne <rf 
those eyes that will not stay shut. 

4 They stopped to look at some " chance cattle " In a yard. 
Some had but three legs; some h^ the head on the wrcmg 
part of the body ; some were coven^d with wool, under which 
they were sweltering in a climate al ways tropi<;^. Some were 
half horse and half ox. One cow had a young dwarf of a 
camel following her, and claiming her as his mother. 

5. Young elephants were there with the flocks of sheep , 
horses with claws like a lion, and geese clamping ■ round the 
yard with hoofs likeAorses. It was all the work of chance. 
Just as they were leaving the premises, the owner came out, 
to admire, and show, and talk over his treasures. "Don't 
think I am a happy man," said he to Hafed, " in having so 
many and such perfect animals. Alas ! even in this happy 
and perfect world, there are drawbacks. 

6. «*That fine- looking cow yonder happens to give nothing 
but warm water for milk ; and her calf, poor &ing, died the 
first week. Some of them have good-looking eyes, but from 
some defect are stone blind. Some cannot live in the light, 
and few of them can hear. No two eat the same food, and it 
is a great labor to take care of them." 

7. While they were talking, in^ instant, they were in 
midnight darkness. The sun was ^|0e, and I&fed could not 
for some time see his guide. "What has happened?" said 
he. " Oh ! nothing uncommon," said the guide. " Hie sun 
happened to go down now. There is no regular time for him 
lo shioe ; but he goes and comes jftst as it happens. 

8. •* Sometimes he is gone for months, and sometimes for 
weeks, and sometimes only for a few minutes, just as it hap- 
pens. We may not see him again for months, but perhaps he 
will come soon." As the guide was proceeding, to the inez 



• Clamidng : treadirtg heavily in walking 
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pt«8sibie joy of ail, tlie sun at once broke out. The light was 
#0 sudden, that Hafed at first thought he must be struck with 
%htoing, and actually put his hands up to his eyes, to see if 
they were safe. 

9. He then clapped his hands over his eyes, till he could 
gradually bear the light. There was a splendor about the sun 
which he had never before seen ; and it was intolerably hot. 
The air seemed like a furnace. " Ah ! " said the owner of 
Ae cattle, " we must now scorch for it My poor wool-oj 
must die at once ! Bad luck, bad luck to us ! The sun haf 
corae back much nearer than he was before. But we hope he 
will happen to go away again soon, and then happen to cosba 
back ftarther off the next time." 

10. The sun was now pouring down his heat so intensely, 
Aat they were glad to go into the house for shelter, a miser- 
able looking place indeed. Haf^^d could not but compare vt 
with his own beautiful cottage. They invited Hafed to eat 
On sitting down at table, he noticed that each one had a dif- 
ferent kind of food, and that no two could eat out of the same 
dish. 

11. He was told that it so happened, that the food which 
one could eat, was poison to another, and what was agreeable 
to one, was nauseating tj another. Hafed rose from the table 
in anguish of spirit. He remembered the world where he had 
lived, and all that was past. He had desired to live in a world 
where there was no God : where all was governed by chance, 
so far as there yms any thing that looked like government 
Here he was, and here he must live. 

12. He threw himself on a bed, and recalled the piust, the 
beautiful world in which he had once lived ; his ingratitudei 
his murmurings against the wisdom and the goodness of God. 
He wept like infancy. He would have prayed, and even 
began a pmyer ; but then he recollected that there w^s n« 
God here, nothing to direet events, nothing but chance. He 
shed many and bitter tears of repentance. At last he wept 
himself asleep. 

13. When Hafed agam awoke, he was sitting under his 

20 



Digitized 



by Google 



230 town's fourth reajukb. 

palm tree in his own beautiAil garden. It was momii^. At 
the appointed moment, the glorious sun rose up in the ea^tA 
the fields were all green and fresh ; the trees were all ri^ 
end upwards, and covered with blossoms ; the beautiful deer 
were bounding, in their gladness, over the lawn; and the 
songsters in the trees, which, in plumage and sweetness, 
might have vied with &ose that sang in Eden, were uttrang 
their morning song. 

14. Hafed arose, recalled that ugly dream, and then wept 
tor joy. Was he a^in m a world where chance does not 
leign ? He looked up, and then turned to the God of heaven 
and earth, the God of laws and of order. He gave g^ry to 
him, and confessed that his ways, to us unsearchable, are full 
of wisdom. He was a new man. Tears, indeed, fell at ^e 
gmves of his family ; but he now lived to do good to men, and 
to make others happy. He called a young and worthy couple, 
distant relatives, to fill his house. His home again smiled, 
and peace and omtentment came back, and were his Kidding 
guests. 



LESSON LXVIL 

BSCAPE FROM A PAMTHER. 

OOOPBB. 

1. Elizabeth Temple and Louisa^ had gained the summit 
of the mountain, where they left the highway, and pursued 
their course, under the shade of the stately trees that crowned 
the eminence. The day was becoming warm ; and the girls 
plunged more deeply mto the forest, as they found its invigor- 
atiiig coolness agreeably contrasted to the excessive heat ^ey 
had experienced in their ascent. The conversation, as if by 
mutual consent, was entirely changed to the little incidents 
and scenes of their walk. 

2. In this manner they proceeded along the margin of the 
precipice, catching occasional glimpses of the placid Otsego,^ 

• LoqIMi (Loo^ia.) b Ot-s^; a nnall lake In OtMftO county, New Yodc. 
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or pausiQg %o listen 4o the rattling of wheels and the sounds 
of hanuners that rose from the valley, when Elizaheth sud- 
denly started, and exclaimed, *' Listen! there are the cries 
^ a child on this mountain ! Is there a clearing near us 1 
rt can some little one have strayed from its parents? " 

3. " Such things frequently happen," returned Louisa. 
" Let us follow the sounds ; it may be a wanderer starving 
^m the hilL" Urged by this consideration, the females pur- 
sued the low, mournful sounds that proceeded from the forest, 
with quick and impatient steps. More than once the ardent 
Elizabeth was on the point of announcmg that she saw the 
sufferer, when Louisa caught her by the arm, and, pointing 
bdiind them, cried, '< Look at the dog ! " 

4. The advanced age of Brave had long before deprived 
him of his activity ; and when his companions stopped to view 
the scenery, or to add to their bouquets,*^ the mastiff would 
lay his huge frame on the ground , and await &eir move- 
men'^ with his eyes closed, and a listlessness in his air that 
ill aoeorded with the character of a protector. But when, 
aroused by this cry from Louisa, Miss Temple turned, she 
saw the dog vdth his eyes keenly set on some distant ob- 
ject, his head bent near the ground, and his hair actually 
rising on his body, either through fright or anger. 

6. " Brave ! " said she, " be quiet, Brave ! what do you see, 
fellow ? " At the soimd of her voice, the rage of ^e mastifi^ 
instead of being at all diminished, was very sensibly incieased.^ 
He stalked in front of the ladies, and seated himself at the 
fieet of his mistress, growling louder than before, and occa- 
sionally giving vent to his ire by a short, surly barking. 
<' What does he see ? " said Elizabeth ; " there must be some 
animal in sight." 

6. Hearing no answer from her companion. Miss Temple 
turned her head, and beheld Louisa, standing with her faoe 
whitened to the color of death, and her finger pointing upward 
with a sort of flickering, convulsed motion. The quick eye 
of Elizabeth glanced in the direction indicated by her friend, 
where she saw the fierce front and glaring eyes of a female 

a BouqtMt (boo-kft';) « Donco oT Oomn. 
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pantber, fixed on them in horrid malignity, and i h re a te nii ^ 
instant destruction. 

"" 7. " Let us fly ! " exclaimed Elizabeth, grasping the arm 
of Louisa, whose form yielded like melting snow, and sunk 
lifeless to the earth. There was not a single feeling in the 
temperament of Elizabeth Temple that could prompt her to 
desert a compamon m such an extremity; and she fell on 
her knees by the side of the inanimate Louisa, tearing from 
the person of her friend, with an instinctive readiness, such 
parts of her dress a%might obstruct her respiration, and en- 
couraging their only safeguard, the dog, at the same time, by 
the sounds of her voice. 

8. " Courage, Brave ! " she cried, her own tones beginnmg 
to tremble ; " courage, courage, good Brave ! " A quarter- 
grown cub, that had hitherto been unseen, now appeared^ 
dropping from the branches of a sapling that grew under tiie 
shade of the beech which held its dam. This ignorant but 
vicious creature approached near to the dog, imitating the 
aci'ons and sounds of its parent, but exhibiting a strange 
mixtu^ of the playfulness of a kitten with the ferocity of 
its race. 

9. Standing on its hind legs, it would rend the bark of t 
tree with its fore paws, and play all the antics of a cat, for a 
moment ; and then, by lashing itself with its tail, growling, 
and scratching the earth, it would attempt the manifestation? 
•of anger that rendered its parent so terrific. All this time, 

Brave stood firm and undaunted, his short tail erect, his body 
drawn backward on his haunches, and his eyes following the 
uovements of both dam and cub. 

10. At every gambol played by the latter, it approached 
nearer to the dog, the growling of the three becoming more 
horrid at each moment, until the younger beast, overicaping 
its intended bound, fell directly before the mastiff. There 
was a moment of fearful cries and struggles ; but they ended 
almost as soon as commenced, by the cub appearing in the air, 
hurled from the jaws of Brave with a violence that sent it 
against a tree so forcibly as to render it completely sensejess 

11. Elizabeth witnessed the short struggle, and her blood 
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iras warming with the triumph of the dog, when she sblw the 
form of the panther in the air, springing twenty feet from 
the branch of the beech to the back of the mastiff. No 
words of ours can describe the fury of the conflict that fol- 
lowed. It was a confused struggle on the dried leaves, 
accompanied by loud and terrible cries, barks, and* growls, 

12. So rapid and vigorous were the bounds of the inhabit- 
ant of the forest, that its active frame seemed constantly in 
Ae air, while the dog nobly faced his foe at each successive 
leap. When the panther lighted on Ae shoulders of the 
mastiff, which was its constant aim, old Brave, though torn 
with her talons, and stained with his own blood, that already 
flowed from a dozen wounds, would shake off his furious foe 
like a feather, and, rearing on his hind legs, rush to the fray 
eigain, with his jaws distended, and a dauntless eye. 

13. But age, and his pampered life, greatly disqualified the 
noble mastiff for such a struggle. In every thing but courage 
he was only the vestige of what he had once been. A higher 
bound than ever raised the wary and furious beast far beyond 
the reach of the dog, which was making a desperate but fruit- 
less dash at her, from which she alighted, in a favorable 
position, on the back^of her aged foe. 

14. For a single moment only could the panther remain 
there, the great strength of the dog returning with a convul- 
sive effort. But Elizabeth saw, as Brave fastened his teeth 
in the side of his enemy, that the collar of brass around hia 
neck, which had been glittering throughout the fray, was of 
the color of blood, and, directly, that his frame was sinking 
to the earth, where it soon lay prostrate and helpless. 

15. Several mighty efforts of the wildcat, to extricate her- 
self from the jaws of the dog, followed; but they were frui^ 
less, until the mastiff turned on his back, his lips collapsed, 
and his teeth loosened ; when the short convulsions and stiU, 
ness that succeeded annoimced the death of poor Brave. 

16. Elizabeth now lay wholly at the mercy of the beast 
There is said to be something in the front of the image of 
the Maker that daunts the hearts of the inferior beings of his 

20* 
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creation ; and it would seem that some such power, bt the 
present instance, suspended the threatened blow. 

17. The eyes of the monsvor and the kneeling maiden 
met for an instant, when the former stooped to examine her 
fidlen foe ; next, to scent her lucldess cub. From the latter 
examination it turned, however, with its eyes apparently 
emitting flashes of fire, its tail lashing its sides furiously, and 
its claws projecting for inches from its broad feet. 

18. " Hist ! hist ! " said a low voice ; " stoop lower, girl ; 
your bonnet hides the creature's head." It was rather the 
yielding of nature, than a compliance with this uneiqpected 
order, that caused the head of our heroine to sink on her 
bosom ; when she heard the report of the riflf , the whizzing 
of the bullet, and the enraged cries of the beast, who was 
rolling over on the earth, biting its own flesh, and tearing the 
twigs and branches within its reach. At the next instant, the 
form of Leather-stocking" rushed by her ; and he called aloud, 
' Come ^, Hector ; come in ; 't is a hard-lived animal, and 
may jump again." ^ 

19. Nathan maintamed his position in front of the maid- 
eiis most fearlessly, notwithstanding the violent bounds and 
threatening aspect of the wounded panther, which gave sev- 
eral indications of returning strength and ferocity, until hia 
rifle was again loaded ; when he stepped up to the enraged 
animal, and, placing the muzzle close to its head, every spark 
of life was extinguished by the discharge. 



LESSON LXVm. 

SONG OF THE STARS. 

BHYANT. 

1. When the radiant mom of creation broke. 
And the world in the smile of God awoke. 
And the empty realms of darkness and death 
Were moved through their depths by his mighty laeadii 

A The name of the hunter. 
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And orbs of beauty and spheres of flame 
From the void abyss by myriads came,— 
In the joy of youth, as they darted away 
Through the widening wastes of space to pkyi 
Their silver voices in chorus rung. 
And this was the song the bright ones sung : 

2. " Away, away, through the wide, wide sky, — 
The £Eiir blue fields that before us lie, — 

Each sun,* with the worlds that round him roll, . 
Each {^net, poised on her turning pole ; 
With her isles of green and her clouds of white. 
And her waters that lie like fluid light 

3. " For the source of glory uncovers his face, 
And the brightness overflows unbounded space; 
And we drink, as we go, the luminous tides 

In our ruddy air and our blooming sides ; 
Lo, yonder the living splendors play ; 
Away, on ourgoyous path, away ! 

4. ^ Look, look, through our glittering ranks afiur. 
In the infinite azure, star after star. 

How they brighten and bloom, as they swiftly pass ? 
^ How the verdure runs o'er each rolling mass ! 
And the path of the gentle winds is seen, 
Where the small waves dance and the young woods leaa 

« 5. ''And see, where the brighter day-beams pour. 
How the rainbows ** hang in the sunny shower; 
And the mom and eve, with their pomp of hues, 
Shift o'er the bright planets and shed their dews. 

6. *' Glide on in your beauty, ye youthful spheres, 
To weave the dance that measures the years ; 

' • The fixed stan tre auppoaed to be mine like our own, ht'f\ng (ilanets or woridi 
fBTolTiDg round them. ^ The rainbow is formed of drops of fain or water, which sept 
rate the light jof the sun into its seren primary colors. 
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Glide on, in the glory and gladness sent 

To the farthest wall of the firmament, — 

The houndless visible smile of Him 

To the veil of whose brow your lamps are dim.*" 



LESSON LXIX. 

,]^ TO A STAR.' 

Miss DAVIDSON. 

1. Thou bright glittering star of event. 
Thou gem upon the brow of heaven ! 
Oh! were this fluttering spirit free, 

How quick !t would spread its wings to thee! 

2. How cahnly, brightly, dost thou shine, 
Like the pure lamp in virtue's shrine 1 
Sure the fair world which thou may'st boast 
Was never ransomed, never lost. 

3. There, beings pure as heaven's own air. 
Their hopes, their joys, together share ; 
While hovering angels touch the string. 
And seraphs spread the sheltering wing. 

4. There cloudless days and brilliant nightS; 
Illumed by heaven's refulgent lights ; 
There seasons, years, unnoticed roll, 

, And imregretted by the soul. 

6 Thou little sparkling star of even, 
Thou gem upon an azure heaven ! 
How swiftly will I soar to thee, 
When this imprisoned soul is firee ! 

m ■ '■ ^ 

a PsrhsfM the planet Venus, usually called the evening star, Is allnded to. Hw i 
est of the fixed stars Is suiqposed to be more than seventy Uflioos of i 
the earth. 
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LESSON LXX. 

A GHOST STORY. 

WHITTLB81T. 

1. I HAD heard, in my youth, as I presume most of my 
readers have done, the usual quantity of marvelous tales of 
ghosts, and witches, and spirits; nestled closer toward tiie 
others in the room, when the fearful tale was telling, hardly 
dared to go to bed after it was finished, and when there, cov- 
ered my head closely with the bed-clothes, for fear some awfid 
spectacle would blast my eye-sight, and lay shivering and 
trembling for very terror, until sleep furnished the welcome 
relief. These tales had a wonderful effect upon my imagina- 
tion, and made me very timid when alone, especially at night 

2. I have had the usual experience, too, of fancying appari- 
tions from the moonbeams falling upon the wall, my clothes 
hanging upon the chair, or any other thing which a little light 
and a great deal of imagination could readily convert into the 
semblance of a spirit. But as I always had a proneness to 
investigate every thing, these appearances, upon examination, 
of course were satisfactorily accounted for ; but many times I 
have made the examination when absolutely shivering with 
fear. Several such false alarms rather tended to restore my 
courage, and to convince me that spiritual apparitions were 
Dot quite as common as I had supposed.' 

3. When I was about fifteen years of age, I was low in 
health, and my nervous system was greatly deranged, requir- 
ing some care and change of scene to restore the tone of my 
physical frame. My father sent me to reside with an aged 
clergyman of a small parish in a quiet and secluded town in 
Connecticut. I occupied a small, neat bed-room, the bed in 
w^hich was hung with curtains of dark calico ; and the whole 
CDom and furniture had a somewhat somber and antique air, 
in perfect keeping with the house, the place, and the owner. 

4. One night I awoke, and found myself lying on my back ; 
and saw, sitting upon the side of tl^e bed and just at the part- 
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ing of the curtain, in a line between my eyes and the vrindow, 
t very aged man. The spectacle struck me with some sor- 
prise at first, but no dread. I could see distinctly ^e bed 
curtains, the furniture of the room, the old bureau of dailr 
wood, with its filigree-work, and brass handles, my owr 
clothes hanging on a chair, the window and the stars shining 
through it, and that figure sitting upon the side of my bed. 

6. Every thing was well known and familiar except the 
figure. That was the figure of a very old man, clad in o 
Quaker* garb, with a rusty, broad-brimmed hat upon his head, 
a rusty and thread-bare suit of gray clothes, as if they had 
I been much worn ; large buttons upon his coat ; a vest, with 
Inroad and wide flaps ; small clothes upon his spindle legs, 
with large, old-fashioned buckles at the knees, which I ccuJd 
see just at the edge of the bed, below which his feet hui^ 
down out of sight. 

6. I did not at first pay much attention to his face. Soon 
my eyes were attracted to that, when I perceived it was deep- 
ly wrinkled, and ashy pale, with a beard of long, thin, white 
hair, which hung quite down to his bosom in straggling 
snowy locks. The eye was white and lusterless, and immov- 
able, and was fixed upon me with a dead, stony gaze, but 
wholly devoid of vitality or expression. There was no move- 
ment of muscle, limb, or feature, but there seemed to be a 
fascination in that gaze which riveted my own sight, without 
the power of withdrawing it. 

7. Soon a sensation of fear began to creep over me, which 
by degrees amounted to terror, and the very agony of horror. 
The blood absolutely froze in my veins, and I could feel my 
hair rising on end, while great drops of sweat stood on my 
forehead, and a sense of sufibcation and dread pervaded my 
whole frame. The same stony gaze was riveted upon mc, 
looking directly into my own eyes, which I could not remove 
from the revolting object 

• The sect of Quakers, prop^y Friends, originated from George Fox. of En^and 
iboot A. D. 1647. 
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8. I strove to breathe, speak, shout, raise my hand, or move 
my eyes. I seemed to struggle, but alll m Vam, while a 
breathless horror grew more and more oppressive. At length, 
in the violence of efibrt, I succeeded in moving a limb, when 
the figure, without changing its position, without motion, and 
with the same look, posture, and attitude, gradually, ^ut rapid- 
ly, grew thinner and more shadowy, until I could see the mere 
outline and the very stars through it, when it completely van- 
ished, vanished into thin air, and nothing was visible but the 
familiar fiimiture of the room. 

9. The oppression and terror of feeling gradually disap 
peared, also ; but it was long before I could compose myself 
to reflect rationaUy upon what I had seen. I soon, however 
became satisfied I had evidently been lajwring under the influ- 
ence of nightmare, when I was either actually awake, or when 
my dream had supplied all the well known objects, and imagi- 
nation had conjured up this as one of the hideous visions of 
such disease. 

10. As soon as the paroxysm passed ofiT, and the stagnant 
blood began again to fiow, the terrible vision vanished. This 
is my ghost story, and it has satisfied me of the true theory 
oi supernatural apparitions. If 1 was a philosopher, I should 
urge that these visions were conjured up by physical disease, 
and that the disease itself accounts for the sensation of hor- 
ror and dread attending the apparition. But I am no }^ilos- 
opher, and shall leave others to draw their own inferences. 

11. I have only related a simple and veritable fact, which 
)ccnrred to myself. I ha/e seen no ghosts since, and fear 
none, except as they are harbingers, or rather attendants, upon 
a dis^uie, which is at all times distressing, and, doubtless 
sometimes fatal. I have related the tale to dispel, if possible 
tlie idle terrors of supernatural appantions, as unfounded in 
reason, philosophy, and religion. 
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LESSON LXXl. 

DIAGINART DEDICATION OF A HEATHEN TEMPLE. 

WARE. ^ 

1. As we drew near to the lofty fabric, I thought that no 
scene of such various beauty and magnificence, had ever met 
my eye. The temple itself is a work of unrivaled art. In 
size it surpasses any other building of the same kind in RoniC, 
erd for the excellence of workmanship, and purity of design, 
although it may fall below the standard of Hadrian's* age, 
yet for a certain air of grandeur, and luxuriance of invention, 
in its details, and lavish profusion of embellishment in gold 
and silver, no temple, or other edifice of any preceding age, 
ever, perhaps, resembled it. 

2. Its order is Corinthian, of the Roman form, and the 
entire building is surrounded by its slender columns, each 
composed of a single piece of marble. Upon the front is 
wrought Apollo'' surrounded, by the Hours.* The western 
extremity is approached by a flight of steps, of the same 
breadth as the temple itself. At the eastern, there extends 
beyond the walls, to a distance equal to the length of the 
building, a marble platform, upon which stands the altar of 
sacrifice, and which is ascended by various flights of steps, 
some little more than a gently rising plain, up which the 
beasts are led that are destined to the altar.* 

3. When this vast extent of wall and column, of the most 
dazzling brightness came into view, every where covered, to- 
gether with the surrounding temples, palaces, and theaters 
with a dense mass of human beings, of all climes and regions, 
dressed out m theu richest attire — music, from innumerable 
instruments, filling the heavens with harmony — shouts of the 
pxoud and excited populace, every few moments, and from dit 
ferent points, as Aurelian* advanced, shaking the air with its 

a Uft%i-an, or A'dri-an ; a Roman emperor, succeasor to Trajan. ^ A-poFlo ; the aoa 
of Jupiter and Latona. In mythology the god of all the fine arts, o Hours ; the god- 
d ee w i of the aeaaona, blossoms, kc d The ancient Greeks and Romans oflbrad haaata 
to sacrifice to conciliate the feror ot their gods. • Au-xeli-an ; a Roman empezor o 
mUltanr abUitiee, who died A. D. 276. 
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dirilling din — the neighing of horses, the frequent blasts of 
the trumpet — the whole made more solemnly imposing by th^ 
vast masses of cloud, which swept over the sky, now sudden 
ly unveiling, and again eclipsing the sun^ the great god of this 
idolatry, and from which few could withdraw their gaze ; when, 
at once, this all broke upon my eye and ear, I was like a 
cMd, who before had never seen aught but his own village, 
and his own rural temple, in the effect wrought upon me, and 
the passiveness with which I abandoned myself to the sway 
of the senses. 

4. Not one there was more ravished by the outward circum- 
stances and show. I thought of Bome's thousand years, of 
her power, her greatness, and universal empire, and, for a 
noment, my step was not less proud than that of Aurelian. 

6 But after that moment, when the senses had had their 
(ill, when the eye had seen the glory, and t&e ear had fed 
upon ^e harmony and the praise, then I thought and felt 
very difierently ; sorrow and compassion for these gay multi- 
tudes were in my heart ; prophetic forebodings of disaster, 
ctanger, and ndn to those, to whose sacred cause I had linked 
myself, made my tongue to falter in its speech, and my limbs 
10 tremble. 

6. I thought that the superstition, which was u][^ld by the 
wealth and the power, whose manifestations were before me, 
had its root in the very center of the earth, fer too deep down, 
for a few, like myself, ever to reach them. I was like one 
whose last hope of life and escape is suddenly struck away. 
I was roused from these meditations by our arrival at the 
eastern front of the temple. Between the two central col- 
umns, on a throne of gold and ivory, sat the emperor of the 
world, surrounded by the senate, the colleges of augurs and 
haruspices,* and by the priests of the various temples of the 
ea{Htal, all in their peculiar costume. 

f . Then Fronto,** tiie priest of the temple, when the crier 
tta^ pvockumed that the hour of worship and sfurrifice had 

• Ha-rut'lil-CM ; Bomaii MoUMayen. * Fron^ j a BonuB wrlt« of disUQCtlaiL 
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tome, and had commanded silence to be observed, standii^ H 
the altar, glittering in his white and golden robes, like a mes- 
senger of light, bared his head, and lifting his face up toward 
the sun, offered, in clear and sounding tones, the prayer of 
dedication. As he came toward the close of his prayer, he 
as is so usual, with loud and almost frantic cries, and importu- 
nate repetition, called upon the god to hear him, and then, 
with appropriate names and praises, invoked the fatner of 
gods and*men, to be present and hear. 

8 Just as he had thus solemnly invoked Jupiter* by name, 
and was about to call on the other gods in the same manner, 
the clouds, which had been deepening and darkening, suddenly 
obscured the sun ; a distant peal of thunder rolled along the 
heavens, and, at the same moment, from the dark recesses of 
the temple, a voice of preternatural power came forth, pro- 
claiming, so that the whole multitude heard the words, — 
"God is but one ; the King eternal, inmiortal, invisible ! " 

9. It is impossible to describe the horror that seized those 
multitudes. Many cried out with fear, and each seemed to 
shrink behind the other. Paleness sat upon every face. The 
priest paused, as if struck by a power from above. Even the 
brazen Pronto was appalled. Aurelian leaped from his seat, 
and by his countenance, white and awe-struck, showed that to 
him it came, as a voice from the gods. He spoke not, but 
stood gazing at the dark entrance into the temple, from which 
the sound had come. 

10. Pronto hastily approached him, and whispering but one 
word, as it were, into his ear, the emperor started ; the spell 
that hound him was dissolved, and recovering himself, making, 
indeed, as though a very different feeling had possessed him, 
cried out, in fierce tones to his guards, " Search the temple ; 
some miscreant, hid away among the columns, profanes thus 
the worship and the place. Seize him and drag him forth to 
mstant death ! " The guards of the emperor, and the servants 
of the temple, rushed in at that bidding. They soon emerged 

• Jupiter WM nfwded bj the Ramana as the father of gods and men. 
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laying that the search wa& fruitless. The temple, in all iti 
aisles and apartments, was empty. 

11. The heavens were again ohfecured hy thick clouds, 
which, accimiulating into dark masses, began now nearer atid 
nearer to shoot forth lightning, and roll their thunders. The 
priest commenced the last office, prayer to the god to whom 
the new temple had been tlius solemnly consecrated. • He 
again bowed his head, and again lifted up his voice. But no 
sooner had he invoked the god of tne temple, and besought 
his ear, than again, from its dark interior, the same awful 
sounds issued forth, this time saying, " Thy gods, O Rome, 
are false and lying gods ! God is but one ! " 

12. Aurelian, pale as it seemed to me with superstitious 
fear, strove to shake it off, giving it, artfully and with violence 
the appearance of offended dignity. His voice was a shriek, 
rather than a human utterance, as it cried out, " This is but a 
Christian device ; search the temple, till the accursed Naza- 
rene** be found, and hew him piecemeal ! " More he would 
have said ; but, at the instant, a bolt of lightning shot from 
the heavens, and lighting upon a large sycamore which shaded 
a part of the temple court, clove it in twain. 

13. The swollen cloud at the same moment burst, and a 
deluge of rain fell upon the city, the temple, the gazing multi- 
tudes, and the kindled altars. The sacred fires'* went out, in 
hissing darkness; a tempest of wind whirled the limbs.of the 
slaughtered victims into the air, and abroad over the neighbor- 
ing streets. All was confusion, uproar, terror, and dismay. 
The crowds sought safety in the houses of the nearest inhabit- 
ants, and the porches of the palaces. Aurelian and the sena- 
tors, and those nearest him, fled to the interior of the 
temp e. 

14. The heavens blazed with the quick flashing of the 
jghtmng; and the temple itself seemed to rock beneath the 
voice of the thunder. I never knew in Rome so terrific a 
tempest The stoutest trembled ; for life hung by a thread. 

a Nazarene' ; a native of Nazareth ; a follower of Jesus of Nazareih. b Sacred firea 
IBM lupC oooilanUy burning on the altars in the heathen temples 
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Great numbers, it has now l)een found, in >yery part of the 
capital, fell a prey to the fiery bolts. The Capitol itself was 
struck, and the brass statue of Vespasian^in the forum, thrown 
down and partly melted. The Tiber in a few hours overran 
its banks, and laid much of the city and its borders under 
water. 



LESSON LXXn. 



1. "There come the bufialoes themselves, and a noble 
herd it is." Every eye was now drawn to the striking speo 
tacle that succeeded. A few enormous bisons were first dis- 
covered scouring along the most distant roll of the prairie, and 
then succeeded long files of single beasts, which, in their turns, 
were followed by a dark mass of bodies, until the dun colored 
herbage of the plain was entirely lost in the deeper hue of 
their shaggy coats. 

2. The herd, as the column spread and thickened, was like 
the endless flocks of the smaller birds, whose extended flanks 
are so often seen to heave up out of the abyss of the heavens, 
until they appear as countless as the leaves in those forests 
over which they wing their endless flight. 

3. Clouds of dust shot up in little columns from the center 
of the mass, as some animal more furious than the rest plowed 
the plam with his horns, and, from time to time, a deep, hol- 
low Ifellowing was borne along on the wind, as though a 
thousand throats vented their plaints in a discordant murmur- 
ing. 

4. A long and musing silence reigned m the party, as they 
gazed on this spectacle of wild and peculiar grandeur. It was 

at length broken by the trapper, who, having been long accus- 

• - 

« Ves-pi'si-an ; a Roman emperor of rare Tirtues, who died A. D. 79. ^ BI'Mm; tht 
American ox, being fbrnid only In North America, ft ia cHaOngHlsbed by Itae fMM pio* 
Jactloa 0T«r Iti fore fhoulders, and denae hair growiaf vpon %im hm 
horua. 
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tomad to similar sights, felt less of its influence, or rather felt 
it in a less thrilling and absorbing manner, than those to whom 
the scene was more novel. " There," said he, " go ten thou- 
sand oxen in one drove^ without keeper or master, except Him 
who made them, and gave them these open plains for their 
pasture! 

5. " But the herd is heading a little this way, and it behooves 
us to make ready for their visit. If we hide ourselves, alto* 
gether, the homed brutes will break through the place, and 
trample us beneath their feet, like so many creeping worms ; 
so we will just put the weak ones apart, and take post, as 
becomes men and hunters, in the van." 

6. As there was but little time to make^ the necessary 
•rrangements, the whole party set about them in good earnest 
By the vacilk^ting movements of some fifty or a hundred 
males, that led the advance, it remained questionable, for 
many moments, what course they intended to pursue. 

7. But a tremendous and painful roar, which came from 
behind the cloud of dust that rose in the center of the herd, 
and which was horridly answered by the screams of carrion 
Inrds, that were greedily sailing directly above the flying drove, 
appeared to give a new impulse to their flight, and at once to 
i«move every symptom of indecision. 

8. As if glad to seek the smallest signs of the forest, the 
whole of the affrighted herd became steady in its direction, 
rushing in a straight line toward the little cover of Inures 
which has already been so often named. The appearance at 
lUmger was now, in reality, of a character to try the stoutest 
nerves. 

9. The flanks rf ihe dark, moving mass, were advanced in 
such a manner as to make a concave line rf the front, and 
every fierce eye, that was glaring firom the shaggy wilderness 
of hair, in which the entire heads of the maks were envel- 
Ofcd, waa riveted with mad anxiety on the thicket 

10. It seemed as if each beast strove to outstrip his neigh- 
bor kk gaimng this desired cover, and as thousands in the lear 

21* 
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pressed blindly on those in frotit, there was the appearance rf 
an imminent risk that the leaders of the herd would be pr^ 
cipitated on the concealed party, in which case the destructioii 
of every one of them was certain. Each of our adventurers 
felt the danger of his situation in a manner peculiar to his 
individual character and circumstances. 

11. The old man, who had stood all this while letning on 
his rifle, and regarding the movements of the b?ra with a 
steady eye, now deemed it time to strike his blew. Leveling 
his piece at the foremost bison, with an agility that would have 
done credit to his youth, he fired. 

1£'. The animal received the bullet on the matted hair be- 
tween his horns, and fell to his knees ; but, shaking his head, 
he instantly arose, the very shock seeming to increase his 
exertions. There was now no longer time to hesitate. Throw- 
ing down his rifle, the trapper stretched forth his arms, and 
advanced from the cover with naked hands, directly towards 
the rushing column of the beasts. 

13. The figure of a man, when sustained by the firmness 
and steadmess that intellect only can impart, rarely fails of 
eommanding respect from aU the inferior animals of the crea- 
tion. The leading bisons recoiled, and, for a single instant, 
there was a sridden stop to their speed, a dense mass of bodies 
rolling up in front, until hundreds were seen floundering and 
l^umbling on the plain. 

14. Then came another of those hollow bellowings from 
the rear, and set the herd again in motion. The head of the 
column, however, divided ; the immovable form of the trapper 
cutting it, as it were, into two gliding streams of life. Middle- 
ton' and Paul' instantly profited by his example, and extended 
the feeble barrier by a similar exhibition of their own per- 
sons. 

15. For a few moments, the new impulse given to the ani- 
mals in front served to protect the thicket. But, as the body 
of the herd pressed more and more upon the open line of its 
defenders, and the dust thickened so as to obscure tuelr per- 

* NaiDMOf ths penont engafod in tho buntuif excumoo. 
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sons, th3re was, at each instant, a renewed danger of the 
beasts breaking through. 

16. It became necessary for the trapper and his com ran- 
ions to become still more and more alert ; and they were grad- 
ually yielding before the headlong muhitude, when a furious 
male darted by Middleton, so near as to brush his person, and 
at the next instant swept through the thicket with the ve- 
locity of -the wind. 

17. All their efforts would have proved fruitless, Jiowever, 
against the living torrent, had not Asinus, whose domains had 
just been so rudely entered, lifted his voice in the midst of the 
uproar. The most sturdy and furious of the animals trembled 
at the alarming and unknown cry, and then each individual 
brute was seen madly pressing from that very thicket, which, 
the moment before, he had endeavored to reach with the same 
sort of eagerness as that with which the murderer seeks the 
sanctuary. 

18. As'the stream divided, the place became clear ; the two 
dark columns moving obliquely from the copse to unite again 
at the distance of a mile on its opposite side. The instant the 
old man saw the sudden effect which the voice of Asinus had 
produced, he coolly conunenced reloading his rifle, indulging, 
at the same time, in a most heartfelt fit of his silent and 
peculiar merriment. 

19. The uproar which attended the passage of the herd, 
was now gone, or rather it was heard rolling along the prairie, 
at the distance of a mile. The clouds of dust were already 
blown away by the wind, and a clear range was left to the 
e}'e in that place where, ten minutes before, there existed such 
a strange scene of wildness and confusion. 
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LESSON LXXnL 

80NO OF THE PILaRim. 
VPHAM. 

1. Thb Ireeze has swelled the whitening safl, 
The blue waves curl beneath the gale, 
And, bounding with the wave and wind, 
We leave old England's shores behind ; 
Leave behind our native shore, 
Homes, and all we ioved before. 

8. The deep may dash, the winds may blow, 

The storm ^read out its wings of woe. 

Till sailors' eyes can see a shroud 

Hung in the folds of every cloud ; 

Still, as long as life shall last, 

From that shore we '11 speed us fast 
* 

3. For we would rather never be, 

Than dwell where mind can not be free, 
But bows beneath a despot's rod 
E'en where it seeks to worship God. 

Blasts of heaven, onward sweep ! 

Bear us o'er the troubled deep ! 

4. O, see what wonders meet our eyes ! 
Another land and other skies ! 
Columbian hills have met our view ! 
Adieu ! Old England's shores, adieu ! 

Here, at length, our feet shall rest, 
Hearts be free, and homes be blest, 

5. As long as yonder firs shall spread 

Their green arms o'er the mountain's head; 
As long as yonder cliff shall stand. 
Where join the ocean and the land, — 

Shall those clifk and mountains be 

Proud retreats for liberty. 
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6. Now to Ae King of Ungs we 'U raise 
The psean* loud of sacred praise, 
More loud than sounds the swelling breeze, 
More loud than speak the rolling seas ! 

Happier lands have met our view ! 

En^nd*^ shores, adieu ! adieu ! 



LESSON LXXIV. 

WESTERN EMIGRATION. 

HUMPH&BTB. 

[The reader m^y scan the following piece, and tell to what kiiuf 
^ poetry, and to what fbrm it belongs. See page 68.] 

1. With all that 's ours, together let us rise, 
, Seek brighter plains, and more indulgent skies , 
Where fair Ohio rolls his amber tide, 
Aiid nature blossoms in her virgSi pride ; 
Where all that Beauty's hand can form to please, 
Shall crown the toils of war with rural ease. 

2 The shady coverts and the sunny hills. 
The gentle lapse of eve'^murmuring rills. 
The soft repose amid the noontide bowers, 
The evening walk among the blushing flowers. 
The fragrant groves that yield a sweet perfume, 
And vernal glories in perpetual bloom. 
Await you there ; and heaven shall Mess the toil ; — 
Your own the produce, and your own the soU* 

& There cities rise, and spiry towns increase, 
With gilded domes and every art of peace. 
Inhere Cultivation shall extend his poWer, 
Sear the green blade, and nurse the tender flower; 
Make the fkir villa** in full splendors smile, 
And robe with verdure all the genial soiL 



ftFB'an; aiongortrtuiopi]. b ViUa; acounuy MMierfiaiik 
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4. There shall rich Commerce court the favorii^^ gB^ 
And wondering wilds admire the passing sails, 
Where the bold ships the stormy Huron brave, 
Where wild Ontario' rolls the whitening wave. 
Where fair Ohio his pure current pours, 
And Mississippi** laves the extended shores. 

6. And thou, Supreme ! whose hand sustains this ball 
Before whose nod the nations rise and fall. 
Propitious smile, and shed diviner charms 
On this blest land, the queen of arts and arms ; 
Make the great empire rise on wisdom's plan, 
The seat of i)liss, and last retreat of man. 



LESSON LXXV. \ 

THE INDU^,*^ AS HE WAS, AND AS HE IS.. 

BPRAOUK. 

1. Not many generations ago, where you now sit circled 
with all that exalts and embellishes civilized life, the rank 
thistle nodded in the wind, and the wild fox dug his hole 
unscared. Here lived and loved another race of beings 
Beneath the same sun that rolls over your heads, the Indian 
hunter pursued the panting deer ; gazing on the same moon 
that smiles for. you, the Indian lover wooed his dusky mate. 

2. Here the wigwam blaze beamed on the tender and help- 
less, the council-fire glared on the wise and daring. Now 

they paddled the light canoe along your rocky shores. Here I 

they warred ; the echoing whoop, the bloody grapple, the de- 
fying death-song, all were here ; and when the tiger strife was ' | 
over, here curled the smoke of peace. 

3. Here, too, they worshiped ; and from many a dark bosom 
went up a pure prayer to the Great Spirit. He had not writ- 

• On-tii'ri-o. b Mia-sla-sip'pe. e The origin of the Inoiafw in thU country ta on- 
Known. The most reasonalde sapposition aeema to be, that they came o?er from thr 
•Mtom continent by way of Bbering^f itnit. 
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ten "his laws for them on tahles of stone, but he had traced 
them on the tables of their hearts. The poor child of nature 
knew not the God of revelation, but the God of the universe 
he acknowledged in every thing around. 

4. He beheld him in the star that sunk in beauty behmd 
his lonely dwelling ; in the sacred orb that flamed on him 
from his mid-day throne ; in the flower that snapped in the 
morning breeze; in the lofty pine, that defied a thousand 
whirlwinds ; in the timid warbler, that never left his native 
grove ; in the fearless eagle, whose untired pinion was wet m 
clouds ; in the worm that crawled at his feet ; and in his own 
matchless form, glowing with a spark of that light, to whose 
mysterious Source he bent in humble, though blind, adoration. 

5. And all this has passed away. Across the ocean came 
a pilgrim bark, bearing the seeds of life and death. The 
former were sown for you ; the latter sprang up in the path 
of the simple native. Two hundred years have changed the 
character of a great continent, and blotted forever from its 
face a yhole peculiar people. Art has usurped the bowers 
of nature, and the anointed children of education have been 
too powerful for the tribes of the ignorant. 

6. Here and there a stricken few remain ; but how unlike 
(heir bold, untamed, untameable progenitors ! The Indian of 
falcon glance and lion bearing, the theme of the touching 
ballad, the hero of the pathetic tale, is gone ! and his degraded 
ofllspring crawl upon the soil where he walked in majesty, to 
remind us how miserable is man, when the foot of the con- 
queror is on his neck. 

-7. As a race, they have withered from the land. Their 
arrows are broken, their springs are dried up, their cabins in 
the dust. Their council-fire has long since gone out on the 
shore, and their war-cry is fast dying to the untrodden west 
Slowly and sadly they climb the distant mountains, and read 
their doom in the setting sun. They are shrinking before the 
mighty tide which is pressing them away ; they must soon 
hear die roar of the last wave, which will settle over them 
forever. '^ 
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8. Ages hence, the inquisitive white roan, asJie stands by 
'Wne growing city, will ponder on the stmctuie of their di» 
torbed remains, and wonder to what manner of person they 
belonged. They will live only in the songs and chroniclei 
of their exterminators. Let these be faithful to their mde 
virtues as men, and pay due tribute to their unhappy fiite at 
a people. 



LESSON LXXVL 



THE CAPTIVE CHIEF. 



!• Pale was the hue of his faded cheek, 

As it leaned on his cold, damp pillow ; 
And deep the heave of his troubled breast 

As the lift of the ocean billow ; 
For he thought of the days when his restless foot 

Through the pathless forest bounded, 
And the festive throng by the hunting fire, 

Where the chase-song joyously sounded. 

8 He had stood in the deadly ambuscade, 

Whil^ his warriors were falling around him ; 
He had stood unmoved at the torturing stake, 

Where the foe in his wmth had boimd him ; 
He had mocked at pain in every form, 

Had joyed in the post of danger ; 
But his spirit was crushed by the dungeon's gl( 

And the chain of the ruthless stranger. 



3. I will go to my tent, and lie down in despair ; 
I will paint me with black, and will severmy hail 
I will sit on the shore, where the hurricane blows 
And reveal to the god of the tempest my woes 
I will weep for a season, on bitterness fed, 
For my kindred are gone to the hills of the dead ; 
But they die not of hunger, or lingering decay ; 
The steel of the white man hath swept them away. 
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LESSON LXXVIL 

MAMMOTH CAVE IN KENTUCKY. 

1. Now, reader, if you will take my hand and use my eyes 
a little while, I will render you all the aid I can in seeing 
•uch wonders as would attract millions of beholders, if they 
were near tiie hanks of the Hudson or the Thames, instead 
o( the beautiful Kentucky " Green River." 

2. Down the main branch we go, then, for two miles, stop- 
ping by the way at " the Doctor's House,"' to leave our hats, 
wearing handkerchiefs instead, till we reach the " Steam- 
boat,"** an immense rock bearing that name. Just behind 
this is an avenue, with a narrow mouth, which you de- 
scend, stooping for some rods, and pursue for two miles or 
more. 

3. You pass, on your way, by a narrow and slippery path, 
" the bottomless pit," a frightful chasin one hundred and sixty 
feet in depth; down which we hurled rocks and stones, that 
were several seconds in reaching the bottom, with fainter and 
fainter reverberations from the rocky cliffs below. Near this 
is " the Dead Sea," at the side of which you descend by a 
ladder several feet. 

4. You leave this branch and ascend again, till you enter 
the " winding way,"** which is one hundred and five jrards 
long, and one of the most crooked, zigzag paths that can b#» 
conceived. The roof is not more than four and a half feet 
high, and the path, which at some day seems to have been a 
water-channel, is about fifteen or twenty inches wide; the 
sides rising abbut two and a half feet perpendicularly, but 
hollowed out suflficiently above that, to admit the free use of ' 
the arms. A man of ordinary size can easily thread this 
labyrinth. 

5. Hurrying past a clear, beautiful cascade, descending 
some thirty feet from the roof, we reach the " river Styx,*** 

* Doctor's House ; a name given to one of the apartmenu of thia cave, b These 
oamee are given in consequence of some resemblance thej bear to other objects,- or in 
lionor of some distinguished person, e So named from tbe mythological river Styx, of 
which OkMT'on was ferryman. 
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where a skiflf it waiting. After crossing the first branch ol 
the riyer, one hundred and fifty 3rards, you reach two littk 
streams which are usually crossed by a skiff. 

6. Crossing another branch of the river, two hundred yards 
m length, we came to the " river Jordan," which is three 
fourths of a mile long, about twenty-five feet broad, at least 
three hundred feet beneath the surface of the earth, and nol 
far from five miles from the mouth of the cave. The rivet 
18 of uniform width, and of considerable depth. 

7. The roof is of solid rock, forming a regular arch from 
the water ; now rising to a height of twenty or thirty feet, 
and then falling so low that all must stoop, or have broken 
heads. It is in this river that the eyeless fish are touna, one 
of which I saw. They are about six inches long, of the form 
of a catfish, or "bull-head," of New England, but nearly 
white and translucent. They are without eyes, or even 
sockets for them. 

8. Safely across the "Jordan," let us hasten on to the 
points of exciting interest beyond. Passing through " Sil- 
liman's* Avenue," you enter and climb up the rugged sides of 
" the Vinejrard " by a ladder. Here you are surrounded by 
" surges of rocks," as some one called them, mostly of a 
spherical form, and completely encrusted with a formation 
resembling clusters of grapes of a purple color. For a hun- 
dred feet or more around the waUs are covered in this way. 

9. A few steps to the right of the vineyard is " the Holy 
Sepulcher." You climb up the almost perpendicular side 
of the cave, at considerable risk, to a beautiful gateway of 
stalactites, just large enough to admit the person ; and one 
of the most unique and enchanting sights greets you that 
3yes ever beheld. It is a room about thirty-five feet long and 
fifteen wide, with a low arched roof, which at the end you 
enter is hung with the most beautiful, coral-like stalactites. 

10. In the center of the room is a cavity, perfectly regular 
about fifteen feet long by ^ve wide and six deep; having 
every appearance of a newly formed grave, and all of solid 

* SiUiman ; a disUnguished mineralogist and chemist of Yale GoUa|itt. 
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rock. It is a perfect gem among all the curiosities of this 
most curious cave. It is suited to awaken associations of 
solemn interest to the stricken heart You feel amply repaid 
for the difficult scramble up, and the more difficult task of 
getting down. 

11. The most imaginative poets never conceived or painted 
a place of such exquisite beauty and loveliness as " Cleve* 
land's* Cabmet," into which you now pass. Were the wealth 
of princes bestowed on the most skillful lapidaries, with the 
view of rivaling the splendors of this single chamber, the at- 
tempt would be vain. How, then, can I hope to give you a 
conception of it ? Ydti must see it ; and you will then feel 
that all attempt at description is futile. 

12. It is a perfect arch, of about fifty feet span, of an aver- 
age height of about ten feet in the center ; just high enough 
to be viewed with ease in all its parts. It is encrusted from 
end to end with the most beautiful formations, in every vari- 
ety of form. The base of the whole is carbonate of lime,** in 
part of dazzling whiteness, and perfectly smooth, and in othei 
places crystalized so as to glitter like diamonds in the light. 

13. Growing from this, in endlessly diversified forms, is a 
substance resembling selenite,*^ translucent, and imperfectly 
laminated. Some of the crystals bear a striking resemblance 

- to branches of celery, and are of about the same length ; 
while others, a foot or more in length, have the appearance 
and color of vanilla cream candy ; others are set in the car- 
bonate of lime in the form of a rose ; and others still roll out 
from the base in forms resembling the ornaments on the cap* 
ital of a Corinthian** column. 

14. Some of the incrustations are massive and splendid; 
others are as delicate as a lily, or as fancy work of shell oi 
wax. Think of traversing an arched way like this for a mile 
and a half, and all the wonders of the tales of youth, " Ara- 

a Cleveland ; a diatinguished mineralogist and chemist of Bowdoln College, b Car 
Donate of linie; limestone. eSel'e-nite; crystalized sulphate of lime, or plaster cA 
paris. d Corinthian ; of the Corinthian order of architecture, more ornamental thu 
(be Dorir or looie. 
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bmn Nights,'*' and all, seem tame, compared with the linng, 
growiog reality. Yes, growing reality; for the process k 
going on hefnre your eyes. Successive coats of these incrus 
tations have been perfected and crowded off by others ; so 
that hundreds of tons of these gems lie at your feet, and are 
crushed as you pass, while the work of restoring the oma- 
raents is proceeding around you. 

l§ Here and there, through the whole extent, you will 
koA openings in die sides, into which you may thrust the per- 
ion, and often stand erect in little grottos, perfectly encrusted 
iirith a delicate white substance, reflecting the light from a 
thousand glittering points. All the way you might have 
heard us exclaiming, " Wonderful ! " " Wonderful ! " 



LESSON LXXVnL 

THE SAME SUBJECT, CONGLXTDBIK 

1. Wrra general unity of form and appearance, there is 
considerable variety in " the Cabinet." The " Snow-ball 
Room," for example, is a section of the cave described above, 
some two hundred feet in length, entirely different from the- 
adjacent parts; its appearance being aptly indicated by its 
name. 

^ 2. If a himdred rude school-boys had but an hour before 
completed their day's sport by throwing a thousand snow-balls 
against the roof, while an equal number were scattered about 
the floor, and all petrified, it would have presented precisely 
such a scene as you witness in this room of nature's frolics. 
So far as I know, these "snow-balls" are a perfect anomaly** 
ftmong the strange forms of crystalization. 

3. Leaving the quiet and beautiful " Cabmet," you come 
(Middenly upon the " Rocky Mountams," furnishing a contrast 

» Arabiaa Niffhti; a celebrated collection of EaMem talee. b Anomalyi that wldob 
ttvtataa ftom rule. 
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so bold and striking as almost to startle you. Clambering up 
die rotigh side, some thirty feet, you pass close under the roof 
of the cavern you have left, and find before you an immeniso 
transverse cave, one hundred feet or more from the ceiling to 
the floor, with a huge pile of rocks half filling the hither side 

4. Taking the left hand branch, you arc soon brought to 
' Crogan's Hall," which is nine miles from the mouth, and is 

the farthest point explored in that direction. The " Hall " is 
fifty or sixty feet in diameter, and perhaps thirty-five feel 
high, of a semi-circular form. Fronting you, as you enter, 
are massive stalactites,* ten or fifteen feet in length, attached 
to the rock, like sheets of ice, and of a brilliant color. 

5. The rock pirojects near the floor, and then recedes, with 
a regular and graceful curve or swell, leaving a cavity of sev 
eral feet in width, between it and the floor. At ^tervals 
around this swell, stalactites of various forms are suspended, 
and behind die sheet of stalactites first described are numer- 
ous stalagmites'* in fanciful forms. 

6. In the center of this hall, a very large stalactite hangs 
from the roof; and a corresponding stalagmite rises from the 
floor about three feet in height, and a foot in diameter, of an 
amber color, perfectly smooth and translucent, like the other 
formations. On your right is a deep pit, down which the 
water dashes from a cascade that pours from the roof. 

7. Other avenues could most likely be found by descending 
the sides of the pit, if any one has the courage to attempt the 
descent We hastened back to the " Rocky Mountains," and 
took the branch which we left at our right on emerging from 
the Cabinet. Pursuing the uneven path for some distance. 
we reached " Serene's Arbor." The descent to the " Arbor' 
seemed so perilous, from the position of the loose rocks around, 
that several of the party would not venture. 

8. Those of us who scrambled down, regarded this as the 
crowning object of interest. The " Arbor" is not more than 
twelve feet in diameter, and of about the same height, of a 

• Su-lac^ltea ; iee nole, pige 160. b Sta-lag'intte ; a depMite of carhonat« of lime 
go the floon of caTeras. 

. 22* Q 
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circalar fonn ; but is of itself, floor, sides, roof and ornaments 
one perfect, seamless stalactite, of a beautiful hue, and ex- 
quisite workmanship. Folds or blades of stalactical mattei 
hang like drapery around the sides, reaching half way to the 
floor ; and opposite the door a canopy of stone projects, ele- 
gantly ornamented, as if it were the resting-place of a fairy 
^bride. 

9. Every thing seemed fresh and new. Indeed, the invis- 
ible architect has not quite finished this master-piece ; for you 
can see the pure water trickling down its tiny channels, and 
perfecting the delicate points of some of the stalactites* Vic- 
toria,' with all her splendor, has not in Windsor Castle'' so 
beautiful an apartment as " Sereno's Arbor." Reluctantly 
leaving the " Arbor," we reiiscended the " Rocky Mountains,** 
and passed leisurely through the " Cabinet." 

10. we visited, on our return, an immense dome, viewing 
it from a window broken into its side. Although illuminated 
with a Bengal light, neither the floor or ceiling were visible 
It must be two hundred feet high, and one hundred and fift} 
feet in circumference. 

11. Directly over this dome is the " Bat Room," which we 
were too weary to visit. We spent a moment in the " Bacon 
Room," answering well to its name. If two or three himdred 
hams were suspended from the ceiling of a low room, at per- 
fectly regular intervals, each in a canvass sack, the appearance 
would be similar to that presented here. 

12. At about six o'clock we made our way out of the cave, 
having been eleven hours in the bowels of the earth. And 
now I would say to the reader, do not omit any good oppor- 
tunity of visiting the Mammoth Cave of Kentucky, for here 
you may see two hundred and twe!ity-six avenues, forty-seven 
iomes, with a subterranean world of wonders. 

• Yic-U/ri-A ; queen of the kinfiidom of Greftt Britain and Irdand. b WIndeor GmU« 
wWlnfFsoc GmU}) a ftyorite country residence of the EngUah kinfi mmI immm 
Bengal' 
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LESSON LXXIX. 

ST. Peter's* church at rome. 

DEWEY. 

1. St. Peter's is the largest, tnd far the mobt expeiu>;ve 
structure in the world. The area of its noble piazza is eleven 
thousand and fifty-five feet long ; its front is one hundred and 
sixty feet high, and three hundred and ninety-six feet wide ; 
it is six hundred and> seventy-three feet long, and four hundred 
and forty-four feet at the transept, or w^idest part ; that is to 
say, it covers about seven acres. With these general ideas 
of the building, let us enter it. 

2. We inunediately observe, on the right and left of the 
door, statues^ apparently of children, c*)erubs, that sustain 
marble vases of holy water.** We approach them, and find 
that they are giants more than six feet high. We see at a 
little distance, on the pilasters and just above the pedestal, 
sculptured doves ; and they appear to the eye of no very ex- 
traordinary size, and we think that we can easily lay oui 
hand on them. 

3. We approach, and find that we can scarcely reach to 
touch them, and they are eighteen inches or two feet long. 
We advance along the mighty central nave, and we see, nearly 
at the termination of it and beneath the dome, the high altar, 
surmounted by a canopy, raised on four twisted pillars of 
bronze. The pillars and canopy seem to be of very suitable 
elevation for the place, and yet we soon learn that they are 
ninety feet high. 

4. I have before spoken of the size o^ the dome,'' with its 
walls twenty-three feet thick, its own height one hundred and 
seventy-nine feet, and itself raised two hundred and seventy- 
seven feet above the floor of the church. The dome is sus- 
tained by four square pillars, two hundred and twenty-three 

* Galled St Peter's, in honor of the apostle Peter, of whom the Romish popes consider 
themselves successors, b Ho^y water *, the consecrated wat«>r of the Romish chureb 
« Angelo, the palnfeer, was the architect who designed this womlerrol structure 
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feet in circumierence. That is to say, each one of these p^ 
lars, or masse*) of masonry, is nearly sixty feet on each side 
and therefore as large as one of our common-sized churches 
if it were raised up and set on the end. 

6. There is a small church and an adjoining house on the 
Stnida Felice* in Rome, designedly built so as to be together 
equal to the size of one of these colimms. And yet these, 
columns do not seem to be in the way at all ; they do not 
seem to occupy any disproportionate space ; they do not en- 
cumber the mighty pavement ! 

6. With regard to the objects within St. Peter's, 1 can no- 
tice only two or three that struck uie most. One of them is 
the monument "lo the last of the Stuarts,'' Charles Edward,* 
and his brother Henry ,** the cardinal. There are two angels 
of death before which I have spent hours. 

7. Su exquisitely molded are ^eir forms, so delicate, 
thoughtful, beautiful are their faces ; so sad, too, as they are 
about to extinguish the torch of life, as they stand leaning their 
cheeks upon the reverse end of the long, slender stem, so sad 
indeed ; but then that sadness so relieved by beauty, intelleo- 
tufJi contemplative, winning beauty, it seems to my fieuM^y, at 
times, as if they would certainly appear to me at my own 
death ; as if they would flit before the imagination, and recon- 
cile the soul to a departure effected by a ministry so beaatifuL 

8. Ah! blessed angels! I may one day stretch out my 
hands to you and ask your aid, but not yet, not yet. But 
sickness, sorrow, deprivation, calamity in some shape, may 
make you welcome, ^fore.one thinks to be ready. 

9. Among the Mosaic copies of paintings in which St. 
Peter's is so rich, there is one of the Incredulity of Thom- 
as,* which has always made one of my stopping-places, in 
taking the customary circuit The eagerness of Thomas, the 



*Strada Felice (Stril-da Pe -e^aM;) one of the principal streets in Rome. bTIn 
oame of a fiunily of European ^o▼ereign•, commencing witli Robert II., (Robert Stuart,) 
Idnf of Scotland, and ending with Henry, (Stuart,) cardinal of York, in England 
• Charlee Edward, (Stuart,) called the Pretender ; the grandson of James IL, king a 
England, d Henry (Stuart ;) the cardinal of York, and last of the royal line of th« 
Atuarts. • Thomas; one of the twelve apostles. 
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eftim dignity of Jesus, are fine ; bat the face of JcAm^*^ as he 
stands just behind Thomas, and looks upon his rash act, is one 
to remember always. It seems to me the yery personification 
of forbeanmce. He submits calmly that Thomas should do 
it. should satisfy himself, but yet he is exceedingly sorrowful. 

10. There is no surprise in his countenance; he knows 
homan frailty ; he is not astonished at unbelief or hardness 
of heart ; but it seems, at the same time, as if his own heart 
were broken at the spectacle. There is not the slightest re- 
buke in his beautiful countenance ; but such a uniqn of indul- 
gence and sorrow, as one might weU pmy for, at that altar, to 
be awakened in his mind when he stands by the evil and 
erring. 

11. A walk in St. Peter's is something by itself; a thing 
not to be had, nor anything like it, anyvdiere else in the world. 
The immensity of the place ; its immense, unequaled mag- 
nificence ; the charming temperature of the air, preserved the 
same the year round, by the vastness of the mass of masonry , 
the incense-breathing walls ; for there is literally an odor of 
sanctity always here, from the daily burning of incense ; — 
the rich, beautiful, variegated marble columns ; the altars, the 
tombs on every side, the statues, the paintings, the fine me* 
dallions,^ in marble, of the heads of saints and fathers oi the 
church, which are set into the sides of the columns in greal 
numbers ; then the arches on arches that present themselves to 
the view in every direction ; and, if the walk be toward even- 
ing, the music of the vesper hymn,*" now swelling in fuU 
chorus upon the ear, and then dying away, as the music 
changes, or the walk leads you near the chapel whence it pro- 
ceeds, or farther irom it ; all this, with the gathering shadows 
of approaching evening, the shadows slowly gathering in arch 
and dome, makes a walk in St Peter's tike nothing else ! 

12. Among the most beautiful things in Rome are its foun* 
eains, and amofig the most striking things are its obelisks. 



» Jolm ; another of the apostles, b Medallion ; the represenutioo of a medal la palntr 
■« or icalpiare. o Vee'per h/nm; a h/mn fOac •& U10 ereoinf Mnrica of UvhoUt 
dkorchM. ' 
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The fountains in front of St. Peter's especially, dixe really gio ' 
rious. They rise thirty or forty feet into the air, and conw 
down in a shower. The quantity of water thrown up is so 
great, and the streams as they spring out from ^e basin are 
made so to diverge, that they present the appearance of two 
trees, one on each side of the piazza. 

13. The fountains are partly resolved into drops and mist, 
and a rainbow may always be seen in the direction opposite 
the sun. Every time one sees 4hem, they seem a new mys- 
tery and beauty ; and when the sky is so fair, so glorious a 
thing, that you feel almost (as you do some days^as if you 
could kneel down and worship i^ they appear like a cloud of 
incense, pure, bright, resplendent, ofiered up to that supernal 
^lendor and purity. 

14. As to these Egyptian* obelisks, of polished granite 
pointing up to the sky from almost every square and opet. 
space in Rome, and with that handwriting of mysterious and 
vet unexplained characters upon their sides, what could be 
more striking ' The antiquities of Rome are young by then 
side. Some of them were built by Sesostris,** between three 
and four thousand years ago. They saw ages of empire and 
g^ory before Rome had a being. 

15. They are also in the most perfect preservation. So 
beautifully polished, and entirely free from stain, untouched by 
the storms of thirty-five centuries, it seems as if they had not 
lost one of their particles, since they came from the quarries 
of Egjrpt. That very surface, we know, has been gazed upon 
by the eyes of a hundred successive generations. 

16. Speak, dread monitors ! as ye point upward to heaven ; 
speak, dark hieroglyphic symbols ! and tell us, are ye not yet 
conscious, when conscious life has been flowing around you 
for three thousand years ? Methinks it were enough to pen- 
etrate the bosom of granite with emotion, to have witnessed 
what ye have witnessed. Methinks that the stem and inex- 



• En^ptlaa obelifkf ; four-sided pjramida, brought from Egypt by Bomaa «n|Mton. 
fflM Urftit on* in Rohm ifl 179 tet high, b Satostrto (SwKwtrifl ;) a khig of «nei«f 
BfTPt 
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4>rable mystery, graven upon your mighty shafts, must breali 
silence, to tell that which it hath known of weal and woe. of 
change, disaster, blood, and crime. 



LESSON LXXX. 

4 

ODE TO ART. 

1. When, from the sacred garden* driven, 

Man fled before his Maker's wrath. 
An angel left her place in heaven, 

And crossed the wanderer's sunless path. 

2. Twas Art! sweet Art! new radiance broke, 

• Where her light foot flew o'er the ground; 
And thus with seraph voice she spoke, 
" The curse a blessing shall be found.^ 

3. She led him through the trackless wild. 

Where noontide sunbeams never blazed; 
The thistle shrunk, the harvest smiled, 
And nature gladdened as she gazed. 

4. Earth's thousand tribes of living things, 

At Art's command are to him given ; 
The village' grows, the city springs. 

And point their spires of faith to heaven. 

6. In fields of air he writes his name, 

And treads the chambers of the sky ; 
He xeads the stars, and grasps the flame 
That quivers round the throne on high. 

a Sacred garden; the garden ol Bden. 
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LKSSUN LXXAJL 

TO THE CONDOR. 

» 

[The learner may scan the first stsnza^of the following piooe, amj 
BOto the words in which the metiical and customary accents conflict 
See note under Metrical Accent, p. 71.] 

1. Wondrous, majestic bird ! wtose mighty wing 
Dwells not with puny warblers of the spring, 

Not on earth's silent breast ; 
Powerful to soar in strength and pride on hi^, 
And sweep the' azure bosom of the sky, 

Chooses its place of rest 

2. Proud nursling of the tempest, where repose 
Thy pinions at the daylight's fading close 9 

In what far clime of night 
Dost thou in silence, breathless and alone, 
While round thee swell, of life no kindred tone, 
^ Suspend thy tireless flight ? 

3. The mountain's frozen peak is lone and bare» 
No foot of man hath ever rested there ; 

Yet 'tis thy sport to soar 
Far o'er its frowning summit ; and the pkin 
Would seek to win thy downward wing in vain, 

Or the green sea-beat shore. 

4. The limits of thy course no daring eye 

Has marked ; thy glorious path of light on high 

Is trackless and unknown ; 
The gorgeous sun thy quenchless gaze may share 
Sole tenant of bis boundless realm of air, 

Thou art, with him, alone. 

5. Imperial wanderer \ the storms that siiake 
Earth's towers, and bid her rooteU mountains quake- 

Are never felt by thee ! 
Beyond the bolt, beyond the lightning's gleam, 
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Basking forever iixthe unclouded beam, — 
Thy home, immensity ! 

And thus the soul, with upward flight like thine, 

May track the realms where heaven's own glories shine^ 

And scorn the tempest's power ; 
Yet meaner cares oppress its drooping wings, 
Still to earth's joys the sky-bom wanderer clings, 

Those pageants of an hour * 



LESSON LXXXU. 

THE LEAF. 

GOODitlCH, 

y It came with spring's soft sun and showei^ 
Mid bursting buds and blushing flowers ; - 
[t flourished on the same light stem. 
It drank the same clear dews with them* 
The crimson tints of simuner mom. 
That gilded one, did eacJi adom ; 
The breeze, that whispered light and brief 
To bud or blossom, kissed the leaf; 
When o'er the leaf the tempest flew, 
The bud and blossom trembled too, 

2. But its companions passed away. 
And left the leaf to lone dqpay. 
The gentle gales of spring went by 
The fruits and flowers of summer die. 
The autumn winds swept o'er the hiH, 
And winter's breath came cold and chill 
The le&f ndw yielded to the blast. 
And on the rushing stream was cast , 
Far, far it glided to the sea, 
And whiried and eddied wearily. 
Till suddenly it sank to rest. 
And slumbered on the ocean's breast 
23 
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3. Thus life begins — its moming houis 
Bright as the birthday of the flowers ; 
Thus passes like the leaves away, 
As withered and as lost as they. 
Beneath the parent roof we meet 
In joyous groups, and gaily greet 
The golden beams of love and light, 
That kindle to the yoi thful sight 
But soon we part, and one by one. 
Like leaves and flowers, the group is gone* 



LESSON LXXXm. 

ERUPTION OF THE VOLCANO OF KILAUEA.* 

CO AN. 

1. On the 30th of May the people of Puna** observed the 
appearance of smoke and Are in the interior, a mountainous 
and desolate region of that district. Thinking that the fire 
might be the burning of some jungle,® they took little notice 
of it until the next day, Sabbath, when the meetings in the 
different villages were thrown into confusion by sudden and 
grand exhibitions of fire, on a scale so large and fearful as to 
leave them no room to doubt the cause of the phenomenon. 

2. The fire augmented during the day and night, but it did 
not seem to flow off* rapidly in any direction. All were in 
consternation, as it was expected that the molten flood would 
pour itself down from its height of four thousand feet, to the 
coast, and no one knew to what point it would flow, or what 
devastation would attend its fiery course. On Monday, Jun^ 
1st, the stream began to flow off* in a northeasterly direction, 
and on the following Wednesday, at evening, the burning 
river reached the sea, having averaged about half a mile an 
Uour in its progress. 

3. The rapidity of the flow was very unequal, being modi* 

• Kilauea (kMow-e'a ;) a place on the island of Hawaii (b&-wl'ee,) one ofthtSiD^ 
wicb group, b Puna (po6-nft.) < Jungle; a thick cluster of amall tree* or i 
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fied by the inequalities of the surface over which the stream 
passed. Sometimes it is supposed to have moved five miles 
an hour, and, at other times, owing t^ obstructions, making 
no apparent progress, except in filling up deep valleys, and in 
swelling over or breaking away hills and precipice?. 

4. But I will turn to the source of the eruption. This is 
in a forest, and in the bottom of an ancient wooded crater, 
about four hundred feet deep, and probably eight miles east 
from Kilauea. The region being uninhabited and covered 
with a thicket, it was some time before the place was discov- 
ered, and up to this time, though several foreigners have 
attempted it, no one except myself has reached the spot 

5. From Kilauea to this place the lava flowed in a subterra- 
nean gallery, probably at the depth of a thousand feet ; but its 
course can be distinctly traced all the way, by the rending of 
the crust of the earth into innumerable fissures, and by the 
emission of smoke, steam, and gases. The eruption in this 
old crater was small, and from this place the stream disappeared 
again for the distance of a mile or two, when the lava again 
gushed up and spread over an area of about fifty acres. 

6. Again it passed under ground for two or three miles, 
when it reappeared in another old wooded crater, consuming 
the forest, and partly filling up the basin. Once more it dis- 
appeared, and flowed in a subterranean channel, cracking and 
breaking the earth, opening fissures from six inches to ten or 
twelve feet in width, and sometimes splittmg the trunk of a 
tree so exactly ^at its legs stand astride of the fissure. 

7. At some places it is impossible to trace the subterranean 
stream, on account of the impenetrable thicket under which 
It passed. After flowing imder ground several miles, perhaps 
six or eight, it again broke out like an overwhelming flood, 
and sweeping forest, hamlet, plantation, and every thing before 
it, rolled down with resistless energy to the sea, where, leap- 
ing a precipice of forty or fifty feet, it poured itself in one 
fast cataract of fire into the deep below, with loud 'detona 

a DetonaUoof ; explofiona. 
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dons, fearful hissings, and a thousand unearthly and inde* 
«cribable sounds. 

8. Imagine to yourself a river of fused minemb of th« 
breadth and depth of Niagara, and of a deep gory red, fisiHing 
in one emblazoned sheet, one rag^ tcnrrent, in to the ocean i 
The scene, as described by eye-witnesses, was terribly sub- 
lime. Two mighty agencies in collision ! Two antagonist 
and gigantic forces in contact, and producing ef^ts on a scale 
inconceivaWy grand ! 

9. The atmosphere in all directions was hlled with ashes, 
spray and gases ; while the burning lava, a;5 it fell into the 
water, was shivered into millions of minute particles, and 
being thrown back into the air, fell in showers of sand on all 
the surrounding country. The coast was extoided kito the 
sea for a quarter of a mile, and a pretty sand beach and a 
new cape were formed. Three hills of scoria* and sand were 
also formed in the sea, the lowest about two hundred, and the 
highest about three hundred feet. 

10. For three weeks this terrific river disgorged itself into 
the sea with little abatement. Multitudes of fishes were 
killed, and the waters of the ocean were heated for twenty 
miles along the coast. The breadth of the stream, where it 
fell into the sea, is about half a mile, but inland it varies from 
one to four or Ave miles in width, conforming itself, like a 
river, to the face of the country over which it flowed. 

11. Indeed, if you can imagine the Mississippi, converted 
into liquid fire, of the consistency of fused iron, and moving 
onward, sometimes rapidly, sometimes sluggishly; now widen- 
ing into a sea, and anon rushing through a narrow defile, 
winding its way through mighty forests and ancient solitudes, 
you wiW get some idea of the spectacle now exhibited. The 
depth of the stream will probably vary from ten to two hun- 
dred feet, according to the inequalities of the surface over 
which it passed. 

12. During the flow, ni^t was converted into day. The 
light rose and spread like the morning upon the mountains 
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md its ghxe was seen on the opposite side of the island, h 
vma also distinctly visible for more than one hundred miles al 
aea ; and at the distance of forty miles, fine print could be 
read at midnight. The brilliancy of the light was like a blaz« 
ing firmament, and the scene is sa^d to have been one of unn- 
mled sublimity. 

13. The whole course of the stream from Kilauea to the 
sea is about forty miles. Its mouth is about twenty-five 
miles from the Hilo* station. The ground over which it 
flowed descends at the rate of one hundred feet to the mile. 
The crust is now cooled, and may be traversed with care, 
though scalding steam, pungent gases, and smoke are still 
emitted in many places. 

- 14 In pursuing my way for nearly two day^ over this 
mighty smoldering mass, I was more and more impressed at 
every step with the wonderful scene. Hills had been melted 
down Kke wax ; ravines and deep valleys had been filled ; 
and majestic forests had disappeared like feathers in the flames. 
In some places the molten stream parted and flowed in separ- 
ate channels for a considerable distance, and then reuniting, 
formed islands of various sizes, from one to fifty ^cres, with 
trees still standing, but seared and blighted by the intense heat*. 

15. On the outer edges of the lava, where the stream was 
more shallow and the heat less vehement, and where, of 
course, the liquid mass cooled soonest, the trees were mowed 
down like grass before the scythe, and left charred, crisped, 
smoldering, and only half consumed. 

16. As the lava flowed around the trunks of large trees on 
the outskirts of the stream, the melted mass stiflened and con- 
solidated before the trunk was consumed, and when this was 
cf^ted, the top of the tree fell; and lay unconsumed on the 
crust, while the hoie which marked the place of the trunk 
remains almost as smooth and perfect as the calibre of a 
cannon. 

17. These holes are innumerable, and 1 found them to 
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measure from ten to forty feet deep; but, as 1 remarked beforo 
they are in the more shallow parts of the lava, the trees bein£ 
entirely consumed where it was deeper. During the flow of 
this eruption, the great crater of Kilauea sunk about three 
hundred feet, and her fires became nearly extinct, one kke 
only, out of many, being left active in this mighty caldron. 

18. This, with other facts which have been named, demon- 
strates th^ the eruption was the disgorgement* of the fires of 
Kilauea. The open lake in the old crater is at present 
intensely active, and the fires are increasing, as is evident from 
the glare visible at our station and from the testimony of 
visitors. 

19. During the early part of the eruption, slight and 
repeated shocks of earthquake were felt, for several succes- 
sive days, near the scene of action. These shocks were not 
noticed at Hilo. Through the direction of a kind Providence, 
no lives were lost, and but little property was consumed dur- 
ing this amazing flood of fiery ruin. The stream passed over 
an uninhabited desert A few little hamlets were consumed, 
and a few plantations were destroyed; but the inhabitants, 
forewarned, fled and escaped. 

20. During the progress of the eruption, sopie of the people 
in Puna spent most of their, time in prayer and religious meet- 
ings ; some flew in consternation from the face of the all-de- 
vouring element; others wandered along its margin, marking 
with idle curiosity, its daily progress ; while another class still 
coolly pursued their usual vocations, unawed^by the burning 
fury as it rolled along within a mile of their doors. 

21. They were apparently indifierent to the roar of consiun» 
ing forests, the sight of devouring fire, the startling detona- 
tions, the hissing of escaping steam, the rending of the earth, 
the shivering and melting of gigantic rocks, the raging and 
dashing of the fiery waves, the bellowings, the murmurings, 
and the unearthly mutterings coming up from the burning 
deep. 

A I>i«((6rffeinant ; Uie act of throwing oat. 
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22. They went carelessly on amid the rain of ashes, sand, 
and fiery scintillations,* gazing vacantly on the fearful and 
ever varyhig appeannce of the atmosphere, miirky, black, livid, 
blazing, the sudden rising of lofty pillars of flame, the upward 
curling of ten thousand columns of smoke, and their majestic 
roll in dense, dingy, lurid, or party-colored clouds. 

23. During the progress of the descending stream, it would 
often fall into some fissure, and forcing ifSelf into apertures 
apd under massive rocks, and even hillocks and extended plats 
of ground, and lifting them from their ancient beds, beai 
them, with all their superincumbent mass of soil and trees, on 
its viscous and livid bosom, like a raft on the Avater. When 
the fused mass was sj'iggish, it had a gory appearance, like 
clotted blood, and when it was active, it resembled fresh and 
clotted blood mingled and thrown into violent agitation. 

24. Sometimes the flowing lava would find a subterranean 
gallery, diverging at right angles from the main channel, and 
pressing into it would flow off unobserved, till meeting with 
some obstruction in its dark passage, when, by its expansive 
force, it would raise the crust of the earth into a dome-like 
hill of fifteen or twenty feet in height, and then, bursting this 
shell, pour itself out in a fiery torrent around. 

25. "a man who was standing at a considerable distance 
from the main stream, and intensely gazing on the absorbing 
scene before him, found himself suddenly raised to the height 
of ten or fifteen feet above the common level around him, and 
he had but just^me to escape from his dangerous position 
when the earth opened where he had stood, and a stream of 
fire gushed out. . 

• Scintilla'tioo ; ■partu, or the act of emitting ■paiki. 
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LESSON LXXXIV. 

A SCENE AT SEA. 

LKGGSTT. 

1. The Active, a sloop of war, had been lying all day 
becabned, in mid ocean, and was rolling and pitdiing about 
in a heavy ground swell, which was the only trace left of the 
gale she had lately encountered. The sky was of as tendei 
and serene a blue as if it had never been deformed with 
clouds ; and the atmosphere was bland and pleasant. To a 
true sailor there are few circumstances more annoying than a 
perfect calm. 

2. On the afternoon in question, this feeling of restlessness 
at the continuance of the calm was not confined to the crew 
of the Active. Her commander had been nearly all day on 
deck, walking to and fro, on the starboard side,* with quicl^ 
impatient strides, or now stepping into one gangway, and now 
into the otner, and casting anxious and searching looks into aD 
quarters of the heavens, as if it were of the utmost conse- 
quence that a breeze should spring up and enable him to pur 
sue his way. 

3. But notwithstanding his impatience, and the urgency of 
his mission, whatever it was, the Active continued to roll heav« 
ily about at the sport of the big round billows, which swelled 
up and spread and tumbled over so lazily, that their glassy 
surfaces were not broken by a ripple.^ The sun went down 
clear, but red and fiery ; and the sky, though^ts blue faded to 
a duskier tint, still remained unfiecked by a single cloud. 
*' We shall have a dull and lazy night of it,*Vangs," said the 
master's mate. 

4. The person he addressed stood on the heel of the bow- 
sprit,^ with his arms folded on his breast, and his gaze fixed 
intently on the western horizon, from which the daylight had 
BO completely faded, that it required a practised and keen eye 



' a Suutoard side ; the right hand tide of the ship b Bdw^sprit ; a boom or mait whkl 
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tin diiicem where the sky and water, met He did obt ttirn 
hit head, nor withdraw his eyes from the spot they rested on, 
as he said, in a low tone, '* We shall have work enough before 
morning.'^ 

5. " Turn your eye in that direction, Mr. €ramet. Do you 
not see a faint belt of light, no broader than my finget. that 
streaks the sky where the sun went down ? It is not day- 
light, for I watched that all fade away, and the last ^immer 
oi it Ivas gone before that dim, brassy streak began to show 
iise!£ And carry your eye in a straight liiTe above it ; do 
you hot mark how thick lind lead-like the air looks ? 

6. «llieife is that there," said the old man, "which will 
try whM stuff these sticks are made of before ike morning 
breaks.** "Is there, then, really any prospect of Mrind?" 
sisked the midshipman. " Let it come butt«end foremost, if 
it chooses, and the sooner the better," said young Burton, 
laughing. 

7. The old quarter-master turned a grave and thou^^ul 
look on the round face of the lively boy, and seemed medi- 
laiting an answer that might repress what probably struck 
him as untinttly mirth ; but even while he was in the act cf 
speaking, the tempest he had predicted burst in sudden fury 
upon the vessel. * 

8. The first indication those below had of its approach was 
tot wild rushing sound of the gust, which broke upon their 
ears like the roar of a volcano. The heaving and rolling of 
the ship ceased all at once, as if the waves had been subdued 
and chained down by the force of a mighty pressure. 

9. The vessel stood motionless an instant, as if instinct 
with life, and cowering in conscious fear of the approaching 
strife ; the tempest then burst upon her, and the stately mass 
reeled and fell over before it, like a tower struck down by a 
Umnderbolt. The surge was so violent that the ship was 
thrown almost on her beam-ends, and every thing on board, 
not secured in the strongest manner, was pitched with great 
force to tlie leeward.* 

a Lae'wazd, on thb oppoaite aide to Uua fiom which tiie wind hlovi. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ir74 Town's fouktu reader. 

10 A scene of fearful grandeur was presented. The Aj 
was of a murky, leaden hue, and appeared to bend over the 
ship in a nearer and narrower arch, binding the ocean in so 
small a round, that the eye could trace, through the wholr 
circle, the line where the sickly-looking heaven rested on the 
Bea. The air was thick and heavy ; and the water, covered 
with driving snow-like foam, seemed to be packed and flat- 
tened down by .the fury of the blast, which scattered its 
billows into spray as cutting as the sleet of a December storm. 

11. The wind howled and screamed through the ngging 
with an appalling sound, that might be likened to the shrieks 
and wailings of angry fiends ; and the ship fled before the 
tempest like an affrighted thing, with a velocity that piled 
the water in a huge bank around her bows, and sent it ofi| 
whirling and sparkling, in lines of dazzling whiteness, soon 
lost in the general hue of the ocean, which resembled a wild 
waste of drifting snow. 

12. For more than an hour did the Active flee al(mg in 
this way, like a wild horse foaming and stretching at his 
utmost speed, driven onward in the van of the tempesi, and 
exposed to its fiercest wrath. At length, the first fury of the 
gale passed away, and the wind, though still raging tempest- 
uously, swept over her with less appalling force. 

13. The ocean, now, as if to revenge itself for its am- 
strained inactivity, roused from its brief repose, and swelled 
into billows that rolled and chased each other with the wild 
glee of ransomed demons. Wave upon wave, in multitudi 
nius confusion, came roaring in from astern ; and their white 
crests, leaping, and sparkling, and hissing, formed a striking 
feature in the scene. The wind, fortunately, issued from the 
right point, and drove the Active towards her place of desti 
nation. 

14. The dun pall of clouds, which, from the commencement 
of the gale, had totally overspread the heavens, except in the 
quarter whence the blast proceeded, now began to give way 
and a reddish light shone out here and there, in long horizon^ 
tal streaks, like the glow of expiring coals between the bark 
of a furnace. 
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15. Though the first dreadful violence of the storm was 
somewhat abated, it still raved with too much fierceness and 
power to admit of any relaxation of vigilance. The com 
mander himself still retained the trumpet, and every officei 
stool in silence at his station, clinging to whatever might 
assist him to maintain his difficult footing. 

16. "Light, ho I " cried the look-out on one of the ciatheads.* 
" Wliere away ? " demanded the captain. " Dead ahead." 
'* What does it look like, and how far off*? " shouted the cap- 
tain in a loud and earnest voice. " A large vessel lying to, 
under bare poles ; starboard your helm, sir, quick, hard a-star- 
board, or you will fall aboard of her ! " 

17. This startling intelligence was hardly commxmicated, 
betee the vessel descried from aloft loomed suddenly into 
sight from deck through the thick weather to leeward. Hei 
dark and shadowy form seemed to rise up from the ocean, so 
suddenly did it open to view, as the driving mist was scat- 
tered for a moment. She lay right athwart the Active'a 
bows, and almost under her fore-foot, as it seemed, while she 
pitched into the trough of an enormous sea, and the Active 
rode on the ridge of the succeeding wave, which curled above 
the chasm, as if to overwhelm the vessel beneath. 

18. "Starboard your hehn,** quarter-master! hard a-star> 
board ! " cried the commander of the Active, in a tone of 
startling energy. These orders were promptly obeyed, but 
it was too late for them to avail. The wheel, in the hands 
of four stout and experienced seamen, was forced swiftly 
round, and the effect of the rudder was assisted by a pull of 
the starboard braces; but in such a gale, and under bare 
poles, the helm exerted but little power over the driving and 
ponderous mass. 

19. She had headed off* hardly a point from her course, 
Vhen she was taken up % a prodigious surge, and borne 
onward with fearfifl velocity. The catastrophe was now 
mevitable. In an instant, the two ships fell together, their 

a GftfheMla ; pieces of timber projecting over the ship's bow. b Hetin ; Um ioMsw 
Bent or appwAlus by whirh • shi't is steeieil 
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OMflBne timber eraBhing with the fatal force (^ the eoncns- 
sion. A wild shriek ascended from the deck of the atfaDgGr, 
and woman's shrill voice mingled with the sound. 

20. All was now confusion and uproar on board both ves 
9els. The Active had struck the stranger broad on the bows- 
vdiile the bowsprit of the latter, rushing in between the fore- 
mast and the starboard fore-rigging of the Active, had snapped 
her chain* and stays, and torn up the bolts and chain-plates, 
as if they had been thread and wire. Staggering back from 
the shock, she was carried to some distance by a refluent 
wave, which suddenly subsiding, she gave such a heavy 
lurch to port, that the foremast, now wholly unsupported on 
the starboard side, snapped short off, like a withered twig, 
and fell with a loud splash intOithe ocean. 

21. In the meanwhile, another furious billow lifted the 
v<e6sel on its crest, and the two ships ck>sed again, like glad- 
iators, faint and stunned, but still compelled to do battle. 
The bows of ^e stranger, this time, drove heav% against 
ihe bends of the Active just abaft her mainrigging, ai^ her 
bowsprit darted quivering in over the bulwarks, as if it were 
the arrowy tongue of some huge sea monster. 

22. At this instant a wild-sound of agony, between a shriek 
and a groan, was heard in that direction, and those who turned 
to ascertain its cause saw, as the vessels again separated, a 
human body swinging and writhing at the stranger's bowsfHrit 
head. The vessel heaved up into moonlight, and showed the 
face of poor Vangs, the quarter-master, his back apparently 
crushed and broken, but his arms clasped round the spar, to 
which he appeared^ to cling with convulsive tenacity. 

23. The bowsprit had caught him on its end, as it ran in 
over the Active's side, and driving against the mizzen-mast,* 
deprived the poor wretch of all power to rescue himself from 
the dreadful situation. While a hundred eyes were fastened 
in a gaze of horror on the impaled seaihan, thus dangling, 
o^er the boiling ocean, the strange ship again reeled forward* 

•■ Mizna-mast ; the mast that supports the hindermost sails, being neartsi the ann 
the ship. 
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AS if to renew the terrible encounter. But her motion was 
now slow and laboring. 

24. She was eridently settling by the head ; she paused in 
mid career, gave a heavy drunken lurch to starboard, till her 
topmasts whipped against the rigging of her antagonist, then 
rising slowly on the rjdge of the next wave, she plunged head 
^oremDSt, and disappeared forever. 

25. One shriek of horror and despair rose through the 
storm — one wild, delirious shriek! The waters swept ovei 
the drowning wretches, and hushed their gurgling <ary. Then 
all was still ! — all but the rush and whirl of waves as they 
were sucked into the vortex, and the voice of the storm which 
howled its wild dirge above the spot. 



LESSON LXXXV. 



THE TEMPEST. 



[ The learner may note the transitions in the following piece, and 
idl how it should be read. See p. 60, and Rules for Expieanon, 
p. 62.] 

1. *T WAS mom — the rising splendor rolled 
On marble towers and loofs of gold; 
Hall, court, and gallery below, 
Were crowded with a living flow ; 
Egyptian, Arab, Nubian, there, ^ 

The bearers of the^bow and spear; 
The hoary priest, the Chaldee' sage, 
The aiave, the gemmed and glittering page — 
Helm, turban, and tiara shone 
A dazzling ring round Pharaoh's'* throne. 

9. There came a man — the human tide 
Shrank backward from his stately stride — 

• Chaldee (kai'dee) sage •, a prophet of Ohaldea, an aoelent coanfcry irhich 1^ n«ai 
Ike river Euphrates, b Pharaoh (fa'ro j) the title of the ancient sovereiipwi of Mgjpt. 

24 
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His cheek with storm and time was tamied 
A shepherd's staff was in his hand ; 
A shudder of instinctive fear 
Told the dark king what step was near; 
On through the host the stranger came, 
It parted round his form like flame. 

3. He stooped not at the footstool stone, 
He cksped ftot sandal, kissed not throne ; 
Erect he stood amid the ring, 

His only words — " Be just, O king! 

4. On Pharaoh's cheek the blood flushed high. 
A Are was in his sullen eye ; 

Yet on the Chief of Israel* 
No arrow of his thousands fell ; 
AU mute and moveless as the grave 
Stood chilled the satrap^ and the slave. 

6. " Thou 'rt come," at length the monarch spoke ^ 
Haughty and high the words outbroke ; 
" Is Israel weary of its lair, 
The forehead peeled, the shoulder bare ? 
Take back the answer to your band ; 
Go, reap the wind ; go, plow the sand ; 
Go, vilest of the living vile, 
To build the never-ending pile, 
Till, darkest of the nameless dead. 
The vulture on their flesh is fed. 
What better asks the howling slave 
Than the base life our bounty gave ? " 

6. Shouted in pride the turbaned peers 
Up clashed to heaven the golden spears. 
«King! thou and thine are doomed! — Behold!" 

» li^-^l ; the oommon name of the Hebrew people and coudUt- ^ S&'uap ; an olt 
MrtrdietliictkMi. 
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The prophet spoke, the thunder rolled ! 

Along the pathway of &e sun 

Sailed vapory mountains, wild and dun. 

7. " Yet there is time," the prophet said — 
He raised his staff; the storm was stayed. 
" King ! he the word of freedom given ; 
What art thou, man, to war with Heaven ? " 

8. There came no word. The thunder broke f 
Like a huge city's final smoke, 

Thick, lund, stifling, mixed with flame, 
Through court and hall the vapors came. 

9. Loose as the stubble in the field, 
Wide flew the men of spear and shield , . 
Scattered like foam along the wave, 
Flew the proud pageant, prince and slave ; 
Or, in the chains of terror bound. 

Lay, corpse-like, on the smoldering groond. 
" Speak, king! theivrath is but begun — 
Still dumb? — then. Heaven, thy will be done ! 

lO. Echoed from earth a hollow roar, 
Like ocean on the midnight shore ; 
A sheet of lightning o'er them wheeled, 
The solid ground beneath them reeled ; 
In du^t sank roof and battlement ; 
Like webs the giant walls were rent ; 
Red, broad, before his startled gaze, 
The monarch saw his Egypt blaze. 

1 1 Still swelled the plague' — thr ilame grew pale ; 
Burst from the clouds the charge of hail ; 
With arrowy keenness, iron weight, 
Down poured the ministers of &te; 

• Tt^ MTaatb plagtw of Egypt \m nftrrad to. 
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Till man and cattle, crushed, congealed^ 
Covered with death the houndleas heUi 

12 Still swelled the plague, uprose the blast. 
The avenger, fit to be the last; 
On ocean, river, forest, vak. 
Thundered at once the mighty gale. 

# 

13. Before the whirlwind flew the tree, 
Beneath the whirlwind roared the sea; 
A thousand ships were on the wave — 
Where are they ? — Ask that foaming grave ! 
Down go the hqpe, the pride of years, 
Down go the myriad mariners ; , 

The riches of Earth's richest zone, 
€rone ! like a flash of lightning, gone 

14. And, lo ! that first fierce triumph o'er, 
Swells Ocean o^ the shrinking shore ; 
Still onward, onward, dark and wide, 
Engul& the land the furious tide. 
Then bowed thy spirit, stubborn king. 
Thou serpent, reft of fang and sting ; 
Humbled before the prophet's knee. 

He groaned, ** Be injured Ismel free." 

l6. To heaven the sage upraised his wand ; 
Back rolled the deluge from the land ; 
Back to its caverns saok the gale ; 
Fled from the noon ^e vapors pale ; 
Broad burned again the j<^ous sun : 
The hour of wrath and death wa)B done. 
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LESSON LXXXVL 

LoaD ullin's daughter* 

CAHPBKLL. 

[In reading the following beaudfiil specimen of rhetozieal djalogvi 
the reader must personate four characters ; the chief, boatman, lady 
and lord ; and vary his voice so as to express the emotions, whidi 
prompted the language of the several speakers. See Personitioii. 
Plam and Rhetorical Dialogue, p. 62.] 

1. A CHIEFTAIN to the Highlands bound. 

Cries, " Boatman, do not tarry I 
And I *11 give thee a silver pound, 
To row us o'er the ferry." 

2. '* Now who be ye, would cross Lochgyle,* 

This dark and stormy water ?" ■ 
« Oh, I 'm the chief of Ulva's isle. 
And this. Lord Ullin's daughter. 

3. " And fast before her father's men 

Three days we^ve fled together, 
For should he find us in the glen. 
My blood would stain the heather.^ 

4. " His horsemen hard behind us ride ; ^ 

Should they our steps discover, 
Then who would cheer my bonny* bride 
When they have slain her lover ? " 

6. Out spoke the hardy Highland wight, 
" I '11 go, my chief; I 'm ready ; 
It is not for your silver bright, 
But for your winsome* lady 



« Lochgyle, Ook-sHe' ;) « VOtt ia tha Qlf lOvids, or oorth ptit of SppOuid. ^ Heather. 
(Bertch phraee ;) a sUpib of many species, c Bonny, (Scotch phrase ;) pntty, hAodaomt. 
' W n'some, (Saoicfa phraiie;) oh^rftil, mency. 

24* r^ T 
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6. " And by my word ! the bonny bird 

In danger shall not tarry ; 
So, though the waves are raging white 
I *11 row you o'er the ferry." 

7. By this the storm grew loud apace, 

The water wraith* was shrieking, 

And in the scowl of heaven each face 

Grew dark as they were speaking. 

9. But still as wilder blew the wind. 
And as the night grew drearer, 
Adown the glen rode armed men. 
Their trampling sounded nearer. 

9. " O, haste thee, haste ! " the lady cries, 
" Though tempests round us gather* 
I '11 meet the raging of the skies, 
But not an angry father." 

10. The boat has left a stormy land, 
A stormy sea before her. 
When, O ! too strong for human hand, 
The tempest gathered o'er her. 

H. And still they rowed amidst the roar 
Of waters fast prevailing ; 
Lord IJllin reached that fatal shore, 
His wrath was changed to wailing. 

12. For sore dismayed, through storm and shade, 

His child he did discover ; 
One lovely hand she stretched for aid, 
And one was round her lover. 

13. •* Come back ! come back !" he cried in griefi 

Across the stormy water : 
" And I 'U forgive your Highland chief. 
My daughter I O my daughter ! " 

* Wnfth, (Scotch phnia ;) Um cirU ■plili of tb* wtttn. 
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14. T was vain : the loud waves lashed the shore, 
Eetum or aid preventing ; 
The waters wild went o'er his child, 
A^d he was left lamenting. 



LESSON LXXXVn. 

A SCENE IN THE CATSKILL MOUNTAINS.* 
MBLLEN. 

1. We first came to the verge of the precipice, from which 
die water takes its leap upon a platform that projects with the 
rock many feet over the chasm. Here we gazed into the dell 
and the basin into which the stream pours itself from the 
beetling cliff. But the prospect from this point is far less 
thrilling than from below; and we accordingly began our 
descent, 

2. Winding round the crags, and following a foot-path 
between the overhanging trees, we gradually, and with some 
difficulty, descended so far as to have a fine view of the station 
which we had just left. The scene here is magnificent beyond 
description. Far under the blackened canopy of everlasting 
rock, that shoots above to an alarming extent over the abyss, 
the eye glances round a vast and regular amphitheater, which 
seems to be the wild assembling-place of all the spirits of the 
storms ; so rugged, so deep, so secluded, and yet so threaten 
ing does it appear ! 

^ Down from the midst of ^e clifif that over-arches this 
wonderful excavation, and dividing in the midst of the gloom 
that seems to settle within it, comes the foaming torrent, 
splendidly relieved upon the black suiface of the enduring 
walls, and throwing its wreaths of mist along the frowning 
eeiling. Following the guide that had brought us thus far 
down the chasm, we passed into the amphitheater, and moving 



• OktakiU monntaina ; a range of mountain In N«w ifork, azt«ndin« along ttw Had 
«oo, aBOl fMt above the sea. 
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ander the terrific projection, stood in the center of this sublime 
and stupendous work; the black, iron-bound rocks behind us 
and the snowy cataract springing between i\s and the boiling 
basin, which still lay under our feet. 

4. Here the scene was unparalleled. Here seemed to be 
the theater for a people to stand in, and behold the prodigies 
and fearful wonders of the Almighty, and feel their own 
insignificance. Here admiration and astonishment come un- 
bidden over the soul, and the most obdurate heart feels that 
there is something to be grateful for. Indeed, the scene from 
this spot is so sublime, and so well calculated to impress the 
feelings with a sense of the power and grandeur of nature, 
that, apart from all other considerations, it is worthy of long 
journeying and extreme toil to behold it. 

5. Having taken refreshment, we descended to the extreme 
depth of the ravine, and, with certain heroic ladies, who 
somehow dared the perils of the path, we gazed from this 
place upon the sheet of water, falling from a height of more 
than two hundred and fifty feet This is a matter of which 
Niagara would not speak lightly ; and there is wanting only 
a heavy fall of water to make this spot not only magnificent 
for that it is now, but terribly sublime. 

6. Mountains ascend and overshadow it ; crags and preci- 
pices project themselves in menacing assemblages all about, as 
though frowning over a ruin which they are only waiting some 
fiat to make yet more appalling. Nature has hewed out a 
resting place for man, where he may^ linger, and gaze, and 
admire ! Below him she awakens her thunder, and darts her - 
lightning ; above him she lifts still loftier sunmiits, and round 
him she flings her spray and her rainbows ! 



LESSON LXXXVm. 

« THE BIBLE. 



I. The highest eulogy we can pronounce upon this book U 
all books, is, to take it for the man of our counsel, and thcr 
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polar star of our lives ; not merely to admit and laud its supe- 
rior excellency, and let it remain o i the shelf, until anathema 
maranatha,* can be written in the lust upon its lids, and crim* 
inally neglecting to aid in giving it to the millions who are 
groping in heathen darkness. 

2. Divine in its origin, written by the pen of inspiration 
dipped in the burning indignation of God against the wicked 
on the one hand ; and in the melting fountain of his love, foi 
the good, on the other ; the sublimity of its language caps the 
climax ol Rhetoric. As a history of that grand epoch,^ when 
God said, " Let there be light ; and there was light," it stands 
alone, clothed in the majesty of Divinity. 

3. As a /chronicle of the creation of man,® after the moral 
image of Deity, of his ruinous fall, and of his subsequent mad 
career, it must remain unrivaled. As a chart of human na- 
ture, and of human rights and wrongs, and of the character 
of the great Jehovah, its dehneations, in precision, fullness, and 
force of description, far exceed the boldest strokes and finest 
touches, of the master spirits of every age and clime. 

4. As a system of morals and religion, every ^effort of 
man, to add to its transcendent beauty, or omnipotent strength 
IS presumption, and as vain as an attempt to bind the wind, 
or imprison the ocean. As a book of poetry* and eloquence,* 
it stands, in lofty grandeur, towering above the noblest pro- 
ductions of the most brilliant talents, that have illuminated 
And enraptured the classic world. 

5. As a book of revelation,^ it shed a flood of light upon 
the wilderness of mind, that added fresh luster and refulgence 
to those of reason, philosophy and science, which had guided 
mankind to that auspicious, glorious era, when it burst upon 
the astonished world. As a book of counsel, its wisdom is 
profound, boundless, infinite. It meets every case in time, 
and is the golden chain that reaches from earth to heaven. 

. .- U-. 

A A-nitb'-e-ma m&r-a-nftth'-a; let him be cursed i^pVe coming of the Lord, b Tlw 
epoch of the creation of the world. « We have no other true history of the creation and 
feU of man except the Bible, d See the Psalms whiclf were originally wi!ltten in Hefaran 
poMiy. • See Paul's speech before Agrippa, Christ's sermon on the mount, &c f B«^ 
^bUon of the immortality of the soul, of a future stais of existence, &c 
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6. It teaches us our native dignity, the design of dUr creit 
tion, the duties we owe to our God, ourselves, our famihes 
our parents, our children, and our fellow-men. It teaches us 
how to live and how to die. It arms the Christian in panoply 
complete, snatches from death its poisoned sting, from the 
grave its boasted victory, and points the soul to its crowning 
glory, a blissful immortality beyond the skies. 



LESSON LXXXIX. 



THE BLIND PREACHER. 



[This is an extract from one of a series of Letters written by Mr. 
Wirt, under the assumed name of the British Spy.] 

1. I HAVE been, my dear S , on an excursion through 

the counties which lie along the eastern side of the Blue 
Ridge.* A general description of that country and it? inhab- 
itants may form the subject of a future letter. For the pres- 
ent, I must entertain you with an account of a most si^gulai 
and interesting adventure, which I met with in the course of 
the tour. 

2. It was one Sunday, as I traveled through the county of 
Orange, that my eye was caught by a cluster of horses tied 
near a ruinous old wooden house, in the forest, not far from 
the road-side. Having frequently seen such objects before in 
traveling through these States, I had no difficulty in under- 
standing that this was a place of religioils worship. 

3. Devotion alone should have stopped me to join in the 
duties of the congregation ; but I must confess that curiosity 
to hear the preacher o£»such a wilderness, was not the least 
of my motives. Oi ^|te ring, I was struck with his pretemat- 
Ural appearance. H^sip a tall and very spare old man ; his 
%^ '^ 

• A rang* of mounUlna in Virginia. 
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head, which was covered with a white linen cap, his shriveled 
hands, and his voice, were all shaking under the influence of 
a palsy ; and a few moments ascertained to me that he was 
peifectly blind. 

4. The first emotions which touched my breast were those 
of mingled pity and veneration. But how soon were all my 
feelings changed ! The lips of Plato' were never more worthy 
of a prognostic swarm of bees, than were the lips of this holy 
man ! It was a day of the administration of tne sacrament ; 
and his subject, of course, was the passion of our Savior. 
I had heard the subject handled a thousand times. I had 
thought it exhausted long ago. 

5. Little did I suppose that in the wild woods of America, 
I was to meet with a man whose eloquence would give to this 
topic a new and more sublime pathos than I had ever before 
witnessed. As he descended from the pulpit, to distribute 
the mystic symbols, thero was a peculiar, a more than human, 
solemnity in his air and manner, which made my blood run 
cold, and my whole frame shiver. 

6. He then drew a picture of the sufierings of our Savior ; 
his trial before Pilate ; his ascent up Calvary ; his crucifixion ; 
and his death. I knew the whole history ; but never, until 
then, had I heard the circumstances so selected, so arranged, 
so colored! It was all new; and I seemed to have heard it 
for the first time in my life. 

7. His enunciation was so deliberate, that his voice trembled 
on every syllable ; and every heart in the assembly trembled 
m unison. His peculiar phrases had that force of description, 
that the original scene appeared to be at that mom ent acting 
before our eyes. We saw the very lace^J^e Jews j the 
staring, frightful distortions af malicc^ffl^ao:e. We saw 
the bufiet; my soul kindled with a^^^Bf indignation; and 
my hands were involuntarily and c^^^Bvely cLincbed* 

8. But when he came to Iniich on^^^^Kuice, the forgiving 
meekness, of our Savior; when he dflflBotne life, his blessed 
eyes streaming in tears to heaven ; ij^ftice bjjjathing to God 

a Plato, % calebntfld phikwopbttr, by deKent an Athenian; bom & C. 43a 
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a w^ and gentle prayer of pardon on his enemies, ** Ftdbm 
forgiTe thenti for they know not what they do," — the Toiee 
of the preacher, which had all along faltered, grew fainterj 
and fainter, until his utterance being entirely obstructed by the 
fwce of his feelings, he raised his handkerchief to his eyes, 
and burst into a loud and irrepressible fk>od of grief. The 
e^ect was inconceivable. The whole house resounded with the 
mingled groans, and sobs, and shrieks of the congregation. 

9. It was some time before the tumult had subsided, so fat 
OS to permit him to proceed. Indeed, judging by the usual* 
but faHlaciotts standard of my own weakness, I began to be 
very uneasy for the situation of the preacher. For I could 
not conceive how he would be able to let his audience down 
from the height to which he had wound them, without im- 
pairing the solemnity and dignity of his subject, 6r perhaps 
shocking them by the abruptness of the fall. But no ! the 
descent was as beautiful and sublime as the elevation had 
been rapid and enthusiastic. 

10. The first sentence, with which he broke the awful 
silence, was a quotation from Rousseau.* " Socrates'" died 
like a philosc^her, but Jesus Christ like a God ! " I de^ir 
of giving you any idea of the eflfect produced by this short 
sentence, unless you could perfectly conceive the whole man- 
ner of the man, as well as the peculiar crisis in the discourse. 
Never before did I completely understand what Demosthenes^ 
meant by laying such stress on delivery. 

11. You are to bring before you the venerable figure of tha 
preacher ; his blindness, constantly recalling to your recollec- 
tion, old Ho mfiT,** Ossian,* and Milton,^ and associating with his 
performance^^Bmlancholy grandeur of their geniuses ; yon 
are to imagineo^^^^iear his slow, solemn, well-accented 
enunciation, and hi^^^^pf affecting, trembling melody. 

12. .•You are t^ r^^^Rr the pitch of passion and enthu- 




« Rouneftu, (Roo-m>';> eH^^^ment learning, bom at Geneva, 1712. b S6cntMb 
a Mlebrated philoeopher, bor^^^^fti^, near Athens, B. C. 569. « Demosthenea, • 
cetebratMl Athenian m^tof, bcj^SpD. 385. d H6nier, a celebrated Greek poet. Hi 
flourished B. C. aboflBlO. e ^Man, a Caledonian bard, who* flourished kk Um yeai 



k. D. about 300. f Miltoi, (John;) an en^inent English poet; bern IGOB. 
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siaflm to wliich the congregation were raised ; and th^d, tbe 
few minutes of portentous, death-Hke silence, which reigned 
throughout the house ; the preacher, removing his white 
handkerchief from his aged face, (even yet wet from the recent 
torrent of his tears,) and slowly stretching forth the palsied 
hand which holds it, begins the sentence : " Socrates died like 
a philosopher,^' then pausing, raising his other hand, pressing 
them both, clasped together, with warmth and energy to his 
breast, lifting his " sightless balls " to heaven, and pouring his . 
whole soul into his tremulous voice — "but Jesus Christ — 
like a God ! ' If he had been in deed and in truth, an angel 
of light, the efiect could scarcely have been more divine. > 



LESSON XC. 



CHRISTIAN CONSOLATION. 



[The reader may scstn the following piece, and tell to what kind 
if verse it belongs. See CJonstniction of Verse, p. 68.] 

1. Jesus, I my cross have taken. 

All to leave and follow thee. 
Naked, poor, despised,* forsaken, 

Thou, from hence, my all shall be ! 
Perished every fond ambition, 

All I 've sought, or hoped, or known. 
Yet how rich is my condition, — 

God and Heaven are all my own ! 

2. Go, then, earthly fame and treasure; 

Come disaster, scorn, and pain ; 
In thy service pain is pleasure, 

With thy favor, loss is gain ! 
I have called thee Abba Father, 4 

I have set my heart on thee ; *^^^L. 

Storms may howl, and clouds may gather, — « r. 

All must work for good to me ? 
25 s 
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3. Soul ! then know thy full salvationy 

Rise o'er sin, and fear, and care ; 
Joy to find in every station 

Something still to do or bear ! 
Think, what spirit dwells within thee, 

Think, what heavenly bliss is thine > 
Think that Jesus died to save thee ; 

Child of Heaven, canst ^ou repine ? 

4. Haste thee on, from grace to glory. 

Armed by faith, and winged by prByer, 
Heaven's eternal day's before thee, 

God's own hand shall guide thee there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission ! 

Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days ; 
Hope shall change to glad firuition. 

Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 



. LESSON XCI. 

BENEVOLENCE OF GOD. 

CHALMUtS. 

1. It is saying much for the beneyolence of Grod, to say, 
that a single world, or a single system, is' not enough for it; 
that it must have the spread of a mightier region, on which 
it may pour forth a tide of exuberancy throughout all its 
provinces ; that, as far as our vision can carry us, it has 
strew J immensity with the floating receptacles of life, and has 
rt^dtched over each of them the garniture of such a sky as 
mantles our own habitation ; and that, even from distances which 
are far beyond the reach of human eye, the songs of gratitude 
and praise may now be arising to the one God, who sits sur- 
rounded by the regards of his one great and universal family. 

2. Now it is saying much for the benevolence of God, to 
say, that it sends forth these wide and distant emanations over 
the surface of a territory so ample ; that the world we inhabit 



Digitized 



by Google 



town's fourth reader. 291 

lying imbedded as it does, amidst so much surrounding 
gfreatness, shrinks into a point that to the universal eye 
might appear to be almost imperceptible. 

3. But does it not add to the power and to the perfection 
of this universal eye, that at the very moment it is taking a 
compreh'^nsive survey of the vast, it can fasten a steady and 
nndistracted attention on each minute and separate portion of 
it ; that at the very moment it is looking at all worlds, it can 
look most pointedly and most intelligently to ench of them ; 
that at the very moment it sweeps the field of immtnsity, it 
can settle ail the earnestness of its regards upon every distinct 
hand -breadth of that .field ; that at the very moment at which it 
embraces the totality of existence, it can send a most thorough 
and penetrating inspection into each of its details, and into 
every one of its endless diversities ? You cannot fail to per- 
teive how much this adds to the power of the all-seeing eye. 

4. Tell me, then, if it do not add as much perfection to the 
benevolence of God, that while it is expatiating over the vast 
field of created things, there is not one portion of the held 
overlooked by it ; that while it scatters blessings over the whole 
of an infinite range, it causes them to descend in a shower of 
plenty on every separate habitation ; that, while his arm is 
underneath and round about all worlds, he enters within the 
precincts of every one of them, and gives a care and a ten- 
derness to each individual of their teeming population. 

5. O ! does not the God, who is said to be love, shed over 
this attribute of his, its finest illustration ! when, while he sits 
in the highest heaven, and pours out his fullness on the whole 
subordinate domain of nature and of Providence, he bows a 
pitying regard on the very humblest of his children, and sends 
his reviving spirit into e'ery heart, and cheers by his presence 
every home, and provides for the wantf« of everv familv. and 
watches every sick-bed, and listens to the complaints of every 
sufierer ; and while, by his wondrous mind, the weight of uni- 
versal government is borne, O • is it not more wondrous and 
more excellent still, that he feels for every sorrow, and has an 
dsi open to every prayer ! 
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LESSON xcn 

DECISIVE INTEGRITY. 

WIBT. 

1. The man who is so conscious of the rectitude of hit 
intentions, as to be willing to open his bosom to the inspection 
of die world, is in possession of one of the strongest pillars of 
a decided character. The course of such a man will be firm 
and steady, because ne has nothing to fear from the world, 
and is sure of the approbation and support of heaven. While 
he who is conscious of secret and dark designs, which, if 
knoWTi, would blast mm, is perpetually shrinking and dodging 
from public observation, and i^ ilraid of all around, and much 
more, of all above him. 

2. Such a man may, indeed, pursue his iniquitous plans 
steadily ; he may waste himself to a skeleton in the guilty 
pursuit ; but it is impossible that he can pursue them with the 
same health-inspiring confidence and exulting alacrity, with 
him who feels at every step that he is in the pursuit of honest 
ends by honest means. The clear, unclouded brow, the open 
countenance, the brilliant eye which can look an honest man 
steadfastly, yet courteously, in the face, the healthfully beat- 
ing heart, and the firm, elastic step, belong to him whose 
bosom is free from guile, and who knows that all his motives 
and purposes are pure and right. 

3. Why should such a man falter in his course ? He may 
be slandered ; he may be deserted by the world ; but he has 
that within, which will keep him erect, and enable him to 
move onward in his course, with his eyes fixed on heaven, 
which he knows will not desert him. 

4. Let your first step, then, in that discipline which is to 
give you decision of character, be the heroic determination to 
be honest men, and to preserve this character through every 
vicissitude of fortune, and in every relation which connects 
you with society. 1 do not use this phrase, " honest men," in 
the narrow sense merely of meeting your pecuniary engage* 
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ments, and paying your debts ; for this the common pnde of 
gentlemen will constrain you to do. 

5. I use it in its larger sense oi discharging all your duties 
both public and private, both open and secret, with the most 
scrupulous, Heaven-attesting integrity ; in that sense, further 
which drives from the bosom all little, dark, crooked, sordid, 
debasing considerations of self, and substitutes in their place 
a bolder, loftier, and nobler spirit ; one that will dispose you 
to consider yourselves as bom, not so much for yourselves, 
as for your country and your fellow-creatures, and which 
will lead you to act on every occasion sincerely, justly, gen- 
erously, magnanimously. 



LESSON xcni. 

OUSTAVUS VASA — SIVAED* — ARNOLDUS' — DA LEO ARLIANS.^ 

BBOOKK. 

[The following dialogue is founded upon the &ct that Chrisdenii 
or Christian 11., king of Denmark, attempted to make himself master 
of the throne of Sweden, but was defeated and expelled from thfi 
oountxy by Gustavus Vasa, a Swede, of royal descent, who after 
wards became king of Sweden.] 

Ousiavus disguised as a peasant. 
Gustavus. Ye men of Sweden, wherefore are ye come ? 
See ye not yonder, how the locusts swarm. 
To drink the fountains of your honor up. 
And leave your hills a desert ? — Wretched men ! 
Why came ye forth ? Is this a time for sport ? 
Or are ye met with song and jovial feast, 
To welcome your new guests, your Danish visitants ? 
To stretch your supply necks beneath their feet. 
And fawning, lick the dust ? — Go, go, my countrymen 
Each to your several mansions, trim them out. 
Cull all the tedious earnings of your toil, 

^PleiitteofBaiiMilbrmeaofSvidMi. » Datooi ri toi i g; dtiaaas cf P i toc a rl li , a prov^ 
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To purchase bondage. — O, Swedes ! Swedes ! 

Heavens ! are ye men, and will ye suffer this ? 

There was a time, my friends, a glorious time ! 

Wlien, had a single man of your forefathers 

Upon the frontiers met a host in arms, 

Hid courage scarce had turned ; himself had stood, 

Alone had stood, the bulwark of his country. 

Come, come on, then. Here I take my stand ! 

Here, on the brink, the very verge of liberty ; 

Although contention rise upon the clouds, 

Mix heaven with earth, and roll the ruin onward, 

Here will I fix, and breast me to the shock. 

Till I, or Denmark, fall. 
Sivard. And who art thou, 

That thus would swallow all the glory up 

That should redeem the times ? Behold this breast ! 

The sword has tilled it ; and the stripes of slaves 

Shall ne'er trac»> honor here ; shall never blot 

The fair inscript on. Never shall the cords 

Of Danish insolence bind down these arms, 

That bore my royal master from the field. 
Gust, Ha! Say you so, brother ? Were you there — O, grief! 

Where liberty and Stenon fell together ? 
Siv. Yes, I was there. — A bloody field it was, 

Where conquest gasped, and wanted breath to tell 

Its o'er-toiled triumph. There our bleeding king, 

There Stenon on this bosom made his bed. 

And rolling back his dying eyes upon me. 

Soldier, he cried, if e*er it be thy lot 

To see my gallant cousin, great Gustavus, 

Tell him — for once, that I have fought like him, — 

And would, like him, have — 

Conquered. 
Gtist. O, Danes ! Danes ! 

You shall weep blood for this. Shall they not, brother ? 

Yes, we will deal our might with thrifty vengeance, 

A li£i £Df every blow, and, when we fall, 
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There shall be weight in 't ; like the tottering towers 

That draw contigudus ruin. 
Siv, Brave, brave man ! 

My soul admires thee. By my father's spirit, 

I would not barter such a death as this 

For immortality ! Nor we alone — 

Here be the trusty gleanings of that fiela. 

Where last we fought for freedom ; here 's rich poverty, 

Though wrapped in rags — my fifty brave companions ; 

Who, through the force of fifteen thousand foes, 

Bore off their king, and saved his great remains. 
(SusU Why, captain. 

We could but die alone ; with these we '11 conquer. 

My fellow-laboreis, too — What say ye, friends? 

Shall we not strike for it ? 
Siv, Death ! Victory, or death ! 
AH. No bonds ! no bonds ! 
Amddus, Spoke like yourselves — Yo men of Dalecarlia, 

Brave men and bold ! whom every future age 

Shall mark for wondrous deeds, achievements won 

From honor's dangerous summit, warriors all ! 

Say, might ye choose a chief ? 

Speak, name the man 

Who then should meet your wish ? 
Siv, Forbear the theme. 

Why would'st thou seek tp sink us with the weight 

Of grievous recollection ! O Gustavus ! 

Could the dead awake, thou wert the man. 
Gmty Didst thou know Gustavus ? 
Siv, Know him ! O, Heaven ! what else, who else was worth 

The knowledge of a soldier ^ That great day. 

When Christiern, in his third attempt on Sweden, 

Had summed his powers, and weighed the scale of fight 

On the bold brink, the very push of conquest, 

Gustavus rushed, and bore the battle down ; 

In his full sway of prowess, like leviathan, 
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That scoops his foaming progress on the main 

And drives the shoals along — forward I sprung 

All emulous, and laboring to attend him ; 

Fear fled before, behind him rout grew loud, 

And distant wonder gazed. At length he turned. 

And having eyed me with a wondrous look 

Of sweetness mixed with glory — grace inestimable ! 

He plucked this bracelet from his conquering arm, 

And bound it here. My wrist seemed trebly nerved ; 

My heart spoke to him, and I did such deeds 

As best might thank him. But from that blessed day 

I never saw him more — yet still to this 

I bow, as to the relics of my saint : 

Each mom I drop a tear on every bead. 

Count all the glories of Gustavus o'er, 

And think I still behold him. 

Chist. Rightly thougiit, 
For so thou dost, my soldier, 
Behold your general, 

Gustavus ! come once more to lead you on 
To laureled victory, to fame, to freedom ! 

Siv. Strike me, ye powers ! it is illusion all ! 
It cannot — It is, it is ! cf*ii« mmi tmbncM ui kM^^ 

Gttst. p, speechless eloquence ! 
Rise to my arms, my friend. 

Siv, Friend ! say you friend ? 

O, my heart's lord ! my conqueror ! my 

Gtut. Approach, my fellow-soldiers, your Gustavus 
Claims no precedence here. 
Haste, brave men ! 

Collect your friends, to join us on the instant ; 
Summon our brethren to their share of conquestf 
And let loud echo, from her circling hills, 
Sound freedom, till the undulation shake 
The bounds of utmost Sweden ! 



Digitized 



by Google 



Toinm's FonsTH reaobk. fM 

LESSON XCIV. 

DUTIES OF TOTJTH. 

CHAN17ING. 

1. FmsT, you are required to view and treat your parents 
with respect. Your tender, inexperienced age requires that 
you think of yourselves with humility, and conduct yourselves 
with modesty ; that you respect the superior age and wisdom 
and improvements of your parents, and observe toward them 
a submissive deportment. Nothing is more unbecoming in 
you, nothing will render you more unpleasant in the eyes of 
others, than froward or contemptuous conduct towards your 
parents. 

2. Secomily, you should be grateful to your parents. Con- 
sider how much you owe them. The time has been, and it 
was not a long time past, when you depended wholly on their 
kindness, when you had no strength to make a single effort 
for yourselves, when you could neither speak nor walk, and 
knew not the use of any of your powers. Had not a parent's 
arm supported you, you must have fallen to the earth and 
perished. Observe with attention the infants which you so 
often see, and consider that, a little while ago, you were as 
feeble as they are ; you were only a burden and a care, and 
you had nothing with which you could repay your j)arents' 
affection. 

3. But did they forsake you ? How many sleepless nights 
iiave they been disturbed by your cnes ! When you were 
sick, how tenderly did they hang over you! With what 
pleasure have they seen you grow up in health to your present 
state ! And what do you now possess which you have not 
received at their hands ? God, indeed, is your great parent, 
your best friend, and from Him every good gift descends ; 
out God is pleased to bestow everything upon you, through 
the kindness of your parents. To your parents you owe 
every comfort ; you owe to them the shelter you enjoy from 
the rain and cold, the raiment which covers, and the food 
which nourishes you. 
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4. While you are seeking amusement, or are employed in 
gaining knowledge at school, your parents are toiling that you 
may be happy, that your wants may be supplied, that your 
mind may be miproved, that you may grow up and be useful 
in the world. And when you consider hoT^Hjften you have 
fc^eited all this kindness, and yet how ready they have been 
to forgive you, and to continue their favors, ought you not to 
look upon them with the tenderest gratitude ? 

5. What greater monster can there be than an unthankful 
child, whose heart is never warmed and melted by the daily 
expressions of parental solicitude ; who, instead of requiting 
his best friends by his affectionate conduct, is sullen and pas- 
sionate, and thinks that his parents have done nothing for 
him, because they will not do all he desires ? My young 
friends, your parents' hearts have ached enough for you al- 
ready ; you should strive from this time, by your expressions 
of gratitude and love, to requite their goodness. Do you ask 
how you may best express these feelings of respect and grati- 
tude which have been enjoined ? In answer, I would observe : 

6. Thirdly, that you must make it your study to obey your 
parents, to do what they command, and do it cheerfully. Your 
own hearts will tell you that this is a most natural and proper 
expression of honor and love. For how often .do we see chil- 
dren oj^sing their wills to the will of their parents ; refusing 
to comply with absolute commands ; growing more obstinate, 
the more they are required to do what they dislike> and at last 
suUenly and unwillingly obeying because they can no longer 
refuse without exposing themselves to punishment? Consider 
my young friends, that by such conduct you very much dis 
please God, who has given you parents, that they may control 
your passions, and train you up in the way you should go. 

7. Consider how much better they can decide for you, than 
you can for yourselves. You know but little of the world 
in which you live. You hastily catoh at anything which 
promises you pleasure ; and unless the authority of a parent 
should restrain you, you would soon rush into ruin without a 
thought or a fear. In pursuing your own inclinations yooi 
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health would be destroyed, your minds would run waste, you 
would grow up slothful, selfish, a trouble to others, and bur^ 
densome to yourselves. 

8. Submit, then, cheerfully, to your parents. Have yoa 
not eiqperienced their goodness long enough to know that they . 
wish to make you happy, even when their commands are most 
seTere ? Prove, then, your sense of their goodness, by doing 
cheerfully what they require. When they oppose your wishes, 
do not think that you have more knowledge than they. Do 
not receive their commands with a sour, angry, sullen look, 
which says, louder than words, that you obey only because you 
dare not rebel. If they deny your requests, do not persist in 
urging them ; but consider how many requests they have 
already granted you. Consider that you have no claim upon 
them, and that it will be base and ungrateful for you, after 
all their tenderness, to murmur and complain. 

9. Fourthly, you must further express your respect, affection, 
and gratitude, by doing all in your power to assist and oblige 
your parents. Children can very soon make return fbr the 
kindness they receive. Every day, you can render your parents 
0ome little service, and often save them many cares, and some- 
times not a little expense. There have been children, who 
in early life, have been great supports to their sick, poor and 
helpless parents. This is the most honorable way in which 
you can be employed. You must never think too highly of 
yourselves, to be unwilling to do anything for those who have 
done so much for you. You should never let your amusements 
take such a hold of your minds, as to make you slothful, back- 
ward and unwilling, when you are called to serve your parents. 

10. Fifthly, you should express your respect for your par- 
ents, and your sense of their kindness and superior wisdom, 
by placing unreserved confidence in them. This is a very 
nnportant duty. Children should learn to be honest, sincere, 
and upen-hearted to their parents. An artful, hypocritical 
child is one of the most unpromising characters in the world. 
You should have no secrets which you are unwilling to disclose 
to your parents. If you have done wrong, you should openly 
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confess it, and ask that forgiveness which a parent's heart is 
ready to bestow. 

11. If you wish to undertake anything, ask their consent 
Never begin anything in the hope that you can conceal your 

. iesign. If you once strive to impose on your parents, you 
will be led on from one step to another, to invent falsehoods, 
to practice artifice, till you will become contemptible and 
hateful. You will soon be detected, and then none will trust 
you, 

12. Lastly, you must prove your respect and gratitude to 
your parents by attending seriously to their instructions and 
admonitions, and by improving the advantages they afford you 
for becoming wise, useful, good and happy forever. You 
must prove your gratitude to them and to God, by listening 
respectfully and attentively to what they say ; by shunning the 
temptations of which they warn you, and by walking in the 
paths they mark out before you. You must labor to answer 
their hopes and wishes, by improving in knowledge ; by being 
industrious at school ; by living peaceably with your com- 
panions ; by avoiding all profane and wicked language ; by 
fleeing bad company ; by treating all persons with respect ; 
by being kind, and generous, and honest ; and by loving and 
.serving your Father in Heaven. 

13. My young friends, I have now set before you your 
duties. Let me once more beseech you to honor your father 
and mother. Ever cling to them with confidence and love. 
Be to them an honor, an ornament, a solace and a support 
Be more than they expect, and if possible, be all that they 
desire. To you they are now looking with an affection which 
trembles for your safety. So live, that their eyes may ever 
fix on you with beams of hope and joy. So live, that the 
recollection of you may soothe their last hours. May you 
now walk by their side, in the steps of the Holy Savior ; 
and through his grace, may you meet again in a better and 
happier world. 
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LESSON XCV. 

FEMALE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

HANNAH MOBB. 

1. A YOUNG lady may excel in speaking French and Italian 5 
may repeat a few passages from a volume of extracts ; play 
like a professor, and sing like a syren ; have her dressing-room 
decorated with her own drawings, tables, stands, flower-pots, 
screens, and cabinets ; and yet we shall insist that she may 
have been' very badly educated. 

2. I am far from meaning to set no value whatever on 
any or all of these qualifications ; they are all of them elegant, 
and many of them properly tend to the perfecting of a polite 
education. These things, in their measure and degree, may 
be done ; but there are others which should not be left undone. 
Many things are becoming, but " one thing is needful." Be- 
sides, as the world seems to be fully apprized of the value of 
whatever tends to embellish life, there is less occasion here to 
insist on its importance. 

3. But, though a well bred young lady may lawfully learn 
most of the fashionable arts ; yet, let me ask, does it seem to 
be the true end of education, to make women of fashion, sing- 
ers, pls^yers, painters, actresses, sculptors, gilders, vamishers, 
engiavers, and embroiderers? 

4. Most men are commonly destined to some profession, and 
their minds are consequently turned, each to its respective 
objeci. Would it not be strange, if they were called out to 
exercise their profession, or to set up their trade, with only a 
little general knowledge of the trades and professions of all 
other men, and without any previous definite application to 
their own peculiar calling ? 

5. The profession of ladies, to which the bent of their in- 
struction should be turned, is that of daughters, wives, mothers, 
and mistresses of families. They should be, therefore, trained 
with a view to these several conditions, and be furnished with 
a stock of ideas, and principles, and qualifications, and habitSi 

2G 
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ready to be applied and appropriated, as occasion may demand^ 
to each of these respective situations. 

6. For though the arts which merely embellish life must 
claim admiration ; yet, when a man of sense comes to marry, 
it is a companion whom he wants, and not an artist. It is not 
merely a creature who can pamt, and play, and sing, and draw, 
and dress; it is a being who can comfort and counsel him; 
one who can reason, and reflect, and feel, and, judge, and dis 
course, and discriminate ; one who can assist him in his afl^rs, 
lighten his cares, soothe his sorrows, purify his joys, strength* 
en his principles, and educate his children. 



LESSON XCVl. 



FEMALE EDUCATION. 



1. If Christianity may be said to have given a permanent 
elevation to woman, as an intellectual and moral being, it is 
as true that the present age, above all others, has given play 
to her genius, and taught us to reverence its influence. It was 
the fashion of other times to treat the literary acquirements 
of the sex as starched pedantry, or vain pretension ; to stig- 
matize them as inconsistent with those domestic affections and 
virtues which constitute the charm of society. 

2. We had abundant homilies read upon their amiable 
weaknesses and sentimental delicacy, upon their timid gentle- 
ness and submissive dependence ; as if to taste the fruit of 
knowledge were ff deadly sin, and ignorance were the sole 
guardian of innocence. Most women had no character at 
all, beyond that of purity and devotion to their families. 

3. Admirable as are these qualities, it seemed an abuse of 
the gifts of Providence to deny to mothers the power of in- 
structing their children, to wives the privilege of sharing the 
intellectual pursuits oUheir husbanas, to sisters and daughter! 
Che delight of ministering knowledge in the fireside circle, to 
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youth and beaaty the charm of refined sense, to age and in 
firmity the consolation of studies which elevate the soul and 
gladden the listless hours of despondency. 

4. These things have, in a great measure, passed away. 
The prejudices which dishonored the sex have yielded to the 
influence of truth. By slow but sure advances, education has 
extended itself through all ranks of female society. There is 
no longer any dread, lest the culture of science should foster 
that masculine boldness and restless independence, which 
alarms by its sallies, or wounds by its inconsistencies. 

5. We have seen that here, as everywhere else, knowledge 
is favorable to human virtue and human happiness ; that the 
refinement of literature adds luster to the devotion of piety ; 
that true learning, like true taste, is modest and unostentatious; 
that grace of manners receives a higher polish from the disci- 
pline of the schools ; that cultivated genius sheds a cheering 
light over domestic duties, and its very sparkles, like those of 
the diamond, attest at once its power and its purity. 

6. There is not a rank of female society, however high, 
which does not now pay homage to literature, or that would 
not blush, even at the suspicion of that ignorance, which, a 
half century ago, was neither uncommon nor discreditable. 
There is not a parent, whose pride may not glow at the 
thought, that his daughter's happiness is in a great measure 
within her own command, whether she keeps the cool, seques* 
tered vale of life, or visits the busy walks of fashion. 

'''. A new path is thus opened for female exertion, to alle- 
viate the pressure of misfortune, without any supposed sacri 
fice of dignity or modesty. Man no longer aspires to an 
exclusive dominion in authorship. He has rivals or allies m 
almost every department of knowledge ; and they are to be 
found among those whose elpg:ance of manners and blameless- 
ness of life command his respect, as much as their talents 
excite his admiration. 

8. Who is there that does not contemplate with enthusiasm 
the precious fragments of Elizabeth Smith,' the venerable 

a RHs^sbeth Smith ; an Ehgliflh poetMs of ran clanicA attalnmentt. 
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kanung of Elizabeth Garter,* the elevated piety of Hannah 
More/ the persuasive sense of Mrs. Barbauld,* the elegant 
memoirs of her accomplished niece, the bewitching fiction of 
Madame D'Arblay,** the vivid, picturesque and terrific imagery 
of Mrs. jRadcliffe,' the glowing poetry of Mrs. Hemans,' the 
matchless wit, the inexhaustible conversations, the fine char- 
acter punting, the practical instructions, of Miss Edgeworth I* 



LESSON xcvn. 



FEMALE PIETY. 



1. The gem of all others which enriches the coronet of a 
lady's character is unaffected piety. Nature may lavish mhch 
on her person ; the enchantment of the countenance, the grace 
of her mein, or the strength of her intellect ; yet her loveli- 
ness is uncrowned, till piety throws around the whole the 
sweetness and power of her charms. She then becomes un- 
earthly in desires and associations. 

2. The spell which bound her affections to the things below 
is broken, and she mounts on the silent wings of her fancy and 
hope to the habitation of God, where it is her delight to hold 
communion with the spirits that have been ransomed from the 
thraldom of earth, and wreathed with a garland of glory. 

3. Her beauty may throw a magical charm over many; 
princes and conquerors may bow with admiration at the shrine 
of her love ; the sons of science and poetry may embalm her 
memory in history and song ; yet her piety must be her orna- 
ment, her pearl. Her name must be written in the " Book 
of Life," that when the mountains fade away, and every 
memento of earthly greatness is lost in the general wreck of 
nature, it may remain and swell the list of that mighty throng, 

» Elizabeth Gutter ; an English poetess of great learning, b Han' nah More ; an English 
poetess and moralist, c Mrs. Bar'bauld; (A.Leiitia Aiken,) an English poetess and 
prose writer, d Madime D'Arblay', (mft'-dftme' dar-blft',) Francis Bumey; an elegant 
English prose writer. • Mrs. Rad'cliflTe, (Ann Ward ; ) an elegant English prose writer. 
Mn. Hemaofl, (Felicia D. Browne ;) a distinguished English poetess, g Mist Alaria 
Bdfft'worth ; a divUnguished prose writer, born at Edgewortlitown, IfalaiuL 
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wlio have been clothed with the mantle of righteousnessi 
and their voices attuned to the melody of heaven. 

4. With such a treasure, every lofty gratification on earth 
may be purchased ; friendships will be doubly sweet, pain and 
sorrow shall lose their sting^ and the character will possess a 
price " far above riches ;" life will be hut a pleasant visit to 
earth, and' death the entrance upon a joyful and perpetual 
home. And when the notes of the last trumpet shall be heard, 
and sleeping millions awake to judgment, its possessor shall 
be presented " faultless before the throne of God, with exceed* 
mg joy, and a crown of glory that shall never fade away." 

5. Such is piety. Like a tender flower, planted in the 
fertile soil of woman's heart, it grows, expanding its foliage 
and imparting its fragrance to dll around, till transplanted, it 
is set to bloom in perpetual vigor and unfading beauty in the 
Paradise of God. Follow this star ; it will light you through 
every labyrinth in the wilderness of life, gild the gloom that 
will gather around you in a dying hour, and bring you safely 
over the tempestuous Jordan of death, into the haven of prom- 
ised and settled rest. 



LESSON XCVHL 

THE ROMAIC SOLDIER — DESTRUCTION OF HSRCULANBUM. 

ATHBB8TONB. 
PART I. 

There was a man, 
A Roman soldier, for some daring deed 
That trespassed on the laws, in dungeon low • 
Chained down. His was a noble spirit, rough, 
But generous, and brave, and kind. 
He had a son ; it was a rosy boy, 
A little faithful copy of his sire 
In face and gesture.^ From infancy the child 
Had been his father's solace and his care. 
26* T * , 
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2. Every sport 

The father shared and heightened. But at length 
The rigorous law had gtasped him, and condemned 
To fetters and to darkness. 

The captive's lot 
He felt, in all its bitterness ; — the walls 
Of his deep dungeon answered many a sigh 
And heart-heaved groan. His tale was knowiji^nd touched 
His jailer with compassion ; — and the boy. 
Thenceforth a frequent visitor, beguiled 
His father's lingering hours, and brought a balm 
With his loved presence, that in every wound 
Dropt heeding. But in this terrific hour 
He was a poisoned arrow in the breast 
Where he had been a cure. 



3. With earliest mom. 

Of that first day of darkness* and amaze^ ^ 
He came. The iron door was closed, — for them 
Never to open more ! The day, the night. 
Dragged slowly by ; nor did they know the fate 
Impending o'er the city. Well they heard 
The pent-up thunders in the earth beneath, 
And felt its giddy rocking : and the air 
Grew hot at length, and thick ; but in his stravir 
The boy was sleeping : and the father hoped 
The earthquake might pass by ; nor would he wake 
From his sound rest the unfearing child, nor teD 
The dangers of their state. On his low couch 
The fettered soldier sunk ; and with deep awe 
Listened the fearful sounds : with upturned eye 
To the great gods he breathed a prayer ; then strove 
To calm himself, and lose in sleep a while 
His useless terrors. 



•■ DarkiMM produced by volcanic smoke, which procdded4he eraptlon oCMoiiot Van 
fSmt when Herculaneum wae destroyed, k.. Ti.79. 
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i. But he could not sleep. 

His body ourned with feverish heat ; his chains 
Clanked loud, although he moved not ; deep in eaith 
Groaned unimaginable thunders ; sounds, 
Fearful and ominous, arose and died, 

' Like the sad moanings of November's^ wind. 
In the blank midnight. Deepest horror chilled 
His blood that burned before ; cold, clammy sweats 
Came o'er him ; then, anon, a fiery thrill 
Shot through his veins. Now on his couch he shrank 
And shivered, as in hax ; now upright leaped, 
As though he heard the battle-trumpet sound. 
And longed to cope with death. 

He slept at last» 
A troubled, dreamy sleep. Well — had he slept 
Never to waken more ! His hours are few, 
Bu^ terriUe his agony. 



1. Soon the storm 

Burst forth ; the lightnings glanced; the air 

Shook with the thunders. They awoke ; they sprung 

Amazed upon their feet The dungeon glowed 

A moment as in sunshine — and was dark. 

Again a flood of white flame fills the cell ; 

Dying away upon the dazzled eye 

In darkening, quivering tints, as stunning sound 

Dies throbbing, ringing in the ear. Silence, 

And blackest darkness. With intensest awe 

The soldier's frame was filled ; and many a thought 

Of strange foreboding hurried through his mind, 

As underneath he felt the fevered earth 

Jarring and lifting, and the massive walls 

Heard harshly grate and strain. 

2. Loudly the fadier called upon his child. 
No voice replied Trembling and anxiously 

He searched their couch of straw ; with headlong haste 
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Trod round his stinted limits, and, low bent, 
Groped darkling on the earth.: no child was there. 
Again he called : again, at farthest stretch 
Of his accursed fetters, till the blood 
Seemed bursting from his ears, and from his eyes 
Fire flashed ; }^e strained with arm extended Du, 
And fingers widely spread, greedy to touch 
Though but his idol's garment. Useless toil ! 
Yet still renewed: still round and round he goes, 
And strains, and snatches ; and, with dreadM cnes 
Calls on his boy. Mad frenzy fires him now. 
He plants against the wall his feet ; his chain 
Grasps :^tugs, with giant strength,^ force away 
The deep-driven staple : yells and shrieks with rage 

3. And, like a desert lion in the snare 
Raging to break his toils, to and fro he bounds. 
But see ! the ground is opening : a blue light 
Mounts, gently waving ; noiseless ; thin and cold 
It seems, and like a rainbow tint, not flame ; 
But by its luster, on the earth outstretched, 
Behold the lifeless child ! his dress is singed, 
And o'er his face serene a darkened line 
Points out the lightning's track. 

4. The father saw ; 
And all his fury fled : a dead calm fell 

That instant on him : speechless, $xed he stood. 
And with a look that never wandered, gazed 
Intensely on the corse. Those laughing eyes 
Were not yet closed ; and round those ruby lips 
The wonted smile returned. 

5. Silent and pale 

The father stands : no tear is in his eye : 
The thunders bellow; but he heats them not;. 
The ground lifts like a sea; he knows it not; 
The strong walls grind and gape : the vaulted roof 
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Takes shapes like bubble tossing in the wind. 
See ! he looks up and smiles ; for death to him 
is happiness. Yet could one last embrace 
Be given, 'twere still a sweeter thing to die. 

6. It will be given. Look ! how the rolling ground, 
At every swell, nearer and still more near 
Moves toward the father's outstretched arm his boy. 
Once he has touched his garment ; how his eye 
Lightens with love, and hope, and anxious fears ! 
Ha ! see ; he has him now ! he clasps him round ; 
Kisses his face ; puts back the curling locks <p 
That shaded his fine brow ; looks in his eyes ; 
Grasps in his own those little dimpled hands ; 
Then folds him to his breast, as he was wont 
To lie when sleeping, and resigned awaits 
Undreaded death. 

And death came soon, and swift, 
And pangk >s. 

The huge pile sunk down at once 
Into the opening earth. Walls, arches, roof, 
And deep foundation-stones, all mingling, fell ! 



LESSON XCIX. 

INFLUENCE OF SUPERIOR MINDS. 

flPRAOVB. 

1. It belongs to cultivated men to construct, and put io 
Diotion, and direct, the complex machinery of civil society. 
SVho originated these free institutions, the arteries through 
which the life-blood of our country's prosperity circulates ? 
Who built and rocked the cradle of American liberty, and 
gr jrded the infant angel, until she walked forth in the vigor 
af a glorious matunty ? 

2. Whom do we welcome to the helm of state, when the 
stonn of faction beats, or dark clouds hang about the heavens ? 
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Who speak, trampet-tongued, fo a nation's ear, in behalf of a 
nation's rights ? Who hold the scales of equity,^mea8iiring 
out a portion both to the just and the unjust ? Are they men 
who have been nursed in the lap of ignorance, or are they 
not rather your great and cultivated minds ; your Franklins," 
and Madisons,** and Adamses*'; and your Kents,** and Spen- 
cers,* and Storys ? ' 

3. And then, again, who framed that social system, if 
system it could be called, which exploded in the horrors of the 
French revolution ;' sporting with time-hallowed associations, 
and unsealing all the fountains of blood ? Think you that 
ignoran(A was the presiding genius in that war of elements I 

4. O, no ; the master-spirits had many of them been known 
as standard-bearers in the empire of letters ; they partook at 
once of the strength of the angel, and the depravity of the 
fiend. And, as it is in these opposite cases that I have 
mentioned, so it is always and everywhere ; men with culti 
vated minds will ultimately have the power, whether the) 
use it in the spirit of a lofty patriotism, or pervert it to do 
homage to faction, and tear society in pieces. 



LESSON C. 

DUTY OF UTERART MEN TO THEIR COTTNTRy. 

1. We cannot honor our country with too deep a rever 
ence; we cannot love her with an affection too pure and 
fervent ; we cannot serve her with an energy of purpose or a 
fEUthfulness of zeal too steadfast and ardent. And what is 
our country ? It is not the East, with her hills and her valleys 
with her countless sails, and the rocky ramparts of her shores 

»BonJaitttn Pianklin, the philosopher, bjames Madison; fcurth PresMem of the 
CJnited Sutae. e Samuel, John, and John Quincy Adams. •! Chaacellur Kent, of New 
Yoik. •Ambrose Spracer, of N^w York, f Justice Story, of Cambridge KPrenct: 
Revolution; a reroljution in the French government in 1793, in mhith lx>ui8 JCVI. wa.« 
cnilloUiMd, and many of his subjects destroyed. 
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.t is not the North, with her thousand villages, and her 
harvest-home, with her frontiers of the lake and the ocean. 

2. If is not the West, with her forest-sea and her inland 
isles, with her luxuriant expanses, clothed in the verdant com, 
with her beautiful Ohio, and he* majestic Missouri. Nor is 
it yet the South, opulent in the mmiic snow of the cotton, in 
the rich plantations of the rustling cane, and m the golden 
robes of the rice-field. What are these but the sister families 
of one greater, better, holier family, our country ? I come not 
here to speak the dialect, or to give the counsels of the patriot 
statesman. 

3. I come, a patriot-scholar, to vindicate the rights, and to 
plead for the interests of American literature. And be 
assured, that we cannot, as patriot-scholars, think too highly 
of that country, or sacrifice too much for her. And let us 
never forget, let us rather remember with a religious awe, that 
the union of these States is as indispensable to our literature, 
as it is to" our national independence and civil liberties, to our 
prosperity, happiness, and improvement. 

4. If, indeed, we desire to behold a literature like that, 
which has sculptured, with such energy of expression, which 
has painted so faithfully and vividly, the crimes, the vices, the 
follies of ancient and modem Europe ; if we desire that our 
land should furnish for the orator and the novelist, for the 
painter and the poet, age after age, the wild and romantic 
scenery of war ; the glittering march of armies, and the rev- 
elry of the camp ; the shrieks and blasphemies, and all the 
horrors of the battle field ; the desolation of the harvest, and 
the burning cottage ; the storm, the sack, and the ruin of 
cities ; if we desire to unchain the furious passions of jeal- 
ousy and selfishness, of hatred, revenge and ambition, those 

ions, that now sleep hannless in their den ; if we desire thai 
the lake, the river, the ocean, should blush with the blood of 
brothers ; that the winds should waft from the land to the sea, 
from the sea to the land, the roar and the smoke of battle; 
that the very mountain tops should become altars for the sac- 
rifice of brothers ; if we desire that these, and such as thes^ 
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the elements, to an incredible extent, of the literatare of the 
old world, should be the elements of our literature ; then, but 
:hen only, let us hurl from its pedestal the majestic statue of 
our union, and scatter its fragments over all our land. 

5. Bat, if we covet for our country the noblest, purest^ 
loveliest literature the world has ever seen, such a literature 
IS shall honor God, and bless mankind ; a literature, whose 
miles might play upon an angePs face, whose tears " would 
:iot stain an angePs cheek ;" then let us cling to the union of 
these States, with a patriot's love, with a scholar's enthusiasm, 
with a Christian's hope. In her heavenly character, as a holo- 
caust^ self-sacrificed to God ; at the height of her glory, as 
the ornament of a free, educated, peaceful, Christian people, 
American literature will find that the intellectual spirit is her 
very tree of life, and that union is her garden of paradise. 



LESSON CI. 



THE OBJECT OF ASTRONOMY. 



1. The study of astronomy must have been coeval with the 
existence of man ; for there is no rational being, who has for 
the first time lifted his eyes to the nocturnal sky, and beheld 
the moon walking in brightness amid the planetary u^^ ' 
the hosts of stars, but must have been struck with admiration 
and wonder at the splendid scene, and excited to inquiries 
into the nature au'l destination of those far distant orbs. 
Compared with the splendor, the amplitude, the august 
motiouh, and the ideas of infinity which the celestial vault 
presents, the most resplendent terrestrial scenes sink into 
manity, and appear unworthy of being set in competition 
with the glories of the sky. 

2. When on a clear autumnal evening, after sunset, we taKe 
a serious and attentive view of the celestial canopy ; when we 
behold the moon displaying her brilliant crescent in the west- 
f I II ■ . ... I 
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em sky ; the evening star gilding the shades of night ; the 
planets moving in their several orbs; the stars, one aftef 
another, emerging froifJ the blue ethereal, and gradually Iigh^ 
nig up the firmament, till it appears all over spangled with a 
bqlliant assemblage of shining orbs ; and, particularly, when 
we behold one cluster of stars gradually descending below ihe 
western horizon, and other clusters emerging from the east, 
and ascending, in unison, the canopy of heaven : when we 
contemplate the whole celestial vault, with all the shining orbs 
it contains, moving in silent grandeur, like one vast concave 
sphere, around this lower world, and the place on which we 
stand ; such a scene naturally leads a reflecting mind to such 
inquiries as these : Whence come those stars which are as- 
cending from the east? Whither have those gone which 
have disappeared in the west ? 

3. What becomes of the stars during the day, which are 
feen in the night ? Is the motion which appears in the celestial 
^ault real, or does a motion in the earth itself cause this ap- 
pearance ? What are those immense numbers of shining 
orbs which appear in every part of the sky ? Are they mere 
•jtuds or tapers fixed in the arch of heaven, or are they bodies 
of an immense size and splendor ? Do they shine with bor- 
rowed light, or with their own native luster? Are they 
placed only a few miles above the region of the clouds, or at 
immense distances, beyond the range of human comprehen- 
sion ? Can their distance be ascertained ? Can their bulk 
be computed ? By what laws are their motions regulated ? 
and what purposes are they destined to subserve in the great 
plan of the universe ? These, and similar questions, it is the 
gieat object of astronomy to resolve, so far as the humar 
mind has been enabled to prosecute the path of discovery. 
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LESSON CIL 

HITMBBR AND MAGNITUDE OF THE STABS. 

DICK. 

1. If we extend our views from the solar system to the 
starry heavens, we have to penetrate, in our imagination, a 
space which the swiftest ball that was ever projected, though 
in perpetual motion, would not traverse in ten hundred thou- 
sand years. In those trackless regions of immensity, we 
behold an assemblage of resplendent globes, similar to the sun 
in size and in glory, and, doubtless, accompanied with a reti- 
nue of worlds, revolving, like our own, around their attractive 
influence. The immense distance at which the nearest stars 
are known to be placed, proves that they are bodies of a pro- 
digious size, not inferior to our own sun, and that they shine, 
not by reflected rays, but by their own native light. 

2. But bodies encircled with such refulgent splendor would 
be of little use in the economy of Jehovah's empire, unless 
surrounding worlds were cheered by their benign influence, 
and enlightened by their beams. Every star is, therefore, with 
good reason, concluded to be a sun, no less spacious than ours, 
surrounded by a host of planetary globes which revolve around 
it as 8 center, and derive from it light, and heat, and comfort, 

3. Nearly a thousand of these luminaries may be seen in a 
clear winter night, by the naked eye ; so that a mass of mat- 
ter equal to a thousand solar systems, or to thirteen hundred 
and twenty millions of globes of the size of the earth, may be 
perceived by every common observer, in the canopy of heav- 
en. But all the celestial orbs which are perceived by the 
unassisted sight, do not form the eighty thousandth part of 
those which may be descried by the Jielp of optical instru- 
ments. 

4. The telescope has enabled us to descry, in certain spaces 
of the heavens, thousands of stars, where the naked eye could 
Rarcely discern twenty. The late celebrated astronomer, Dr. 
Hersche), has informed us, that, in the most crowded pbts of 
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the Milky-way, when exploring that region with his best 
glasses, he has had fields of view which contained no less 
than 588 stars, and these were continued for many minutes 5 
80 that " in one quarter of an hour's time there passed no 
less than one hundred and sixteen thousand stars through 
the field of view of his telescope." 

5. It has been computed that nearly one hundred millions 
of stars might be perceived by the most perfect instruments, 
were all the regions of the sky thoroughly explored. And 
yet all this vast assemblage of suns and worlds, when com- 
pared with what lies beyond the utmost boundaries of human 
vision, in the immeasurable spaces of creation, may be no 
more than the smallest particle of vapor to the immense 
ocean. Immeasurable regions of space lie beyond the utmost 
limits of mortal view, into which even imagination itself can 
scarcely penetrate, and which are,^ doubtless, replenished with 
the operations of Divine wisdom and omnipotence. 

6. For it cannot be supposed that a being so diminutive as 
man, whose stature scarcely exceeds six feet; who vanishes 
from the sight at the distance of a league ; whose whole hab- 
itation is invisible from the nearest star ; whose powers of 
vision are so imperfect, and whose mental faculties are so 
limited ; it cannot be supposed that man, who " dwells in tab- 
ernacles of clay, who is crushed before the moth," and chained 
down, by the force of gravitation, to the surface of a small 
planet, should be able to descry the utmost boundaries of the 
empire of Him who fills immensity, and dwells in " light un- 
approachable." 

7. That portion of his dominions, however,*which lies with- 
in the range of our view, presents such a scene of magnifi 
cence and grandeur, as mustTfiU the mind o4* every reflectmg 
person with astonishment and reverence, and constrain h m to 
exclaim, " Great is our Lord, and of great power ; his under- 
standing is infinite." " When I consider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars whicn thou hast 
ordained ; what is man, that thou art mindful of him ! " 
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LESSON cm. 

J HYMN TO THE STARS. 

1. Ay ! there ye shine, and there have shone 

In one eternal hour of prime ; 
Each rolling, bumingly, alone, 

Through boundless space and countless tune 
Ay ! there ye shine ! the golden dews 

That pave the realms by seraphs trod ; 
There, tlirough yon echomg vault difiuse 

The song of choral worlds to God. 

2. Ye visible spirits ! bright as erst, 

Young Eden's birth-night saw ye shine 
On all her flowers and fountains first, 

Yet sparkling from the hand divine. 
Yes ! bright as when ye^smiled to catch 

The music of a sphere so fair, 
Ye hold your high immortal watch. 

And gird your God's pavilion there ' 

d« GU)ld frets to dust, yet there ye are ; 

Time rots the diamond ; there ye roll 
In primal light, as if each star 

• Enshrined an everlasting soul ! 
And do they not ? Since yon bright throngs 

One all-enlightened Spirit own. 
Praised there by pure sidereal tongues, 
Eternal, glorious, blest, and lone. 

4. Gould man but see what ye nave seen, 
Unfold a while the shrouded past, 

From all that is, to what has been. 

The glance how rich, the range how vast 

The birth of time ; the rise, the fall 
Of empires ; myriads, ages flown ; 
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Thxones, cities, tongues, arts, worships, ail 
Tlie things whose echoes are not gone ! 

And there ye shine, as if to mock 

The children of an earthly sire ; 
The storm, the bolt, the earthquake's shock, 

The red volcano's cataract fire ; 
Drought, famine, plague, and blood, and flame 

All nature's ills, and life's worst woes, 
Are nought to you ; ye smile the same. 

And scorn alike their dawn and close. 

Ay ! there ye roll, emblems sublime 

Of Him whose spirit o'er us moves, 
Beyond the clouds of gr ef and crime 

Still shining on the world he loves. 
Nor is one scene to mortals given 

That more divides the soul and sod, 
Than yon proud heraldry of heaven, 

Yon burning blazonry of God ! 



LESSON CIV. 

▲ SUMMER SHOWER 

ROBTON. 

1. The rain is o'er, how dense and bright 

Yon pearly clouds reposing lie ! 
Cloud above cloud, a glorious sight, 
Contrasting with the dark blue sky . 

2. In grateful silence earth receive^.. 

The general blessing ; fresh and fair 
^ach flower expands its shming leaves. 
As glad the common joy to share. 

3. The softened sunbeams pour around 

A fairy light, uncertain, pale ; 
27* 
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The wind blows cool ; the scented ground 
Is breathing odors on the gale. 

r 

1. Mid yon rich cloud's voluptuous pile, 
Methinks some spirit.of the air 
Might rest to gaze beK)w a while » 
Then turn and bathe and revel there. 

5. The sun breaks forth, from off the scene 

Its floating veil of mist is flung ; 
And all the wilderness of green 

With trembling drops of light is hung. 

6. Hear the rich music of that voice 

Which sounds from ill below, above ; 
She calls her children to rejoice. 
And round them throws her arms of love. 



LESSON CV. 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE TOTTNO. 

HAWIS. 

1. Reading is a most interesting and pleasant method of 
occupying your leisure hours. I am aware that men of busi- 
ness have usually little time to devote to the improvement 
of their minds. Their active occupations must necessarily 
qpgross their chief attention. And yet in the business of life 
there are many unoccupied hours, fragments of time, which, 
if carefully gathered up and duly improved, would afford 
opportunity for reading a great many useful volumes, and of 
acquiring much useful knowledge. 

2. If there are any persons so deeply engaged in business, 
they can And no time to read, I would say to them, take time. 
It is not meet that you should spend the whole of your life 
as a mere beast of burden, providing o ily for the body, while 
you leave the mind, the immortal mind to famish and starve. 

3. The truth is, all men have, or may have, time enough to 
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read. The difficulty is they are not careful to improve it 
Their hours of leisure are either idled away, or slept away 
or talked away, or spent in some other manner equally vain 
and useless ; and then they complain that they have no time 
for the culture of their minds and hearts. This is all wrong. 

4. The infinite value of time is not realized. It is the most 
precious thing in the world ; the only thing of which it is a 
virtue to be covetous, and yet the only thing of which all men 
are prodigal. Time is so precious that there is never but one 
moment in the world at once, and that is always taken away 
before another is given. Only take care to gather up youi 
fragments of time, my friends, and you will never want leisure 
for the reading of useful books. 

6. And in what way can you spend your unoccupied hours, 
more pleasantly, than in holding converse with the wise and 
good through the medium of their writings ? To a mrnd not 
altogether devoid of curiosity, books open an inexhaustible 
source of enjoyment. And it is a hig^ recommendation ol 
this sort of enjoyment that it always abides with us. Nothing 
can take it away. It is in the mind ; and go where we may, 
if our minds are well furnished and in good order, we can 
never want for means of enjoyment. The grand volume of 
nature will always lie spread out before us ; and if we know 
how to read its wonders, the whole world will pour at our feet 
its treasures, and we shall hold converse with God himself. 

6. But to those who are unaccustomed to read other books, 
this sublime volume must of course appear an unmeaning 
blank. They cannot read the glorious lines of wisdom and 
power, of majesty and love, which the Creator has inscribed 
upon it. All is to them a sealed book, and they pass through 
the world none the wiser for all the wonders of creative power 
and goodness by which they are surrounded. 

7. A taste for useful reading is an effectual preservation 
from vice. Next to the fear of God, implanted in the heart, 
nothing is a better safeguard to the character than the love of 
good books. They are handmaids of virtue and religion, 
rhey quicken our sense of duty, unfold our responsibilities 
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strengthen our principles, confirm our habits, inspire in us the 
"love of what is right and useful, and teach us to look with 
disgust upon what is low and groveling and vicious. 

S. Knowledge is power. It is the philosopher's stone, the 
true alchemy* that t$ins every thing it touches into. gold. It 
is the scepter that gives us our dominion over nature ; the key 
that unlocks the store houses of creation, and opens to as the 
treasures of the universe. And suppose you that hei last 
victory has been won, the utmost limits of her dominior. 
reached ? Nay, my friends, she has but commenced hei 
march. 

9. Her most splendid triumphs are yet future. What new 
honors she has to bestow on her followers, into what new fields 
of conquest and of glory she will lead them, no one car tell. 
Her voice to all is, to rally around her standard and go forward 
and aid her victories, and shstre in the honor of her achieve- 
ments. None are excluded from this high privilege. Her 
rewards are proffered to all, and all, though in different meas- 
ures, may share in her distinctions, her blessings, and hopes. 

10. The circumstances in which you are placed, as members 
of a free and intelligent community, demand of you a careful 
improvement of the means of knowledge you enjoy. You 
live in an age of great mental excitement. The public mind 
is awake, and society in general is fast rising in the scale of 
improvement. At the same time the means of knowledge are 
most abundant. They exist every where and in the richest 
variety. Nor were stronger inducements ever held out to 
engage all classes of people in the diligent use of these means. 

11. Useful talents of every kind are in great dfemand. 
The field of enterprise is widening and spreading around you , 
the road to wealth, to honor, to usefulness and happiness, it» 
opened to all ; and all who will, may enter upon it with the 
almost certain prospect of success. In this free community 
there are no privileged orders. Every man find« his leveL 
If he has talents, he will be known and estimated, and rise in 
the respect and confidence of society. 

• Al'ebwny; raMtme Cbemifltrjr. 
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LESSON CVI. 

TH£ LOSS OF NATIONAL CHAEACTBE. 

MAXCT. 

1. Thb loss of a firm national character, or the degradation 
>[ a nation's honor, is the inevitable prelude to her destruction. 
Behold the once proud fabric of a Boman empire ; an empire 
carrying its arts and arms into every part of the eastern conti- 
nent ; the monarchs of mighty kingdoms dragged at the wheels 
of her triumphal* chariots ; her eagle** waving over the ruins 
of desolated countries. Where is her splendor, her wealth, 
hei power, her glory ? Extinguished forever. 

2. Her moldering temples, the mournful vestiges of her 
former grandeur, aiibrd a shelter to her solitary monks. 
Where are her statesmen, her sages, her philosophers, her 
orators, her generals ? Go to their solitary tombs and inquire. 
She lost her national character, and her destruction followed. 
The ramparts of her national pride were broken down, and 
Vandalism^ desolated her classic fields. 

3. Place their example before you. Let the sparks of their 
veteran wisdom fiash across your minds, and.the sacred altars 
of your liberty, crowned with immortal honors, rise before you. 
Relying on the virtue, the courage, the patriotism, and the 
strength of our country, we may expect our national character 
will become more energetic, our citizens more enlightenedi 
and may hail the age as not far distant when will be heard, 
as the proudest exclamation of man ; I am an American ! 

■ In the Roman triumphs, the victorious general, seated in a gilded chariot, drawn by 
while horses, clad in purple, crowned with laurel, and bearing a scepter, with the eagla, 
led the procession ; whUe the conquered monarchs foUowed, being sometimes chained to 
the tnumpfaal car. b Eagle ; the brazen eagle of the Roman standard, e The Vandall 
men a fierea and barbarous people, once inhabiting the shores of the Baltic Sea 



Digitized 



by Google 



922 TOWN*S FOXTRTH READER. 

LESSON cvn. 

' OUR obugAtions as citizens. 

KNOWLSS. 

1. Let the sacred obligations which have devolved on % is 
generation, and on us, sink deep into our hearts. Those are 
daily dropping from among us, who established our liberty 
and our government. The great trust now descends to new 
hands. Let us apply ourselves to that which is presented to 
us, as our appropriate object. 

2. We can win no laurels in a war for independence. 
Earlier and worthier hands have gathered them all. Nor 
are there places for us by the side of Solon,' and Alfred,** and 
other founders of states. Our fathers have filled them. 
But there remains to us a great duty of defense and preser- 
vation ; and there is opened to us, also, a noble pursuit, to 
which the spirit of the times strongly invites us. 

3. Our proper business is improvement. Let our age be 
the age of improvement. In a day of peace, let us advance 
the arts of peace and the works of peace. Let us develop 
the resources of our land, call forth its powers, build up its 
institutions, promote all its great interests, and see whether 
we also, in our day and generation, may not perform some- 
thing worthy to be remembered. Let us cultivate a true 
spirit of union and harmony. In pursuing the great objects, 
\diich our condition points out to us, let us act under a settled 
conviction, and an habitual feeling, that these thirty states 
are one country. 

4. Let our conceptions be enlarged to the circle of our 
duties. Let us extend our ideas over the whole of the vast 
field in' which we are called to act. Let our object be, 3ur 
country, our whole country, and nothing but our country. 
And by the blessing of God, may that country itself become 

« Solon one of the soTen wise m^i of Oreece, and the lawgiTer of Athens, B. C. 600 
• Alfrad (il'fred ; >oim of the Mrisest of England's kings, and founder of Oxford univei 
HIT 
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a vast and splendid rtionument, not of oppression and terror 
but of wisdom, of peace, and of liberty, upon which the world 
may gaze with admiration, forever ! 



LESSON CVIII. 



THE JUST JUDGE. 



1. A GENTLEMAN, who possessed an estate worth about 
five hundred a year, in the eastern part of Englafid, had also 
two sons. The eldest, being of a rambling disposition, went 
abroad. After several years, his father died; when the 
younger son, destroying his will, seized upon the estate. He 
gave out that his elder brother was dead, and bribed false 
witnesses to attest the truth of it. 

2. In the course of time the elder brother returned ; but 
came home in miserable circumstances. His younger brother 
repulsed him with scorn, and told him that he was an imposter 
and a cheat. He asserted that his real brother was dead long 
ago, and he could bring witnesses to prove it. The poor 
fellow, having neither money nor friends, was in a most dis- 
mal situation. He went round the parish making complaints, 
and at last to a lawyer, who, when he had heard the ^poor 
man's story, replied, " You have nothing to give me. U 1 
undertake your cause and lose it, it will bring me into 
disgrace, as all the wealth and evidence are on your brother's 
side. 

3. "But, however, I will undertake your cause on this 
condition : you shall enter into ah obligation to pay me one 
thousand guineas, if 1 gain the estate for you. If I lose it, C 
know the consequences ; and I venture with my eyes open." 
Accordingly, he entered an action against the youngei 
brother, which was to be tried at the next general assizes* at 
Chelmsford, in Essex. 

4. The lawyer having engaged in the cause of the yoiMig 



• Afl-si'xM : a court In England 
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man, and stimulated by the prospect of a thoosand guineaSt 
set his wits to work to contrive the best methods to gain his 
end. At last he hit upon this happy thought, that he would 
consult the first judge of his age, Lord Chief Justice Hale.* 
Accordingly, he hastened up to London, and laid open the 
cause and all its circumstances. The judge, who was a great 
lover of justice, heard the case attentively, and promised him 
all the assistance in his power. 

5. The lawyer having taken leave, the judge contrived 
matterr so as to finish ail his business at the King's Bench,^ 
before the assizes began at Chelmsford. When within a 
short distance of the place, he dismissed his man and horses, 
and sought out for a single house. He found one occupied 
by a miller. After some conversation, and making himself 
quite agreeable, he proposed to the miller to change clothes 
with him. As the judge had a very good suit on, tiie man 
had^o reason to object. 

6. Accordingly the judge shifted himself from top to toe, 
and put on a complete suit of the miller's best. Armed with 
a miller's hat, and shoes, and stick, away he marches to 
Chelmsford, and procured good lodging, suitable for the 
assizes that should come on next day. When the trials 
came on, he walked, like an ignorant country-fellow, back- 
ward and forward along the county hall. He had a thousand 
eyes within him, and when the court began to fill, he found 
out the poor fellow who was the plaintiff. 

7. As soon as he came into the. hall, the miller drew up 
to him. " Honest friend," said he, " how is your cause like 
to go, to-day ?•• " Why," replied the plaintiff, " my cause is 
m a very precarious situation, and if I lose it, I am ruined 
for life." " Well, honest friend," replied the miller, " if you 
will take my advice, I will let you into a secret, which, per- 
haps, you do not know ; every Englishman has the right 
and privilege to except against any one juryman (hrough 
the whole twelve ; now do you insist upon your privilege, 

« Sir Matthew Hale. See p. 139. b The Eoglieb conn of judkatun, in which th« 
lord chief iuatice presklea as the king's deputy. 
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nrithout giying-fi reason why, and, if possible, ^et me chosen 
m his* room, and I will do you all the service in my power." 

8. Accordingly, when the clerk had called over the names 
of the jurymen, the plaintiff excepted to one of them. The 
judge on the be ich was nif hly offended with this liberty. 
* What do you mean," said he, " by excepting against that 

gentleman?" "I mean, my lord, to assert my privilege w^ 
an Englishman, without giving a reason why." 

9. The judge, who had been highly bribed, in order to 
conceal it by a show of candor, and having a confidence in 
the superiority of his party, said, " Well, sir, as you claim 
your priyilege in one instance, I will grant it. Whom 
would you wish to have in the room of that man excepted ? " 
After a short time taken in consideration, "My lord," says 
he, " I wish to have an honest man chosen;" — and, looking 
round the court, — " My lord, there is that miller in the court, 
we will have him, if you please." Accordingly the millet 
was chosen. 

10. As soon as the clerk of the court had ^ven them ai) 
their oaths, a little dexterous fellow came into tife aparUnent, 
and slipped ten guineas into the hands of eleven jurjnoaen^ 
and gave the miller but five. He observed that they were 
all bribed, as well as himself, and said to his next neighbor, in 
a soft whisper, " How much have you got ? " ** Ten pieces," 
said he. But he had concealed what he had got himself. The 
cause was opened by the plaintiff's counsel, and all the scraps 
of evidence they could pick up were adduced in his favor. 

11. The younger brother was provided with a great 
number of witnesses and pleaders, all plentifully bribed, as 
well as the judge. The evidence deposed that they were in 
the self-same country when the brother died, and saw him 
buried. The counsellors pleaded upon this accumulated 
evidence ; and everything went with a full tide in tavor of 
the younger brother. The judge summed up the evidence ' 
with great gravity and deliberation. " And now, gentlemen 
of the jury," said he, " lay your heads together and bring in 
jour verdict as you shall deem most just" 

28 
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12. They waited but a few mmutes before ihey deter 
mined in fevor of the younger brother. The judge said 
" Gentlemen, are you agreed ; and who shall speak for you ? " 
" We are all agreed, my lord," replied one ; " i. ar foreman 
shall speak for us." ** Hold,%iy lord," replied the miller 
" we are not all agreed." " Why," said the judge, In a 
very surly manner, "what's the matter with you? what 
reasons have you for disagreeing ? " 

13. " I have several reasons, my lord," replied the miller. 
* The first is, they have given to all these gentlemen of the 
jury ten broad pieces of gold, and to me but five ; which, you 
know, is not fair. Besides, I have many objections to make 
to the fidse reasonings of the pleaders, and the contradictory 
evidence of the witnesses." Upon this, the miller began a 
discourse, which discovered such vast penetration of judg- 
ment, such extensive knowledge of law, and was expressed 
with such energetic and manly eloquence, that it astonished 
the judge and the whole court. 

14. As he was going on with his powerful demonstrations, 
the judge, in a surprise of soul, stopped him. " Where did 
you come from, and who are you ? " "I came firom West- 
minster Hall," replied the miller; "my name is Matthew 
Hale. I am lord chief justice of the King's Bench. I have 
observed the iniquity of your proceedings this day ; therefore, 
come down from a seat which you are no ways worthy to 
hold. You are one of the corrupt parties in this iniquitous 
business. I will come up this moment and try the cause all 
over again." 

15. Accordingly, Sir Matthew went up, with his miller's 
dress and hat on, began the trial from its very commencement, 
and searched every circumstance of truth and falsehood. 
He evinced the elder brother's title to the estate from the 
contradictory evidence of the witnesses, and the false reason- 
ing of the pleaders ; unraveled all the sophistry to the very 
bottom, and gained a complete victory in favor of truth and 
justice. 
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LESSON CIX. 

CHARACTER OF MR. BROUGHAM.* 

1. Brougham is a thunderbolt. He may come in the dark 
he may come at random, his path may be in the viewless 
and graspless air, but still, give him something solidf let him 
come in, contact with the earth, and be it beautiful or barren 
it feels the power of his terrible visitation. You see not, or 
rather you heed not, the agent which works; but just as 
when the arch-giant of physical destroyers rends his way, 
you see the kingdoms of nature yielding at his approach » and 
the mightiest of their productions brushed aside as though 
they were dust, or torn as though they were gossamer.*" 

2. While he raises his voice in the house, while he builds 
firmly and 4jroadly the bases of his own propositions, an^ 
snatches from every science a beam to enlarge and strengthen 
his work ; and while he indignantly beats down and tramples 
upon all that has been reared by his antagonist, you feel as 
if the wind of annihilation were in his hand, and the power 
of destruction in his possession. 

3. There cannot be a greater treat than to hear Brougham 
upon one of those questions which give scope for the mighty 
swell of his mind, and which permit him to launch the bolts 
of that tremendous sarcasm, for which he has not now, and 
perhaps never had, an. .equdl in. the house. When his dis- 
play is a reply, you see his long and lathy figure drawn aside 
from others, and coiled up within itself like a snake, and his 
eyes glancing from under the slouched hat, as fiery and as 
fetal as those of the basilisk''; you mark the twin demons of 
irony and contempt playing about the tense and compressed 
line of his mouth. 

4. Up rises the orator slowly and clumsily. His body 

• Brougham (Brow'am); an eminent English sutesman and orator, bom 1779. 
• OoBsamer, a filmy aubeUnce, like cobwebs, floating in the air. c^ Basilisk ; a kind of 
•erpent, with a very pointed head and fiery eyes, said to have been found in the deserti 
(»f Africa. It is supposed by some that this animal, as described by He Ancients, was 
%bukNia. 
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swung into an attitude which is none of the most graceful 
His long and sallow visage seems lengthened and deepened 
in its hue. His eyes, his nose and mouth, seem huddled 
together, as if, while he presses every illustration into his 
speech, he were at the same time condensing all his senses 
mto one. There is a lowering sublimity in his brows, which 
one seldom sees equalled; and the obliquity of the light 
shows the organization of the upper and lateral parts of his 
forehead, proud and palpable as the hills of his native north. 
5. His left hand is extended«(rith the palm> prepared as 
an anvil, upon which he is ever and anon to hammer, with 
the forefinger of his right, as the preparation ta that fuU 
swing which is to give life to every muscle, and motion tc 
every limb. He speaks! In the most powerful and sus- 
tained, and at the same time the most close, clear, and logical 
manner, does he demolish the castle which his opponent had 
built for himself. You hear the sounds, you see the flash, 
you look for the castle, and it is not. * Stone after stone, 
turret after turret, battlement after battlement, and wing after 
wing, are melted away, and nothing left save the sure foun- 
dation, apon which the orator himself may build. 



LESSON ex. 

GENIUS \^KING. 

1. Slumber's heavy chain hath bound thee ; 

Where is now thy fire ? 
Feebler wings are gathering round thee ; 

Shall they hover higher ? « 
Can no power, no spell, recall thee 

From inglorious dreams ? 
O, could glory so appal thee 

With his burning beams ! 

2. Thine was once the highest pinion 

In the midway air • 
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With a proud and suriB dominion, 

Thou didst upward bear. 
Like the herald, winged with lightning, 

From the Olympian' throne. 
Ever mounting, ever brightening^ 

Thou wert there alone. 

3. Where the pillared props of heaven 

Glitter with eternal snows, 
Where no darkling clouds are driven. 

Where no fountam flows ; 
Far above the rolling thunder, 

When the surging storm 
Rent its sulphury folds asunder. 

We beheld thy forni. 

4. From that cloudless region stooping, 

Downward thou didst rush. 
Not with pinion faint and drooping, 

But the tempest's gush. 
Up again undaunted soaring. 

Thou didst pierce the cloud. 
When the warring winds were roarmg 

Fearfully and loud. 

5. Hark ! his rustling plumage gathers 

Closer to his side. 
Close, as when the storm-bird weathers 

Ocean's hurrying tide. 
Now his nodding beak is steady ; 

Wide his burning eye ; 
Now his opening wings are ready. 

And his aim, how high ! 

6. Now he curves his neck, and proudly 

Now is stretched for flight ; 
Hark ! his wings, tKey thunder loudly, 

<^ Oljnnpffta ; pertaining to Olympcw, a high monnudn of ancient Ofaace, now m tiie 
•ovthem part of Turkey in Europe. 
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And their flash, how bright ! 
Onward, onward over mountains, 

Through the rock and storm, 
Now, like sunset over fountains, 

Flits his glancing form. 



LESSON CXL 

BURIAL OF SIR JOHN MOORB.^ 

WOLFS. 

[Charles Wolfe, a young Irish divine, and author of the following 
ide, which B3rron pronounced ** the m«5t perfect in the language,' 
was bom in Dublin in 1791, and died in 1823.] 

1. Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note, 

As his corse to the rampart we hurried ; 
Not a" soldier discharged his farewell shot 
O'er the grave where our hero we huried. 

2. We buried him darkly, at dead of night, ' 
. The sods with our bayonets turning ; 

By the struggling moon-beam's misty light, 
And the lantern dimly burning. 

3. No useless coffin enclosed his breast. 

Nor in sheet, nor in shroud, we bound him ; 
But he lay, like a warrior taking his rest, 
With his martial cloak around him. 

4. Few and short were the prayers we said, 

And we spoke not a word of sorrow ; 
But we steadfastly gazed on the face of the dead, 
And we bitterly thought of the morrow. 

5. We thought, as we hollowed his narrow bed, . 

And smoothed down his lonely pillow. 



a Sir John Moon ; a distingulahed general who was bom in Glaegow, 1761, and Ml I 
ttie battk of Coninna, In Spahi, in 1809. 
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How the foe and the stranger would tread oMr Jiis head 
And we far away on the billow. * 

6. Lightly they 11 talk of the spirit that *s gone, 

And o'er his cold ashes upbraid him ; 
But nothing he '11 reck, if they let him sleep on, 
In the grave where a Briton has laid him. 

7. But half^of aur heavy task was done, 

When the clock tolled the hour for retiring ; 
And we heard, by the distant, random gun, 
That the foe was suddenly firing. 

8. Slowly and sadly we laid him down, 

From the field of his fame, fresh and gory 
We carved not a line, we raised not^ a stone, 
But left him, alone with his glory. 



LESSON CXIL 

SELP-mSTRTTCTIOlf. 

CLAKK. 

1. Self-culture has called forth the hidden energies of 
the soul and fitted its votaries to become the pillars and bul- 
warks of society. It has taught them that man is not a 
" leaning willow," but a being " noble in reason and infinite in 
faculties ;" that he must not rely wholly on foreign aid, but 
must task his own powers, and be able fully to measure his 
own abilities. This resolute spirit, though latent, can, when 
fanned into a flame, lead him through every trying emer- 
gency, and teach him to remove obstacle after obstacle, till 
the path lies open to the g al of his ambition, the proudest 
pinnacle of science. 

2. In taking a survey of the master-spirits that have at 
different periods swayed the world, we find the most promi- 
nent among them to be those who have risen by their own 
ixertioDB, and overcome all opposition with their own hands 
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men who luiTe emerged from obscurity, and \fy dint of onie* 
4nitting labor passed every milestone cm the high-road to 
wisdom ; men who, deprived of all outward aid, have turned 
inward to their own understandings, and found a teachei 
there. 

3. This teacher continually urged them "onwa'l and 
upward," until the aspirations of that mind which Gcd has 
made immortal, have impelled them forward to their high and 
honorable destiny. And all have this teacher, this quenchlessr 
spirit, and might have this same unconquerable resolution. 

4. Poor men might, did they choose it, become kings, not 
of a state or empire, but of the broad dominions of the wor^4 
of intelligence ; they might grasp the scepter of knowledge 
and reign in prouder state than does the monarch in his jew- 
eled robes and glittering tiara ;* for ^at diadem so priceless 
as that of wisdom ? They might search the psges of ancient 
lore, and win many a gem to sparkle in that crown, of which 
the proudest kings of earth might still be prouder. 

5. A life of luxury induces sloth, dims the mental percep 
tions, and enervates a frame naturally vigorous ; while the 
Benses, sharpened by privation, are rendered better capable 
of deep reflection, and the eye of the soul biscomes expanded 
till its piercing vision can gaze undimmed upon the sparkling 
treasures of intellect. 

6. Learning delights to visit the hut of the backwoodsman 
as well as the lofty mansion of the citizen ; all may drink, 
yet still her unfailing fountain will ^ ever full. How sweei 
is the reward of that mind which can say, " I have been my 
own teacher." How much more enjoyment does it know 
than he who, having all the advantages which learning could 
bestow, has cast them lightly aside, and refused instruction. 
It feels that the knowledge it has gained is its own, by a 
right which none can either question or take away. 

7. And it knows that the treasures it may have acquired, 
can never be lost or perverted to ignoble purposes, because 

« TiA'n; erowa. bqad-draM. 
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being obliged to toil for them, it has learned to estimate them 
at their real value. As no theory can be sustained without 
illustration, I wiK point out one from among the mass (d 
numerous instances in which men have risen, by their own 
exertions, to fill exalted stations in the world of letters ; the 
self-educated Franklin, the father of American science. 
" 8. When a rough, awkward boy, the governor of New^ 
liTerk, having heard of his uncommon abilities, sent for him 
in order to test his acquirements, thinking, no doubt, with a 
very short line, to sound the mind of the untutored • Yan- 
kee." In the course of conversation the youthful Franklin 
quoted Locke, at which the astonished lawgiver started hfcck 
in amazement. 

9; " Locke ! and pray, sir, where did you study Locke ? "- 
* At hmne, in a tallow chandler'ft shop," was the answer. 
The same persevering spirit which led him to search the 
secrets of philosophy impelled him forward until science 
gave into his hand the keys of her power, and ** the light- 
ning* played harmlessly at his feet." 



LESSON cxm. 

Washington's resignation.^ 

BAMBBT. 

i. The hour now approached, in which it became neces- 
sary for the American chief to take leave of his officers, who 
had been endeared to him by a long series of common suf- 
ferings and dangers. This was done in a solemn manner. 
The officers having previously assembled for the purpose, 
General Washington joined them, and with a heart full of 
love and gratitude, said, " I now take leave of you. I most 
devoutly wish that your latter days may be as prosperous and 
happy as your former ones have been glorious and honorable. 
I cannot come to each of you to take my leave, but shall be 
obliged to you if each will come and take me by the hand." 

» Dr. Franklin, invented the lightning rod, by which he rendered the electric fluid u 
Mime extant harmlew. b Thia took place in the city of New York, 178B 
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2. General Knox,* being next, turned to him. IncapaUe 
of oUerance, Washington grasped his hand, and embraced 
him. The officers came up successively, and he took an 
affectionate leave of each of them. Not a word was articu- 
lated on either side. A majestic silence prevailed. The tear 
of sensibility glistened in every eye. The tenderness of the 
scene exceeded all description. When the last of the officers 
had taken his leave, Washington left the room, and passed 
through the corps of light infantry to the place of embarkation. 

3. The officers followed in a solemn, mute procession, with 
dejected countenances. On his entering the barge to cross 
the North river,^ he turned toward the companions of his 
glory, and, by waving his hat, bid them a silent adieu. Some 
of them answered this last signal of respect and affection with 
tears ; and all of them gazed upon the barge, which conveyed 
him from their sight, till they could no longer distinguish in 
it the person of their beloved commander-in-chief. 

4. The army being disbanded, Washington proceeded to 
Annapolis, then the seat of congress, to resign his commis- 
sion. On his way thither, he, of his own accord, delivered 
to the comptroller of accounts in Philadelphia, an account of 
the expenditure of all the public money he had eyer received. 
This was in his own hand-writing, and every entry was made 
in a very particular manner. 

6. After accounting for all his expenditures of public 
money, with all the exactness which established forms re- 
quired from the inferior officers of his army, he hastened to 
resign into the hands of the fathers of his country the powers 
with which they had invested him. This was done in a 
public suidience. Congress received him as •the founder and 
guardian of the republic. While he appeared before them, 
they silently retraced the scenes of danger and distress, 
through which they had passed together. 

6. They recalled to mind the blessings of freedom and peace 
purchased by his arm. They gazed with wonder on theii 

a Knox (Henry ; > a major general of the United Sutes array, bom in BoMon, ITIP 
North river; the Hudaon river. 
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fellow-citizen, who appeared more great and worthy of es- 
teem in resigning his power, than he had done in gloriously 
using it. Every heart was hig with emotion. Tears of ad- 
miration and gratitude burst from fivery eye. The general 
sympathy was felt by the resigning hero, and wet his cheek 
with a manly tear. After a decent pause, he addressed 
Thomas Mifflin, the president of congress, in the following 
words : 

7. " The great events on whicn my resignation depended 
having at length taken place, I have now the honor of ofier- 
ing my sincere congratulations to congress, and of presenting 
myself before them, to surrender into their hands the trust 
committed to me, and to claim the indu]gence of retiring from 
the service of my country. 

8. " Happy in the confirmation of our independence and 
sovereignty, and pleased with the opportunity afforded the 
United States of becoming a respectable nation, I resign 
with satisfaction the appointment I accepted with diffidence ; 
a diffidence in my abilities to accomplish so arduous a task, 
.which, however, was superseded by a confidence in the recti- 
tude of our cause, the support of the supreme power of the 
union, and the patronage of Heaven. 

9. " The successful termination of the war has vejrifieo 
the most sanguine expectations ; and my gratitude for the 
interposition of Providence, and for the assistance I have 
received from my countrymen, increases with evety review 
of the momentous cotitest. x 

10. "While I repeat my obligations to the army in 
general, I should do injustice to my own feelings not to 
acknowledge in this place the peculiar services and distin- 
guished merits of the persons who have been attached to my 
person during the war. It was impossible that the choice of 
confidential officers to compose my family should have been 
more fortunate. Permit me, sir, to recommend, in particular 
those who have continued in the service to the preseni 
moment, as worthy of the favorable notice and patronage of 
congress. 
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11. "I consider it as an indispensable duty to close thw 
last solemn act of my official life, by commending the inter- 
ests of our dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, 
and those who have the*superintendence of them to his holy 
keeping. Having now finished the work assigned me, 1 
retire from the great theater of action ; and bidding an af^c- 
tionate farewell to this august body, under whose orders 1 
have long acted, I here offer my commission, and take my 
leave of all the employments of public life." 

12. This address being ended. Gen. Washington advanced 
iind delivered his commission into the hands of the president 
of congress, who replied as follows : " The United States, in 
congress assembled, receive, with emotions too affecting for 
utterance, the solemn resignation of the authonties under 
whicli you have led their troops with success through a 
perilous and doubtful war. Called upon by your country 
to defend its invaded ri^ts, you accepted the sacred charge 
before it had formed alliances, and whilst it was without 
friends or a government to support you. 

13. " You have conducted the great military contest with 
wisdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the rights of the 
civil power through all disasters and changes. You have, 
by the love and confidence of your fellow-citizens, enabled 
them to display their martial genius, and transmit ♦heir fame 
to posterity. You have persevered, till these United States, 
aided by a magnanimous king* and nation,* have been en- 
abled, under a just Providence, to cloSe the war in safety, 
freedom, and independence ; on which happy event we sin- 
cerely join you in congratulations. 

14. " Having defended the standard of liberty in this new 
world, having taught a lesson useful to those who inflict and 
to those who feel oppression, you retire from the great theater 
of action witli the blessings of your fellow-citizens ; but the 
glory of your virtues will not terminate with your military 
command ; it will continue to animate remotest ages. We 
feel witn you our obligations to the army in general, and 

« TIm Franch MUon, and the king of tha Mune, Louis XVL 
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will puf tieularJf charge oorseives with the interest ^ 1iio0e 
eonfidentiai officers, who have attended your person to this 
afiecting momeut 

15. "We join you in commending tl^ interest of out 
dearest country to the protection of Ahnighty God, heseech- 
ing him to dispose the hearts and minds of its citizens to 
improve the opportunity aflforded them, of becoming a happy 
and respectable nation ; and for you, we address to him our 
earnest prayers that a life so beloved may be fostered with 
dl his care ; that your days may be happy as they have been 
illustrious, and that he will finally give you that reward 
which this world cannot give/' 



LESSON CXIV. 

ONE CENTURY AFTER WASHINGTON. 

1. Gentlemen, we are at the point of a century from 
the birth of Washington ; and what a century it has been ! 
During its course, the human mind has seemed to proceed 
with a sort of geometric velocity,* accomplishing for human 
intelligence and human freedom more than had been done 
in fives or tens of centuries preceding. 

2. Washington stands at the commencement of a new 
era,* as well as at the head of a new world.* A century 
from the birth of Washington has changed the world. The 
country of Washington £as been the theater on which a 
great part of that change has been wrought ; and Washington 
himsf If a principal agent by which it has been accomplished. 
His age and hi§ country are equally full of wonders ; and of 
both he is the chief. 

3. Washington had attained his manhood when that spark 
of liberty was struck out in his owti country, which has since 
kindled into a flame, and shot its beams over the earth. In 

• Geometric ydocity ; a ▼eloclty increasing by a coninuM. ratio, m 2, 4, 8 Jbe. 
^ En ; an epoch, a date, o New wjjrld : tlie western continent. 

29 T 
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the floy of a century from his birth, the world has changed 
in science, in arts, in the extent of commerce, in the improve* 
ment of navigation, and in all that relates to the civilization 
of man. But it is the spirit of human freedom, the new ele- 
vation of individual man, in his moral, social, and political 
character, leading the whole long train of other improve- 
ments, which have most remarkably distinguished the era, 

4. It has assumed a new character ; it has raised itself 
from beneath governments to a participation in governments ; 
it has ihixed moral and political objects with the daily pur- 
suits of individual men ; and, with a freedom and strength 
before altogether unknown, it has applied to these objects 
the whole power of the human understanding^. It has been 
the era, in short, when the social principle has triumphed 
over the feudal j)rinciple ; when society has maintained its 
rights against military power, and established on founda- 
tions never hereafter to be shaken, its competency to govern 
itself. 



LESSON CXV, 

SONG OF THE MODERN GREEKS. 

CAMPBELL. 

[The learner may sean the following piece of poetry, and tell to 
what kind it belongs. See Construction of Verse, p. 68.] 

1. Again to the battle, Achaeaus !' 

Our hearts bid the tyrants defiance ; 
Our land, the first garden of liberty's tree, 
It has been, and shall yet be, the land of the fireej 

For the cross of our faith is replanted, 

The pale, dying crescent is daunted, 
And we march, that the foot-prints of Mahomet's^ slaves 
May be washed out in blood from our forefathers' graves. 

•Arhae'ana, (A-ke'ana;) Grecians, so called from Achaia (now Morea) In Oreem 
•MaOiomot; the founder of the MalK>inetan religion, bom at Mecca* A. D. 569. 
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Their spirits are hovering o'er us, 
And the sword shall to glory restore us • 

2. Ah ! what though no succor advances, 
Nojr Christendom's' chivalrous lances 

Are stretched in our aid ? Be the combat our own ! 

And we *11 perish or conquer more proudly alone. 
For we Ve sworn, by our country's assaulters, 
By the virgins they've dragged from our altars* 

By our massacred patriots, our children in chains. 

By our heroes of old, and their blood in our veins, 
,^ That living we will be victorious, 

Or, that dying, our deaths shall be glorious. 

3. A breath of submission we breathe not : 

The sword that we Ve drawn we will sheathe not ', 
Its scabbard is left where our martyrs are laid. 
And the vengeance of ages has whetted its blade. 

Earth may hide, waves engulf, fire consume us, 

But they shall not to slavery doom us ; 
If they rule, it shall be o'er our ashes and graves ; 
But we've smote them already with fire on the waves. 

And new triumphs on land are before us. 

To the charge ! Heaven's homier is o'er us. 

4. This day shall ye blush for its story ? 

Or brighten your lives with its glory ? « 

Our women ; O, say, shall they shrink in despair. 
Or embrace us from conquest, with wreaths in their hair f 

Accursed, may his memory blacken. 

If a coward there be that would slacken, 
Till we've trampled the turban, and shown ourselves worth 
Being sprung from, and named for, the godlike of earth. 

Strike home ! and the world shall revere us 

As l)^roes descended from heroes. 

«Gliriftandoin; the regkma |phablMd by ChrliiiaM. 
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S Old Greece lightens ap with emotion, 
Her inlands, her isles of the ocean : 
Fanes rebuilt and fair towns shall with jubilee ring, 
And the Nine' shall new hallow their HellconV ^ring. 
Our hearths shall be kindled in gladness. 
That were cold, and extinguished in sadness ; [arms. 
Whilst our maidens shall dance^ with their white waving 
Singing joy to the brave that delivered their charms, 
When the blood of young Mussulman"^ cravens 
Shall have crimsoned the beaks of our ravens. 



LESSON CXVI. 

lochtel's warnino. 

CAMPBKLL. 

Wizard. Lochiel ! Lochiel, beware of the day 
When the Lowlands shall meet thee in battle array ! 
For a field of the dead rushes red on my sight, 
And the clans of Culloden** are scattered in %ht ; 
They rally, they bleed, for their kingdom and crown ; 
Woe^ woe to the riders that trample them down ! 
Proud Cumberland* prances, insulting the slain, 
And their hoof-beaten bosoms are trod to the plain. 
But hark ! through the fast-flashing lightning of war, 
What steed to the desert flies frantic and far ? 
* Tis thine, O GlenuUin ! whose bride shall await. 
Like a love-lighted watch-fire, all night at the gate. 
A steed comes at morning ; no rider is there ; 
But Its bridle is red vrith the sign of despair. 
Weep, Albin ! to death and captivity led ! 
O, weep ! but thy tears cannot number the dead ; 

»The Ni. e; the nine muses, Oalli'ope, Cli'o, Melpom'ene, Euter'pe, Er'ato, Terpei'* 
.4ion, Ura'n. \ Thali'a, and Polyhym'nia. *> Helicon (now Sagara;) a cdebratad mouup 
«aln of Greece, the seat of the muses, and fomed for Its pure waters, ^e Mussulmans; 
ibii foUowers of Mahomet ^ Culloden Muir; a heath in Scotland, celehcated by Um 
Tictorj of tlie Duke of Cumberland over the partisans of the house of Stuart, in 1746. 
This battle terminated the attempts of the Stuarv family to recover the throoe of Enf 
iMd sThtDiikeof Cumberland, son of George IL,KSnff of Eoftand. 
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For a merciless sword on CuUoden shall wave, 
Calloden ! thai reeks with the blood of the brave. 

Litchiel. Go, preach to the coward, thou death-telling seer! 
Or, if gory CuUoden so dreadful appear, 
Draw, dotard, around thy old wavering sight. 
This mantle, to cover the phantoms of frighi;. 

Wizard. Ha ! laugh *st thou, Lochiel, my vision to sconi ^ 
Proud bird of the mountain, thy plume shall be torn. 
Say, rushed the bold eagle exultingly' forth. 
From his home in the dark rolling clouds of the north ? 
Lo ! the death-shot of foeman outspeeding, he rode 
Companionless, bearing destruction abroad : 
But down let him stoop from his havoc on high ! 
Ah ! home let him speed, for the spoiler is nigh. 
Why flames the far summit ? Why shoot to the blast 
Those embers, like stars from the firmament cast ? 
T is the fire-shower of ruin all dreadfully driven 
From his eyrie, that beacons the darkness of heaven. 
0, crested Lochiel, the peerless in might, 
Whose banners arise on the battlement's height. 
Heaven's fire is around thee, to blast and to bum ; 
Return to thy dwelling ! all lonely return ! 
For the blackness of ashes shall mark where it stood* 
And a wild mother scream o'er her famishing brood. 

Lochiel. False wizard, a vaunt ! I have marshaled my clan. 
Their swords are a thousand, their bosoms are one ! 
They are true to the last of their blood and their breadi 
And, like reapers, descend to the harvest of death. 
Then welcome be Cumberland's steed to the shock I 
Let him dash his proud foam like a wave on the rock ! 
But ^oe to his kindred, and woe to his cause, 
When Albin her j:laymore indignantly draws ; 
When her bonneted chieftains to victory crowd, 
Cianranald the dauntless, and Moray the proud, 
All plaided ond plumed in their tartan array — 
29* 
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Wizard. Locbiel, Lochiel, beware of the day ! 
For, dark and despairing, my sight I may seal, 
But man cannot cover what God would reveal : 
T is the sunset of life gives me mystical lore, 
And coming events cast their shadows before. 
I tell thee, CuUoden's dread echoes shall ring 
With the bloodhounds that bark for thy fugitive king. 
Lo ! anointed by Heaven with the vials of wrath, 
Behold, where he flies on his desolate path ! 
Now, in darkness and billows, he sweeps from my sight ! 
Rise ! rise ! yc wild tempests, and cover his flight I 
'T is finished. Their thunders are hushed on the moors ; 
Culloden is lost, and my country deplores. 
But where is the iron bound prisoner ? Where ? 
For the red eye of battle is shut in despair. 
Say, mounts he the ocean-wave, banished, forlorn. 
Like a limb from his country cast bleeding and torn ^ 
Ah no ! for a darker departure is near ; 
The war-drum is muffled, and black is the bier ; 
His death-bell is tolling. Oh ! mercy, dispel 
Yon sight, that it freezes my spirit to tell ! 
Life flutters convulsed in his quivering limbs, 
And his bk)od-streaming nostril in agony swims. 
Accursed be the fagots, that blaze at his feet, 
Where his heart shall be thrown ere it ceases to beat. 
With the smoke of its ashes to poison the gale — 

Lochiel. Dowfi, soothless insulter ! I trust not the tale : 
Though my perishing nft^s should be strewed in their gort 
Like ocean-weeds heaped on the surf-beaten shore, 
Lochiel, untainted by flight or by chains. 
While the kindling of life in his bosom remains, 
Shall, victor, exult, or in death be laid low. 
With his back to the field, and his feet to the foe. 
And, leaving in battle no blot on his name. 
Look proudly to Heaven from the death-bed of fame 
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• LESSON CXVII. 

EXORDIUM OF A SPEECH. 
• WSB8TEB. 

[The learner may note the most emphatic words in this piece, and 
tell why they are emphatic. See Rules for emphasis, p. 18, &c.] 

1. Against the prisoner at the bar, as an individual, I can- 
not have the slightest prejudice. I would not*do him the 
smallest injury or injustice. But I do not affect to be indif- 
ferent to the discovery and the punishment of this deep guilt. 

I cheerfully share in the opprobrium, how much soever it may ' 
be, which is cast on those who feel and manifest an anxious 
concern, that all who had a part in planning, or a hand in 
executing this deed of midnight assassination, may be 
brought to answer for their enormous crime at the bar of 
public justice. 

2. Gentlemen, it is a most extraordinary case. In some 
respects, it has hardly a precedent anywhere ; certainly none 
in our New England history. An aged man, without an 
enemy in the world, in his own house, and in hi^s own bed, is 
made the victim of a butcherly murder, for mere pay. Deep 
sleep had fallen on the destined victim, and on all beneath 
his roof. A healthful old man, to whom sleep was sweet, the 
first sound slumbers of the night held him in their soft but 
strong embrace. 

3. The assassin enters through the window, already pre- 
pared, into an unoccupied apartment. With noiseless foot 

^ he^paces the lonely hall half-lighted by the moon ; he winds 
up the ascent of the stairs and reaches the door of the cham- 
bet. Of this he moves the lock, by soft and continual pres- 
sure, till it turns on its hinges ; and he enters, and beholds 
his victim before him. The room was uncommonly open to 
the admission of light. 

4. The face of the innocent sleeper was turned from the 
' murderer, and the beams of the moon, resting on the gray 

iocks of his aged temple, showed him where to strike. The 
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Altai blow is giren ! and the victiin passes without a struggle 
or a motion, from the repose of sleep to the repose of death ! 
The deed is done. He reti^ats, retraces his steps to the 
window, passes out through it as he came in, and escapes. 
He has done the murder ; no eye has seen him, no ear has 
heard him. 

5. The secret is his own, and it is safe ! Ah ! gentlemen, 
that was a dreadful mistake. Such a secret can be safe 
no where. .The whole creation o( God has neither nook not 
corner where the guilty can bestow it, and say it is safe. A 
thousand eyes turn at once to explore every man, every thing, 
and every circumstance, connected with the time and place ; 
a thousand ears catch every whisper; a thousand excited 

^ minds intensely dwell on the scene, shedding all their light, 
and ready to kindle the slightest circumstance into a blaze of 
discovery. 

6. Meantime the guilty soul cannot keep its own secret, it 
is false to itself; or rather, it feels an irresistible impulse of 
conscience' to be true to itself. It labors under its guilty 
possession, and knows^ not what to do with it He feels it 
beating at his heart, rising to his throat, and demanding dis- 
closure. He thinks that the whole world sees it in his face, 
reads it in his eyes, and almost hears its workings in the very 
silence of his thoughts. 

7. It betrays his discretion, it breaks down his courage, it 
conquers his prudence. When suspicions from without begin 
to embarrass him, and the net of circumstance to entangle 
him, the fatal secret struggles with still greater violence to 
burst forth. It must be confessed, it will be confessed; there 
is no refuge from cofifession but suicide, and suicide is cod> 
fession. 
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LESSON cxvni. 

BULOOT ON HAMILTON.* 
MABOir. 

1. Hb was born to be great. Whoever was second, Hanb 
ilton must be first. To his stupendous alid versatile mind no 
investigation was difficult, no subject presented which he did 
not illuminate. Superiority in some particular, belongs to 
thousands. Preeminence, in whatever he chose to undertake, 
was the prerogative of Hamilton. No fixed criterion could 
be applied to his talents. Often has their display been sup- 
posed to have reached the limit of human effort; and the 
judgment stood firm till set aside by himself. 

2. When a cause of new magnitude required new excr- • 
tions, he rose, he towered, he soared ; surpassing himself aa 
he surpassed others. Then was nature tributary to his elo- 
quence ! Then was felt his despotism over the heart ! 
'Touching, at his pleasure, every string of pity or terror, of 
indignation or grief, he melted, he soothed, he roused, he 
agitated ; alternately gentle as the dews, and awful as the 
thunder. 

3. Yet, great as he was in the eyes of the world, he was 
greater in the eyes of those with whom he was most convers- 
ant. The greatness of most men, like objects seen through 
a mist, diminishes with the distance ; but Hamilton, like a 
tower seen afar off under a clear sky, rose in grandeur and 
sublimity with every step of approach. - Familiarity with him 
was the parent of veneration. 

i. Over these matchless talents, probity diiew her bright- 
est luster. Frankness, suavity, tenderness, benevoleneet 
breathed through their exercise. And to his family ! bnt he 
is gone. That noble heart beats no more ; that eye of fire 
is dimmed ; and sealed &re those oracular lips. Americana, 
the serenest beam of your glory is extinguished in the tomb! 



ft HaniiliDn ( Alo.xander ;) an orator and stateiinaa, bora at Narli, dm oC the Wmi 
India islHiuta 
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LESSON CXIX. 

LAIATETTE's last visit to this COUlfTRY. 

!• Again, in his old age, Lafayette determined to look on 
J;e young republic that had escaped the disasters which had 
overwhelnijed France. * When his plans were made known, 
our government offered to place a national vessel at his dis- 
posal ; but he declined accepting it, and embarked at Havre* 
in a merchantman, and arrived at New York, August 15, 
1824. Hq was at this time sixty-seven years old. 

2. His reception in this country, and triumphal march 
through it, is one of the most remarkable events in the his- 
tory of the world. Such gratitude and unbounded affection 
were never before received by a man from a foreign nation 
As he passed from Staten Island to New York, the bay was 
covered with barges decorated with streamers ; and when the 
beautiful fleet shoved away, the bands struck up, " Where 
can one better be, than in the bosom of his family ?" 

3. Never did this favorite French air seem so appropriate ; 
not even when the shattered Old Guard closed sternly around 
Its Emperor, and sang it ^amid the &re of the enemy's guns ; 
as when a free people thus chanted it around the venerable 
Lafayette. As he touched the shore, the thunder of cannon 
shook the city ; old soldiers rushed weeping into his arms ; 
and, " Welcome Lafayette !" waved from every banner, rung 
from eiKry' trumpet, and was caught up by every voice, till 
^^ Welcome, welcome !" rose and fell in deafening ^houts from 
the assembled thousands. 

4. During the four days he remained in the city, it was 
one constant jubilee ; and when he left for Boston, all along 
his route, the people rose to welcome him. He traveled 
every night till 12 o'clock, and watch-fires were kept burning 
on the hill-tops, all along his line of progress. Blazing through 
the darkness, they outshone the torches that heralded hiin 

• VUwn (Hay^; ) a seaport town in the itonhem part of Fnmtm. 
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wrhile in the distance, the jJealing of bells from every church 
spire announced his coming. The same enthusiastic joy re- 
ceived him at Boston ; and when he returned to New York; 
the city was wilder than ev«r with excitement. 

5. In Castle-garden there was a splendid illumination in 
honor of him ; the bridge leading to it was surmounted by a 
pyramid sixty feet high, with a blazing star at the top, from 
the center of. which flashed the name of Lafayette. The 
planks were covered with- carpets, and trees and flowers 
innumerable lined the passage. Over the entrance was a 
triumphal arch of flowers; huge columns arose from the 
area, supporting arches of flowers, and flags, and statues. 

6. As he entered this wilderness of beauty, the bands 
struck up, " See, the conquering hero comes ! " and shouts 
shook the edifice to its foundations. He had scarcely taken 
his seat in'* splendid marquee, prepared for his reception, 
when the curtain before the gallery in front of him lifted, and 
there was a beautiful transparency, representing La Grange," 
with its grounds and towers, and beneath it, " This is his 
home." Nothing could be more touching and affectionate 
than this device ; and as Lafayette's eye fell upon it, a tear 
was seen to gather there, and his lip to quiver with feeling. 

7. Thus the people received the " people's friend." From 
New .York he went to Albany and Troy, and one long shout 
of welcome rolled the length of the Hudson, as he floated up 
the noble stream. Returning, he went to PJ^iladelphia, and, 
passing through the same scenes that had been enacted in 
every city he had visited, continued his route to Mount Ver- 
non, to visit the tomb of Washington. The thunder of cannon 
announced his arrival at the consecrated ground, calling to 
his mind the tmie when he had seen that now lifeless chief- 
tain move through the tumult of battle. 

8. Wishing- no one to witness his emotions, as he stood 
beside the ^shes of his friend, he descended alone into the 
\rault. Witii trembling steps and uncovered head he passed 
down to the Ibmb. The secrets of that meeting of the living 
■ — — • — — 

■ Lft nransre: lAfayett^'s place of residence in France. 
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with the dead no one knows ; but when the aged yetema 
came forth again, his face was covered with tears. 

9. He then took his son and secretary by the hand, and 
led them into the vault. He could not speak; his bursting 
heart was too^ull for utterance, and he mutely pointed to 
the coffin of Washington. They knelt reverently beside it, 
kissed it, then rising, threw themselves into Lafayette's 
arms, and burst into tears. It was a touching scene, there 
in the silent vault, and worthy the noble sleeper. 

10. From thence he went to Yorktown, where a magnifi 
cent reception was given him. Proceeding south, he ptissed 
through all* the principal cities to New Orleans, and thence 
op the Mississippi to Cincinnati, and across to Pittsburg, 
and finally to western New York, through which he hastened 
rapidly to Boston, to be present at the laying of the comer- 
stone of the Bunker's Hill monument.^ 

11. Previously to his southern trip, however, he had 
visited congress, and been received by that body with distin- 
guished honor. A few days after this a bill was passed, 
giving him a hundred and forty thousand dollars, as pay- 
ment, in part, for the money he had expended in our behalf. 
He had clo" 3d and fed. our naked, starving soldiers at his 
own cost ; expended money for ^he State ; fought our battles ; 
endured, suffered, and toiled for our welfare ; yet he never 
asked, never expected, compensation. His had been entirely 
a freeiiw i ofiering ; his. youtii, his wealth, Hisr life, all, an 
unselfish, noble sacrifice to a weak, but brave people, strug- 
gling to be free. 

12. This generous, and yet only just, remuneration, took 
Ijafayette by surprise, and affected him deeply. Indeed, to 
a heeurt like his, tlie open arms and overflowing afTection of 
the people were a sufficient regard. The entire nation had 
risen to do him homage. " Honor to Lafayette I" " Welcome 
to Lafayette, the nation's guest!" and such like exclamations, 
had met lum at every step. 

a Bunker's Hill monument ; a monament built of franite, two Inmdrad and tweni} 
leet high. It is situated in Gharlestown, near Boetoa. 
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13. Flowers were strewed along his pathway ; his carriage 
detached from the horses, and dragged by the enthusiastic 
crowd, along ranks of grateful freemen, who rent the heavens 
with their acclamations. From the heads "of government, . 
down to the lowest menial, all had united in pouring bless- 
ings on his venerable head. Melted to tears by these demon 
strations of love, he had moved like a father amid his children, 
scattering blessings wherever he went. 

14. One of his last acts in this country was to lay the 
corner-stone of the Bunker Hill monument. He '^nd placed 
the stone over Baron De Kalb's' grave, in Souui Carolina, 
and now it was fit that he, the last surviVbr of the major- 
generals of the American Revolution, should consecrate the 
first block in that grand structure. Amid the silent attention 
of fifty thousand spectators, this aged veteran and friend of 
Washington, with uncovered head, performed the imposing 
ceremonies, and " Long live Lafayette," swelled up from the 
top of Bunker Hill. 

15. At length, after having passed through almost the 
entire Union in the space of a few months, he embarked, th'e 
eighth of September, for his native land. The Brandywine 
was sent out by government to convey him home ; and when 
it reached Havre, the officers, wishing to express their ad- 
miration of him, deputed their first lieutenant, Gregory, to 
convey their sentiments. 

16. The young officer, overcome by his feelings, was 
unable to utter a word ; but in the spirit of true heroism, ran 
to the stem of the vessel, and jaatching the flag that waved 
there, handed it to him, saying, " We cannot confide it to 
more glorious keeping.'* He then made a short address, to 
which Lafayette replied, sapng: "I hope, that displayed 
from the most prominent part of my house, at La Grange, it 
will always testify to all who may see it, the kindness of the 

« Barorx Oe Kalb ; a Inajo^general in the American army. He was bom in Germany 
•boat the year 1717. In 1777, tie came to tills country, and took pftrt in the wv'of tbi 

B«VOltttK»l. 
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American nation toward its adopted and devoted son." The 
people thronged around him as he traveled through Franco 
and he was everywhere hailed " The people's friend! " 



LESSON CXX. 

LAMENT FOR LAFAYETTE. 

1. All lonely and cold, in' the sepulcher slumbers 

The giant of freedom,' the chosen of fame ' 
Too high is the theme for my harp's lowly numbers ; 

Yet fain would I twine me a wreath for that name 
Which proudly shines forth in the tablet of glory, 

Unsullied by faction, untarnished by guile ; 
The loftiest theme for the bard's raptured story ; 

The name by which freemen met death with a smile 

2. Then arise, ye proud bards ! give our hearts' mighty sad- 

A voice not unworthy a theme so sublime, [ness, 

For him, the bright day-star of freedom and gladness 

Whose memory will glow througj^ the far flight of tim^ 
He is gone, and forever ! the pride of our nation, 

That bright sun of freedom in glory hath set ; 
The heroes who bled for our country's salvation, 

Now joy in thy presence, O brave Lafayette ! 

3. Thou camest to our shore when the day-star of freedom 

Was proudly dispelling dark tyranny's night. 
When millions awoke to the rank she decreed them. 

And the millions of despots were scattered in flight ; 
When the star-spangled banner waves sheen** in the mom 

The heart of the freeman will bound at thy name ; [ing 
Thou champion of freedom ! fell tyranny scorning. 

One world was too small for the blaze of thy fame ! 

*; ^ ,— .^^ , _ 

« '* dant of firwdom ;" La&yette. b Sheen ; bright, ifalnlng. 
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i. Bright, bright is the path thou hast left of thy glory, 
Amid the world's darkness, which ne'er shall decline, 
For the light of thy fame on the ages before thee, 

\With splendor unsullied, forever will shine ; 
When freedom's bright fabric lay blackened. in ruin. 

While bloodthirsty tyrants usurped the dread sway. 
At the roots of the proud tree of liberty hewing. 
All hopes for the land of thy love died away. 

•6. Thou art gone ! thy pure soul on its voyage hath started ; 

From its ashes the phoenix* of freedom hath flown, 
To join the bright phalanx** of heroes departed. 

Who dwell in the light of a fame like thine own. 
Farewell, thou last star of that bright constellation 

Of heroes whose glory can ilever depart ; 
Thy fame hath no limit of kindred or nation ; 

Thy name is enshrined in e'ach patriot's heart. 

6. With Washington's blended, for ever thy glory 

Shall form the proud theme of our bard's burning Ia3r8 
While the banner of freedom shall proudly wave o'er theey 

Thou mighty departed! thou light of oupdays; 
_But still! my wild harp, all in vain we lament him; 
His praise must be sung by some loftier lyre ; 
Let the soul-raptured bard use the gift heaven hath lent 
And weave for our hero a requiem of fire ! [him, 



LESSON CXXL 



ELOQUENCE. 



1. That I may not stand aione m my views on the subject 
of genuine eloquence, 1 will give the language of those able 
statesmen of our country, John Adams and Daniel Webster. 

« PhoNiiz; • fabled bird, which the ancients auppoaed to lire for a long period, an 
(bally to bum itself, and rise again from its own ashes. ^ The departed heroes of thi 
(kuMrican Revolution. 
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2. Bfr. Adams remarked, *' Oratory, as it consists in ^be 
expression of the countenance, graces of attitude and motion, 
and intonation of voice, although it is altogether superficial 
and -ornamental, will always command admiration, yet it 
deserves little veneration. 

3. " Flashes of wit, coruscations of imagination, and gay 
pictures; what are they? Strict truth, rapid reason, ana 
pure integrity, are the only essential ingredients in oratory. 
I fatter myself that Demosthenes, by his action, action, 
ttt'tion,' meant to express the same opinion." 

4. Mr. Webster observes, " When public bodies are to be 
addressed on momentous occasions, when great interests are 
at stake, and strong passions excited, nothing is valuable in 
speech further than it is connected with high intellectual and 
moral endowments. Clearness, force, and earnestness, are 
qualities that produce conviction. 

5. " True eloquence, indeed, does not consist in speech, 
ft cannot be brought from far. Labor and learning may toil 
for it ; hut they toil in vain. Words and phrases may be 
marshaled in every way ; but they cannot compass it. It 
must exist in the man, in the subject, and in the occasion. 
Aflucted passion, intense expression, the pomp of declama- 
tion, all may aspire after it, but they cannot reach it. It 
comes, if it comes at all, like the outbreaking of a fountain 
from the earth, or the bursting forth of volcanic fires, with 
spontaneous, original, native force. 

6. " The graces taught in schools, the courtly ornaments 
and studied contrivances of speech, shock and disg^ust men, 
when their own lives, and the lives of their wives and chil- 
dren, and their country, hang on the decision of an hour. 
Then words have lost their power, rhetoric is vain, and all 
elaborate oratory contemptible. Then, even genius feels re- 
buked and subdued, as if in the presence of higher qualities. 
Then patriotism is eloquent, then self-devotion is eloquent. 

7. " The clear conception, outrunnmg the deductions of 
logic ; the high purpose, the firm resolve, the dauntless spirit 
•peaking on the tongue, beaming from the eye, informing 
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every feature, and urging the whole man onward, right 
onward to his object ; this, this is eloquence, or rather, it is 
something greater than eloquence ; it is action noble, sublime, 
and god-like action." 

8. Rhetoric, as taught in our seminaries, and by itinerant 
elocutionists, is one thing; genuine, heart-thrilling, soul- 
stirring eloquence, is a very different thing. The one 59 like 
the rose in wax, without odor ; the other like the rose on its 
native bush, perfummg the atmosphere with the rich odors, 
distilled from the dew of heaven. 

9. The one is the finely finished statue of a Cicero or 
Demosthenes, more perfect in its lineaments than the origi- 
nal ; pleasing the e^e %nd enrapturing the imagination; the 
other is the living mi^n, animated by intellectual power, 
rousing the deepest feelings of every heart, and electrifying 
every soul, as with vivid lightning. The one is a picture 
of the passions all on fire ; the other is the real conflagration ; 
pouring out a volume of words that burn, like liquid flames 
bursting from the crater of a volcano. 

10. The one attracts the admiring gaze, and tickles the 
fimcy of an audience; the other sounds an alarm, that 
vibrates through the tingling ears to the soul, and drives 
back the rushing blood upon the aching heart. The one 
fiills upon the multitude like April showers, glittering in the 
sujlbeams, animating and bringing nature into mellow life ; 
the other rouses the same mass to deeds of noble daring, and 
impart? to it the terrific force of an avalanche. 

11. The one moves the cerebral foliage in waves of recum- 
bent beauty, like a gentle wind passing over a prairie of tall 
l^mss and flowers ; the other strikes a blow, that resounds 
through the wilderness of mind, like rolling thunder through 
a forest of oaks. The one fails when strong commotions and 
angry elements agitate the public peace ; the other can ride 
upon the whirlwind, direct.the tornado, and rul^ th«» storm. 

30* w 
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LESSON CXXli. 



AMES'S' SPEECH ON THE BRITISH TREATY." 

1. Mr. Speaker : If any, against all these proofs, should 
naintain, that the peace with the Indians will be stable with- 
3ut the posts, to them I will urge another reply. From argu- 
ments calculated to produce conviction, I will appeal directly 
to the hearts of those who hear me, and ask whether it is not 
already planted there ? 1 resort especially to the convictions 
of the western gentlemen, whether, supposing no posts and 
no treaty, the settlers will remain in security ? Can they 
take it upon them to say, that an Indian peace, under these 
circumstances, will prove firm ? 

2. No, sir, it will not be peace, but a sword ; it will be no 
better than a lure to draw victims within the reach of the 
tomahawk. On this theme my emotions are unutterable. 
If I could find words for them, if my powers bore any pro- 
portion to my zeal, I would swell my voice to such a note of 
remonstrance, that it should reach every log house beyond 
the mountains. 

3. I would say to the inhabitants, wake from your false 
security; your cruel dangers, your more cruel apprehensions, 
are soon to be renewed ; the wounds, yet unhealed, are to be 
torn open again. In the day-time, your path through the 
woods will be ambushed ; the darkness of midnight will glit- 
ter with the blaze of your dwellings. You are a father, the 
blood of your 'sons shall fatten your corn-field ; you are a 
mother, the war whoop shall wake the sleep of the cradle. 

4. On this subject you need not suspect any deception on 
your feelings ; it is a spectacle of horror, which cannot be 
overdrawn. IT you have nature in your hearts, they will 
speak a language, compared with which all I have said, or 
can say, will be poor and frigid. 



o Amet (Fisher ; ) one of the moot eloquent of American aUteemen end witters, a 
uative of 0edtiam, MassachiiaeKa. ^ British Tnalj ; the Treaty of 1783, executed at 
^mhM, by Adams, Franklin, 4cc 
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6. Will it be whispered, that the treaty has made me a 
aew champion for the protection of the frontiers « It, ia 
known that my voice, as well as vote, have been uniformly 
given in conformity with the ideas I have expressed. Pro- 
tection is the right of the frontiers ; it is our duty to give it *^ 

6. Who will accuse me of wandering from the subject 1 
Who will say, that I exaggerate the tendencies of our meas- 
ures ? Will any one answer by a sneer, that all this is idle 
preaching? Will any one deny, that we are bound, and 
I would hope to good purpose, by the most solemn sanctions 
of duty, for the vote we give ? Are despots alone to be re- 
proached for unfeeling indifference to the tears and blood of 
their subjects ? 

7. Have the principles on which you ground the reproach 
upon cabinets and kings, no practical influence, no binding 
force ? Are they merely themes of idle declamation, intro- 
duced to decorate the morality of a newspaper essay, or to 
furnish pretty topics of harangue from the windows of the 
State-house ? I trust it is neither too presumptuous nor too 
late to ask. Can you put the dearest interest of society to 
hazard, without guilt, and without remorse ? 

8. By rejecting the posts, we light the savage fires, we bind 
the victim. This day we undertake to render account to the 
widows and orphans whom our decision will make ; to the 
wretches that will be roasted at the stake ; to our country, 
and, I do not deem it too serious to say, to conscience and to 
God. We are answerable ; and if duty be any thing more 
than a word of imposture, if conscience be not a bugbear, we 
are preparing to make ourselves as wretched as our country. 

9. There is no mistake in this case, there can be none ; 
experience has already been the prophet of events, and the 
cries of our future victims have already reached us. The 
western inhabitants are not a silent and uncomplaining sacri- 
fice. The voice ofnumanity issues from the shade of the 
wilderness ; it exclaims, that while one hand is held up to 
■^ject this treaty, the other grasps a tomahawk. 

^0. It summons our imagination to the scenes that will opea 
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It w no gireat effort oi the imagination to conceire that eTentB 
80 near are ahready begun. I can fancy that I listen to the 
yells of savage vengeance and the shrieks of torture ; already 
they seem to sigh in the -western wind ; already they mingU 
with every echo from the mountains. 



LESSON cxxm. 



KEEPING irP APPEARANCES. 



1. Mt neighbor was a man of expedients, and had spent 
his whole life, and exhausted all his ingenuity, in that adroit 
presentation of pretences, which in common speech, is called 
keeping up appearances. In this art he was really skillful ; 
and I often suspected then, and have really concluded siifbe, 
that if he had turned half the talent to procuring an honest 
'ivelihood, which he used to ponder over his ill-dissembled 
poverty, it would have been better for his soul and body both. 
He was a man that never equivocated unless it was to keep 
up appearances. 

2. How often have I seen him put to his trumps, steering 
oetween Scylla and Charybdis, adroitly adjusting his lan- 
guage so as to make an impression, without incurring a false- 
hood* and reduced to shifts by which none were deceived, 
because all understood them ! At one time after a week's 
starvation to procure a velvet collar for his best coat, his 
family were sitting down to a dinner of hasty-pudding and 
molasses, when, unluckily, I happened to walk in without 
<mocking ; a very improper course ; and the family having 
no time to slip away the plates and table-cloth, were taken in 
the very act. 

8. I never saw a man more confounded. A hectic flush 
passed over his long, sallow cheek, l ^ ^the last, sad biooiB 
on the visage of a consumptive man. *He looked, fiwr a mo- 
vient, aknost like a convicted criminal; but, however, he 
soon recovered himself, and returned to his expedients. 

4. " We thought,'* said he, ♦* we would have a plaiin dmlfci 
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lo^y ; always to eat roast turkeys makes one sick." There 
wa« no disputing this hroad maxim. But happy would it 
have been for this ill-fated family, if there had been no sick* 
nets among its members, either of the head or heart, but such 
aa is produced by eating roasted turkey. 

5. Yet my neighbor, with all his expedients, was a very 
unpopular man. Though he was always angling for public 
favor, he never had skill enough to put on the bait so as to 
conceal the hook, even to the gudgeons that floated in our 
shallow streams. There was a broken bridge near his hab* 
itation, and one year he was plotting and expecting to be sur« 
veyor of the highways, that he might mend it for the public 
fonvenience, at the public expense. 

6. He was disappointed ; and old Mr. Slider, his rival and 
enemy, was put iij^the office, who suflered the bridge to remain 
unrepaired, with the ungenerous sarcasm, that a man who 
lived in such a shattered house, might well endure to ride 
9ver a rotten bridge. 

7. There was a militia company, and my neighbor waa 
expecting to be chosen captain, especially as he had been m 
Ihe revolutionary army, and had actually spoken to General 
Washington, But at the age of forty-one, they chose him 
wrderly-sergeant; which office he refused, declaring with 
much spitting and sputtering, that he would never serve hia 
ungrateful country again. Thus closed his military honors ; 
he was reduced to the necessity of finding the post of virtue 
in a private station. 

8. I have heard that the only way to cure ambition is, ta 
starve it to death ; and all the world seemed to ccnnbine ta 
remove his favorite passion by that unwelcome medicine* 
Once he had determined to have a large party at his house 
and he desired to get it up in the very best style. He had 
invited all the grandees of Bundleborough; Esquire Wilson, 
and his one-eyed daughter ; Mrs. Butterfly, a retired milli- 
b4*^ Mrs, Redrose, a jolly widow; Mr. Wallflower, a broken 
merchant; and Captain Casket, supposed te be a pensioner oa 
the king of Great Britain. 
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9. The fjunily had raked and scraped, and twisted and 
turned, to procure all the money they could ; hhs wife had sold 
pickled mangoes ; his daughter was sent to pick up mush- 
rooms, in the great pasture ; and he disposed of ahout two 
tons of old salt hay, the remaining wheel of an old ox-cart, 
all his pumpkins and turnips, and about half his Indian 
com, to make up the sum of fifteen dollars thirty-seven and 
a half cents, with which he was to shine out, for one evening 
at least, in all the peacock-feathers with which ingenious 
poverty could cover over its hide-bound, frost-bitten, hunger- 
wasted frame. 

10. He sent for all the china and glass he could beg ot 
borrow ; and Mr. Planewell, the carpenter, was summoned 
to repair the front gate, set up the fence, and new lay the step 
before the front door ; but as there was verji little prospect of 
his ever being paid, he could not come. Two of the legs of 
the dining-table were broken, and his daughter was ordered 
to glue them ; but failing in that, she tied them together with 
a piece of fish-line, which was to be concealed by the depend* 
ing table-cloth. 

11. The table-cloth itself was of the finest and nicest 
damask ; but unluckily, there was a thin "spot in the middle 
of it, almost verging to a hole ; but this was to be concealed 
by the mat on which was laid the great dish in the center. 
His wife had spent the previous week in preparation, keeping 
th^ whole house in confusion, washing, scouring, cleaning, 
adjusting the best chamber, where the ladies were to take off 
their bonnets, mending the carpet, and polishing the shovel 
and tongs ; and, considering her means, she put things in 
tolerable order. 

12. An old, half-blind negro woman, by the name oi Joice 
who had formerly waited on parties, but was now nearly 
superannuated, was to come and assist them ; and it was 
stipulated that she should have the fragments of the feast, for 
her pay. The evening came ; the. company assembled ; the 
old bam-lantem, with one broken and three cracked glasses 
was hung up in the entry for an introductory light ; the tur- 
key, chickens, jellies, and confectionary, were prepared. 
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13. Joice was busy, and his wife was directing, and all 
urere happy. But let no man hereafter pronounce an even- 
ing blessed, before the hour of supper has closed. Joice had 
complained already, that she wanted things to do with ; an^ 
on the narrow table in the kitchen she had overturned a 
lamp, and oiled the bottom of the great dish on which the 
turkey was to be presented on the supper-table. 

14. It became slippery, her fingers were slippery, and she 
was half blind ; as she came waddling into the supper-room, 
with the treasures of her cookery, she stumbled, struck the 
poor spliced legs of the dining-table, the patchwork gave 
way, down went the table, dishes, and sauces on the ladies' 
gowns ; down went poor Joice in the midst of them ; the fish- 
line was revealed, the torn place in the table-cloth was seen, 
torn still more disastrously ; my neighbor looked aghast, his 
wife was in tears, and the whole company were in confusion. 

15. My neighbor, however, tried to jump out of his con- 
dition like a cat out of a corner. " So much for Mr. Hard- 
wood, our cabinet-maker ; I had just ordered a new table, 
but he never sends home his work in time." In saying this, 
he did not tell a lie ; he just told half the truth. He had 
ordered a new table, and Mr. Hardwood had not sent it in 
time ; but then he distinctly told the reason, and that was, he 
should not send it until hs had settled off the old score. 

16. " O poverty, poverty ! " I must allow, poverty is bad 
enough, though not so terrible when it comes alone. But 
avert from ifte tiie mingled horrors of pride and poverty, 
when they come upon us together ! 



LESSON CXXIV. 

FORMATION OF CHARACTER. 
MBB. T17THILL. 

1. When a young man has finished his collegiate course 
of education, he enters immediately upon the study of the 
profession, or into the business which he is to pursue. He 
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loolcB forward with eager anticipation to the time when hit 
Dame shall be honored among his fellow-men, or his coders 
overflow with wealth, or when he shall be the messenger of 
mercy, and win many from the error of their ways. His 
eoarse of study is still plainly marked out. He does not 
waste time in the choice of a pursuit, for his natural talents^ 
the habitual bias of his mind, or the wishes of friends, have 
already decided the question. 

2. Mot so with a young lady. Having passed through the 
usual studies at school in a desultory manner, goLerally too 
desultory to produce a disciplined, well-balanced mind, she 
considers her education finished, or continues it without any 
special object in view. 

3. Perhaps, my young friends, you have been absent fox 
years from the home of your childhood ; its gayer visions 
have flitted away; life begins to assume a sober reality. 
Casting a mournful, glance of retrospection, you inquire. 
Of what value is the little knowledge acquired, if I go no 
farther ? Like an armory in time of peace, arranged 'with 
much attempt at display, it seems brilliant and useless. You 
have, indeed, been collecting the weapons for life's warfare ; 
their temper is not yet tried, but the strife has already begun. 

4. This is the season for castle-building. How fascinating 
the rainbow visions that flit before a vivid imagination, yet 
how dangerous the indulgence ! Exhausted with these 
wanderings, wild lassitude and ennui succeed. 

** Ftncy enerrates, while it soothes the heart,* 
And, while it dazzles, wounds the mental sight ; 
To joy each heightening charm it can impart, 
But wraps the hour of woe in tenfold night." 

6. As their only resource, many young ladies in town 
rush with eagerness into society, drowning reflection in the 
all-absorbing career of fashionable gayety, filling up its brief 
intervals with novel-reading. Those whose home is in tlie 
country are disgusted with this ** working-day world," and its 
plain, good folks. 

6. Their refined education has unfitted them for cordial 
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comi/anioiishipL/witli their friends and neighbors, whose use- 
ful common sense they cannot appreciate, and whose virtues, 
unadorned by the graces of polished life, they cannot admire. 
Too often, making no effort to settle themselves to the em- 
ployments that should now devolve upon them, they live in a 
world of their own creation, or find one equally well fitted to 
their taste in the contents of the nearest circulating library. 

7. Instead of wasting this precious period in fascinating 
dreams of future happiness, in enervating idleness, or un- 
satisfying gayety, let me urge upon you, my kind readers, 
the importance of the present golden moments. Sheltered 
beneath the paternal roof, guarded from outward evil by the 
vigilance of love, the perplexing cares and overwhelming 
anxieties of life are not yet yours. You now enjoy the best 
possible opportimity to gain a knowledge of yourself, your 
disposition, habits, prejudices, purposes, acquirements, de- 
ficiences, principles. 

8. Much may have been done for you by parents and 
teachers; the strength of the foundation they have laid 
will be tested by the superstructure which must be built by 
yourself. Cheerfully, then, commence that self-education, 
without which all other education is comparatively useless. 
Shrink not firom your high responsibilities; He whj hai» 
encompassed you with them will give you strength for their 
fiilfilment. 

9. Has he not showered benefits upon you with unsparing 
hand? Your country, is it not a blessed one? Parents, 
kindred, friends, talents, and the means for improving them; 
competence, wealth, does not your heart overflow with grati- 
tude to the Giver? Even now, he grants you that quiet 
home, where you may prepare yourself for another, with 
more tender affections, and more solemn responsibilities, and 
for another still beyond, and not very far distant, a home in 
heaven ! 

10. Woman's lot may be deemed a lowly one by those 
nrho look not into the deeper mysteries of human life, who 
Know not the silent, resistless influences that mold th« in 

31 
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tellectual and moral character of mankind. Woman's lot m 
a high and holy one ; and she " who fulfils the conditions re- 
quired by conscience, takes the surest way of answering the 
purposes of Providence." Conscientiously and cheerfully 
ihen, go on with your own education, mental, physical, and 
moraL 



LESSON CXXV. 



MELANCHOLY. 



[The reader may aean the Mowing pieoe, in which the laminii 
•ooois with the Anapest.] 

1. The sun' | of the morn | ing, 

Unclou I ded and bright, ( 
The landscape adorning 
With luster and light. 
To glory and gladness 

New bliss may impart; 
But, O, give to sadness 
And softness of heart 
A moment to ponder, a season to grieve. 
The light of the moon, or the shadows of eve. 

2. Then soothing reflections 

Arise on the mind, 
And sweet recollections 

Of friends who were kind; 
Of love that was tender 

And yet could decay, , 
Of visions whose splendor 
Time withered away; 
In all that for brightness and beauty may seem 
The painting of fancy, the work of a dream. 

• Th« Iambus is sometimes introduced into Anapestic rerse, especially at the begfai 
ftliig of the line. It will be observed, that the pain of short lines are, in fact, only o 
biokeo into two parts. 
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3. The soft cloud of whiteness, 
The stars beaming through, 
The full noon of brightness, 

The deep sky of blue. 
The rush of the river, 

Through vales that are still, 
The breezes that ever 
Sigh lone o'er the hill, 
Are sounds that can soft»n, and sights that impart 
A bliss to the eye, and a balm to the heart. 



I^ESSON CXXVI. 

TO A SISTER ON THE DEATH OF AN ONLY SON 

1. Gently, sister ! Thy beauteous child 

Heeds not thy bitter weeping ; 
Not floods of tears, nor wailings wild, 

Can move his silent sleeping. 
Like passing dream his spirit came, 
And, ere it burned, expired the flame 

2. How sadly now his brilliant eye 

With lifeless lid is shaded ! 
The death-drops on his forehead lie^ 

His ruddy cheek, how faded ! 
But yet a smile is on thy boy. 
As erst it gave his mother joy. 

3. Thy heart alone its anguish knows 

Nor can thy grief be spoken ; 
That bitter moan too truly shows 

That " golden bowl " is broken ! 
Nor would I quell affection's grief, 
For 'tis the soul's most sweet relwt 
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4. Yet listen, sister ! while I lave 

The swelling tide of sorrow, 
For rests thy habe within its grave 

Ere sets the «un to-morrow ; 
And then, no more its form we seo, 
Till death shall call for thee and me. 

5. Hast heard it told, when infants smile 

In calm and tranquil slumbers. 
That angels round them watch awhile 

And chant their heavenly numbers ? 
'T is said, that in their sleep they hear 
Soft tones, unknown to other ear. • 

6. Then, sister ! hear the silent voice 

Thine infant's smile is giving ; 
** O, mother ! weep not, but rejoice ; 

Thy child in heaven is living. 
I ne'er again can come to thee, 
But soon thou 'It come from earth to me." 



LESSON CXXVII. 

SCOTLAND. 
PLAGO. 

1. Scotland ! There is magic in the sound. Statesmen 
scholars, divines, heroes, and poets ! do you want exemplars 
worthy of study and imitation ? Where wiU you find thero 
brighter than in Scotland ? Where can you find tfcem purer 
than in Scotland ? Here no Solon, indulging imagination^as 
pictured the perfectability of man ; no Lycurgus,* viewing 
him through the medium of human frailty alone, has left for 
fii^? government an iron code, graven on eternal adamant No 
Plato, dreaming in the luxurious gardens of the academy, has 
fancied what he should be, and bequeathed a republic of love. 

• Lycnrguii % Spartan tegiAfattor, Imrn abo«t 8ft^ B. a 
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hit sages, knowing their weakness, have appealed to his un 
ierstanding, cherished his virtues, and chastised his vices. 

2. Friends of learning ! would you do homage at the shrine 
jf literature ? Would you visit her clearest founts ? €ro to 
Scotland. Are you philosophers, seeking to explore the hid- 
den mysteries of mind ? Bend to the genius of Stewart !■ 
Student, merchant, or mechanic, do you seek usefulness ? 
Consult the pages of Black and of Adam Smith. Grave 
barrister! would you know the law; the true, the sole ex- 
pression of the people's will? There stands the mighty 
Mansfield!'' 

3. Do we look for high examples of noble daring ? Where 
^all we find them brighter than in Scotland ? Fr<Hn the 
•bonny highland heather" of her lofty summits, to the modest 
tily of the vale, not a flower but has blushed with patriot 
blood. • From the proud foaming^rest of Solway,to the calm 
polished breast of Loch Katrine, not a river or lake but has 
swelled with the life-tide of freedom ! Would you witness 
greatness ? Contemplate a Wallace' and a Bruce.* They 
fought not for honors, for party, for conquest 'T was for their 
country and their country's good, religion, liberty and law. 

4. Would you ask for chivalry ? that high and delicate 
flense of honor, which deems a stain upon one's country, as 
individual disgrace ; that moral courage which measures dan- 
ger, and meets it against known odds ; that patriot valor, whieh 
would rather repose on a death-bed of laurels than flourish m 
wealth and power under the night-shade of despotism ? Cit- 
izen soldier ! turn to Lochiel ; " proud bird of the mountain ! " 
Though pierced with the usurper's arrow, his plumage stiK 
Klines through the cloud of oppression, lighting to honor all 
who nobly dare to " do or die.". Where then can we be^er look 
for all that is worthy of honest ambition, than to Scotland ? 

« 8t0wan, DagaM; an eminent philbeopher, born at Edinburgh in 176a ^ Mana 
Oeld, William Murry ; bom at Pertli in 1705, and be tame chief Juaticaof tlie Kinf^ 
Baneli in 1766. e Wallace, Sir William ; a Scottish patriot, bom In 1276. < Bract 
Hotert ; tbe deHreiw of Scotland from the English yoke, by the defeat of BdwMd O. 
m 1314, at Bannoclihwm. '^ 
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LESSON CXXVIIL 

THE CHARACTER OF GREENE. 

BSADLSr. 

1. Next to Washington, Greene* was the aUest com- 
mander in the revolutionary army. In person he was ahove 
the middle height, and strongly made. He had a fine face, 
with a florid complexion, lit up by brilliant Uue eyes. His 
natural expression was frank and benevolent, but m battle it 
assumed a sternness, which showed that beneath his easy 
and gentle manners was a strength of purpose not easily 
overcome. When highly excited, or absorbed in intense 
thought, he had a curious habit of rubbing violently his 
upper lip with his fore-finger. 

2. Inured by exposure and toil, his frame possessed a won- 
derful power of endurance, rendered still greater by the in- 
domitable will it 'enclosed. ' A self-made man, he rose from 
ihe fanks to major-general of the army, solely by his own 
genius and force. Ignorant at first of military tactics,** he 
applied himself with such diligence to the subject, that he 
mastered them in less t\me than many employ on the rudi- 
ments ; and the knowledge he obtained was not merely so 
many maxims and rules stowed away, but principles, out of 
which he wrought his own plans and system. 

3. He had almost intuitive perception of character. He 
resembled Washington in this respect, and seemed to take the 
exact measure of every man who approached him. Many 
of his actions in the field were based upon this knowledge of 
his adversaries, and hence, thovigh often inexplicable to others, 
perfectly clear and rational to himself. 

4. Thus, in the southern campaign against Gomwallis* his 
movements were sometimes considered rash in the extreme 



• Oreem; Major General Nathaniel Greene was bom in Warwick, Rhode Idaod, 
May Thh, 1748. b Tactics ; the science and art of diapoeing military and aavai I 
lEi Older of battle. < Onmwallla ; the British commander. 
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by those who judged of them merely from the relative posi 
tion and strength of the armies. But to him, who could 
judge more correctly from his knowledge of men's views 
and character, than from their transient movements, what 
course they would take, they appeared the wisest he could 
adopt. 

6. A more fearless man never led an army ; and his cour- 
age was not the result of sudden enthusiasm, or even of 
excitement, but of a well-balanced and strong character. He 
was never known to be thrown from his perfect self-possession 
by any danger, however sudden ; and was just as calm and 
collected when his shattered army tossed in a perfect wreck 
around him, as in his tent at night. The roar of artillery, 
and the tumult of a fierce-fought battle, could not disturb the 
natural action of his mind ; his thoughts were as clear, and 
his judgment was as correct, in the midst of a sudden and 
unexpected overthrow, as in planning a campaign.* 

6. This gave him tremendous power, and was the great 
reason that, though beaten, he could not be utterly routed. 
No matter how sujperior his antagonist, ci how unexpected 
the panic of his troops, he was never, like Gates, driven a 
fugitive from the field. He possessed two qualities seldom 
found united; great caution, and yet great rapidity. His 
blow was carefully planned, and when it came it fell lik« fall- 
ing lightning. 

7. His mind was clear and comprehensive, and worked 
with ceaseless activity and energy. Nothing could escape 
his glance, and he seemed to forecast all the contingencies 
that did or could happen. His fortitude was wonderful. AH 
exposures, all privations, all embarrassments, toils and sufier 
ings, he bore with a patience that filled his soldiers with 
astonishment and admiration. During his southern cam- 
paign he never took off his clothes, except to change then 
for seven months ; and sometimes would be in the saddle 
*wo days on a stretch, witl^out a moment's repose. 

a TlM Uma an anny la in the' field. 
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8. His energy wts equal to kis endurance for he not only 
bore everything bravely, but under difficulties that would have 
weighed an ordinary man to the earth, put forth almost super- 
human exertions. No sooner was one obstacle surmounted 
than he attacked another; and no sooner was one dangei 
escaped than he plunged into another, again to extricate him- 
self, to the astonishment of all. Tireless as fate itself, he 
would neiUier take repose, nor allow it to his enemy. His 
whole career, while opposed to Comwallis, is one of the most 
remarkable in ^e history of military men. 

9. When he toc^ command of the southern army, he found 
it to consist of a mere handful of destitute, undisciplined, and 
ragged troops ; yet, with these, he entered the field against 
one of the best generals of the age, supported by an army of 
veteran soldiers. With his raw recruits around him, he 
immediately began the ofTensire ; and before his powerful 
enemy had time to penetrate his plans, smote him terribly at 
Cowpens.* 

10. Having by this movement brought the whole English 
force against him, he was compelled to retrjeat, and by a series 
of skillful mancBUvers and forced marches, completely foiled 
every attempt to reach him. Unable to cope with his adver- 
sary, he, nevertheless, refused to quit the field ; retiring like 
the lion, slowly and resolutely. * He kept his pursuer ever 
under his eye, so that he could not make a mistake without 
receiving a blow. 

11. He stopped when his adversary atopped, and looked 
him boldly in the face, till he provoked him to bum his bag- 
gage, in order to convert his entire army into light troops, and 
thus facilitate his movements. But even then he would out- 
march and out-manoBUver him, penetrating and baffling every 
pkn laid against him, and carrying out every one of his own. 

12. He thus led his enemy through the entire state of North 
Carolina ; and the moment he turned, followed him, and dealt 
him such a staggering blow at Ghiilford, that he was compelled 

A Cowpena ; a place in Union DIatrict, S. Q. , ranarkabla in tbe raroluUoiuury hiilocj 
lHr«MortkeiiioaidacialT« ^ohed baulea in tlie whole war. 
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to a precipitate flight No sooner was Cornwallis beyond hi& 
Beach, than he turned furiously on his posts in South Caro> 
lina, and carrying them one after another, brought the war to 
the doors of Charleston. His combinations, throughout the 
whole campaign, were admirable, and succeeded beyond the 
most sanguine expectations. He did not commit a single 
error, and every failure that befell him was the result of the 
most arrant cowardice on the part of some of his militia, 

13. Years before, the English officer opposed to him in 
Jersey, wrote, saying, " Greene is dangerous as Washington; 
he is vigilant, enterprising, and fuU of resources." The 
Chevalier de la Luzerne, Knight of Malta, in speaking of his 
southern campaign, said : ** Other generals subdue their ene- 
my by the means which their country or sovereign furnishes 
them ; but Greene appears to reduce his enemy by his own 
means. He commenced his campaign without either an 
army, provisions, or military stores. He has asked for noth- 
ing since ; and yet, scarcely a post arrives from the South 
that does not bring intelligence of some new advantage 
gained over the foe. He conquers by magic. History fur- 
nishes no parallel to this.'' 

14 The resources of his mind were inezhaustible ; there 
was no gulf out of which he could not find a way of escape, 
and no plan, if necessary, too hopeless for him to attempt. 
Without a dollar from government, and penniless himself, he 
nevertheless managed to keep an anny in the field, and con- 
quer with it True, it was half-naLed and half-starved ; but 
by his wonderful power he succeeded in holding it together. 

15. His soldiers loved him with devotion, and having seen 
him extricate himself so often from apparently inevitable ruin, 
they at length came to regard him as invincible. Sharing all 
their toils and dangers, and partaking of all their sufferings, 
he so wound himself into their afiections, that they would go 
ivherever he commanded. He made of raw militia all that 
ever can be made of them, in the short time he had them 
ander his control. 

16. His patriotism was of the purest kind, and WashiagtoB 
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spoke from correct knowledge when he said : " Could he bm 
promote the interests of his country in the character of a 
corporal, he would exchange, without a murmur, his epau 
lets for the knot." His own reputation and life he regarded 
as nothing in the cause of freedom. Next to his country he 
loved Washington ; and no mean ambition, or envy of his 
great leader, ever sullied his noble character. 

IV. That affection was returned, and the two heroes moved 
side by side, as tried friends, through the revolutionary strug- 
gle. He was a man whose like is seldom seen ; and placed 
in any country, opposed to any commander, would have stood 
first in the rank of military chieftains. In the heart of Eu- 
rope with a veteran army under his command, he would have 
astonished the world. 



LESSON CXXIX. 

CONTRIBTTTIONS OF THE NEW WORLD TO THE OLD. 



1. Few topics are more inviting, or more fit for philosoph 
ical discussion, than the action and influence of the new world 
apon the old ; or the contributions of America to Europe. 
Her obligations to Europe for science and art, laws, literature 
and manners, America acknowledges as she ought, with re- 
spect and gratitude. , 

2. And the people of the U lited States, descendants of the 
English stock, grateful for the treasures of knowledge derived 
from their English ancestors, acknowledge also, with thanks 
and filial regard, that among those ancestors, under the cul- 
ture of Hail oden and Sydney, and other assiduous friends, 
that seed of ^^opular liberty germinated, which on our soil 
has shot up to its full height, until its branches overshadow 
all the land. 

3. But America has not failed to make returns. If she has 
not canceled the obligation, or equaled it by others of like 
weight, she has, at least, made respectable advances, and some 

pproaches toward equality. And she admits, that standing 
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in the midst of civilized nations, there is a high part which 
she is expected to act, for the general advance of human 
interests and human welfare. 

4. American mines have filled the mints of Europe with 
the precious metals. The productions of the American soil 
and climate have poured out their abundance of luxuries for 
the tables of the rich, and of necessaries for the sustenance 
of the poor. Birds and animals of beauty and value have 
been added to the European stock j and transplantations from 
the transcendent and unequaled riches of our forests have 
mingled themselves profusely with the elms, and ashes, and 
Druidal oaks, of England. 

5. America has made contributions far more vast Who 
can estimate the amount, or the value, of the augmentation of 
the commerce of the world that has resulted from America ? 
Who can imagine to himself what would be the shock to the 
Eastern Continent, if the Atlantic were no longer traversable, 
or there were no longer American productions, or American 
markets ? But America exercises influences, or holds out 
examples, for the consideration of the Old World, of a much 
higher, because they are of a moral and political, character. 
America has furnished to Europe proof of the fact, that 
popular institutions, founded on equality and the principle of 
representation, are capable of maintaining governments ; able, 
to secure the rights of person, property, and reputation. 

6. America has proved that it is practicable to elevate the 
mass of mankind; — that portion which in Europe is called 
the laboring, or lower class ; — to raise them to self-respect, 
to make them competent to act a part in the great right and 
great duty of self-government ; and this she has proved may 
be done by education and the diffusion of knowledge. She 
holds out an example, a thousand times more enchanting than 
ever was presented before, to those nine-tenths of the human 
race who are bom without hereditary fortune or hereditary 
rank. 

7. America has furnished to the world the character of 
Washington ! And if our American institutions had done 
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noChrag else, that alone would have entitled them to the 
respect of mankind. Washington ! " First in war, first in 
peace, and first in the hearts of his countiymen ! " Washing- 
ton is all our own ! The enthusiastic veneration and regard 
in which the people of the United States hold him, prove them 
to he worthy of such a countryman ; while his reputation 
airroad reflects the highest honor on his country and its in- 
stitutions. I would cheerfully put the question to-day to the 
mtelligence of Europe and the world, what character of the 
century, upon the whole, stands out in the relief of history, 
most pure, most respectable, most sublime ; and I doubt not, 
that, by a sufirage approaching to unanimity, the answer 
would be, Washington ! 

8. I claim him for America. In all the perils, in erery 
darkened moment of the State, in the midst of the reproaches 
of enemies and the misgiving of firiends ; I turn to that tran- 
scendent name for courage and for consolation. To him who 
denies, or doubts, whether our fervid liberty can be combined 
with law, with order, with the security of property, with the 
pursuits and advancement of happiness ; to him who denies 
that our institutions are capable of producing exaltation of 
foul, and the passion of true glory ; to him who denies that 
we nave contributed an3rthing to the stock of great lessons 
and great examples; to all these I reply, by pointing to 
Washington ! 



LESSON CXXX. 

THANATOPSIS.* 

BBTANT. 

I. To him who, in the love of Nature, hoMs 
Communion with her visible forms, she speaks 
A various language. For his gayer hours. 
She has a voice of gladness, and a smile 
And eloquence of beauty ; and she glides 

• Tlum-a-top'tis ; a word of Ort«k derivation, lignirTinf « rtow of dMtft. 
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Into his darker musings with a mild 
And gentle sympathy, that steab away 
Their sharpness, ere he is aware. 

When thoughts 
Of the last hitter hour come like a hlight 
Over thy spirit, and sad images 
Of the stem agony, and shroud, and pall, 
And breathless darkness, and the narrow house 
Make thee to shudder, and grow sick at heart, 
Go forth unto the open sky, and list 
To nature's teachings, while from all around, 
Earth, and her waters, and the depths of air, 
Comes a still voice ; yet a few days, and thee 
The all-beholding sun shall see no more' 
In all his course. 

Nor yet in the cold ground, 
Where thy pale form was laid, with many tears, 
Nor in the embrace of ocean, shall exist 
Thy image. Earth, that nourished thee, shall claim 
Thy growth, to be resolved to earth again ; 
Yet not to thy eternal resting-place 
Shalt thou retire alone ; nor could'st thou wish 
Couch more magnificent. Thou a\ alt lie down 
With patriarchs of the infiemt world ; with kings, 
The powerful of the earth ; the wise, the good, 
Fair forms and hoary seers of ages past, 
All in one mighty sepulcher. 

The hills. 
Rock-ribbed and ancient as the sun ; the vales, 
. Stretching in pensive quietness between ; 
The venerable woods ; rivers that move 
In majesty ; and the complaining brooks. 
That make the meadow green ; and poured round all 
Old ocean's gray and melancholy waste 
-Are but the solemn decoratbns all 
Of the great tomb of man. 
02 
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6. The golden sun, 

The planets, all the infinite host of heaven. 
Are shining on the sad ahodes of death. 
Through the still lapse of ages. All that tread 
The glohe are hut a handful to the trihes 
That slumher in its hosom. Take the wings 
Of morning, and the Barcan desert pierce ; 
Or lose thyself in the continuous woods 
Where rolls the Oregon,* and hears no sound, 
Save his own dashings ; yet the dead are there , 
And millions in those solitudes, since first 
The flight of years hegan, have laid them down 
In their last sleep ; the dead reign there alone. 

6. So shalt thou rest ; and what if thou shalt fall 
Unnoticed by the living, and no friend 

Take note of thy departure ? All that breathe 

Will share thy destiny. As the long train 

Of ages glide away, the sons of men. 

The youth in life's green spring, and he who goes 

In the full strength of years, matron, and maid, 

The bowed with age, the infant, in the smiles 

And beautv of its innocent age cut off. 

Shall, one ny one, be gathered to thy side, 

By those, who, in their turn, shall follow them. 

7. So live, that, when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan^ that moves 

To the pale realms of shade, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death. 
Thou go not like the quarry-slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon ; but, sustained and soothe4 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave. 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 

•Ol^ifon. bOtrtTBii ; an the liTtnc ; UtanDj, « bodj of travaUng pUgrlDw. 
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LESSON CXXXI. 

INTELLECTUAL QUALITIES OF MILTON- 

CHAMNING. 

1. In speaking of the intellectual qualities of Milton,* we 
may begin by observing that the very splendor of his poetic 
fame has tended to obscure or conceal the extent of his mind, 

.and the variety of its energies and attainments. To many, 
he seems only a poet, when, in truth, he was a profound 
scholar, a man of vast compass of thought, imbued thoroughly 
with all ancient and modern learning, and able to master, to 
mold, to impregnate with his own intellectual power, his 
great and various acquisitions. 

2. He had not learned the superficial doctrine of a later 
day, that poetry flourishes most in an uncultivated soil, and 
that imagination shapes its brightest visions from the mists 
of a superstitious age ; and he had no dread of accumulating 
knowledge lest he should oppress and smother his genius. 

3. He was conscious of that within him which could 
quicken all knowledge, and wield it with ease and might ; 
which could give freshness to old truths, and harm^y to 
discordant thoughts; which could bind together, halving 
<ies and mysterious affinities, the most remote discoveries ; 
and rear fabrics of glory and beauty from the rude materials 
which other minds had collected. 

4. Milton had that universality of mind which marks the 
highest order of intellect. Though accustomed, almost from 
infancy, to drink at the fountains of classical literature, he 
bad nothing of the pedantry and fastidiousness which disdain 
all othei draughts. His healthy mind delighted in genius 
in whatever soil, or m whatever age, it might have burst 
forth and poured out its fullness. He understood too we 
the right, and dignity, and pride of created imagination, to 
lay on it the laws of the Greek or .Roman school. Parnas 
BUS** was not to him the only holy ground of genius. 

* MOton, John ; the Homer of Britain ; bom in London, Dec 9th, 160a See p. 288. 
■ ; the name of a mountain-chain In PhocLi, a imall tzact of country bi 
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5. He felt that poetry was a uniTersal presence. Greai 
minds were everywhere his kindred. He felt the enchant 
ment of oriental fiction, surrendered himself to the strange 
creations of " Arahy Uie West," and delighted still more in 
the romantic spirit of chivalry, and in the tales of wonder in 
which it was embodied. Accordingly, his poetry reminds 
us of the ocean, which adds to its own boundlessness, contri- 
!>aticns from all regions under heaven. 

6. Nor was it only in the department of imagination that 
his acquisitions were vast. He traveled over the whole 
field of knowledge, as far as it had then been explored. His 
various philological attainments were Used to put him in 
possession of the wisdom stored in all countries where the 
intellect had been cultivated. The natural philosophy, meta- 
physics,* ethics, history, theology, and political science of his 
own and former times, were familiar to him. Never was 
there a more unconfined mind; and we would cite Milton as 
a practical example of the benefits of that universal culture 
of intellect, which forms one distinction of our times, but 
which some dread as unfriendly to original thought 

7. Let such remember that mind is, in its own nature 
difiiujap. Its object is the universe, which is strictly one, or 
boun^ogether by infinite connections and correspondencies ; 
and, accordingly, its natural progresses from one field of* 
thought to another, and wherever original power or crea- 
tive genius exists, the mind, far from being distracted or 
oppressed by the variety of its acquisitions, will see more and 
more bearings, and hidden and beautiful analogies in all the 
objects of knowledge, will see mutual light shed from truth 

o truth, and will compel, as with a kingly power, whatevei 
it understands to yield some tribute of proof, or illustration, 
or splendor, to whatever topic it would unfold 

OiMC* propsr. Between two roclu on thii numntain israee what poete ca& tlM Fv 
. iMrt i n epiiof, « Metapfajaica; Uie adence of mind or intaOifaooa. 
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LESSON CXXXIl. 

[Befoie reading this piece it would be well to ooDsutt the diiectioiii 
given on page 62.] 

COL. WALSINGHAM — BAHON HOHBNDAHL ALASCO. 



WalsiTigkam. Nay ! my good lord ! you carry this too far ; 
Alasco leader of a band of rebels ! 
Impossible ! 

HokendM, I have it here in proof; 
Rebellion wears his livery, and looks big 
In promise of his aid : his followers 
Are seen in midnight muster on our hills, 
Rehearsing insurrection, and arrayed 
In mimicry of war. 

Wal. It cannot be ! 
By heaven it cannot be ! your spies deceive you. 
I know the madness of the time has reached him. 
And when the fit is on, like other fools, 
He raves of liberty and public rights ; 
But he would scorn to lead the low cabals 
Of vassal discontent and vulgar turbulence. 

Hoh, My good old friend ! your loyal nature jrields - 
Unwilling credence to such crimes as these ; 
But I have marked Alasco well, and found 
Beneath the mask of specious seeming, still 
The captious critic of authority ; 
Ready to clap sedition on the back. 
And stir the very dregs and lees of life, 
To foam upon its surface ; but I see 
The subject moves yoil. 

Wal. Yes, it does, indeed ! 
His father was my friend and feUowHBoIdiei , 
A braver spirit never kid his life 
Upon his country's altar. At my side 
He fell ; his wife and son, with his last breath, 
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Bequeathing to my care ; a sacred trust, 

Of half its duties speedily curtailed ; 

For grief soon bowed the widow to her grave. 

Sole guardian of Alasco, 'twas my pride 

To form him like his father ; and indeed, 

So apt in honor and all worth he grew. 

My wishes scarce kept pace with his adyancement 

While yet a boy, 1 led him to the field, 

And there such gallant spirit he displayed, 

That e'en the steady veteran in the breach 

Was startled at his daring. To be brief, 

I loved him as my son. [Enter aimco.] 

You were our theme, Alasco. 

Alasco. A subject, sir, unworthy of discussioai ^ 

if slander have not given it a zest 

Wai. Slander, Alasco I 

Alas. Ay, sir, slander 's abroad, 
And busy ; few escape her ; she can take 
All shapes ; and sometimes, from the blistered lips 
Of galled authority, will pour her slime ^ ' 

On all who dare dispute the claims of pnae, 
Or question the high privilege of oppression. 

Hoh. Your words seem pointed, sir, and splenetic. 

Alas. They are honest, my lord, and you well understand 
them. 

Wat. What means this heat, Alasco ? Innocence 
Can fear no slander, and suspects no foe. 

Alas. He 's on his guard who knows his enemy, 
And innocence may safely trust her shield 
Against an open foe ; but who 's so mailed 
That slander shall not reach him ? coward calunmy 
Stabs in the dark. [Going.] 

Wal. Alasco ! Count Alasco ! 

Alas, iRetuming.] Sir, your pleasure ? 

Wal. 'Tis now, methinks, some twenty years, or more. 
Since that brave man, your father, and my friend. 
While life scarce fluttered on his quivering lips. 
Consigned your youthful fortunes to my care. 
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Alas. And nobly, sir, your generoas spirit stands 
Acquitted of that trust. 

Wal. T is well ! perhaps 

may assume I Ve been AlaSfeo's friend. 

Alas. My friend ! my father ' say, my more than 
father ! 
And let me still, widi love and reverence, pay 
The duty of a son. 

Wal, A son of mine 
Must be the soul of loyalty and honor ; 
A scion worthy of the stock he grafts on ; 
No factious mouther of imagined wrongs, 
To sting and goad the maddening multitude, 
And set the monster loose for desolation. 

Alas. Is this to me ! has slander gone so far, 
As dare to taint the honor of Alasco ? 

Wal. How suits it with the honor of Alasco, 
To plot against his country's peace, and league 
With low confederates, for a lawless purpose ? 
MancBUvering miscreants in the form of war, 
And methodizing tumult ? 

Alas. Have I done this ? 

Wal. How must it soothe thy father's hovering shade, 
To hear his name, so long to glory dear. 
Profaned and sullied in sedition's mouth. 
The countersign of turbulence and treason ? 

Alas. The proud repulse that suits a charge like this 
Preferred by lips less reverenced, I forbear. 

Wal. Are you not stained 
With foul disloyalty ; a blot indelible ? 
Have you not practised on the senseless rabble, 
Till disafiection breeds in every breast 
And spawns rebellion ? 
^Alas. No ! by heaven, not so ! 
With most unworthy patience have I borne 
SLy country's ruin ; seen an ancient state 
Struck down by scepters, trampled on by Idngs* 
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And fraud and rapine registered in blood, 
As Europe's public law,- e'en on the authority 
Of thrones ; this have I seen ; 3res, like a skivn, 
A coward, have I seen what w6ll might burst 
The patriot's heart, and from its scabbard (one 
The feeblest sword that ever slumbered at 
A courtier's side ; yet have I never stirred 
My country , never roused her sons to vengeance: 
But rather used the sway their love allowed me, 
To calm the boiling tumult of their hearts, 
Which else had chafed and foamed to desperation. 

Hoh. The state is much beholden to Alasco ; 
And we, her humble instruments, must bow. 
And to his interference owe our safety. 

^t«. Tyrants, proud lord, are never safe, nor should he. 
The ground is mined beneath them as they tread ; 
Haunted by plots, cabals, conspiracies, 
Their lives are long convulsions, and they shake, 
Surrounded by ikeir guards and garrisons. 

Hoh, Your patriot care, sir, would redress all wrongs 
That spring from harsh restraints of law and justice. 
Vour virtue prompts you to make war on tyrants, 
And like another Brutus free your country. 

AIms. Why, if there were some slanderous tool «7f slate 
Some taunting, dull, unmannered deputy, 
Some district despot prompt to play the Tarquin, 
By heaven ! I well could act the Roman part. 
And strike the brutal tyrant to the earth. 
Although he wore the mask of Hohendahl. 

Hoh. Ha ! darest thou thus provoke me insdlent ! (n»«« 

WaL [idruMiBfftttvMa item.] Rash boy, forbear ! My lord 
you are too hasty. . 

Alas This reproof is your protection from my ar«. 

WaL Methinks, young num, a friend of nune might daiyi 
More reverence at jrour hands. 

Alas. Thy friend ! by heaven ! 
That sacred title might eommand my-woishtp. 
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But cover not with such a shield his haseness ; 
His country's foe can be the friend of no man. 

Wd. Alasco, this is wild and mutinous ; 
kxi outrage, marking deep and settled spleen 
To just authority. 

Alas* Authority! 
Show me authority in honor's garb 
And I will down upon the humblest knee ^ 

That ever homage bent to sovereign sway : 
But 'shall I reverence pride, and hate, and rapine ? 
No. When oppression stains the robe of state. 
And power 's a whip of scorpions in the hands 
Of heartless knaves, to lash the o'erburdened back 
Of honest industry, the loyal blood 
Will turn to bitterest gall, and the o'ercharged heart 
Explode in execration. 

Hok. i9oiikg.unh»M*wcnim.} My sorvauts, there ! 
Audacious railer ! thou provokest my wrath 
Beyond forbearance. ctwo of un Ban»>«Mrv«Bti mim.} 
Seize the Count Alasco ; 
I here proclaim him rebel to the state. 

Alas, {Unwing and pvtUnff himMlf on hi* defme*.} SlaVOS i 

At your peril venture on my sword. 

Wal, My lord ! my lord ! this is my house ; my castle 
You do not, cannot mean this violation : 
Beneath the sanctuary of a soldier's roof. 
His direst foe is safe. 

Hoh. But not his sovereign's ; 
Vou would not screen a traitor from the law ! 

Wal. Nor yield a victim, sir, to angry power ' 
He came in confidence, and shall depart 
In safety. Here my honor guards him. 

HoA Ha! 
Your loyalty, my friend, seems rs^er nice, 
And stands. upon punctilio. 

Wal. Yes, the loyalty 
That IS not nice, in honor and good faith* 
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May serve the tool ; the slave ; the sycophant ; 
But does not suit the soldier. ' 

HoL Colonel Walsingham, 
My station must prescribe my duty here : c^th«« tt t«d MH ».i 
Bear hence your prisoner, and await my orders. 

Wal. cnrawtafMMitatMpMiiif.] Ha! touch him, ruffians, on 
your lives ! By heaven ! 
This arm has not yet lost its vigor. Hence ; 
Hence, miscreants, from my presence, lest my rage 
Forget that you are unworthy of my sword. 

[!%• Baioa Mottons lUs •tUndanta to ratin.] 

My lord, this is an outrage on my honor ; 
Alasco, like a father I have loved thee, 
And hoped a worn-out soldier might have found 
Fit refuge, in the winter of his age. 
Beneath thy sheltering virtues ; but no more ; 
I have now beheld thee attainted of a crime. 
Which blots thy fame and honor in my sight, 
Beyond the blackest hue of felon trespass ; 
You 've heard the charge, and as you may, must answer it. 
Alas. Had conscious wrong drawn down upon my head 
This solemn censure from a friend like thee, 
It had been death to hear it : But, thank Heaven ! 
My soul in honor, as in duty clear. 
Indignant triumphs o'er unjust reproach, 
And holds her seat unshaken. 



LESSON cxxxm. 

LINES TO A CHILD. ON HIS V0YA6B TO FKANOS TO KBBT 
HIS FATHER. 

1. Lo, how impatiently upon the tide 

The proud ship tosses, eager to be free. 
* Her flag streams wildly, and her fluttering sails 
Pant to be on their flight. A few hours more, 
And she will move in steady grandeur on. 
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Cleaving her pathvinajestic through the flood. 
As if she were a goddess of the deep. 
O, 'tis a thought sublime, that man can force 
A path upon the waste, can find a way 
Where all is trackless, and compel the winds, 
Those freest agents of Almighty power. 
To lend their untamed wings, and bear him on 
To distant climes. 

2. Thou, William, still art young. 

And dost not see the wonder. Thou wilt tread 
The buoyant deck, and look upon the flood, 
Unconscious of the high sublimity, 
As 'twere a common thing ; thy soul unawed. 
Thy childish sports unchecked ; while thinking man 
Shrinks back into himself; himself so mean 
'Mid things so vast ; and wrapped in deepest awe, 
Bends to the might b( that mysterious Power, 
Who holds the waters in his hand, and guides 
The ungovernable winds. 'Tis not in man 
To look unmoved upon that heaving waste, 
Which, from horizon to horizon spread. 
Meets the o'erarching heavens on every side. 
Blending their hues in distant faintness there. 

3. 'T is wonderful ! and yet, my boy, just such 
Is life. Life is a sea, as fathomless. 

As wide, as terrible, and yet sometimes 
As calm and beautiful. The light of Heaven 
Smiles on it and 'tis decked with every hue 
Of glory and of joy. Anon, dark clouds 
Arise, contending winds of fate go forth. 
And hope sits weeping o'er a general wreck. 

L And thou must sail upon this sea, a long. 
Eventful voyage. The wise may suffer wreck 
The foolish must. 0, then, be early wise ! 
Learn from the mariner his skillful art. 
To ride upon the waves, and catch the breeze 
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And dare the thTeat*ning storm, and tirace a psth 
*Mid countless dangers, to the destined port 
Unerringly secure. 0, learn from him 
To station quick-eyed Prudence at the helm, 
To guard thy sail from Passion's sudden blasts, 
And make Religion thy magnetic guide, 
Which, though it tremUes as it lowly lies, 
Points to the light that changes not, in heaven. 

6. Farewell : Heaven smile propitious on thy course. 
And favoring breezes waft thee to the arms 
Of love patemaL Yes, and more than this ; 
Blest be thy passage o'er the changing sea 
Of life ; the clouds be few that intercept 
The light of joy ; the waves roll gently on 
Beneath thy bark of hope, and bear thee safe 
To meet in peace thine other Father, God ! 



LESSON CXXXIV. 

EXTRACT FROM PRBSIDBNT JSFFBRSON's INAUOURAB ADDRBSS 

1. DiTRiNO the contest of opinion through which we have 
passed, the animation of discussions and of exertions has 
sometimes worn an aspect which might impose on strangers, 
unused to think freely, and to speak and to write what they 
diink ; but this being now decided by the voice of the nation, 
announced according to the rules of the constitution, all will, 
af course, arrange themselves under the will of the law, and 
unite in common efibrts for the common good. All, too, will 
bear in mind this sacred principle ; that, though the will of 
the majority is, in all cases, to prevail, that will, to be right- 
fid, must be reasonable ; that the minority possess their equal 
rights, which equal laws must protect, and to violate which 
would be oppression. 

2. Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and 
one mind. Let us restore to social intercourse that harmony 
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will pariieular}y charge ourselves with the interest of thocw 
confidential officers, who have attended your person to thia 
afiecting moment. 

15. "We join you in commending the interest of oui 
dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, beseech- 
mg him to dispose the hearts and minds of its citizens to 
improve the opportunity afforded them, of becoming a happy 
and respectable nation ; and for you, we address to him our 
earnest prayers that a life so beloved may be fostered with 
Ul his care ; that your days may be happy as they have been 
illustrious, and that he will finally give you that reward 
which this world cannot give." 



LESSON CXIV. 

ONE CENTURY AFTER WASHINGTON. 

1. GENTLEjfEN, we are at the point of a century from 
die birth of Washington ; and what a century it has been ! 
During its course, the hutnan mind has seemed to proceed 
with a sort of geometric velocity,' accomplishing for human 
intelligence and human freedom more than had been done 
in fives or tens of centuries preceding. 

2. Washington stands at the commencement of a new 
era,* as well as at the head of a new world.* A century 
from the birth of Washington has changed the world. The 
country of Washington has been the theater on which a 
great part of that change has been wrought ; and Washington 
himself a principal agent by which if has been accomplished. 
His age and his country are equally full of wonders ; and of 
both he is the chief. 

3. Washington had attained his manhood when that spark 
of liberty was struck out in his own country, which has since 
kindled into a flame, and shot its beams over the earth. In 

• Oeoinetric Telocity; a relocitjr increaaing by a c^moi. ntto, m 2, 4, 8 ice 
* Bra : an epoch, a date. « New worid : tite weMero conUnent. 

29 T 
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the flow of a century from his birth, the world has changed 
k) -wrience, in arts, in the extent of commerce, in the improve- 
ment of navigation, and in all that relates to the civilization 
of man. But it is the spirit of human freedom, the new ele- 
TAtion of individual man, in his moral, social, and political 
character, leading the whole long train of other improvfe^ 
ments, which have most remarkably distinguished Hhe era^ 

4. It has assumed a new character ; it has raised itself 
from beneath governments to a participation in governments j 
it has mixed moral and political objects with the daily pur- 
suits of individual men ; and, with a freedom and strength 
before altogether unknown, it has applied to these objects 
tlie whole power of the human understanding. It has been 
the era, in short, when the social principle has triumphed 
over the feudal principle ; when society has maintained its 
rights against military power, and established on founda- 
tions never hereafter to be shaken, its competency to govern 
itself. 



LESSON CXV. 

SONG OF THE MODERN GREEKS. 

CAMPBELL. 

[The learner may scan the following piece of poetry, and teQ lo 
«rhat kind it belongs. See Construction of Verse, p. 68.] 

1. Again to the battle, Achaeaus!' 

Our hearts bid the tyrants defiance ; 
Our land, the first garden of liberty's tree. 
It has been, and shall yet be, the land of the fre^i 

For the cross of our faith is replanted, 

The pale', dying crescent is daunted, 
And we march, that the foot-prints of Mahomet's** slaves 
May be washed out in blood from our forefathers' graves. 

* Achae^fM, (A-ke'ana ;) ffflrecians, so called from Achaia (now Moraa) in Qnetem 
•MatKHiMi; tba founder of the Mabometaa relifkm, born at Mecca. A. D. 56Ql 
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Their spirits are hovering o'et us, 
And the sword shall to glory restore us • 

2. Ah ! what though no succor advances, 
Nor Christendom's* chivalrous lances 

Ate stretched in our aid ? Be the combat our dWh ! 

And we '11 perish or conquet more proudly alone. 
For we Ve sworn, by our country's assaulters, 
By the virgins they Ve dragged from out altars^ 

By our massacred patriots, our children in chains. 

By our heroes of old, and their blood in our veins, 
That living we will be victorious. 
Or, that dying, our deaths shall be glorious. 

3. A breath of submission v<re breathe not : 

The sword that we've drawn we will sheathe not; 
Its scabbard is left wKere our martyrs are laid, 
And the vengeance of ages has whetted its blade. 

Earth may hide, waves engulf, fire consume us, 

But Ihey shall not to slavery doom us ; 
If they rule, it shall be o'er our ashes and graves ; 
But we 've smote them already with fire on die waY6% 

And new triumphs on land are before us« 

To the charge ! Heaven's bamier is o*er us» 

4. This day shall ye blush for its story ? 
Or brighten your lives with its glory ? 

Our women ; O, say, shall they shrink in despair, 

Or embrace us from conquest, with wreaAs in their hair ? 

Accursed, may his memory blacken, 

If a coward there be that would slacken, 
Till we've trampled the turban, and shown ourselves worth 
Being sprung from, and named for, the godlike of oarth. 

Strike home ! and the world shall revere us 

As heroes descended from heroes. 

•^Christendom; the regions inbebited by ChrUtlaofi 
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5 Old Greece lightens up with emotion, 
Her inlands, her isles of the ocean : 
Faries rebuilt atid fair towns shall with jubilee ring, 
And the Nine' shall new hallow their Helicon's** spring. 
Our hearths shall be kindled in gladness, 
That were cold, and extinguished in sadness ; [arras. 
Whilst our maidens shall dance, with their white wanng 
Singing joy to the brave that delivered their charms, 
When the blood of young Mussulman* cravens 
Shall have crimsoned the beaks of our ravens. 



LESSON CXVI. 

lochiel's warning. 

OAMPBKLL. 

Wizard. Liochiel ! Lochiel, beware of the day 
When the Lowlands shall meet thee in battle array ! 
For a field of the dead rushes red on my sight, 
And the clans of CuUoden*^ are scattered in fight ; 
They rally, they bleed, for their kingdom and crown ; 
Woe, woe to the riders that trample them down ! 
Proud Cumberland* prances, insulting the slain. 
And their hoof-beaten bosoms are trod to the plain. 
But hark ! through the fast-fiashing lightning of war, 
What steed to the desert flies frantic and far ? 
'Tis thine, O GlenuUin ! whose bride shall await, 
Like a love-lighted wateh-fire, all night at the gate. 
A steed comes at morning ; no rider is there ; 
But Its bridle is red with the sign of despair. 
Weep, Albin ! to death and captivity led ! 
O, weep ! but thy tears cannot number the dead ; 

i^The Ni e; the nine muses, Calli'ope, Cli'o, Meipom'ene, Euter'pe, Er'ato, Terpal'- 
..liore, Ura'n <, Thali'a, and Poiyhym'nia. <> Helicon (now Sagam;) a celebrated movat 
4aln of Greece, the seat of the muses, and famed for its pure waters, e Mus'sulmaosj 
the followers of Mahomet <* Culloden Muir ; a heath in Scotland, celebrated bj itm 
victory of the Duke of Cumberland over the partisans of the house of Stuart, in 174i. 
This battle terminated the attempts of the Stuart family to recover the throne of Ea^ 
kai. • The Duke of Cumberland, son of George H, King of EocUmd. 
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For a merciless sword on Culloden shall \^ave, 
Culloden ! that reeks with the blood of the brave. 

Lochid. Go, preach to the coward, thou death-telling seer! 
Or, if gory Culloden so dreadful appear. 
Draw, dotard, around thy old wavering sight. 
This mantle, to cover the phantoms of frighi;. 

Wizard. Ha ! laugh'st thou, Lochiel, my vision to scorn ' 
Proud bird of the mountain, thy plume shall be torn. 
Say, rushed the bold eagle exultingly forth. 
From his home in the dark rolling clouds of the north ? 
Lo ! the death-shot of foeman outspeeding, he rode 
Companionless, bearing destruction abroad : ' ** 

But down let him stoop from his havoc on high ! 
Ah ! home let him speed, for the spoiler is nigh. 
Why flames the far summit ? Why shoot to the blast 
Those embers, like stars from the firmament cast? 
*T is the fire-shov^er of ruin all dreadfully driven 
From his eyrie, that beacons the darkness of heaven. 
0, crested Lochiel, the peerless in might, 
Whose banners arise on the battlement's height, 
Heaven's fire is around thee, to blast and to bum ; 
Return to thy dwelling ! all lonely return ! 
For the blackness of ashes shall mark where it stood» 
And a wild mother scream o'er her famishing brood. 

Lockid. False wizard, avaunt ! I have marshaled my cUa, 
Their swords are a thousand, their bosoms are one ! 
They are true to the last of their blood and their breath 
And, like reapers, descend to the harvest of death. 
Then welcome be Cumberland's steed to the shock I 
Let him dash his proud foam like a wave on the rock ! 
But woe to his kindred, and woe to his cause, 
When Albin her claymore indignantly draws ; 
When her bonneted chieftains to victory crowd, 
Ctanraiiald the dauntless, and Moray the proud. 
All plaided nnd plumed in their tartan array — 
29* 
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Wizard. Loehiel, Locbiel, beware of the dmy! 
For, dark anJ despairing, my sight I may seal, ' 
But man cannot cover what God would reveal : 
T is the sunset of life gives me mystical lore, 
And coming events cast their shadows before. 
I tell thee, CuUoden's dread echoes shaU ring 
With the bloodhounds that bark for thy fugitive king. 
Lo ! anointed by Heaven with the vials of wrath, 
Behold, where he flies on his desolate path ! 
Now, in darkness and billows, he sweeps from my sight I 
Rise ! rise ! yc wild tempests, and cover his flight ! 
T is finished. Their thunders are hushed on the moon ; 
Cullgden is lost, and my country deplores. 
But where is the iron bound prisoner ? Where ? 
For the red eye of battle is shut in despair. 
Say, mounts he the ocean-wave, banished, forlorn, 
Like a limb from his country cast bleeding and torn ' 
Ah no ! for a darker departure is near ; 
The war-drum is muffled, and black is the bier ; 
His death-bell is tolling. Oh ! mercy, dispel 
Yon sight, that it freezes my spirit to tell !^ 
Life flutters convulsed in his quivering limbs, 
And his blood-streaming nostril in agony swims. 
Accursed be the fagots, that blaze at his feet. 
Where his heart shall be thrown ere it ceases to beat, 
With the smoke of its ashes to poison the gale — 

LochieL Down, soothless insulter ! I trust not the tale : 
Though my perishing ranks should be strewed in their gon 
Like ocean-weeds heaped on the surf-beaten shore, 
Lochiel, untainted by flight or by chains. 
While the kindling of life in his bosom remains, 
Sh;ill, victor, exult, or in death be laid low, 
With his back to the field, and his feet to the foe. 
And, leaving in battle no blot on his name, 
Look proudly to Heaven from the death-bed of fame 
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LESSON CXVII. 

EXORDIUM OF A SPEECH. 

WKBSTXR. 

[The learner may note the most emphatic words m this piece, and 
tell why they are emphatic. See Rules for emphaas, p. 18, &e.] 

1. Against the prisoner at the bar, as an individual, I can- 
not have the slightest prejudice. I would not do him the 
smallest injury or injustice. But I do not affect to be indif- 
ferent to the discovery and the punishment of this deep guilt. 
I cheerfully share in the opprobrium, how much soever it may 
be, which is cast on those who feel and manifest an anxious 
concern, that all who had a part in planning, or a hand in 
executing this deed of midnight assassination, may be 
brought to answer for their enormous crime at the hai of 
public justice. 

2. Gentlemen, it is a most extraordinary case. In some 
respects, it has hardly a precedent anywhere ; certainly none 
in our New England history. An aged man, without an 
enemy in the world, in his own house, and in his own bed, is 
made the victim of a butcherly murder, for mere pay. Deep 
sleep had fallen on the destined victim, and on all beneath 
his roof. A healthful old man, to whom sleep was sweet, the 
first sound slumbers of the night held him in their soft but 
strong embrace. 

3. The assassin enters through the window, already pre- 
pared, into an unoccupied apartment. With noiseless foot 
he paces the lonely hall half-lighted by the moon ; he winds 
up the ascent of the stairs and reaches the door of the cham- 
ber. Of this he movQs the lock, by soft and continual pres- 
sure, till it turns on its hinges ; and he enters, and beholds 
his victim before him. The room was uncommonly open tp 
the admission of light. 

4. The face of the innocent sleeper was turned from the 
murderer, and the beams of the moon, resting on the gray 
k)cks of his aged temple> showed him where to strike. The 
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fatal blow is giTen ! and the victim passes without a struggle 
or a motion, from the repose of sleep to the repose of death ! 
The deed is done. He reteeats, retraces his steps to the 
window, passes out through it as he came in, and escapes. 
He has done the murder ; no eye has seen him, no ear haa 
heard him. 

6. The secret is his own, and it is safe ! Ah 1 gentlemen, 
that was a dreadful mistake. Stich a secret can be safe 
no where. The whole creation o( God has neither nook nor 
corner where the guilty can bestow it, and say it is safe. A 
thousand eyes turn at once to explore every man, every thing, 
and every circumstance, connected with the time and place ; 
a thousand ears catch every whisper; a thousand excited 
minds intensely dwell on the scene, shedding all their light, 
and ready to kindle the sli^test circumstance into a blaze of 
discovery. 

6. Meantime the guilty soul cannot keep its own secret it 
is false to itself; or rather, it feels an irresistible impulse of 
conscience' to be true to itself. It labors under its guilty 
possession, and knows not what to do with it He feels it 
beating at his heart, rising to his throat, and demanding dis- 
closure. He thinks that the whole world sees it in his face, 
reads it in his eyes, and almost hears its woridtigs in the very 
silence of his thoughts. 

7. It betrays his discretion, it breaks down his courage, it 
conquers his prudence. When suspicions from without begin 
to embarrass him, and the net of circumstance to entangle 
him, the fatal secret struggles with still greater violence to 
burst forth. It must be confessed, it will be confessed ; there 
is no refuge from coriession but suicide, and suicide is con- 
fession. 



*OoMeiMic«; thu monl fteolty of Um mind irfakh decidat idwt it right or wroik^ 
torn \tm hcxM pnmoitd, 
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LESSON cxvm. 

EULOGY ON HAMILTON.* 



1. He was bom to be great. -Whoever was second, Hanv 
ilton must be first To his stupendous and versatile mind no 

nvestigation was difficult, no subject presented which he did 
Jiot illuminate. ' Superiority in some particular, belongs to 
thousands. Preeminence, in whatever he chose to undertake, 
was the prerogative of Hamilton. No fixed criterion could 
be applied to his talents. Often has their display been sup- 
posed to have reached the limit of human effort ; and the 
judgment stood firm till set aside by himself. 

2. When a cause of new magnitude required new exer- 
tions, he rose, he towered, he soared ; surpassing himself as 
he surpassed others. Then was nature tributary to his elo- 
quence ! Then was felt his despotism over the heart ! 
Touching, at his pleasure, every string of pity or terror, of 
indignation or grief, he melted, he soothed, he roused, he 
agitated ; alternately gentle as the dews, and awful as the 
thunder. 

3. Yet, great as he was in the eyes of the world, he Wiis 
greater in the eyes of those with whom he was most convers- 
ant. The greatness of most men, like objects seen through 
a mist, diminishes with the distance ; but Hamilton, like a 
tower seen afar off under a clear sky, rose in grandeur and 
sublimity with every step of approach. Familiarity with hiin 
was the parent of veneration. 

4. Over these matchless talents, probity threw her bright- 
est luster. Frankness, suavity, tenderness, benevolence, 
breathed through their exercise. And to his family ! but he 
is gone. That noble heart beats no more ; that eye of fire 
is dimmed ; and sealed are those oracular lips. Americans, 
the serenest beap\ of your glory is extinguished in the tomb ! 



• Hamiltnti (Alexander;) an orator and aUteaman, bom at Noirfcf,onsof Um We«» 
India iiiliui«ln 
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LESSON CXIX. 

LAf ATBTTE's last VISIT TO THIS COUNTRY, 

!. Again, in his old age, Lafayette determined to look on 
if«a young republic that had escaped the disasters which had 
overwhelmed France. When his plans were made known, 
our government offered to place a national vessel at his dit 
posal ; but he declined accepting it, and embarked at Havre' 
in a merchantman, and arrived at New York, August 15, 
1824. He was at this time sixty-seven years old. 

2. His reception in this country, and triumphal march 
through it, is one of the most remarkable events in the his- 
tory of the world. Such gratitude and unbounded afiection 
were never before received by a man from a foreign nation 
As he passed from Staten Island to New York, the bay was 
covered with barges decorated with streamers ; and when the 
beautiful fleet shoved away, the bands struck up, " Where 
can one better be, than in the bosom of his family ?" 

3. Never did this favorite French air seem so appropriate ; 
Dot even when the shattered Old Guard closed sternly around 
Its Emperor, and sang it amid the fire of the enemy's guns ; 
as when a free people thus chanted it around the venerable 
Lafayette. As he touched the shore, the thunder of cannon 
shook the city ; old soldiers rushed weeping into his arms ; 
and, " Welcome Lafayette !" waved from every banner, rung 
from every trumpet, and was caught up by every voice, till 
"Welcome, welcome !" rose and fell in deafening shouts from 
the assembled thousands. 

4. During the four days he remained in the city, it was 
one constant jubilee ; and when he left for Boston, all along 
his route, the people rose to welcome him. He traveled 
every night till 12 o'clock, and watch-fires were kept burning 
on the hill-tops, all along his line of progress. Blazing through 
the darkness, they outshone the torches that heralded him 

« HavnCHar^;) a seaport town in Um nofUMm pwt oC Fniifia. 
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while in the distance, the pealing of bells from every church 
spire announced his coming. The same enthusiastic joy re- 
ceived him at Boston ; and when he returned to New York; 
the city was wilder than ever with excitement. 

5. In Castle-garden there was a splendid illumination in 
honor of him ; the bridge leading to it was surmounted by a 
pyramid sixty feet high, with a blazing star at the top, from 
the center of which flashed the name of Lafayette. The 
planks were covered with carpets, and trees and flowers 
innumerable lined the passage. Over the entrance was a 
triumphal arch of flowers; huge columns arose from the 
area, supporting arches of flowers, and flags, and statues. 

6. As he entered this wilderness of beauty, the bands 
struck up, " See, the conquering hero comes ! " and shouts 
shook the edifice tp its foundations. He had scarcely taken 
his seat in* a splendid marquee, prepared for his reception, 
when the curtain before the gallery in front of him lifted, and 
there was a beautiful transparency, representing La Grange,' 
with its grounds and towers, and beneath it, " This is his 
home." Nothing could be more touching and afiectionate 
than this device ; and as Lafayette's eye fell upon it, a tear 
was seen to gather there, and his lip to quiver with feeling. 

7. Thus the people received the " people's friend/' From 
New York he went to Albany and Troy, and one long shout 
of welcome rolled the length of the Hudson, as he floated up 
the noble stream. Returning, he went to Philadelphia, and, 
passing through the same scenes that had been enacted in 
every city he had visited, continued his route toJMLount Ver- 
non, to visit the tomb of Washington. The thunder of cannon 
announced his arrival at the consecrated ground, calling to 
his mind the time when he had seen that now lifeless chief- 
tain move through the tumult of battle. 

8. Wishing no one to witness his emotions, as he stood 
beside the ashes of his friend, he descended alone into the 
^rault. With trembling steps and uncovered head he passed 
down to the tomb. The secrets of that meeting of the living 

- m. ^ ■ II ,. 

• Li OrHnsre ; lAfeyeH*'s place nf pe«Klence In Pranc«. 
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wiA the dead no one knows ; bat when the aged i^^teran 
came forth again, his face was covered with tears. 

9. He then took his son and secretary by the hand, and 
led them into the vault. He could not speak ; his bursting 
heart was too full for utterance, and he mutely pointed to 
the coffin of Washington. They knelt reverently beside it, 
kissed it, then rising, threw themselves into Lafayette's 
arms, and burst into tears. It was a touching scene, there 
in the silent vault, and worthy the noble sleeper. 

10. From thence he went to Yorktown, where a magnifi 
cent reception was given him. Proceeding south, he passed 
through all the principal cities to New Orleans, and thence 
ap the Mississippi to Cincinnati, and across to Pittsburg, 
and finally to western New York, through which he hastened 
rapidly to Boston, to be present at the laying of the corner- 
stone of the Bunker's Hill monument.' 

11. Previously to his southern trip, however, he had 
visited congress, and been received by that body with distin- 
guished honor. A few days after this a bill was passed, 
giving him a hundred and forty thousand dollars, as pay- 
ment, in part, for the money he had expended in our behalf. 
He had clo" 3d and fed our naked, starving soldiers at his 
own cost ; expended money for the State ; fought our battles ; 
endured, sufiered, and toiled for our welfare ; yet he never 
asked, never expected, compensation. His had been entirely 
a free-w i offering ; his youth, his wealth, his life, all, an 
imselfish, noble sacrifice to a weak, but brave people, strug- 
g^iing to be free. 

12. This generous, and yet only just, remuneration, took 
Lafayette by surprise, and affected him deeply. Indeed, to 
a heart like his, the open arms and overflowing affection of 
the people were a sufficient reward. The entire nation had 
risen to do him homage. " Honor to Lafayette !" " Welcome 
to Lafayette, the nation's guest!" and such like exclamations, 
had met him at every step. 

* Bunk«r'« Hill iKoniuiMni ; a monumont Imllt oi gnniie, two hundred and twent} 
toot high. It i« fituatad ia Charlesiown, near Boaton. 
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13. Flowers were strewed along his pathway ; his carriage 
detached from the horses, and dragged by the enthusiastic 
crowd, along ranks of grateful freemen, who rent the heavens 
with their acclamations. FroiA the heads of government, 
down to the lowest menial, all had united in pouring bless* 
ings on his venerable head. Melted to tears by these demon 
strations of love, he had moved like a father amid his children, 
scattering blessings wherever he went. 

14. One of his last acts in this country was to lay the 
corner-stone of the Bunker Hill monument. Hf ' -^d placed 
the stone over Baron De KalbV grave, in Souui Carolina, 
and now it was fit that he, the last survivor of the major- 
generals of the American Revolution, should consecrate the 
first block in that grand structure. Amid the silent attention 
of fifty thousand spectators, this aged veteran and friend of 
Washington, with uncovered head, performed the imposing 
ceremonies, and " Long live Lafayette," swelled up from the 
top of Bunker Hill. '" 

15. At length, after having passed through ahnost the 
entire Union in the space of a few months, he embarked, the 
eighth of September, for his native land. The Brandywine 
was sent out by government to convey him home ; and when 
it reached Havre, the ofiicers, wishing to express their ad- 
miration of him, deputed their first lieutenant, Gregory, to 
convey their sentiments. 

16. The young officer, overcome by his feelings, was 
unable to utter a word ; but in the spirit of true heroism, ran 
to the stern of the vessel, and Jaatching the flag that waved 
there, handed it to him, saying, " We cannot confide it to 
more glorious keeping." He then made a short address, to 
which Lafayette replied, saying: "I hope, that displayed 
from the most prominent part of my house, at La Grange, it 
will always testify to all who may see it, the kindness of tlie 

« Baro>; De ffalb ; a majo^general in the American army. He waa bom in Germanj 
about the year 1717. In 1777, lie came to this country, and toolc part in the war of ihi 
tsTohition. 
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American nation toward its adopted and devoted sOh." The 
people thronged around him as he traveled through Franre 
and he was everywhere hailed " The people's friend! " 



LESSON CXX, 

LAMENT FOR LAFATBTTB. 

1. All lonely and cold, in the sepulcher slumbers 
• The giant of freedom,' the chosen of fame ^ 

Too l^igh is the theme for my harp's lowly numbers ; 

Yet fain would I twine me a wreath for that name 
Which proudly shines forth in the tablet of g^ory, 

Unsullied by faction, untarnished by guile ; 
The loftiest theme for the bard's raptured story ; 

The name by which freemen met deat^ with a smile 

2. Then arise, ye proud bards ! give our hearts' mi^ty sad- 

A voice not unworthy a theme so sublime^ [ness. 

For him, the bright day-star of freedom and gladness 

Whose memory will glow through the far flight of time 
He is gone, and forever ! the pride of our nation, 

That bright sun of freedom in glory hath set ; 
The heroes who bled for our country's salvation, 

Now joy in thy presence, O brave Lafayette ! 

3. Thou camest to our shore when the day-slar of freedom 

Was proudly dispelling dark tyranny's night, 
When millions awoke to the rank she decreed them, 

And the millions of despots were scattered in flight ; 
When the star-spangled banner waves sheen^ in Uie mom 

The heart of the freeman will bound at thy name ; [ing 
Thou champion of freedom ! fell tyranny scorning. 

One world was too small for the blaze of thy fifune ! 

« '* Oiant of fraedom ;" La&yetta. b Sheen ; bright, •hining. 
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L Bright, bright is the path thou hast left of thy glory, 

Amid the world's darkness, which ne'er shall decline^ 
For the light of thy fame on the ages before thee, 

With splendor unsullied, forever will shine ; 
When freedom's bright fabric lay blackened in ruin, 

While bloodthirsty tyrants usurped the dread sway, 
At Jhe roots of the proud tree of liberty hewing. 

All hopes for the land of thy love died away. 

6. Thou art gone ! thy pure soul on its voyage hath started ; 

From its ashes the pheenix* of freedom hath flown, 
To join the bright phalanx'* of heroes departed, 

Who dwell in the light of a fame like thine own. 
Farewell, thou last star of that bright constellation 

Of heroes whose glory can never depart ; 
Thy fame hath no limit of kindred or nation ; 

Thy name is enshrined in each patriot's heart. 

8. With Washington's blended, for ever thy glory 

Shall form the proud theme of our bard's burning lajrs 
While the banner of freedom shall proudly wave o'er thee, 

Thou mighty departed ! thou light of our days ; 
But still ! my wild harp, all in vain we lament him ; 

His praise must be sung by some loftier lyre ; 
Let the soul-raptured bard use the gift heaven hath lent 

And weave for our hero a requiem of fire ! [him, 



LESSON CXXL 



ELOQUENCE. 



L That I may not stand aione m my views on the subject 
of genuine eloquence, 1 will give the language of those able 
statesmen of our country, John Adams and Daniel Webster. 

« Pbomix ; a fabled bird, which ihe ancieDts mippoaed to live for a long period, iitl 
(bally to bam itaelf. and rise again firom ita own ashea. ^ The departed heroea of thi 
Ikmerican Rerolution. 
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2. Btr. Adams remarked, <' Oratory, as it consists in the 
expression of the countenance, graces of attitude and motion, - 
and intonation of voice, although it is altogether superficial 
and ornamental, will always command admiration, yet it 
deserves little veneration. 

3. " Flashes of wit, coruscations of imagination, and gay 
pictures; what are they? Strict truth, rapid reason, ana 
pure integrity, are the only essential ingredients in oratory. 
I flatter myself that Demosthenes, by his action, action, 
a*'tion,* meant to express the same opinion." 

4 Mr. Webster observes, " When public bodies are to be 
addressed on momentous occasions, when great interests are 
at stake, and strong passions excited, nothing is valuable in 
speech further than it is connected with high intellectual and 
moral endowments. Clearness, force, and earnestness, are 
qualities that produce conviction. 

6, '* True eloquence, indeed, does not consist in speech. 
It cannot be brought from far. Labor and learning may toil 
for it ; but they toil in vain. Words and phrases may be 
marshaled in every way ; but they cannot compass it. It 
must exist in the man, in the subject, and in the Occasion. 
Aflcsited passion, intense expression, the pomp of declama- 
tion, all may aspire after it, but they cannot reach it. It 
comes, if it comes at all, like the outbreaking of a fountain 
from the earth, or the bursting forth of volcanic fires, with 
spontaneous, original, native force. 

6. ** The graces taught in schorls, the courtly ornaments 
and studied contrivances of speech, shock and disgust men, 
when their own lives, and the lives of their wives and chil- 
dren, and their country, hang on the decision of an hour. 
Then words have lost their power, rhetoric is vftin, and all 
elaborate oratory contemptible. Then, even genius feels re- 
buked and subdued, as if in the presence of higher qualities* 
Then patriotism is eloquent, then self-devotion is eloquent 

7. " The clear conception, outrunnmg the deductions of 
logic ; the high purpose, the firm resolve, the dauntless spirit 
•peaking on the tongue, beaming from the eye, iriforming 
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gking offence, 1 should consider myself as guilty of treason 
towards my country, and of an act of disloyalty toward the 
majesty of Heaven, which I revere above all earthly kings. 

2. Mr. President, it is natural for man to indulge in the 
Jlusions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a 
painful truth, and listen to the song of that siren, till she trans, 
forms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men engaged 
in a great and arduoi^s struggle for liberty ? Are we disposed 
to be of the number of those, who, having eyes, see not, and 
having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern their 
temporal salvation ? For jny part,- whatever anguish of spirit 
it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth ; to know 
the worst, and to provide for it. 

^. I have but one lamp by v/hich my feet are guided ; and 
that is the lamp of experience. I know of no way of judg- 
ing of the future but by the past.* And, judging by the 
past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct of 
the British ministry, for the last ten years, to justify those 
hopes with which gentlemen have been pleased to solace 
themselves and the house ? Is it that insidious smile with 
which our petition has been lately received ? Trust it not, 
sir ; it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves 
to be betrayed with a kiss. 

4. Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our peti- 
tion comports with those warlike preparations which cover our 
waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies neces- 
sary to a work of love and reconciliation ? Have we shown 
ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled, that force must be 
called in to win back our love ? Let us not deceive ourselves 
sir. These are the implements of war and subjugation ; the 
last arguments to which kings resort. 

5. I ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if 
its purpose be not to force us to submission ? Can gentlemen 
assign any other possible motive for it ? Has Great Britain 
any enemy in this quarter of the world, to call for all this 
accumulation of navies and. armies ? No, sir ; she has none. 
They are meant for us; they can be meant Ibr no other 
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They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those ehaini 
which the British ministry have been so long forging. 

6. And what have we to oppose them ? Shall we try aigUf 
ment ? Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years 
Have we any thing new to offer upon the subject ? Nothing 
We have held the subject up in every lig^t of which it is capa^ 
Ue ; but it has 6een all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty 
and humble supplication ? What terms shall we find, which 
have nat been already exhausted ? Let us not, I beseech you, 
sir, deceive ourselves longer. 

7. Sir, wc have done every thing that could be done t9 
avert the storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned; 
we have remonstrated ; we have supplicated ; we have prosr 
trated ourselves before the throne, and have implored its 
interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry 
and parliament Our petitions have been slighted; our 
remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult, 
our supplications have been disregarded ; and we have been 
spumed, with contempt, from the foot of the throne. 

8. In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond 
hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no longer any 
room for hope. If we wish to be free ; if we mean to pre- 
serve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have 
been so long contending ; jf we mean not basely to abandon 
the noble struggle in which we have been so long engagedi 
and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon, until 
the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained ; we must 
fight ! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms, 
and to the God of hosts, is all that is left us. 

9. They teU us, sir, we are weak ; unable to cope with po 
formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger ? 
V ill it be the next week, or the next year ? Will it be when 
we ain totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be 
sta.tio'ied in every house ? Shall we gather strength by irres* 
oluticn and inaction? Shall we acquire the means of efiect- 
U§i m^istii r ce by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging th€ 
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delusive phantom of hope, until our enemies shall have bound 
08 hand and foot ? 

10. Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of these 
means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. 
Three millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty 
and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible 
by any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, 
sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just God, 
who presides over the destinies of nations, and who will raise 
up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not 
to the strong alone ; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. 
Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base enough 
to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There 
is no retreat, but in submission and slavery ! Our chains are 
forged. Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston ! 
The war is inevitable; and let it come!! I repeat it, sir, 
let it come ! ! ! 

11. It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen 
may cry. Peace, peace ; but there is no peace. The war has 
actually begun ! The next gale that sweeps from the north 
will bring to our ears the clash^ of resounding arms ! Our 
brethren are already in the field ! Why stand we here idle ? 
What is it that gentlemen wish ? What would they have ' 
Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery ? Forbid it, Ahnighty God ! I 
know not what course others may take ; but, as for me, give 
me liberty, or give me death ! 



LESSON CXLin. 

INDUSTRY NECESSARY TO FORM THE ORATOR. 

WARE. 

1. The history of the world is full of testunony to prove 
how much depends upon industry ; not an eminent orator has 
lived, but is an example of it. Yet, in contradiction to all 
this, the almost universal feeling appears to be, that industry 
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am eftct nothing, that eminence is the result of accident, and 
that erery one must be content to remain just what he may 
happen to be. 

2. Thus multitudes, who come forward as teachers and 
guides, suffer themselves to be satisfied with the most indiffer- 
ent attainments, and a miserable mediocrity, without so much 
as inquiring how they might rise higher, much less making 
any attempt to rise. For any other art they would have 
served an apprenticeship, and would be ashamed to practise 
it in public before they had learned it. 

3. If any one would sing, he attends a master, and is drilled 
in the very elementary principles, and only after the most 
laborious process, dares to exercise his voice in public. This 
he does, though he has scarce any thing to learn but the 
mechanical execution of what lies, in sensible forms, before 
his eyes. But the extempore speaker, who is to invent as 
well as to utter, to carry on an operation of the mind as well 
as to produce sound, enters upon the work without preparatory 
discipline, and then wonders that he faib ! 

4 If he were learning to play on the flute for puUic exhi- 
bition, what hours and days would he spend in giving facility 
to his fingers, and attaining the power of sweetest and most 
impressive execution ! If he were devoting himself to the 
organ, what months and years would he labor, that he might 
know its compass, and be master of its keys, and be able to 
draw out, at will, all its various combinations of harmonious 
sound, and its full richness and delicacy of expression ! 

6. And yet he will fancy that the grandest, the most vari- 
ous, the most expressive of all instruments, which the infinite 
Creator has fashioned, by the union of an intellectual soul 
with the powers of speech, maybe played upon without study 
or practice ; he comes to it a mere uninstructed tyro, and 
thinks to manage all its stops, and command the whole com- 
pass of its varied and comprehensive power. He finds hini- 
self a bungler in the attempt, is mortified at his failure, and 
settles in his mind forever that the attempt is vain. 

6. Success in every art, whatever may be the natural talent 
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is always the reward of industry and pains. But the in- 
stances are many, of men of the finest natural genius, whose 
beginning has promised much, but who have degenerated 
wretchedly as they advanced, because they trusted to their 
gifts, and made no effun to improve. 

7. That there have never been other men of equal endow- 
ments with Cicero and Demosthenes, none would venture to 
suppose ; but who have so devoted themselves to this art, or 
become equal in excellence ? If those great men had been 
content, like others, to continue as they began, and had never 
made their persevering efforts for improvement, what could 
their countries have benefited from their genius, or the world 
have known of their fame ? They would have been lost in 
the undistinguished crowd that sank to oblivion around them. 

9. Of how many more will the same remark prove true ! 
What encouragement is thus given to the industrious ! With 
such encouragement, how inexcusable is the negligence which 
suflers the most interesting and important truths to seem 
heavy and dull, and fall ineffectual to the ground, through 
mere sluggishness in the delivery! 

9. How unworthy of one who performs the high function 
of a religious instructor; upon whom depend, in a great 
measure, the religious knowledge, and devotional sentiment, 
and final character, of many fellow-beings ; to imagine that 
he can worthily discharge this great concern by occasionally 
talking for an hour, he knows not how, and in a manner he 
nas taken no pains to render correct, impressive, or attractive . 
and which, simply through that want of command over him- 
self which study would give, is immethodical, verbose, inaccu 
rate, feeble, trifling ! It has been said of the good preacher, 

"Tliat traths divine come mended from his tongue." 

10. Alas! they come ruined and worthless from such a 
»nan as this ! They lose that holy energy by which they are 
to convert the soul and purify man for heaven, and sink in 
mterest and efficacy below the level of those principles which 
g;avem the ordinary affairs of this lower world. 
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LESSON CXLIV. 

CATO'S SPEECH OVER ms DEAD SON. 

ADDISON. 

1 . Thanks to the gods ! my boy has done Lis duty. 
Welcome, my son ! Here set him down, m}- Mends, 
Full in my sight ; that I may view at leisure 

The bloody corse, and count those glorious wounds. 
How beautiful is death when earned by virtue ! 
Who would not be that youth ? what pity is it 
That we can die but once to save our country ! 
Why sits this sadness on your brow, my friends ? 
I ^uld have blus}ied, if Cato*s house had stood 
Secure, and flourished in a civil war. 

2. Porcius, behold thy brother ! and remember 
Thy life is not thy own, when Rome demands it ! 
When Rome demands — but Rome is now no more ! 
The Roman empire 's fallen ! (Oh ! cursed ambition!} 
Fallen into Caesar's hands ! Our great forefathers 
Had left him nought to conquer but his country. 

S. Porcius, come hither to me ! Ah ! my son, 
Despairing of success. 
Let me advise thee to withdraw, betimes. 
To our parental seat, the Sabine field. 
Where the great Censor foiled with his own hands 
And all oar frugal ancestors were blessed 
tn humble virtues and a rural life. 
There live retired ; content thyself to be 
Obscurely good. 

When vice prevails, and impious men bear sway, 
The post of honor is a private station ! 

4. Farewell, my friends ! If there be any of you 
Who dares not trust the victor's clemency, 
Know, there are ships prepared by my command. 
Their sails ahready opening to the winds, 
That shall convey you to the wished-for port 



Digitized 



by Google 



Town's FOTIRTB "REAtfESU 4W7 

& The conqueror draws hear ; once more &rewell ! 
If e'er we meet hereafter, we shall meet 
In happier climes, and on a safer shore, 
Where Caesar never shall approach ns more ! 
There, the brave youth with love of virtue fiwd, 
Who greatly in his country's cause expired^ 
Shall know he conquered ! The firm patriot there, 
Who made the welfare of mankind his care, 
Though still by faction, vice, and fortune crossed, 
Shall find the generous labor was not lost. 



LESSON CXLV. 

IMPROVEMENT OF TIME,' 

BONHOTB. 

1. To make a proper use of that short and uncertain pof« 
Hon of time allotted us for our mortal pilgrimage, is a proof 
of wisdom ; to use it with economy, and dispose of it with 
care, discovers prudence and discretion. Let, therefore, no 
part of your time escape without making it subservient to the 
wise purposes for which it was given"; it is the most inesti- 
mable of treasures. 

2. You will find a constant employment of your time con- 
ducive to health and happiness, and not only a sure guara 
against the encroachments of vice, but the best recipe for 
contentment. Seek employment; languor and ennui shali 
be unknown ; avoid idleness ; banish sloth ; vigor and cheer- 
fulness will be your enlivening companions ; admit not guilt 
to your hearts, and terror shall not interrupt your slumbers 
Follow the footsteps of virtue ; walk steadily in her paths ; 
she will conduct you through pleasant and flowery paths to 
t^ie temple of peace ; she will guard you from the wily snares 
of vice^ and heal the wounds of sorrow and disappointment 
which time may inflict. 

A The sentiment of tbe following piece ehouiii be Indelibly i mpr eeeed on the mlAd tf 



Digitized 



by Google 



408 town's fourth readbe. 

3. By being constantly and usefully employed, the destroyer 
of mortal happiness will have but few opportunities of making 
his attacks; and by regularly filling up your precious mo- 
ments, you will be less exposed to dangers. Venture not, 
then, to waste an hour, lest the next should not be yours to 
squander. Hazard not a single day in guilty or improper 
pursuits, lest the day which follows should be ordained to 
bring you an awful summons to the tomb; a summons to 
which youth and age are equally liable. 

4. Reading improves the mind; and you cannot better 
employ a portion of your leisure time than in the pursuit 
of knowledge. By observing a regular habit of reading, a 
love of J| will soon be acquired. It will prove an unceasing 
amusenRit, and a pleasant resource in the hours of sorrow 
and discontent; an unfailing antidote against languor and 
indolence. Much caution is, however, necessary in the choice 
of books; it is among them as among human characters — 
many would prove dangerous and pernicious advisers ; they 
tend to mislead the imagination, and give rise to a thousand 
erroneous opinions and ridiculous expectations. 

6. I would not, however, wish to deprive you of the pleas- 
ures of society or of rational amusement ; but let your com- 
panions be select; let them be such as you can love for their 
good qualities, and whose virtues you are desirous to emulate ; 
let your amusements be such as will tend, not to corrupt and 
vitiate, but to correct and amend the heart. 

6. Finally, I would earnestly request you never to neglect 
employ Jng a portion of your time in addressing your heavenly 
Father, in paying him that tribute of prayer and praise which 
is so justly his due as " the Author of every good and perfect 
gift," as our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer, " in whom we 
live, and move, and have our being," and without whose 
blessing none of our undertakings will prosper. 

7. Thus, by employing the 'time given you in the service 
of virtue, you will pass your days with comfort to yourself 
and those around you, and by persevering to the enjl, shall al 
length obtain " a crown of glory which fadeth not away." 
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